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PREFACE. 




j(HE writer of the following Autobio- 
I graphy ftates thai it was defigned 
for the inftru£tion and amufement 
b of his children and defcendants ; but 
it has been thought by feveral friends who have 
read it, and whofe judgment I refpe£l, that it 
contains much that might be inilruftive and 
amufing to other people's children alfo, and I 
have, therefore, ventured to give it to the public. 
Too long a fpace of time has elapfed to leave any 
perfonal feelings or interefts to be affeiSted by it, 
and I myfelf in printing it look upon it only as 
a remarkable hiftorical record, which gives us a 
curious and ftriking pidlure — I may, perhaps, 
add aimoft unique — of domeftic life among a very 
important clafsof Engjifh focietj during the latter 
half of the laft century, in what has fmce become 
one of the greateft and moft aiftive manufadtur- 
ing diftrifls in our illand. Moreover, it prefents 
a very remarkable view of the efFe£ls, even on 
the relations of the domeftic homeftead, of thofe 
violent religious party -feelings and contentions 
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which raged more in this pan of England thai 
anywhere, during the lall century, and whicl^ 
chough they gave perhaps not an unhealtbj 
activity to men's minds, were certainly far from 

improving their tempers, or encouraging amoiu 
them fentiments of mutual charity. 

Thomas Wright, of Birkenfhaw, was, as will 
be feen by his own writings, no ordinary man.'' 
Endowed with very confiderable talents, and with 
an earneft defire for knowledge and a love of lite- 
rature, which might have raifed him to a diftin* 
guilhed poiition in fame, he evidently, from his, 
own account, often regretted that he had nO'i 
guardians of his youth who could appreciate the 
real bent of his mind, and give him the educa-^ 
fion which his fortune, though not great, as weBI 
as his inclinations claimed. But left an orphait: 
in his earlieft infancy, with none but diftant rel*- 
tives, who thought onlyof fecuring afliarcof hi< 
property— at firft a ipoiled child, and fuhfe<juently^ 
a neglected hoy, nothing could fwerve his mind 
from its natural bent, and fome of his manufcripts 
in my pofleflion, as well as the reports of thole; 
who knew him, prove that he poiTeiTed an ex- 
traordinary extent of reading, a large amount of 
mifcellaneous knowledge, with power and judg- 
ment in the application of it, which muft have 
made him an objeft of refpefl among the fociety 
of what was then rather a wild part of Yorkfliire. 
At an early age he went through the ufual courfe of 
Latin in the old and juftly celebrated free Gram- 
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mar School at Bradford, which was the whole 
amountof what may be calledhlsiiberal education; 
and the writer of his brief " Life," prefixed to 
the fecond edition of his " Familiar Religious 
Con verfa lion," printed in 1812, ftates that, " He 
was accounted very clever while at fchoo! ; and 
when he went home, it was with the reputation 
of being a youth of facetious difpofition, and of 
the moft ready wit and invention." 

This part of Yorkfliirc had always been a 
ftronghold of the Nonconformifts, and the Ef- 
tabliflied Church was comparatively weak in face 
of the violent diflenting Calvinifm which reigned 
there ; but at this time the far more liberal Ar- 
minianifm of Wefley and his party was labour- 
ing to eftablifh itfelf, and, as might be expe£t- 
ed, met with the moft unfcrupulous perfecu- 
tion. Thomas Wright, of Birkenlhaw, had a 
large fliare of the chivalrous in his chara6ler, 
and he took up the caufe of the new fe£l quite as 
much becaufe it was that of the weak opprefled 
by the ftrong, as for the conformity of their 
opinions with his own liberal views. He tells us 
in the following pages the rather curious way in 
which he became firft acquainted with the Me- 
thod ifts, as the followers of Wefley were already 
named ; his feelings in their favour, already well 
known, were no doubt ftrengthened by his mar- 
riage into a family who belonged to the leading 

\ moft violent Calvinifts of this diftrifl, and 
: hoflility difturbed the peace of his own 
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ia.m\\j and the profpects of at leall one of hi» 
children ; yet he poflefled no feftarian fpirit, and 
in fpite of the ftatement in the "Life" jufr 
alluded to, appended to his " Modern ReligiouS'r 
Converfation," I do not believe that my grand- 
father was ever what they call a profeffing Me« 
thodift— that is, a member of the Society, unlcfii 
it were juft at the clofe of his life. He has de^ 
fcribed his religious feelings very candidly in the' 
following lines of this poem, where he, in hi* 
aflumed charafler of "Richard,'' is accufed ot 
being an Arminian, or Welleyan (I quote froi 
the firft edition) ; — 

" I own ineenuoufly to you, 
I think tfieir doflrines nearly true ; 
I am not, Jemmy, of their feft. 
Yet I the people much refpeil, 
Wilh well to what they chiefly teach. 
And often go to hear them preach. 
But bigot im I not fo hearty 
To people, principles, or party. 
But that if any one can (hew 
My tenets are not juft and true, 
I will renounce them pladly then. 
And learn to think with nifer men." 

Neverthelefs, "Tommy Wright," as he w 
popularly called in the phrafeology of the north 
country, was thechampionoftheWelleyansin this 
diftrift, contributed largelyto their triumph over 
perfecution, and obtained the acquaintance and 
elleem of the great leaders of the Arminian party, 
including ilich men as John Wefley himfeif and 
Fletcher of Madeley. An interefting account of 
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his vifit to the latter in Shropfhire, in the year 
1773, in the courfe of an excurfion for the pur- 
pofe of obtaining fubfcriptions towards the ex- 
penfe of building a Wefleyan Chapel at Height, 
within half a mile of his own houfe, is given in 
the following pages. The building of this chapel 
appears to have given great offence to the Birk- 
heads of Brookhoufes, and explains the violent 
quarrel with his wife defcribed in the following 
narrative (page 104). He appears to have made 
the acquaintance of John Wefley during fome of 
the excuriions of the latter to preach his dodbines 
and principles in this part of the country, perhaps 
nearly about the fame date. From this time he 
entered warmly into the difputes between the 
Calvinifts and Wefleyans, and his alliance was 
the more valuable as he could handle with con- 
fiderable power the rather formidable weapons 
oftatire and ridicule; and, as his mind had a 
ftrong poetical turn, he ufually compofed his con- 
troverfial writings in verfe. Among the moft 
violent, and it may be added, the moft abufive 
of the writers of that time againft the Arminians, 
and efpecially againft Fletcher of Madeley, was 
Richard Hill, £fq.,of Hawkeftonein Shropfhire, 
anceftor of the prefent Lord Hill, who fucceeded 
his father as Sir Richard Hill, Bart., in 1783, 
and. was one of the reprefentatives of Shropihire 
in Parliament during a great part of his life. In 
his " Modern Familiar Religious Converfation," 
the author charadlerizes this champion of the 
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Calvinifts, who was in the habit of preruinina| 
rather too much on his ariftocratic pofition, 
the following lines : — 

"Though liigh-born, ftlf-importani Hi!l, 
In height of CHlvinifticieal, 
For want of better weapons, fight 
With Icorn, contempt, reproarh, and fpitej 
An<] compafs you on every fide 
With laughter or difdainlul pride ; 
With this md that poor ftomiy rail, 
Of bathing-tub, or comet-tail." 

In 1775, Richard Hill, in a pamphlet entitli 
" Logica Wefleienfis," publifhed one of the moi 
fcurrilous perfonal attacks on Welley he had yet 
written, under the bantering title of a " Heroic 
Poem " in his praife, in reply to which Thoma! 
Wright wrote a very clever parody, under tht 
title of "A Heroic Poem in praife of Richard Hill^ 
Efq." which is printed in the Appendix to the 
prefent volume. It appears that he was prevented 
from pubhftiing this poem by the opinion of "one 
of no mean name," that fuch an anfwer to the 
Calviniftic affailant was only returning " railing 
for railing" — the perfon here referred to being, 
I fufpea, John Wefley himfelf; but he fent 
written copy of it to the Calviniftic champit 
at Hawkeftone. Three years after this he pul 
liflied a more general defence of the Arminian 
party, alfo compoied in verfe, and entitled (; 
parody on the title of Hogarth's celebrated pic- 
ture) " A Modern Familiar Religious Converfa 
tion," The origin of this book is explained il 
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the author's addrefs to the reader. " The occa- 
fion of the following piece was rather accidental 
than defigned. Having had frequent occafion to 
take notice of the great variety of differing 
opinions amongft the profefTors of Chriftianity, 
and to remaric their fpirit, pradtice, and manner 
of teaching each other, which I had done with 
fome degree of accuracy, and having been one 
day engaged with an acquaintance in a religious 
difpute, it afterwards proved an occafion of ex- 
citing in my mind the following thoughts: — I 
imagined to myfelf a perfon in great fufpenfe 
with refpeil to his religious opinion, yet ex- 
tremely defirous to learn, and fmcerely willing to 
embrace the truth. I next imagined this perfon, 
in his fearch after truth, applying himfelf to the 
different fefls of Chriftian profeffbrs one after 
another, for inftrui5lion and direilion : he would 
find every fucceflive party he applied to would, 
in its turn, alTure him, in the moft pofitive man- 
ner, that theirs was the only true fyftem of reli- 
gion, the only fyftem that was agreeable to the 
Word of God throughout ; he would find them 
very ready alfo to cenfure and condemn (with no 
Tmall degree of acrimony in general) every other 
party as (more or lefs) blind, ignorant, out of the 
way of truth, and involved in error. He would 
further find that every party would readily allow 
that the Word of God was uniformly and invan- 
tbly true; and at the fame time he would find 
gfery one of them profeffing to ground their 
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various, and even direiftly opjjofite, opinions u| 
t\ie fame Bible, and attempting to prove the tn 
of their incompatible fentiments from the fa 
book of God ! Under thefe circumftances, 
beheld my imaginary inquirer in the utmoft 
perplexity and confufion \ he had penetration 
enough to difcover, and generofity enough to 
difapprovc, all the unfair, unkind, and unchrif- 
tian pra£lices more or lefs made ufe of by moft 
parties, in order to blacken and difcredit thofe 
who differed from them in their religious fenti- 
ments ; yet, at the fame time, he had fenfc 
enough to perceive, and candour enough to own, 
that, amongft all or moft of the profefling parties, 
many perfons might be found of great natural 
abilities, various and deep learning, ftriit morals, 
and unblemi{hed charaAers, both as men 
Chriftians, in every pradlical refpeifl. Ye 
this did but ferve to heighten his dilemma andi 
increafe his uncertainty: and being refolved to 
deal fairly and ingenuoully with his own foul, and 
not to efpoufe any fentiment merely becaufe foch 
a great man, or fuch a fafhionable or creditable 
party, had efpoufed it, I faw him fairly forced 
at laft to have recourfe to prayer and the Word 
of God, that by comparing what each party in 
its turn advanced for truth with that unerring 
ftandard, fairly taken together, he might be able 
to judge for himfelf. Being in this train of 
thought, and having fomething of a poetical turn, 
I put down (dialogue- wife) fome of the firft para- 
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graphs of the following cflay, without any farther 
defign, at that time, than to write a (hort copy 
of verfes for my own amufement; but the fub- 
je£t growing upon me as I proceeded, the con- 
fequence was, I have drawn it out to the prefenl 
length." The further hiftory of this book is 
told as follows by the Wefleyan writer of the 
"Life" of the author given with the fecond 
and poflhumous edition, who informs us that, 
" pofl'efling an excellent memory, he often enter- 
tained his friends by repeating to them a great 
part of this poem. They generally ejipreffed 
themfclves highly delighted with it. The high 
feafoning of Hudibraftic compofition which the 
author had imparted to it, excited their rifible 
tnufcles to a high degree ; and they frequently 
declared it to be a performance which contained 
much matter in a fmall compafs. After mature 
confideration, he relblved on publilhing it. The 
demand for it was much beyond his cxpeflations. 
In a very fliort time there was not a copy of it 
to be procured. It operated hke an electric 
fhock on the Calviniftic poetafters and pam- 
phleteers of that day. Not one of them found 
it convenient to give a reply to what they termed 
' a worthiefs produftion.' It fcaled up their 
mouths in filence, and by the neighbouring ruf- 
rics it was thought to be unanfwerable." 

As we may fuppofe from these latter remarks, 
the author of this poem did not ftridlly carry out 
the defign declared in his preface — it is a warm 
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and a renfible defence of Arminianifm againft 
Calvinirm. In the principal interlocutor Richard, 
the defender of Arminianifm, the author has re- 
prefented himfelfj and the narrative contains 
fevcral allufions to his own difputes with the 
Calviniftic party. We learn from one part of it 
that, fometime previoufly, on the occafion of one 
of John Wefley's vifits to the north, a rather 
zealous young Calvinift minifter of Stockport 
in Chefliire, whom he defignates as the Rev, 

T- - s B- ke, after vifiting the meeting at 

which he preached, and liftening to his fermon, 
wrote to Wefley a very infulting letter, which 
the great leader of Werteyanifm did not think 
worthy of a reply; but this letter having falli 
into the hands of "Tommy Wright," he I 
voured the writer with an anfwer, which appeart 
to have efFeiSually filenced him. The poem ol 
which I have been fpeaking was printed at 
Leeds, by J. Bowling, in the year 1778, under 
the title of " A Modern P'amiliar Religioui 
Converlation, among People of Dilfering Senti- 
ments : a Poetical Effay." It is a hook of meri^ 
and from a perufal of it we can well underftandl 
how it muft have excited the hoftility of t\» 
author's relatives at Brookhoufes, The firft edi- 
tion, publifhed anonymoully, is now a book of 
extreme rarity; in fail, the only copy I ever 
heard of, is the one I poflefs myfelf, and which 
has defcended to me from the author. But in 
1S12, a fecond and pollhumous edition was 
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printed, intended, I believe, for the Welleyans, 
under the modified title of " A Familiar Reli- 
gious Converfation inVerfe, by Thomas Wright." 
The editor profefles, and no doubt truly, that he 
printed it from "a copy which was correfled and 
amended by the author," but unfortunately adds 
that he had made alterations of his own, and he 
has given us no clue to enable us to diftinguifli 
his own alterations from thofe of the author. I 
have heard my father, who probably fupplied the 
copy with the author's alterations, complain ra- 
ther bitterly of the unwarrantable hberties taken 
by the editor. 

It is but juft to remark, that the brief" Life" 
prefixed to this edition of his book gives a quali- 
fied meed of praife to the perfonal charaiSer of 
its author, which was hardly fair to the memory 
of the man who had rendered fuch fignal fervices 
to the religious party for whom elpecially this 
Life was written. We are told that *' he was 
not a man dellitute of religion," but *' was fa- 
voured in his youth with the drawings of the 
Spirit of God ;" that *' when he arrived at riper 
age he felt the fame ftrivings within him," and 
that, when later in hfe he became more clofely 
connected with the Wefleyans, he was "not 
without having grievoudy to lament his frequent 
wanderings from God," becaufe "his popularity 
and his great vivacity were fources of great 
iptation and danger to him." In truth, 
aaaj Wright," of BirkenQiaw, poffeffed 
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none of that fort of afcctic fpirit which the 
lots of either pa.rty were too apt to confidl 
as the chief proofs of true piety. He poffefled, 
from his fchoolhoy days, a genial difpofition and 
a readinefs of wit, combined with many focial 
qualities, which, afide from the religious ani- 
mofities, endeared him to all his acquaintances; 
and I have heard, years ago, aged people who 
had known him in the latter part of his life, 
fpeaking of him with a feeling of affe£lion which 
can hardly be defcribed, They fpoke of him 
as being well known as the friend of every one 
who wanted honeft advice and affiftance; and I 
have heard one of them defcribe how, when any 
individual under fuch circumftances applied to 
him, he took him into his kitchen, feated him by 
the kitchen fire — which was in thofe days the 
ufual place of intimate converfation— gave him 
a pipe (for he appears to have been given to 
fmoking), and then inquired into his wants, with 
a friendhnefs which nobody could miftake. In 
his earlier youth — although even then he was a 
great reader — we find him, in his own narrative, 
affbciating largely with the people around him, 
and he feems to have at times regretted the lofs 
of time which, in an intelieiSual point of view, 
might have been mote profitably employed. He 
was a good fhot, and loved the pleafures of the 
chafe. He appears even to have mixed not un 
willingly in the ruftic amufements of the people,) 
Under the charailer of Richard, in his " Model 
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Familiar Religious Converfation," he intimates 
that one of the charges brought by his over-pious 
enemies againft him was that he had joined in 
the dance on the village green. When in 
Richard's abfence one of his religious opponents 
attempts to plead a little in his favour, another, 
more fevere, replies, — 

** 'Tis all hypocrify and pride 
(Mary with zealous warmth replied) ; 
I've known e*er now when he's been found 
Dancing upon the devil's ground, 
At wakes, and feafts, and fairs, among ^ 
The thickeft of the carnal throng." 

On which his feeble apologift remarks — 

" That may be too (fays Will), but what 
Would you, my friend, infer from that ? 
A man may rife and fall, 'tis plain, 
And rife, and ^1, and rife again. 
Judge as feverely as you can, 
'Tis fettled habit ihows the man. 
Has Dick walk'd always thus contrary ? 
Is it his conftant pra£lice, Mary ? 
Perhaps, when alt the truth appears. 
It has been once in twice feven years. 
O Mary ! vrcrtyou fearch'd to th' quick. 
As narrowly as you fearch'd Dick, 
'Tis like you never would be known 
To caft at Dick another ftone." * 

Only a few years ago, many ftories were cur- 
rent in the locality where he lived, of the ready 

* In the fecond edition, thefe lines are altered as fol- 
lows : — 

Mary. Yes, that may be ; yet he's been found 
Dancing upon the devil's ground. 
At fairs and wakes, nor thought it wrong 
To be the foremoft in the throng : 
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wit, ihcfang'froid, and the ingenuity of " Tommy 
Wright,"ofBirkenfliaw, which proved his great 
popularity; and Tome of them are ftill remem- 
bered among old people. I have heard one of 
thefe old people tell how, in one of the lanes 
through which he had to pafs on his way home at 
night, he was attacked by a highwayman on 
foot, or (in more technical language) a foot-pad, 
who, with terrible threats, demanded his money. 
My grandfather carried with him, concealed, 
what was then either new, or newly improved, 
and was almoft unknown in that part of the 
country, a bull's-eye lantern, which, with a 
threatening roar, he thrull out at arms' length 
towards the face of his alTailant, The latter, 
who could not in the dark very well diftinguifli 
the form of the man he had to deal with, was 
taken entirely by furprife, and, believing that he 
had met with fome fupernatural monfter, fell on 
his knees in abfolute terror, and begged to be 

This was when he had firft begun 
After the Methodifts lo run. 
IViU. What follows then i "lis very plain 
A man may rife and fall again. 
Judge as fevercly as you can, 
Confirmed habits Ibew the man. 
Has this Dick's praflice always been. 
To daace upon the village green ? 
Perhaps, when all the truth appears, 
'Twas only once in fourteen years. 
Were you but fearched to the quick, 
As narrowly as you fearch Dick, 
You never would again be known 
To caft at him anoUier (tone. 
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forgiven for what he fai'd was his firil offence of 
the kind, which he promifed never to repeat if 
he might be allowed to go away unfcathed. On 
another occafion he played a pradtical joke upon 
a tailor. It was the culiom, when any perfon 
wanted new clothes, to furnifli his own cloth, and 
to fend for the tailor to his houfe, who was ufually 
inilalled upon the kitchen table as his board, and 
who received fo much a day, and remained there 
till his work was finifhed. The tailor employed 
on this occafion, who was probably the only one 
near at hand, was rather noted for his idlenefs, 
and he was efpecially in the habit of falling afleep 
in the middle of his work. His employer deter- 
mined to cure htm of this, and he contrived that 
fome heavy weight fhould be fufpended above 
him in a manner the details of which I have for- 
gotten, but it dropped on the table in the middle 
of the tailor's fieep with fuch a frightful noife, 
that he awoke in fo great an alarm, that he leaped 
from the table, ran away, and could never be 
perfuaded to return to the fame place again. 
Whether it cured him of his idle habits or no, 
I am not informed. Among many other ftories 
of this kind, of which I have but an imperfefl 
recollection, I remember one, which, when but a 
mere boy myfelf, I have heard told by my father, 
and which always feemed to me an amuling ex- 
ample of cruelly tormenting. 

will be feen in the following narrative, 
tnitay Wright" fet ftorc on his orchards 
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at Lower Blacup, and he was very much atinoyi 

when, for feveral confeculive nights, he found 
them plundered by depredators. One day the elder 
"Tommy" coldyoung"Tommy'' to prepare his 
gun [both were good fhots, though the latter was 
but a boy), and to be ready to ftay up with him 
all night. He loaded both guns with fmall grains 
of hard rock-falt intead of fhot, and, taking his 
fon with him, placed himfelf in a place of con- 
cealment in one of the orchards, and waited the 
events. In the middle of the night feveral per- 
fons came into the orchard furniftied with large 
facks, which they began to fill with fruit, but 
the two watchers ftole from their hiding-place, 
gained a pofition at a diftance from -which the 
fhot would penetrate only through the fkin, and 
then, giving the alarm, took aim at the lower 
and more tender parts of their bodies as they had 
turned their backs in flight, and fairly falted 
them alive. The known refult was, that the 
orchards at Lower Blacup were, for a long time 
afterwards, free from fimilar intruders. 

Another anecdote of the ready wit of the writer 
of the following Autobiography enjoyed a greater 
local reputation than all the reft. At the time of 
his fecond marriage he had become bald, and was 
in the habit of wearing a wig. He employed a 
barber in Bradford, the neareft place it is to be 
prefumed where a barber capable of fuch a work 
could then be found, to make him a new wig, 
and this barber was named Jofliua Craven. He 
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appears to have been a very dilatory workman, 
and the delivery of the new wig was delayed until 
the patience of him for whom it was deiigned 
became exhaufted. One day he called into his 
house a neighbour who was pafling on his way to 
attend Bradford market, and afked him to wait 
while he wrote a line to his barber ; and in a 
few minutes he gave him the promifed letter, 
which he duly delivered as dire£ied, and was fur- 
prifed at the broad laugh which burft from the 
receiver when he had opened and read it : in fad; 
it contained the following extempore lines : — 

" Mr. Joihua Craven, I wifh your pate ihaven, 
And over your fhoulders a twig ; 
I muft have this ado, to fend to and fro. 
And yet you won't make me my wig, 

** How long, with a vengeance ! muft I dance attendance 
On you, you dilatory prig. 
And run in the cold, with my head bare and bald ? 
And yet you won't make me my wig. 

** Would you fend me my bob, to cover my nob. 
Why then I might ftrut and look big ; 
Now I'm forced to-be fquat, and keep on my hat. 
And all for the want of my wig. 

** Don't you know, blefe your life, I've grot a young wife ? 
And did you but hear her fweet voice ! 
When (he fees I am bald, ihe thinks I'm grown old. 
And is fit to repent of her choice. 
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I vow and proteft, if you don't do your beft. 
And fend it by Saturday night, 

I'll furely refent it, and make you repent it. 
As fure as my name's Thomas Wright. 
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It is to be fuppofed that fuch an appeal could not 
fail to have the defired effeiSl.* 

The author was celebrated for an extraordinary 
memory, of which I have heard fcveral anec- 
dotes. It is ftill remembered In one of the ma- 
nufaitories in which, when the increafe of his 
femily called for all his refources, he took employ- 
ment, that " Tommy Wright " could repeat the 
whole of Milton's " Paradife Loft" whenever 
called upon, befides the works of other poets j and 
yetthat he could not remember accurately for a few 
hours a common bufinefs commiffion. This is, 
perhaps, fomewhat exaggerated on the fide of the 
forgetfulnefs, although he had evidently no tafte 
for bufinefs ; but only a few years ago I heard 
direflly the following anecdote from an old man, 
who may be ftill alive, and who was when young 
his intimate neighbour. This perfon, who was an 
intelligent man, and in eafy circumftances, ftated 
that, on the day when the "Leeds Mercury," 
then a young newfpaper, arrived, " Tommj 
Wright" ufually brought it with him to his hoi 






• Thefe verfts were mftrted in the local newipapere at 
the time of the author's death, and it is (rant a cutting from 
one of thefe in my own pofleffion that I give them here com- 
plete. Within the laft ftw weeks I have received fi 
tvro differenc quarters in that neighbourhood the ftory, » 
imperfect copies of the verfes tafcen down from oral rec 
tion, a proof of the popularly of the writer, and at tl 
fame time a curious example of the length of time through 
which in fome parts of the country fucn traditions ai 
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took his ufual feat by his kitchen fire, and, after 
both had lit their pipes, proceeded to read it 
through. The " Mercury" was then, of courfe, 
comparatively a fmall paper ; but when he had 
once read it, if called upon immediately after- 
wards to repeat either the whole or any part of 
it, even an advertifemeni, he could do it without 
hefitation, and fo accurately that it was quite 
unnecelTary to refer to the paper itfelf 

Birkenlhaw, with the name of which that of 
Thomas Wright is more efpecially conne£led. Is 
even now a rather wild and ftraggling village, 
rpread over the top and fides of bleak elevated 
land ; but in the laft century it muft have been 
a very dreary place. A houfe, or rather a cot- 
tage, the end one of a row, is ftill pointed out and 
known to fome of the inhabitants as the one in 
which he lived, after his removal from Lower 
Blacup. This latter houfe remains much in the 
condition which it prefented in his time. The 
front and larger part of it appears, indeed, from 
the Hone mullions and antiquated glazing of its 
windows, to be a building of fome antiquity, per- 
haps as old as the earlier half of the feventeenth 
century. He fpeaks of having let off part of it 
as a feparate tenement, which expofed him, 
through the difhonefty of his tenant, to a ferious 
robbery ; and it ftill remains divided into two 
houfes. It is prettily fituated on the fide of the 
hills which form the fouth-weftern fide of a rich 
and piclurefque valley, with a ftream Immediately 
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below, and a wood, once fpreading eaftwardly 
over the ftcepcr fide of the hill above, and muft 
have been, in the laft century, before fo many 
faftory chimneys had been raifed in its immedi- 
ate neighbourhood, a fmgularly rural and retired 
place. As this houfe was the fcene of a rather 
important and aiSive period of his life, that of 
his hrlt marriage and widowhoad, it has been 
thought that a view of it would form an appro- 
priate frontifpiece to his Autobiography ; and it 
has, therefore, been engraved from a very admi- 
rable photograph, made for me by Mr. J. Beldoii, 
of Bradford, a young photographer of great talent, 
and who promifes to attain a high pofition in his 
art. Lower Blacup is rather more than three 
miles nearly fouth of Birkenfhaw, and about half 
a mile from Cleckheaton, which, though now a 
confiderable place, was then only a good-fized 
village. Bradford itfelf, four miies northward 
from Birkenfhaw, was then a fmall town in com- 
parifon with its prefent extent. 

Brookhoufes, which holds fo important a plai 
in the following narrative, ftands alfo on the floj 
of the fame fweep of hills, but on the oppofitt 
fide of Cleckheaton, beautifully fituated, with the 
little river Spen winding round the foot of the 
bank on which it ftands ; and overlooking Cleck- 
heaton, which occupies the rifing ground at a 
very fhort diftance on the other fide of the river. 
Through Cleckheaton, it would be lefs than 
mile diftant from Lower Blacup, and the difti 
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is not much more than a mile by the more plea- 
fant road along the foot of the hills. The prin- 
cipal part of the houfc at Brookhoufes built by 
the Birkheads ftill remains, but part of it has 
been pulled down, and fome rather handfome 
additions raifed on the file. At a very (hort dif- 
tance behind the houfe, the old Balm Mill ftill 
remains, the place where my grandfather ufed to 
meet Mifs Birkhead during his courtftitp. Be- 
tween it and the houle runs the lane which leads 
to great Gomerfail, and thence to Birkenihaw 
and to Birftall. The chapel at Cleckheaton, 
that of the Independents, which the Birkheads 
frequented, has been rebuilt fmce that time ; but 
the tomb of Lydia Wright, with the infcription 
raifed over her by her hufband, as defcrihed in 
the following pages, ftill ftands in the burial- 
ground, and the tablet to her memory infide the 
chapel ; and near that of my grandmother ftands 
the tomb of her brother and parents, which bears 
the following infcription: — "May this marble 
perpetuate the memory of William, Son of Mr. 
William Birkhead, of Brookhoufes, who departed 
this life the 25th of April, 1780, aged 21 years, 
— Mary Birkhead, Mother of the above, died 
April 29th, 1796, in the 80th year of her age. — 
William Birkhead, Father of the above William 
Birkhead, and Hulband of Mary, died March 
3rd, 1797, in the 100"' year of his age." 

It DiuH not be fuppofed that in this country 
jDloinas Wright was buried among a population 
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of mere ignoranr ruftics. A confiderable portion 
of the people around him were occupied in the 
cloth manufacture, and were fteadily laying the 
foundation oftheprefentmanufaiSluring wealth of 
the diftritt, and fome of them had already en- 
riched themfelves by their induftry and intelli- 
gence. The very agitation of religious contro- 
verfy, whatever elfe it might do, tended to give 
aflivity to people's minds. There were, more- 
over, in the country around, a few men who had 
raifed themfelves to intelleflual diftindlion. At 
Bierley Hall, about two miles to the north-weft 
of Birkenftaw, lived Dr. Richardfon, F.R.S., 
the eminent natural! ft, with whom Thomas 
Wright was intimate in his youth. Field- 
head, in the parifti of Birftall, was the refi- 
dence of the Prieftleys, where they eftabliflied 
a celebrated boarding-fchool for ladies, to which 
he fent one of his daughters. As the cele- 
brated Dr. Joleph Pricftley, who was born at 
Field-head, was refident at Leeds during feveral 
years fubfequent to 1 767, he muft have frequently 
vifited his near relatives at the place of his birth, 
and it is at leaft probable that my grandfather was 
perfonally acquainted with him. He vifited Mifs 
Bofanquet, fubfequently the wife of Fletcher of 
Madeley, at Crofs Hall, in the parifli of Bailey, 
about three miles to the eaft of Birkenihaw, and 
it was there that he heard the remarkable ghoft- 
ftory rela 1 the following pages (p. 132). He 

defc nd, John Taylor, of Great 
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I Gomerfall, tittle more than a mile to the fouth of 
' Birkenfliaw, the enterprifing and intelligent mer- 
I chant and manufaiflurer, whofe chara£ter is drawn 
fo admirably by Charlotte Bronte under the name 
of Mr. Yorlce, in the novel of " Shirley." 
I The manufcript of the following Autobiogra- 

phy, in the hand-wriiing of the author, is in my 
pofleflion, having defcended to me as a fort of 
heir-loom. He appears to have commenced it 
in the year 1795, when he was fixty-one years 
old, and to have intended to bring it down only 
to that year, which he mentions more than once 
in the text as the year in which he was writing ; 
but he fubfequently continued it to 1797. In 
the manufcript he has further added notes of 
events in the three following years, but as they 
merely relate to private tranfadtions and difputes, 
among fome of the younger branches of the 
family, and have no intereft for the general reader, 
I have judged it advifable to clofe it with the 
year i797,according to the originaldefign. The 
title in the manufcript is, *' Memoirs of Thomas 
Wright and his Family, interfperfed with Re- 
marks and Moral Reflexions on Occurring Cir- 
cumftances, &c., written by Himfelf for the In- 
formation, Inftrudtion, and Amufement of his 
Children, 1797." Autobiography feemed to me 
a better title for it, when printed, than Memoirs. 
As I learn from an entry in the manufcript [in 
handwriting of my father), Thomas Wright, 
^•iikenfhaw, died of an attack of typhus fever. 
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on Friday, January 30, 1801, at about feven 
o'clock in the evening, eight days (hort of fixty- 
five years of age. He was buried at the White 
Chapel, in the north of the parifli of Birftail, at 
the lower end of the chapel, by the fide of his 
daughter Hannah, his fourth child by his fecond 
marriage, who had died only eleven days before 
him, at the age of ten years and a half. He re- 
tained his office of infpe^or of woollens (or, 
cloth-fearcher) to the end of his life. 

Thomas Wright appears to have been much 
attached to his children, and he defcribes the 
death of a favourite fon, named John, in a de- 
tailed account which is extremely pathetic. The 
lofs of this child feems to have weighed heavily 
on his mind for feveral years, in which he devoted 
the anniverfary of the forrowful event to the 
compofition of a fhort poem to his memory. 
Thefe he has carefully copied, along with one or 
two controverfial pieces in verfe, in a volume of 
MS. accompanying the Autobiography, evidently 
intending them as an appendix to it, and as fuch 
I have printed them at the end of the prefent 
volume. The laft of thefe relates to fome local 
controverfy, and would require an explanation 
which I am not able to give, for local trafls of 
this kind are very rare. Mr. Thomas Taylor 
Vk'as a well-known and diftinguilhed Wefleyan 
itinerant preacher, who travelled in the Birftail 
circuit in 1771 and 1772, and was appointed to 
the Bradford circuit two years later ; he had been 
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a blackfmith. Mr. John Knight, an early Wef- 
leyan convert, who had been a poor collier, and 
had afterwards turned Calvinift, attacked him in 
a pamphlet, in which he fought to throw ridi- 
cule on his former occupation under the name of 
Polyphemus the Cyclops. ** Tommy Wright " 
came to the refcue of Taylor in a poem which 
is fiill of humour, and contains fome powerful 
writing. I have not thought it neceflary to print 
the rather long criticifm in profe on the con- 
troverfial notes to Knighf s poem, which follows 
in the manufcript. 

I have only to add, that it was thought a few 
explanatory notes, efpecially on the localities 
mentioned in the Autobiography, would render 
it much more interefting to the general reader, 
and that I owe nearly all thefe illuftrations to a 
very refpefted friend in Bradford, Mr. Abraham 
Holroyd, who is remarkably well acquainted with 
the whole country around that town, and with 
its hiftory and traditions. 

Thomas Wright. 



Sydney Street^ Brompton, London. 
December, 1863. 
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF THOMAS 

WRIGHT. 

Sow exceedingly limited is human 
knowledge in this tranfitory and im- 
perfedl ftate of things ! Even men 
, of the fineft geniufes and deepeft 
refearches, men of the greateft parts, learning, 
and diligence, do but make low attainments in 
knowledge, comparatively fpeaking, either with 
refpeft to the things of the natural or fpiritual 
world ; but with lefpeSt to the bulk of mankind, 
comprehending the middle and lower ranks of 
people, they appear, with fomc exceptions, to be 
funk in ftupid ignorance, and to know very little 
even of the world they dwell in, or the inhabit- 
ants thereof, much lefs of things of a more ab- 
ftrufe nature, but to content themfelves in general 
with a knowledge of thofe mechanic arts, or 
manual employments, that are neceflkry to ob- 
tain riches or a greater or lefs plentiful fubfifience 
in the prefent ftate. Nay, how little is known 
by the generality of the people even of their own 
families, very few being able to trace back their 
^} B 
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defcent beyond their grandfathers ; and, indeed, 
there appears little deilre in general to know 
either from whom or from whence it is we fpring ; 
notwithftanding the defire of remembering thofe, 
and being remembered By thofe, we moft efteem 
on earth, feems congenial to the human heart : — 



II 



For who, to dumb forgetfiilnefs a prey 

This pleailng anxious being e'er rengn' . . 
Left the warm precinfts of the cheerful day, 



This pleailng anxious being e'er rehgn'd ? 
jft the warm precinfts of the cheerful day, 
Nor caft one longing, lingering look behind ? 



" On fome fond bread the parting foul relies, 
Some pious drops the clofing eye requires 5. 
E'en from the tomb the voice of nature cries. 
E'en in our a(hes live their wonted fires." 

If every father of a family who can read and 
write would take the pains to record the births, 
baptifms, marriages, deaths, and moft remarkable 
providential occurrences towards himfelf and the 
different branches of his family, while under his 
obfervation, it would be a circumftance that might 
prove in many refpefts both ufeful and enter- 
taining to his fucceflbrs. 

I could wifli to give a more particular account 
of my anceftors than I am able, they all having 
died while I was very young ; and I, like moft 
of my neighbours, having received nothing but 
verbal accounts concerning them. However, I 
will put down all that has come to my knowledge 
concerning them, and be more particular when 
I come to myfelf and the affairs of my own more 
immediate family. It may fome time, perhaps, 
prove a leifure hour's ufeful amufement to fome 
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branch of my family into whofe hands it may 
fell after I am gone. 

Thomas Wright, my paternal grandfather, 

(after whom, I fuppofe, I was named,) fome time 

kept the Bowling Green Inn, in Bradford, York- 

'fliire ; * where, after he married my grandmother. 



* The Bowling Green- Inn, Bradford, ftill remains, and 
is one of the beft in the town. It is a long old building, 
fronting on the level open fpace called from the earlieft 
times the Bowling Green, and is at the weft end of Bridge 
Street on the road from Wakefield. Outfide there are 
the marks of many alterations, fuch as windows walled up 
in fome places, and broken out in others j doorways walled 
up, and freih ones broken out in other parts. In the infide 
the rooms are fmall and low, and large fquare beams are 
thrown acrofs the whole to fupport the flooring of the 
upper rooms. This maflivenefs and ftrength was formerly 
no doubt meant to fupport properly the heavy ftone flags 
with which all rooms in this part were flagged. Wooden 
flooring, which is both warmer and lighter, has now 
become common in all new ere6tions. Such is the account 
given me by Mr. Abraham Holroyd of Bradford, who adds, 
** My earlieft recolle6lions of the inn reach to a time when 
one Joe Ward was landlord ; and there ufed formerly to 
be held here meetings on particular fubje6ls, and the 
fpeakers addrefled the crowds aflTembled in the open fpace 
in front from an old balcony v^hich yet runs the whole 
length of the hotel. It ufed formerly to be the beft hoftelry 
in Bradford, as the ftables in the rear yet teftify j and the 
mail coaches ufed to ftart from and arrive in here with 
tremendous ado. But this has all pafTed away, and the inn 
is now the haunt only of the neighbouring tradefmen and 
of the country farmers, who put up here on the market- 
days ; and it is a rendezvous alfo of that flitting race the 
commercial travellers. The other oldeft hoftelries in Brad- 
ford are the IVoolpacks, Pack Horfe, King's Arms, and the 
BulTs Head in Weftgate, at which laft the farmers and others 
ufed to keep a market on both fides of the Itreet. At the 
Bull's Head in Weftgate our earlieft merchants and manufac- 
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he lived and died with credit and efteem amongfi 
his neighbours. I underftand by his will (which 
I have by me) that he was by trade a cloth- 
drefler ; and I have heard that the family came 
originally from Keighley,* or its neighbourhood, 
and fettled about Wibfey ; f and fome of the de- 



turers ufed to occupy the beft front room upftairs to hold a 
kind of Chamber of Commerce. During the wars of Eng- 
land with the elder Napoleon the news from our armies 
was retailed and difcufled by thefe gentlemen when they 
met on the market-day at the Bull's He^d. If the news 
was againft us, they broke up early, and all went to their 
homes in the country in a ferious and defponding manner; 
but if viftory had been with our army, they feafted, ftayed 
late, and got jolly well drunk on Mr. Illingworth's ftrong 
home-brewed ale, like good fellows and lovers of their 
country." 

* Keighley, then a not very confiderable town, about 
twelve miles to the north of Halifax, was celebrated for its 
manufactures in cotton, linen, and efpecially worfted, which 
were fold chiefly at Halifax and Bradford. 

\ Wibfey is now a very large village, and is in the 
townihip of North Bierley. It is nearly two miles fouth of 
Bradford, and has in and near it three churches, and feveral 
diffenting chapels. The great iron works of Low Moor are 
near Wibfey. There is almoft everywhere a village which 
is made the butt of thofe near it ; and the Wibfey people 
are fuppofed not to be fo fharp as their neighbours, and 
hence are called by others, " Wibfey Geefe," " Hullatt 
Wallers," and " Moon-rakers." It is reported of them, but 
whether the ftory be true or not may perhaps be doubted, that 
once upon a time, one of the Wibfey villagers faw fome- 
thing in a pond on the " Slack," which he fuppofed to be 
a cheefe — this was at night, fo oflT he fet and collefted 
feveral of his companions, and they, with a few hay-rakes, 
ftarted off to the place to recover the cheefe, if fo it might 
be. After feveral fruitlefs efforts to obtain the cheefe by 
raking for it in the pond, one of the party, poflefled of a 
little more fenfe than the reft, fuggefted that it might 
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lants remain ftill in the adjacent country, 
s is all I know of my grandfather Wright 
r to his marriage with my grandmother. If 
of my family fhould be defirous to know 
e, they may probably find an account of their 
riage and deaths in the pari{h regifter at 
Iford. Martha Wright, my paternal grand- 
her, (whofe maiden name> I have heard, was 
»kinfon,) and who came from Batley, had been 
ried before her connexion with my grand- 
er to a Richard Horton, by whom flie had 
J, a fon and daughter, whom I perfonally 
«r ; namely, Abraham Horton, my half-uncle, 
loemaker in Bradford^ who has left feveral 
that furvive ; and Martha Horton, my half- 
', who firft married a — Haworth, and was 
refs of the old Cock Inn in Halifax,* with 



le fliadow of the moon they faw in the water, as that 
aary was (hining brightly. Hence the name of *' Moon- 
rs," a term ftill applied to them. This, a little varied, 
need hardly be ftated, one of the well-known (tones 
e wife men of Gotham. But the Wibfey people are 
jed with fomething worfe than this j it is faid that 
are, and have long been, great eaters of " howpeys " 
fes). Forty years ago there was nothing in this part of 
ountry to compare with the Wibfey people for all kinds 
ickednefs and low brutiihnefs. Gambling and thimble- 
ing were common, and rapes and murders were frequent. 
cheap periodicals and the labours of the teacher are 
ely changing the habits of thefe miners and iron- 
:ers 5 and ere many years are paft they will be changed 
ely. 

The old Cock Inn, Halifax, is ftill in exiftence, and 
Is near the ** Corn Market." I am told that it has 
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great credit and reputation, above thirty years; 
but after the death of her iirft hufband fhe mar- 
ried a Nathaniel Longbottom, who proved but a 
very indifferent hufband, deferted her, and went 
to London, married a fecond wife during her 
lifetime, ufed to fend threatening letters to extort 
money from her,. &c. She told me fhe faw his 
apparition the night of his death, as flie lay awake 
in bed with a Mrs. Newton, with whom fhe 
lived at that time, and who was faft afleep by 
her fide — that flie looked earneftly at the ghoff: 
for fome time, and it looked as earneftly at her ^ 
but at laft (he covered herfelf with the bedclothes 
and faw him no more. She told her bed-fellow 
in the morning that Natty was dead ; ihe had 
feen him in the night, and expe£ied a letter with 
an account of his death by the next poft, which 
happened according to her expe£iation. She told 
me another inftance of the kind, which is as 
follows : — A Mr. Chriftopher Laverack, a reput- 
able tradefman (a maltfter) at Spen, in the parifh 
of Birftall,* who ufed to inn there, lying fick at 



undergone little alteration, and that it is ftill a flourifhing 
hoftelry. 

* Spen, or Spen Bank, lies between Cleckheaton and 
Birftall. There is a corn mill here, which was rebuilt fome 
few years fmce. Formerly the mill was managed by a 
family named Mann. There are about a dozen cottages 
near the mill ; and at a (hort diftance on the hill there is a 
houfe, rebuilt alfo a few years ago,- called Spen Houle. 
The place is lefs than a mile from Cleckheaton as you pafs 
towards Gomerfall and Birftall. 
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home upon his death-bed : fhe was doing fome- 
thing in the bar one evening about ten o'clock, 
and happening to lift up her eyes fhe faw his 
ghoft looking earneftly at her through the railing. 
She afterwards heard that he died exa£ily at that 
time. She always behaved very refpeftfuUy to me. 
She once vifited and ftayed with us a week at 
Lower Blacup,* and I ufually called to fee her 
when I went to town. She died in Halifax. I and 
my wife were invited to and attended her funeral. 
She was buried in Halifax Church, juft within 
the large front door, on the left hand entering in. 
I do not know whether any of her ifliie furvive. 
Thomas Cordingley, my maternal grandfather, 
lived for many years in the later part of his life 
at the Muldure Hall in Halifax, York{hire,t 
which, together with the mills, (namely, the Four 
Mills, Little Mill, Farrah Mill, and a frizing mill, 
with the grounds belonging to them,) he farmed 

♦ Lower and Upper Blacup are tw^ farms lying to the 
fouthreaft of Cleckheaton, and are but a (hort diftance from 
the latter place, perhaps half a mile. A friend tells me 
that the farm houfe at Lower Blacup is ftill a one-ftorey 
building all covered with thatch in its primitive condition. 
It is on the fide of a footpath which leads to Hightown, 
or Heetaan, and to Hatchett or Hartfhead Moor. The 
italics denote the way in which the people of the neigh- 
bourhood pronounce thefe names. Blacup is Bleckup. 

•f* Multure Hall is alfo ftill in exiftence ; but about 
twenty years ago it was altered, and converted into model 
lodging-houfes. Before the date of thefe alterations it 
was occupied by an old gentleman by the name of Stott, 
a noted antiquary in his day. It (lands by the fide of the 
ftreet called Cripplegate. 
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of Lord Irwin of Temple Newfome,* and which 
he occupied till he died. He had been married 
before his connection with my grandmother, and 
had iffue, two fons and a daughter, viz. Thomas, 
who lived and died near Farrah Mill,t without 
iffue. I have fince found he had another fon, 
my half-uncle Jolhua, who was poifoned in eating 
a falad, and lies buried by the fide of my mother, 
with this infcription upon his graveftone : — ** Here 
lieth interred the body of Jolhua Cordingley, 
milner, who died 19th July, aged 23 years. 
1730 5" and Martha, who married firft an — n 
Aked, by whom fhe had . feveral children 5 and 
afterwards a Benj. SutclifFe, a butcher, by whom 
fhe left no iffue. Not any of them now furvive. 
My grandfather, in his laft will, left me a fmall 
eftate called Oaks Fold, in Bowling, J from 



* Temple Newfome, about four miles from Leeds, came 
early in the feventeenth century into the pofleflion of the 
Ingrams, who were fubfequently created vifcounts Irvine. 
The laft Vifcount Irvine died here in 1807. The eftate 
fubfequently paffed to the Marquis of Hertford. 

f Farrah Mills, I am told, are in the valley between 
Halifax and Salterhabble. 

J Oaks Fold is in Birch Lane, in Bowling Lane, Brad- 
ford (borough), and is about one mile from the centre of 
Bradford. The land around Oaks Fold is now divided 
between three owners; viz., Mr. Ripley, the dyer; the 
heirs of Mr. Wroe ; and the Bowling Iron Works Com- 
pany. The Fold has in it now three farm-houfes and four 
cottages. The largeft of the farms is occupied by a family 
named Benfon, and the houfe they refide in was built in 
1617; and, as Mr. Benfon termed it, "had the top taan 
off abaat forty year fm\" The next farm, wrhich is but 
fmall, and keeps only two cows, is occupied by Mr, Jofeph 
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whence, I fuppofe, the family originally came. 
He lies interred in the family burying-place in 
Halifax churchyard. Martha Cordingley, my 
maternal grandmother, was daughter of Matthias 
Whitehead of Streetfide, between Dudley Hill 
and Weftgate Hill, in the lordlhip of Tong. 
They were a pretty numerous family. I re- 
member the names of four brothers and two 
fitters — Samuel, whofe only fon and child, Mat- 
thias Whi^head, inherits the family fettlement 
at Streetfide at this time (1793), and has iflue 
at prefent two fons and three daughters ; Benja- 
! min, who left feveral children of both fexes; 
Abraham ; and Jonathan, of whofe family I have 
no knowledge ; Lydia, who married Timothy 
Ellifon of Birkenfliaw (of whom more hereafter) ; 
Mary, who married a Mr. Richmond, diflenting 
minifter at Cleckheaton, by whom (he had a fon 
Robert, who was afterwards drowned ; and Han- 



Wright. His father was a Thomas Wright, and he was 
in the fervice of the Low Moor Company. The father of 
this Mr. Thomas Wright was a George Wright, a farmer 
in Bowling, but which farm he held I have not been able 
to afcertain. The prefent Jofeph Wright has a family of 
five J and as the farm will not Ibpport them, he takes em- 
ployment from Mr. Ripley, at his dye-works near by. 
The railway from Leeds to Halifax pafles only a few 
hundred yards from Oaks Fold, after you have paffed the 
Bowling ftation going towards Halifax. It is a nice fpot 
yet, and mult have been a lovely place before the towering 
mill chimneys began to pour or belch forth their volumes 
of black foot and fmoke j but if there ever were any oaks 
here there are none now. 



10 JUTOBIOGRAPHr OF 

nah, who died young, and who was remarkable, 
while yet a child, for being able to repeat feveral 
parts of the Bible by memory. This is moftly 
what I know of the progenitors or collateral 
branches of my mother's family. I have fince 
found a fon of my uncle Abraham Whitehead's, 
a Chriftopher Whitehead, a faddler, in North- 
gate, Wakefield. 

John Wright, my father, was born at the 
Bowling Green Inn in Bradford j I have heard 
of a brother and feveral fillers, but know nothing 
of any certainty of any of them, except one. Upon 
inquiry I have found that my father had two other 
fillers : — Mary, who married a — Harper at 
Halifax ; and Judith. My aunt Betty lived and 
died at Bradford. She married firft a W. North- 
rop, and afterwards a Thomas Craven, and left 
iflue by both huibands ; but I know little of any 
of them. She died in ftraitened circumftances, 
but was liberally behaved to while Ihe lived by 
Mr. Jofeph HoUings of Cottingley, a diftant and 
fubftantial relation of the family. At a proper 
age my father was put apprentice to a Jer. 
Jagger, a cabinet-maker of Halifax, where he 
became acquainted with and married my mother, 
Elizabeth Cordingley, daughter and only child of 
my grandfather with my grandmother Cording- 
ley. After their marriage they dwelt as long as 
they lived at Mul£lure Hall, with my grand- 
father and grandmother ; and as my grandfather 
was old, and my father young and a£live, he took 



1 
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the care of the mills upon himfelf, which he fuper- 
intended till his death. My mother bore him 
four children, namely — Mary, Martha, Thomas 
(myfelf), and Elizabeth, of whom fhe died in 
childbed. Elizabeth Wright, my mother, was 
born at the Muldure Hall in Halifax, the 
latter end of November, 171 1, and died at the 
fame place when Ihe had juft entered her twenty- 
feventh year; and was interred in the family 
burying-place, a little above the loweft gate near 
the fouth front wall in Halifax churchyard, where 
a ftone lies over her grave with the following 
infcription : — 

** Here lieth the body of Martha, the daughter 
of John Wright of Halifax, miller, who departed 
this life the i8th day of Auguft, 1736, aged 2 
years, 7 months, and 4 days. 

'' Alfo here lieth the body of Elizabeth, 
daughter of the above John Wright, aged fix 
hours. 

**And alfo Elizabeth, the wife of the above 
John Wright, who died February the 19th, 
1738, aged 26 years and three months." 

I know not where my eldeft fifter Mary was 
buried, but I fuppofe in the fame place. My 
father died about two years afterwards, turned 
(I fuppofe) of thirty years of age, and lies in- 
terred by the fide of my mother. I can juft 
remember my father twice. Once I afked him 
for a halfpenny as he fat by the firefide in the 
hall ; he gave me one, which I well remember 
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was a little thick one of George the Firft, rimmed 
round the impredions, which drawing my notice, 
feems to be the circumftance that fixed the oc- 
currence in my memory. Another time, which 
was on a Sunday, my father went out of the 
great parlour, as we called it, down the orchard 
below the hall, my grandmother, or fome one elfe, 
fent me out after him to call him back. I re- 
member I faw him go down the orchard and 
climb over the wall at the bottom, as if going to 
the Mills. I was jull then put into breeches. I re- 
member that I had on a white dimity waiftcoat, 
with a double row of buttons down the breaft ; 
that I was in my fhirt fleeves, not having put 
on my little coat ; that I fometimes called daddy 
and fometimes father. I had been ufed to call 
him daddy, but hearing fome of the neighbouring 
boys call their father, I thought I would call 
mine fo too, which fomewhat embarrafling me 
in my mind at the time, feems to have been the 
circumftance which fixed the occurrence in my 
memory. This is all I remember of my father. 
I cannot remember anything at all of my mother. 
After the death of my father and mother I was 
left to the care of my grandfather and my grand- 
mother Cordingley. My grandfather died not 
long after my father, and lies interred in the 
fame grave. By the death of my father and 
grandfather, my grandmother was left very for- 
lorn and expofed. She was left with a pretty 
large ftock in her hands, in cafh and furniture, 



THOMAS WRIGHT. 13 

and the articles of their bufinefs. The bufinefs 
of the mills was extenfive and complicated, and 
required far more management and attention than 
flie was capable of beftowing upon it; hence, 
flie was obliged to rely on the faithfulnefs of dif- 
ferent perfons to tranfaft her bufmefs for her, 
which fhe did till nearly ftript of all her pro- 
perty. Her lofs on this occafion, I have reafon 
to think, did not fall much fhort of a thoufand 
pounds. I remember a circumftance (child as I 
Was) which, among others, fufficiently indicated 
her critical iituation with regard to the rapid de- 
creafe of her property, over which I remember 
her forrowing very much. We had a woman 
in the houfe fhe hired as a maid, and chiefly to 
attend me as a nurfe 5 and as my grandmother 
Was very fond of me, fhe ufed to indulge me with 
any thing to play with I took a fancy to. Among 
other things fhe ufed to let me have twenty-feven 
and thirty-fix fhilling pieces of gold coin,* and 
when I was weary of them locked them up again 
in her defk. My grandmother ufed to attend the 
diflenting meeting-houfe on Sundays, and fre- 
quently left me and the maid at home by our- 
felves on thofe days. I can remember the woman 
having fweethearts attending her in my grand- 

• The twenty-feven (hilling piece was the moidore ; 
the thirty-fix (hillings, the double piftole. Thefe coins 
were properly Portuguefe and Spani(h, but they were in- 
troduced rather extenfively into our currency in the reigns 
of the firft Georges. 
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mother's abfence. And when I was troublefome 
for playthings, and in particular for the gold 
pieces, to get rid of my importunity ftie pro- 
duced a key which opened my grandmother's 
defk, and gave me the pieces to play with, with 
a ftricl charge not to tell my grandmother j and 
ftie took care to lock them up again before her 
return. It was therefore no wonder that her 
property wafted fo faft. Finding things go fo 
much the wrong way, my grandmother at laft 
gave up the mills to one Richard Aked, and re- 
moved to one of our own houfes at the bottom 
of the town, taking me and the maid along with 
her. The houfe is that which the widow of 
James Carleton occupies at prefent ( 1 793). Here 
my grandmother foon fickened and died j leaving 
me and my concerns to the care of her fifter, 
my great aunt, Lydia EUifon, of the parifh of 
Birftall — living at that time at the village of 
Birkenfliaw. My grandmother Cordingley was 
buried in the family burying-place before men- 
tioned. I made a fhort ftay with my aunt Lydia 
at her youngeft fon's, John EUifon's, at Birken- 
fliaw 5 and then, for the convenience of going to 
Bradford Free School, removed with her to her 
youngeft daughter Hannah's, who had married a 
Samuel Wood, a mixed clothmaker, refiding at 
a country place called Leifter Dyke,* about a 

^*^<5 is on the caft edge of the borough of 
» a very populous place. There are 
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mile from Bradford. . At this place I refided for 
fome years, and went from hence to Bradford 
School, where I went through all the Latin forms 
under the ulher Mr. Thomas Northrop. The 
upper mafter at that time, who taught Greek and 
Hebrew, was the Reverend Mr. Butler. At 
this fchool they taught every day in the week, 
begun every morning at feven o'clock, and loofed 
every evening at five o'clock, except Wednefdays 
and Saturdays, the afternoons of which days were 
devoted to writing, and we lay by at three o'clock. 
This was the praftice fummer and winter, fo 
that, living a mile off, I had to go and return 
morning and evening during every winter feafon 
in the dark. When I gave over learning at the 
Free School I went to learn writing and accounts 
with a Mrs. Betty Ward, who taught fometimes 
at her own houfe on the Broad Stones, and fome- 
times at the vicarage houfe oppofite the church, 
the houfe being at that time empty. I may ob- 
ferve here, that I learned to write a plain legible 
hand, fufficient for any purpofe of common 
life or common bufinefs 5 but believe I was in- 
capable of ever learning to be what is called a 



large mills, and rows of houfes and ftreets there, filled with 
bufy workpeople. The Great Northern Railway to Brad- 
ford has a ftation here. The place is near both the old 
village of Tong and Birkenftiaw, It was perhaps called 
Laifter Dyke from the fmall " beck," or " dyke," which 
runs through it, but which is indeed at prefent very incon- 
iiderable. 
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fine, or becoming a very quick or ready writer* 
With refpeft to accounts, I learned a good way, 
but never having occafion to make ufe of the 
more uncommon rules in the fubfequent fcenes 
of my life, I have now in a great meafure forgot 
them J though I fuppofe if neceflity required, the 
circumftance of having learned them once would 
make them more eafily attainable a fecond time. 
The common rules I retain ready enough. With 
regard to the other branch, or book learning, the 
bent of my genius lying ftrongly that way, I 
made a rapid proficiency above moft of my fel- 
lows; and here I muft regret, if at leaft we 
ought to regret any circumftance in life which 
appears to be more peculiarly permitted or 
brought about by the order of a wife and good 
fuperintending Providence, and in which our 
own will appears to have been little or not at all 
concerned, I fay, I muft regret the want of fome 
perfon or perfons attentive enough to my intereft 
to have noticed the bent of my difpofition and 
genius, and find out means (if means might have 
been found) to have put me out to fome of the 
learned profeffions. In this cafe I might perhaps 
have made a confiderable figure in the world, 
and thofe talents which fome have thought me 
poffefled of might have enabled me to have fup- 
ported myfelf and a family genteelly through life, 
which now ftand me in little more ftead than to 
make me perhaps a more pleafing and enter- 
taining companion among my acquaintance. 
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However, as I obferved above, as it appears to 
be the difpenfing of a wife and kind Providence, 
which appears in feveral inftances to have de- 
fignedly prevented me from appearing or a£ting 
in the more public fcenes of life, it becomes me 
to fubmit and be refigned, which I find myfelf 
the more readily difpofed to do, as I am fully 
perfuaded of the wifdom and goodnefs of Provi- 
dence in its difpenfations towards every individual, 
and firmly believe that God is — 

** Good when He gives, fupremely good, 
Nor lefs when He denies j 
E'en croffes from His gracious hand 
Are bleflings in difguife.'* 

I here take notice of the comparatively fuperior 
happinefs of childhood and youth. Pleafed, if in 
health, with the prefent, unanxious for the future ; 
roving at their leifure hours through the fields 
and groves in fearch of the little birds' nefts, or 
engaged in innocent plays or amufements with 
their fchool-fellows 5 when fometimes, perhaps, 
the fudden little unmalicious quarrel may excite 
" The tear forgot as foon as fhed," which, how- 
ever, is foon over, and they are bufy at their little 
amufements again. What a contraft this to the 
fcenes that await them. 

" Retired we tread a fmooth and open way j 
Through briars and brambles in the World we ftray. 
f/i^oppofition, and perplex d debate. 
And thorny care, and rank zxi^ flinging hate, 
Which choke our pafTage, our career control. 
And wound the firmeft temper of the foul/' 

Dr. Young. 
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I never view thofe fcenes of my youthful amufe- 
ments without feeling a deep regret for the lofs 
of thofe happy hours, and exclaiming with the 
poet,— 

" Ah happy hills, ah pleafing (hade, 

Ah fields beloved in vain ! 
Where once my carelefs childhood ftray'd, 

A ftranger yet to pain I 
1 feel the gales that from you blow 
A momentary blifs beftow ; 

As waving frefh their gladfome wing, 
My weary foul they feem to footh. 
And, redolent of joy and youth, 

To breathe a fecond Spring." 

Gray, 

The uncommon word redolent^ made ufe of 
here by Mr. Gray, means fmelling fweet giving 
a ftrong flavour, or reviving a lively, pleafing fen- 
fation or idea of joy and youth. I never fee chil- 
dren or youth at their playful diverfions, but I 
partake in a degree of their joy ; only regretting 
for them the ftiort continuance of their felicity. 
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Gay hope is theirs, by fancy fed, 

Lefs pleafing when polTeft j 
The tear forgot as foon as fhed, 

The funfhine of the breaft. 
Theirs buxom health of rofy hue. 
Wild wit, invention ever new, 

And lively cheer of vigour born j 
The thoughtlefs day, the eafy night. 
The fpirits pure, the flumbers light. 

That fly the approach of mora. 



" Alas, regardlefs of their doom. 
The little victims play ! 
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No fenfe have they of ills to come. 

Nor care beyona to-day. 
Yet fee how all around them wait. 
The miniflers of human fate ; 

And black Misfortune^s baleful train ! 
Ah, ihow them where in ambufh ftand 
To feize their prey the murd'rous band ! 

Ah, tell them they are men 1 

" Thefe fhall the fury Paflions tear. 

The vultures of the mind ; 
Difdainful Anger, pallid Fear, 

And Shame that fkulks behind ; 
Or pining Love fhall wafte their youth, 
Or Jealoufy with rankling tooth. 

That inly gnaws the fecret heart. 
And Envy wan, and faded Care, 
Grim-vifag'd, comfortlefs Defpair, 

And Sorrow's piercing dart. 
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Ambition this fhall tempt to rife. 

Then whirl the wretch from high. 
To bitter Scorn a facrifice. 

And grinning Infamy. 
The flings of Falfehood thofe fhall try. 
And hard Unkindnefs* altered eye. 

That mocks the tear it forced to flow ; 
And keen Remorfe, with blood defiled, 
And moody Madnefs, laughing wild 

Amid fevereft woe. 

Lo, in the vale of years beneath, 

A grifly troop are feen, 
The painful family of Death, 

More hideous than their queen ; 
This racks the joints, this fires the veins, 
That every labouring finew flrains, 

Thofe in the deeper vitals rage : 
Lo, Poverty to fill the band. 
That numbs the foul with icy hand 

And flow-confuming Age. 

** To each his fufFerings : all are men, 
Condemn'd alike to groan ; 
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The tender for another's pain, 

The unfeeling for his own. 
Yet ah, why fhould they know their fate ? 
Since forrow never comes too late. 

And happinefs too fwiftly flies. 
Thought would deftroy their paradife. 
No more ; where ignorance is blifs, 

'Tis folly to be wife.'* 

Yes, ye little fportive innocents, enjoy your 
happy ignorance, enjoy your childiih amufements, 
your youthful pleafures, while you may ; the cares 
and anxieties of life are haftening on, and will 
put a fpeedy end to your felicity. 

As I have been led infenfibly into fome account 
of myfelf, without beginning at my birth, I will 
now return and endeavour to give a regular and 
connected accpunt of myfelf from that period. 

I, Thomas Wright, of Birkenlhaw, in the 
parifh of Birftall, late of Lower Blacup, near 
Hightown, in the fame parifh, but originally of 
Halifax, was born at the Mulfture Hall, in Hali- 
fax, on Monday, the 27th day of January, 1736, 
about ten o'clock in the forenoon- (Feb. 7th, 
N. S. is now my birthday.) I was baptized 
at the parifh church of St. John's, in Hali- 
fax, on Monday, February the 24th, 1736. I 
lived with my father and mother, and grandmother 
and grandfather Cordingley, at the faid Muldture 
Hall, where they all lived together, till they all 
died. My mother died in child-bed of my fifler 
Elizabeth, when I was fomewhat turned of two 
years old. My father died a year or two after- 
wards, leaving me and my concerns to the 
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care of my grandfather and grandmother. My 
eldeft fifter Martha, a beautiful little girl, having 
<lied fometime before of the fmall-pox, my 
grandmother, who was extremely fond of me, as 
the only remains of her only offspring, and con- 
sequently very anxious to preferve my life, was 
perfuaded by a Doftor Nettleton, who was in- 
timate with the family, to inoculate me, as the 
fafeft method with that dreadful malady. I well 
remember the operation, it was on a Saturday ; the 
dodor feated me in a chair in the left wing of the 
Hall, bared my arms, made an inciiion with his 
lance in both my arms above the bend of my 
elbows, introduced the matter, and then bound 
up the parts. A young man, an apprentice, I 
fuppofe, ftood by all the time to obferve the 
operation. The dodtor gave me a penny, faying 
I was a fine boy, and obferving that I was the 
firft upon whom he had performed the operation 
who had not wept. The fever came on the 
Saturday following. The doftor, his wife, 
and apprentice, were afUduous in attending me, 
and very anxious for the confequence, as the 
pra£lice was new in the neighbourhood, and de- 
pended for its*credit upon the fuccefs of this and a 
few other inftances. I well remember them 
bringing me fyrups and fweetmeats almoft every 
day. However, by an improper treatment, that 
of keeping me too hot both without and within, 
which aftertimes and more improved knowledge 
have rectified, the eruption was great, and I was 
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much hazarded. Several of thofe inoculated 
the neighbourhood at the fame time, died, whi 
brought the pra£tice into difrepute at that 

However, by the blefiing of God, I furvivi 
but was pitted a good deal, and a flight inji 
remained on my right eye, which now, in my 
more advanced years, I find theefFeil of, it being 
much weaker than the other. My grandmother 
kept 3 maid-fervant, who had been long in 
family, her name Mary Moore, a daughter 
Anthony Moore, a blackfmith at Smithy-ftaki 
She kept this woman chiefly for thi 
nurfing and waiting on me. She afterwai 
married a John Wright, who came from Bel 
bridge,t but followed his trade of \ 
town. She was ftiU retained in the family al 
her marriage till my grandmother's death, 
my removal. They afterwards Uved in one 
my cottages in the Lower Church Steps till 
died. She lies buried, at her own defire, in 
family burying-ground. She left four children, 
John, Thomas, Elizabeth, and Maria. John en- 
lifted and went to America, where he died j Tho- 



• Smithy Stake is ihc name of a diftrift in Halifax 
MulCture Hall. 

f Bailiffe Bridge is in the pariQi of Dewihury, and 
about (ix iniles from Halifax. As you pals on the lailwaj 
from Leeds to Halifax, it lies at lefs than a mile diftance on 
the left hand, from (he LightdilFe ftation. It is here fpctt 
" Belly Bridge," but is never named fo now. There are 
two mills in the place, and it is now a confiderable place. 
The road from Wibtey Low Moor to Huddersfield paffea 
through it. 



1 



THOMAS WRIGHT. 23 

mas (my namefake) died a boy, foon after he had 
been over at Lower Blacup to fee me j both the 
daughters furvive, have both been married, and 
refide at prefent at the bottom of Halifax. The 
father in his old age was taken to the workhoufe, 
and died there. I have taken this notice of the 
family out of refpeft to my old nurfe, who though 
I believe her to have been blameable with refpeik 
to her freedoms with my grandmother's property, 
yet as I have reafon to believe flie repented of this, 
and always manifefted a parental love and regard 
for me to the day of her death, common gratitude 
requires from me this little tribute to her memory. 
May (he reft in peace ! After I recovered from the 
fmall-pox, I was fent to fchool ; firft to a petty 
fchool, taught by a Natty Binns, a lame man, 
in one of my own cottages at the bottom of the 
churchyard ; afterwards to a kind of free fchool, 
a little higher in the ftreet than our Hall, on 
the fame tide, taught at that time by a Mr. 
Thomas Simpfon. Here I learned till I attained 
a little writing, and Lilly's grammar in reading. 
In this interval my grandfather died, leaving my 
grandmother quite deftitute of all afliftance, an 
unhappy circumftance, as I have before obferved, 
both for my grandmother and me, whofe property 
from this time wafted faft. I ftop here to notice a 
few little circumftances. As foon as I became ac- 
quainted with letters, that inclination for reading 
and the acquitition of knowledge, which is one 
of the ftrongeft propentities of my nature, dif- 
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covered itfelf, I was never weary of my book, 
and by the time I was feven or eight years old, I 
had read through the Old and New Teftaments, 
and was well acquainted with every remarkable 
ftory to be found there, and in the Apocrypha. 
I well remember our maid, with whom I flept in 
a clofe or ceiled bed, when engaged with her 
fweetheart, ufed to bring me a candle to bed, and 
fet it on a ihelf in the bedfide, and a quarto bible 
I ftill have in the family. On this I ufed to read 
till twelve, one, or two o'clock in the morning, 
till I fell afleep, a dangerous praftice, though my 
nurfe came frequently to fee me. I notice alfo 
that my grandfather and grandmother dreffed me 
very well ; I remember wearing a filver-laced 
hat, a filver-laced waiftcoat, and my fliirt ruffled 
at the neck, breaft, and hands ; at the fame time 
I had pence for afldng for to buy ^ny kind of fpice 
or fweetmeats I pleafed, and the old people, 
though naturally careful, thought nothing too 
much they could do for me. I mention thefe 
things not out of vanity, but as indicative of the 
plentiful circumftances of my grandparents at that 
time ; a circumftance I have found corroborated 
fince by feveral elderly people, their contempo- 
raries, I have occafionally met with, particularly 
the late Doftor Alexander, who was a neighbour 
to and familiar with the family. He told me 
that they were always confidered as a very cre- 
ditable and fubftantial family. I notice the 
following inftance of my childifh ideas. A high 
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hill, or mountain, called the Haynes, rifes very 
abruptly from the bottom of Halifax, to a con- 
fiderable height. Our Hall ftood not far from 
the foot of this mountain, which I ufed to con- 
template very much from the top of our orchard. 
I verily thought the (ky refted on the top of the 
hill, and was very curious to go up and examine 
how it was, and touch the (ky. At length the 
time arrived to fatisfy my curiofity j my nurfe 
perfuaded my grandmother to let her go upon a 
vifit for three or four days to her hufband's 
father's, who lived at Belly-bridge, and to take me 
along with her. We fet off, accordingly, and I 
remember my nurfe, when we were afcending 
the old bank (which was the only road at that 
time), bid me obferve my afFeftionate grand- 
mother, who was anxioufly watching us up the 
hill from the top of the orchard, hardly knowing 
how to venture me out of her fight for the time. 
Well, we arrived at Whifk'em Dandies, a cot- 
tage fo called, fituated where the road croffes a 
lower part of the top of the hill j but alas ! 
the Iky, which I thought to have touched, was 
retired far away. However, this being my firft 
excurfion from home, every view and every ob- 
jeS was new to me, and I was fufficiently pleafed 
wd gratified with my journey. We lodged and 
chiefly boarded at the public-houfe at Belly-bridge; 
we ftayed three or four days, and then returned. 
I notice the following inftance of ill-nature. 
When my grandmother gave up the mills, (he 
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retained the Hall and gardens till a time fixed for 
her departure. In this interval I had one day 
climbed a plum-tree in the fide of our orchard 
next the lane leading to the mills ; Richard Aked, 
who had taken the mills, was going down to 
them, and feeing me in the tree, threw a fliarp- 
edged ftone violently at me, which cut a deep 
wound in my eye-brow, and fo frighted me that 
I leaped from the tree into the orchard, a con- 
fiderable height, but providentially efcaped break- 
ing my bones and having my eye knocked out. 
My grandmother was very angry, and threatened 
to profecute the man. I notice another circum- 
ftance. My grandmother was weak enough to 
admit the company of feveral defigning and in- 
terefted men, who pretended love to her. . Some 
of thefe, I have heard, tricked her out of feveral 
large fums of, money a little before her death. I 
remember the names of two of them j George 
Savage, and Abraham Baraclough. This latter was 
a cuftomer (he traded with, and I remember took 
me with him to his houfe, fomewhere in Shelf, 
where I ftayed a week or more. I know he ufed to 
let me ride on a pretty little white galloway he 
had, and tell me it fliould be my own. I take notice 
of two or three of my childifh play-fellows who 
ftill furvive in or about Halifax. Richard Nay- 
lor, who lived in a cottage in our back-fold, and 
whofe mother was very fond of me, and ufed to 
entertain me with ftories, fome of which I ftill 
remember ; he enlifted into the army, where he 
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remained many years ; he was by trade a mafon, 
and is at prefent a penfioner. George Wallace, 
a breeches-maker, and Bobby Alexander, fon of 
a phyfician of that name in Halifax, where Bobby 
now relides, and follows the profeffion of his 
father; and Billy Wood, fon of a huckfter 
oppofite our houfe, and who follows at prefent 
the bufinefs of his father. After our removal to 
our own houfe at the bottom of the town, my 
dear grandmother foon fickened and died, leaving 
me and my concerns to the care of her fifter, my 
great-aunt Lydia EUifon, of Birkenihaw, whom 
flie made the fole executrix of her will. I remem- 
ber my nurfe took me to the bedfide to take my laft 
leave of my expiring grandmother. She turned 
her head on the pillow and looked at me with a 
look of inexpreffible love, afFeSion, and concern, 
and had juft ftrength to exclaim, " Poor bairn ! " 
deeply pierced, no doubt, with the forrowful re- 
fle&ion of the forlorn, comfortlefs, and deferted 
ftate (he was leaving the little darling of her heart 
expofed to. She then ftretched herfelf out in the 
bed and expired. Thus did I lofe the neareft, 
deareft, and only dilinterefted friend I had left in 
the world. Farewell, my honoured, beloved, and 
affectionate grandmother; great was your ma- 
ternal care, love, and fondnefs for me. I was too 
young at the time to be duly fenfible of, or 
make a proper acknowledgement for your love 
and kindnefs, but I have felt deeply grateful for 
it fince, and as I hope and truft to meet you in 
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another and better ftate, I will thank you for it 
in heaven. 

Divine Providence, ever wife and good, how- 
ever myfterious in its operation, having thus 
deprived me of all my neareft and deareft friends, 
and caft me a forlorn orphan upon the care of a 
diftant relative, my great-aunt Lydia Ellifon, who 
had come over on the occafion, after the funeral 
and family concerns were fettled, I began my 
wandering pilgrimage by making my firft remove 
with her, from Halifax, my native place, to 
Birkenihaw. My old aunt had procured a large 
baflcet, or wifket* (as (he called it), which fhe 
filled with delf and china ware, and carried on 
her arm, with no fmall fatigue, to Birkenihaw. 
We fet off together on foot on the afternoon of 



* A Wifket J Mr. Holroyd tells me, " was a fmall (hallow 
baiket about ten inches in width, made fometimes of wire 
and fometimes of wicker-work : they were ufed in the 
fpinning-mills to carry yarn. When hand-loom weaving 
was common in this part of the north, the worfted weavers 
had to fteep the weft in water before they ufed it, after it 
had been wound on the bobbins. To get the water out 
again, thefe wifkets or fpool baikets were flung in ftrings, 
with a ring at the end to hold by, and were then fwung 
fwiftly round until the water had left the weft nearly dry 
again. There was a game when I was a boy common 
amon? children, which muft have been fuggefted from the 
ufe or the wifket as flated. The children formed a circle 
by taking hold of hands, and running around one way, 
and then the other, they repeated — 

* A wifket, a wafket. 
To buy a penny bafket : 
You a penny, I a penny, 
Turn round cheefes.' " 



THOMAS WRIGHT. 29 

a winter's day, and by the time we reached 
Oakenfhaw* it was dark. Being weary, I remem- 
ber I thought the Cliff Rollings Lane a very long 
one ; at laft, however, we reached our journey's 
end, the houfe of my aunt's younger fon, John 
Ellifon, at Birkenfhaw. Having been a much in- 
dulged child, and coming all at once to a ftrange 
place, and among ftrange perfons, I began to be 
very heavy-hearted. I flept with my aunt, and 

• Oakenihaw is a eood-fized village, about four miles 

fouth of Bradford, not far from Cleckheaton, near the line of 

railway from Bradford to the latter place. It is built at a 

place where four roads meet; viz., thofe from Bradford, 

Leeds, Cleckheaton, and Halifax. There is now neither 

church nor chapel in it, and the neareft will be thofe at Low 

Moor, and the White Chapel at Cleckheaton. This latter 

was erefted by the Richardfons of Bierley Hall, and a public 

houfe near by is now called the " Richardfon's Arms." 

There ufed to be a public houfe here, bearing the fign of 

the White Bear, and it was kept by a family of the name 

of Bateman for more than a hundred years. Some years 

ago, however, a perfon went and offered more rent than 

the Batemans paid, to the owner of the houfe and land. 

The greedy landlord, after taking off a piece of land, let 

the new tenant have the place, but the bufinefs ceafed to 

pay from that time, and had to be given up, and the whole 

building turned into cottages. In the centre of the village 

there ftand the remains of an old butter crofs, on which 

there ufed to flourifh a weather-cock ; but in a fevere ftorm 

about feven years ago, it was blown down. The inhabitants 

are principally colliers, and the reft are farmers, and thofe 

who work at the great Low Moor Iron Works. It was, 

even fifty years ago, a very ruftic village. The inhabitants 

were almoft wholly engaged in agriculture, and fo rude 

were their manners that they became a bye-word. It was 

laid of them that their hair was unkempt from Sunday to 

Sunday, and that an iron comb was chained to the tree 

which ftood in the middle of the village, for the ufe of all 

the inhabitants. 
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refrained myfelf while I thought her awake ; but 
as foon as I perceived her to be afleep, I burft 
out into a violent flood of tears, till I wept my- 
felf afleep. This I did many fucceeding nights, 
till my aunt difcovered me. She faid what fhe 
could to comfort me j but I longed to return to 
Halifax, but knew not the way. However, there 
was a man in the village named Jofeph Tempeft, 
who walked regularly to Halifax market every 
Saturday ; him I refolved to follow at a diftance, 
that he might not obferve me, but to keep within 
fight, for fear I fliould lofe my way. However, 
he difcovered me ; but on my promifing to return ; 
with him, he fuffered me to go. I ftayed perhaps \ 
2L week, and then John Wright, my nurfe's huf- \ 
band, brought me back again on horfeback. John 
EUifon was fond of ihooting ; I ufed to attend 
him in his excurfions, till I grew very fond of the 
diverfion myfelf. As there was no proper fchool 
at Birkenfliaw, my aunt removed with me to her 
fon-in-law's, Samuel Wood, at Leifter Dike, for 
the convenience of attending Bradford Free School. 
As I have taken notice of what happened to me 
in this fituation before, I will only notice a few 
additional circumftances. As I was returning 
home one winter's night in the dufk of the even- 
ing, in company with a fchoolfellow who was a 
neighbour, whofe name was Jofeph Bower, as 
we were entering into a field of about four or five 
acres, fituate on a declivity or hill-fide, the foot-path 
lying along the bottom, called the Gravemaker's 
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Clofe, becaufe at that time the grave-maker of 
Bradford Church farmed it, we obferved awoman^ 
as we thought, drefled all in white from head to 
foot, coming over the oppofite ftile into the fame 
field to meet us. The Angularity of her drefs 
attraded our notice. But fuddenly we had loft 
her ; but looking about we difcovered her about 
the middle of the field, apparently aiming at the 
upper crofs-corner. The unaccountable quick* 
nefs o( this remove rather alarmed me, and I 
could not help turning my head to obferve her 
procedure ; when fuddenly we had loft her again, 
but on looking about us, found ihe had got to the 
ftile behind us, which we had juft come over, 
with equally unaccountable fpeed as before, and . 
as if flie had taken that circuit to avoid meeting 
.us. We both began now to be pretty much 
ftartled, and when we had reached the ftile, 
turning about to look after her, we faw her 
coming back after us, in the fame field. We 
were both now fufficiently frightened, took to 
our heels, and faw her no more. I could never 
be fatisfied what this appearance was, and muft 
therefore leave it undetermined. While I learned 
writing and accounts with Mrs. Betty Ward, 
there was a young, beautiful girl learned with her 
at the fame time, called Nancy Denifon. With 
the beauty of this girl I was greatly ftruck, but 
was too young and bafhful to fay anything to her 
li in the way of courtfhip on my own behalf. 
However, as is ufual in fuch cafes, I was per- 



/ 
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petually talking of her, till the people where I 
lived fufpedted the caufe, and rallied me fu£i- 
ciently on the occafion. As the girl boarded 
with a Mr. Hardcaftle, the then minifter of the 
old Diffenting chapel at Bradford, where they 
attended divine worfliip, they thought fit to in- 
form the minifter of the circumftance ; and the 
parfon fent me a jocofe invitation to his houfe, 
with an afTurance of a cordial welcome, and free 
admiflion to the company of his amiable boarder ; 
but I was too bafhful to accept the invitation, 
and removing foon after, the impreflion wore off, 
and the affair dropped. This was my firft love 
impreflion j a difpofition, I may here obferve, to 
which, with refpeft to the young and handfome 
part of the fair fex, I was very prone. Being 
very fond of fliooting, and catching game, I ufed 
to go often out with a John Jobfon, a John 
Lumby, a Squire Booth, and a James Speight, 
neighbours, who were fond of the diverfion, till I 
became a tolerable proficient at fliooting flying. 
Befides thefe perfons I ufed to flioot with, I will 
juft name the perfons who compofed the family 
I lived in at the time, fome of the neighbours I 
was moft intimate with, and fome of my fchool- 
fellows. S. Wood, his wife, and children. Jonas 
Bateman, John Webfter, and Humphrey Moore, 
fervants. John Moore, John Webfter, and 
Grace Wilfon, apprentices. Jofeph Gauk, 
Timothy Fawbert, Jofeph Shaw, John Speight, 
John Roberts, Richard Broadbent, neighbours. 
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schoolfellows on my own form, William Nor- 
irop, Richard Shepherd, Thomas Hodgfon, 
Thomas Mafon, Jofeph Pollard, William Lifter ; 
I William and Thomas Seargeantfon, and 
>amuel Difney of Wakefield ; William Ambler 
Tom Norfolk, William Nichols from Wales, and 
VIr. Elmfall of Thornhill, afterwards fteward to 
Jir George Saville. Moft of thofe I have here 
lamed are at this time (1795) dead, fo fleeting is 
liuman life ! 

While I lived here I had a remarkable dream 
^o or three times repeated j it was of the laft 
lay and its procefs. It ft ruck me very much, 
md made the firft conliderable religious im- 
preffion upon my mind. But as I mean to in- 
clude all my remarks on my religious principles 
and impreffions in one point of view, after I have 
run through my hiftorical (ketch, I forbear faying 
anything further at prefent, and haften to take 
leave of this fcene of part of my youth. In this 
interval, my coufin John Ellifon died of a high 
fever. Mrs. Wood, his fifter, was fuppofed to 
have caught the infedion at his funeral, as flie 
immediately after fickened and died of the fame 
diibrder. This event caufed my aunt and me to 
remove toNorthBierley,*to her daughter Mary's, 



• North Bierley is a very populous diftri£l, a townfhip, 
and lies about two miles to the fouth of Bradford. It is 
celebrated for its extenfive coal and iron works, and com- 
priles Bierley Lane, Butterihaw, Carr Lane, Hill Top, 
Hodgfon Moor, Woodhoufe Hill, Revoe Hill, Folly Hall, 

D 
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who had married William Brogden, my aunt 
bringing Sufannah, S. Wood's youngeft child, 
with her, purpofing to bring her up. If my 
aunt at this time had put me out a regular 
apprentice to fome fuitable calling, as (he ought 
to have done, I might poffibly have acquired 
fome habit for trade, which might have been 
of ufe to me afterwards ; but this was entirely 
neglefted, and I was fufFered to pafs feveral years 
at this place doing nothing but feeking birds' nefts 
in the fummer, and going a-fliooting in the 
winter feafon. This was a lofs of a very pre- 

Wibley Slack, Low Moor, and Wibfey. The Low Moor 
iron^works are very extenfive ; and Dr. Whittaker gives it 
as his opinion, that the manufacture of iron was carried on 
at North Bierley by the Romans. At thefe extenfive works, 
cannon balls for the ufe of hoftile nations throughout the 
world are manufaftured, or rather fabricated, as well as 
fteam engines. Thefe works prefent a very ftriking view 
to the ftranger j during the darknefs of the night hundreds 
of flames feem to (hoot up into the Iky, and throw a liquid 
light far and wide ; and during the day, the fable appear- 
ance of the workmen, the hiding of furnaces, the heavy fall 
of hammers, the rumbling founds vibrating in every quarter, 
and the various fhapes the red iron affumes, combine to 
produce upon his mind fenfations of terror and bewilder- 
ment. 

Bierley Hall, which was formerly the refidence of Dr. 
Richardfon, is a very handfome edifice. Bierley Chapel 
ftands near the Hall, and was founded by Dr. Richardfon, 
and licenfed as a place of worihip fo early as 17 16, yet it 
was only con fecrated in 1824. It was enlarged in 18 31, at 
the expenfe of Mifs Currer, of Efliton Hall. Trinity 
Church, Low Moor, was erefted in 1604. St. Paul's 
Church, Buttei-fhaw, was built at the fole expenfe of John 
Hardy, Efq., formerly member of parliament for Bradford. 
Xb«»'W'' " •* Low Moor, and another 

f€ adfo a fine chapel at 
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cious and critical portion of my time, and had a 
coniiderable influence for the worfe on the 
events of my future life, and was in a great 
meafure occafioned by negle£l and inattention in 
thofe who had the ordering of me and my con- 
cerns. I mention this circumftance, that if any 
of my family {hould happen hereafter to be in a 
iimilar lituation, they may profit by my misfor- 
tune. The perfons I have mentioned before, that 
I ufed to go a-fhooting with at Sammy Wood's, 
ufed to come conftantly to North Bierley two or 
three times a week during the winter, to kill 
game for Doftor Richardfon. I conftantly ac- 
companied them, and after rambling through the 
fields, woods, and groves all the day, we ufed to 
retire to the Doftor's at night, where a fupper was 
provided for us, and as much ale as we choofe to 
drink, paying us for the game after the rate of 
fixpence for a woodcock, fourpence for a par- 
tridge, threepence for a fnipe, and twopence for 
a judcock.* By this means I became a pretty 
good proficient in the art of fliooting flying, an 
amufement I praftifed with fome avidity for 
fome years afterwards. 

I notice a fecond love affair that happened 
while I remained here, with Nancy Hopkin- 
fon, only daughter of John Hopkinfon, a tanner 
of this place. A pretty lafs, but like my- 
felf, very young, about my own age, but a 
tall girl of her years. On this occafion, though 

♦ A judcock was a fmall fort of fnipe. 
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ftill very bafliful, I went a ftep farther than in 
my firft amour, fretjuently prefuming to give her 
a kifs; and one night, encouraged by a neigh- 
bouring man, a John Halmfhaw, who had ac- 
quaintance with the maid, I ventured to pay her 
a vifit after the family were gone to bed, and 
pafTed part of the night with her, while John 
wooed the maid. I remember I was terribly 
embarraffed to keep up the converfation, fhe not 
being a very talkative girl, and was fo difheartened 
with the circumftancc — with which, by the by, 
I fliould not be puzzled now — that for fear of 
making myfelf appear ridiculous in that refpefl, 
I never durft repeat my vifit afterwards, although 
the girl was coming enough. Soon after this, 
a young man from a neighbouring village formed 
a conne£\ion with her, got her with child, was 
hardly perfuaded to marry her; behaved un- 
kindly. She was unhappy, bore a child, and died. 
I faw her interred in the White-chapel, near the 
pulpit. Farewell, poor Nancy Hopkinfon! 

I obferve that in both thefe love affairs the 
paffion only played as a gentle lambent flamt 
about my head, without fo much affedting mj 
heart as to give me any material uneafinefs ol 
mind. The next was more fatal to my peace ol 
mind, as I fliatl note by and by. I obferve thai 
here alfo there is hardly a perfon in the village 
except old Madam Richardfon, who were thei 
in a ftate of maturity, who now furv 
tranfitorv i= Kiiman life ! 
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At length I removed with my aunt and her 
little grand-daughter from this place to Birken- 
ihaw once again. It was now ordered that I 
ihould learn the white-tloth-making trade with 
Richard EUifon, my aunt's eldeft fon. I accord- 
ingly attended and worked there at the trade, 
but continued to board with my aunt, and lodged 
with her and at Richard's alternately. I learned 
to weave with John Bentley and John Sykes. 
I ftayed here till Richard's death, which happened 
in the fpring of 1754, when I was about eighteen 
years old. I continued with his widow till (he 
married again, when I purchafed the implements 
of the trade of her, in order to trade a little for 
myfelf. About this time I came of age, and of 
courfe had my concerns to fettle with my aunt 
as my executor. During my minority my half- 
uncle, Thomas Cordingley of Farrah Mill,* 
died : by his death, his fitter, my half-aunt, 
Martha SutclifFe, became entitled to a legacy of 
one hundred pounds by my grandfather's will, 
which I had to pay her out of my Little Bowling t 

• The Farrah Mill here meant is an old corn-mill which 
yet remains, and is fituated in a valley between Halifax 
and a place called Salterhebble, not far from Skircoat Moor. 
Formerly almoft every valley in the Weft Riding of York- 
fliire had its corn-mill, or mills (if there was a ftream in it, 
and a water-courfe or " goit" could be formed) for the ufe of 
the farmers in the neighbourhood. The millers were wont 
to mulct a certain quantity of the grain brought, as payment 
for grinding, and it is highly probable that MulSlure Hall 
got its name from this ancient cuftom, as it is built near 
fome yet very large corn-mills, 

f Little Bowling is up Manchefter Road, one mile from 
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eftate. She demanded the legacy at my uncle's 
death, but my executor finding that (he could 
not pay it fafe till I came of age, it was deferred 
till that time : I then paid them the legacy, with 
about twelve pounds for intereft, upon a promife 
from them, that if (after having taken a lawyer's 
opinion on the fubjeft, which we agreed to do) 
it (hould appear that they had no right to the 
intereft, they fhould refund it without trouble ; 
which happening to be the cafe, I recovered, 
after much ado, about nine guineas from my 
interefted relations, and the attorney agreed to 
take what he could get of the remainder for his 
trouble. They manifefted a good deal of mean- 
nefs, and ill-will at this time ; and a William 
Aked, a fon of my aunt's by her firft hufband, 
was brutifhly abufive on my dear deceafed grand- 
mother on this occafion, as he fuppofed fhe had 
perfuaded my grandfather to leave me the eftate, 



Bradford. There were two Bowlings, Great and Little^ 
but the latter name has fallen into difufe. The old road 
from Bradford to Low Moor ran paft Little Bowling, 
which was a clufter of houfes at " Red Gin " — a public- 
houfe. The " Gin " was a machine for raifmg coals out of 
the pit, and was worked by a horfe. The " Red Gin " is 
not many hundred yards from Oak Fold to the weft of thie 
latter place. The Bowling Old Lane and Oak Folds dis- 
trict ufed to be called Far Bowling. As to the coal in 
Bowling, that in the vicinity of Birks Hall was got out 
without fmking, but the whole of the coal in the townihip 
of Bowling is all taken out now. The coal near Birl^ 
Hall was taken out by Mr. Charles North, and the iron- 
ftone by the Bowling Company, who have fome very ex- 
tenfive works clofe by. 
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which they wanted themfelves. The apoftle 
fays, ** The love of money is the root of all 
evil." It often creates evil tempers, evil difpo- 
fitions, and evil diffenfions among neareft rela- 
tions and deareft friends : it is a pity ! I will 
beg of God it may never be the cafe among any 
of my defcendants, if they fhould have any 
property to quarrel about. I return to my 
executor. 

All the time I had been under the guardian- 
(hip of my aunt, I had fared very meanly, 
and been as plainly clothed. A mefs of boiled 
milk, and a little bread and milk, cold, to break* 
feft; about a print* of butter between two 
pieces of oat-bread, or fometimes cheefe, with a 
pint bottle of milk, or fometimes beer, for my 
dinner and drinking i and the fame to fupper as 



* A print of butter meant generally a certain quantity, 
as a pound or a half-pound, which was damped out, but 
here it is applied more particularly to a fmall quantity, an 
ounce or lefs in weight, and about the fize of a half-crown 
piece. In the country farm-houfes they are made for the 
children, and are intended as allowances by careful mothers, 
aunts, &c. They are fometimes brought out at country 
inns, where the inn happens to be a farmhoufe alfo, when 
there are only one or two perfons to breakfaft or tea. " I 
nemember,'" a correfpondent writes, " being ferved fome 
wears ago with two of thefe fmall prints at Stanbury, which 
lies on the edge of the moors above Haworth, the lady of 
the houfe telling me that ihe was churning, and fuppofed, 
as I was a to^wn^s man, I might like it frefh in that way. 
Thefe prints are generally damped the fame as the pounds 
are, but fometimes the damping is done with the end of 
the thumb/' 
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breakfill, with a litde puddii^ and fre{b or fait 
meat on Sundays, was my general bill of fare for 
moft of the time. Sammy Wood broke me off 
from fchool frequently to go with cloth to mill 
for him to the mills on the river Air, beyond 
Bradford, befides other errands for the family to 
Bierley, Birkenlhaw, &c.j which took me much 
from the fchool, and all went for nothing to me. 
However, they took care to charge fufiiciently 
for everything they did for me, and made more 
than a double charge for my board to what 1 
had coit them ; befides, my perfona! property — 
that is, the houfehold furniture and wearing 
apparel that came from Halifax — was feverely 
plundered amongft them under various pretences, 
fo that I came oft" a conCderable lofer from 
what I ought to have done. 1 perceived their 
aim was to make end and even, as we fay, or to 
make their charge equal to my income, that fo 
they might have nothing to pay me. By this 
means I was left deftitute of any ftock to trade 
with, or towards paying off the legacy I was 
charged with, I note that, with regard to the 
unfair dealing I met with on this occafion, in 
my opinion the chief blame attached to Sammy 
Wood, who was a narrow-minded, interefted 
man. My poor old aunt evidently irked with 
the bufinefs, but flie had given up the manage- 
ment of all her concerns to him, in whom Ihe 
placed an implicit confidence. His children by 
his firft wife were likely to obtain a good fliare 
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of what the old woman might leave ; he there- 
fore became interefted to procure her all he 
could. I reafoned the cafe with him, and pro- 
pofed to refer it to two indifferent perfons, but 
to no purpofe : I therefore took my leave of him 
with a recital of that paffage (which feemed to 
ftrike him), Exod. xxii. 22, 23, 24, " Ye fhall 
not afflid): any widow or fatherlefs child ; if thou 
afflid them in any wife, and they cry at all unto 
me, I will furely hear their cry, and my wrath 
(hall wax hot, and I will kill you with the fword; 
and your wives fhall be widows, and your chil- 
dren fatherlefs.'* I told him I had rather be the 
fufFerer than the oppreffor, for fear of the confe- 
quences. I never hardly faw him afterwards, 
but he mentioned it and endeavoured to palliate 
his condu£^, and to be greatly defirous that I 
(hould think more favourably of it ; a circum- 
ftance which appeared to me as a ftriking proof 
of confcious guilt. He was at this time as 
careful, fober, and managing a man as any in 
the neighbourhood ; but after the death of his 
firft wife he became an extravagant, quarrelfome, 
drunken fot, and fo, for aught I know, he lived, 
and fo he died. 

Being thus left with little ready cafh, in 
order to pay off the legacy before mentioned, 

I fold Mr. A B of Bradford all the 

coals he could get in the land without putting 
down a pit within the ftakes of any of the out- 
fences, for one hundred pounds, with which I 
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paid the legacy, as I have noticed before. I 
notice the following circumftance on this occa- 

fion. When I met Mr. B and the attorney 

(Mr. Jno. Eagle of Bradford, who had made 
the writing) at the Talbot Inn in Halifax, in 
order to receive the money and execute the 
deed, Mr. Eagle gave it me to look over before 

I (igned it ; and I found it left Mr. B at 

liberty to come within and break up my land, 
only paying me for the damages. I told Mr. 
Eagle this was contrary to bargain, to which 

Mr. B with much confufion was obliged to 

afTent. Mr. Eagle was very angry, and fpoke 

fome very (harp words to Mr. B on the 

occafion, and immediately erafed the obje£lion- 
able paffage, and interlined words pundually 
expreflive of the bargain; but I was fo ftruck 
with the meannefs and apparent difhonefty of 
the trick defigned to have been put upon me, 
that I could hardly perfuade myfelf to fign the 
writing till I had got it examined ; but Mr. 
Eagle afTuring me upon his honour it was right, 
I figned it, but immediately fhowed it to another 
attorney when I got home, who affuring me it 

was fafe, I was eafy. Mr. B had told me 

that he was very intimate with, and had a great 
refpeft for, my father, and on this account pro- 
fefled a great friendfhip and refpeft for me j 
hence, being young and unexperienced in men 
and manners, I was led to cxpeft a very friendly 
and generous behaviour from him, when, alas ! 
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the very firft opportunity that 'occurred, he was 
aiming to trick me out of my property e'er I 
had well got poiTefTed of it> and that to a con- 
fiderable amount too, as it would have proved ; 
while I was unexperienced with men, and a 
novice in the world j a moft ungenerous at- 
tempt. 

So deceitful is the human heart, and fo little 
dependence is to be placed in general on pro- 
feffions of human friendfhip ! While a perfon 
can ferve a turn by you, or make you or yours 
in any refpeft fubfervient to his interefts, you 
may expeft plenty of thefe profeffions ; the 
moment you do not need their afliftance they are 
ready to do you any kindnefs j nay, they will 
even obtrude their friendly favours, as they call, 
and you may think, them, upon you, becaufe 
they run no ri£k, and fee a probability, if nothing 
more, of your returning their friendfhip in kind, 
or by fome fimilar or greater favour ; but the 
moment you do ftand in need of their afliftance, 
and are, perhaps, reduced to a condition not to 
be able to make any great, if any return at all 
for their kindnefs but gratitude, you will foon 
fee their friendfhip afTume a different afpeft, and 
find them very ready to abandon an unprofitable 
connexion. Do you think — taking the world 
before you — ^you would be able to find above one 
perfon in a million capable of performing an 
a^on of purely dtftnterefted friendfhip of any 
confiderable confequence, to fave you or your 
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family from a prifon or the workhoufe ? 
in general — 



If they have pafled for your friends in a ftattf 
of profperity, on a change of circumftances with 
you for the worfe, common decency indeed may 
induce them to ftiow you fome fmall Icindnefs, 
in order to juftify in fome meafure the charatSer 
they have borne to the world ; as to afford you 
an occafional treat, or perhaps to fpare or beftow 
a few (hillings, or at moft a few pounds, for 
your afliftance or in your favour. This, in 
general, is the moft you may exped: or will 
experience. In the mean time you may expeft 
a rapid decreafe in their outward civility and 
refpeit; nay, if occafion offers, they may pro- 
bably proceed to oppofition, detraiSion, and 
abufe, if they do not go farther ftill, and a 
injury to outrage, hecaufe you are unable, or 
leait, Ufi able now than you was once either 
return a favour or retaliate an infult, SucI 
behaviour indeed indicates a mean, ungenerous' 
heart, and demonftrates the falfity of their pre- 
tended friendfliip. This, however, is what we 
have to expert from moft profefTors of friendlhip., 
, although, 



dd 



may 



have laid them or theirs undeJ 



days, 

preceding obligatii 

advice of the prophet, "Ceafe ye from t 



Good, therefore, 
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whofe breath is in his noftrils, for wherein is he 
to be accounted of ? ** Well does old Homer, 
the poet, advife — 

** That fince of fallen mankind fo few are juft, 
Think all are falfe, nor even the faithful truft." 

Needful, abfolutely needful, is an attention, 
an invariably clofe attention, to the advice con- 
tained in Tim a' Lee*s old cautionary proverb, 
Truft no mortal! No', let my children, or any 
perfon who may read this manuicript, be advifed 
by me — ^Whatever profeffion of friendfhip any 
perfon may make, however highly you may 
think of their friendly difpofition at prefent, 
leave yourfelves, I advife you, as little at their 
mercy as you poffibly can. If you do not, it is 
five thoufand to one you are deceived, and will 
find reafon to repent feverely, when it is too 
late, of your imprudence. This was one of the 
firft inftances I met with of the deceitfulnefs of 
pretended friendfhip, but I have known many of 
them fince, and perhaps not many perfons have 
been more a dupe to them than myfelf ; hence I 
advife caution in reliances of this nature. He is 
well helped who, when he can, helps himfelf. I 
know there is fomething extremely difagreeable 
to an open, generous mind to treat every perfon 
we may have to do with as if they were not to 
be trufted : 'tis true we may and. ought indeed 
to do this as decently as we can, but ftill, in my 
opinion, it is for the moft part abfolutely needful. 
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When, therefore, you have affairs of any confe^ 
quence to tranfadt, fecure your own interefti 
yourfelf as far as you decently can, and tiTi/i 1^ 

mortal ! 

I proceed to take notice of the followiii| 
circumftance, which happened about this tira 
My aunt Betty, who lived at Bradford, made 
attempt when my father died, to wreft i 
my property from the care of my grandfathd 
and grandmother Cordingley, but as they kneij 
flie did this from intereited motives, to get i 
and what I had into her power, they withftoi 
and caft her ; the law, however, was expeniiTl 
but as Hie was caft in cofts, fhe was liable I 
pay, or go to prifon -, but as (he was poor, and fl 
near relation, they chofe rather to pay the cofts 
themfelves and let her alone. When I fold the 
coal, as noted before, (he thruft herfelf officioufljj 
into the bufinefs, and went, or pretended to g 
fevera! times betwixt me and Mr. B^^ 
occafion, without being either ordered or defire(| 
by me. After this Ihe made a charge c ' 
fhe bad done in the above affair twenty yean 
before, and what {be had done now, till fhe 
got it above ten pounds. To this pretended 
debt Ihs fwore, and arrefted me ; I gave bail t 
the writ, determined in my fir ft chagrin t 
her out and punifti her, as I underftood I mighj 
certainly have done; but upon fecond thoughts 
confidering ftie had a numerous family, and v 
very poor and diftrefled, the certain expenfe tha^ 
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would attend the contcft, and that putting her or 
her hufband in prifon would do me no good, I 
was perfuaded by Mr. Jofeph Hollings of Cotting- 
ley'*' to drop the conteft : I therefore paid her the 
money and quit my hands of her. She after- 
wards fent for me on her death-bed in great 
diftrefs. I fent her three (hillings, and went 
afterwards to fee her : I forgave her, and took a 
friendly leave of her, but from that time have 
had no connection with the funily. This affair, 
fir ft and laft (for all the expenfe fell ultimately 
on me), was, I fuppofe, not le(s than fifty pounds 
out of my pocket. 

I began now to acquire a pretty large acquaint- 
ance among the fair fex, and to form fome par- 
ticular connexions ; but as I had made but little 
fhow in trade, having, indeed, but little fpare 
money, I found myfelf much obje£bed to on this 



♦ Cottingley is a fmall village four miles to the north- 
weft of Bradford. It lies on the north Hde of what ufed 
to be Cottingley Moor, but during the laft few years the 
whole of this wafte land has been enclofed and let out in 
fmall lots for almoft nothing, by the owner Busficld Fer- 
rand, Efq. M.P. for Devonport. The high road from 
Bradford to Bingley pafles near it, and it is about two 
miles from the latter place. There are two or three old 
houfes in it, and the fcenery in its vicinity is of the moft 
beautiful kind. During the latter part of laft century a 
Mr. Wickham, a juftice of the peace, refided in an old 
hall which ftands by the fouth-eaft end of Cottingley 
Bridge, and he was the only juftice then near Bradford. 
Hence the faying among people generally, " O'U carry tha 
ovver Cottingley Moor if tha dus'nt mind." That is, to 
the juftice. 
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account, and having by this time entered iiito| 

particular attachment to a neighbouring girl, i 

whom I became extremely enamoured, in order 
to remove this odium, and (how myfelf to the 
beft advantage, I borrowed lOo/. on my little 
eftate. Confidering that I had always a natui 
averfion to trade, and had but been very i 
perfe6tly initiated in the bufinefs I propofed I 
follow with this money, this, at the time, was 
very imprudent action, and the firii ftep tb 
tended to break into and leflen my little propert 
Had I done a little with what I couM have fpan 
out of my annual income, till I had becoB 
gradually more perfetSly acquainted with tl 
bufinefs, and increafed my ftock when I hj 
known better how to have ufed it, I had a3^ 
far more wifely than I did ; but as I hinte 
before, my eagernefs to remove the odium ( 
following little or no trade out of the way of nt 
being accepted as a hulband, was my chii 
motive of aflion on this occafion. Well, havii 
been chiefly while with Richard Elliibn coniini 
to the working part of the bufmefs, and feldol 
or ever been taken to the markets, I was ( 
courfe unacquainted in a great meafure wit 
buying and felling, and being diffident of my ow 
abilities, I entered into a kind of partnerfhip 
with a neighbour. This alfo was a weak im- 
prudent meafure, by which I fullered lofs, and 
for which I blame myfelf. We 
make and fell cloth for fome time, till hndinfl 
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ny partner in an unfair practice, and that my 
lock diminiflied very faft, I gradually withdrew 
Tom the conned^ion. 

I proceed now to give fome account of the 
ittachment I mentioned before, with the circum- 
[lances attending it. The girl was very young, 
ind a very pretty girl ; we lived near together, 
ind had very frequent opportunities of enjoying 
each other's company. My fondnefs for her 
kept increafing, till I became very unhappy in 
her'abfence. The idea of any other man form- 
ing a conne£lion with her gave me exquiflte pain 
of mind ; and, in fhort, I was deeply in love with 
this girl, and experienced, as occafion offered, all 
the varieties of that baneful pafTion. She was 
fent one fummer to a boarding-fchool at Bolton 
in Lancafliire, where I vifited her twice during 
her ftay. Thefe journeys were very expenfive, 
and I was profufely lavifli of my money over 
this girl, buying her anything fhe defired, or 
whatever I thought would pleafe her, whatever 
it coft me. 1 was likewife very liberal to her 
mother, and father-in-law, and their family, 
partly for her fake, and partly from the refpeft I 
had entertained for them from being familiar 
with them from my infancy ; and they were at 
this time in ftraitened circumftances. 

I notice here the extreme folly and imprudence 
of this condu£l in young fellows. The girls 
love them never a whit the better, but often the 
worfe for fuch profufion. They confider it as a 
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bait thrown out for their aiFe£Uons, and contemn, 
defpife, and ridicule the man who aims at ob- 
taining them by fuch paltry methods. 

^* Can gold gain friendftiip (or love) ? Impudence of hope ! 
As well mere man an angel might beget. 
Love, and love only, is the loan for love." 

I therefore advife any young man who may 
happen to be entangled, more or lefs, in this 
foolifli paflion, to keep his money in his pocket ; 
or if he does anything in this way, not to go 
beyond trifles. If he cannot obtain and fecure 
his fweetheart's afFeftions by other means, money, 
or anything which money can do, either for him 
or her, will never be able to efFeft it ; he may 
take my word for it if he pleafes. And in cafe 
he fhould drop the connexion, or be fupplanted 
by another man, he will fubjeft himfelf to the 
difagreeable alternative of either making himfelf 
appear mean, interefted, and ungenerous, by re- 
tra£ting or endeavouring to retra£t his favours, 
rather than another man fhould enjoy them ; or 
of being heartily laughed at for his weaknefs 
and folly by his more fuccefsful rival. I never 
refleft upon my own aftions in this cafe without 
being deeply flruck with a painful fenfation of 
fhame and regret for the weaknefs and folly of 
my own conduft. 

I return to my flory. After keeping up our 
acquaintance for feveral years, fhe went to 
refide for fome time with an aunt fhe had (her 
mother's fifler), at two or three miles' diflance. 
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The uncle followed a large bufinefs, and had a 
great many men and boys about him ; his niece 
was a fond* girl, and remarkably weak in her 
condud^ in this refpeft. This, therefore, was a 
dangerous fituation for her. I apprifed her mother 
of the circumftance, and advifed her to order her 
home ; fhe laughed at me, and obferved that I 
only wanted her home that I might have more 
of her company myfelf. This was partly true. 
However, it foon appeared that to have followed 
my advice was extremely neceflary j reports of 
a flanderous nature were prefently propagated 
concerning her, with refpeft to feveral men, both 
at home and in the neighbourhood. I queftioned 
her very clofely on the fubjeft, but (he conftantly 
denied that there was any foundation for fuch 
reports. I told her my defigns were honourable, 
and my love difinterefted, but that if fhe preferred 
any other perfon before me, if fhe would let me 
know it I would give her no further trouble, 
whatever uneafmefs of mind it might fubjeft me 
to. She denied any other attachment, and feemed 
very unwilling to drop the connexion. As the 
reports flill continued — particularly with regard 
to one of her uncle's apprentices — I was refolved, 
if poffible, to find her out, and underflanding 
that they ufually met in the dyehoufe, after the 

* Fond in the diale£l of this diftrift mt^nsjilly, in dotage, 
an idiot. It is fometlmes ufed as a term of endearment, 
thus : " He's varry fond on her,'' that is, he doats or thinks 
much of her. 
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fervants had laid by their work, I went down one 
winter's evening and placed myfelf in a corner 
of the dyehoufe where I could fee what paffcd 
without being obferved. Some of the boys after 
fupper came into the dyehoufe, and placed ihem- 
felvcs round the low lead fires,* and he came 
amongft the reft. The fires were low, and call 
little or no light upwards ; the place was there- 
fore very gloomy. She prefently came in, and he 
immediately joined her, the other boys taking 
little or no notice of them. He brought her 
upon a heap of cloth very near me : I foon ob- 
ferved improprieties pafs between them, which 
fatisfied me of the truth of the reports that 
pafled. In the midft of their play I ftepped 
fuddenly up to them ; they were both afliamed 
and confounded, and feparated immediately. She 
went into the houfe, and I followed her, ac- 
quainted her aunt with the circumftance, told 
her I ftiould trouble her no more, and wrfhcd 
them a good night. I afterwards fent her my 
farewell advice in the following ftanzas : — 



■ Formerly the vata in all the dye-houfes were made of 
lead, and as the tops of the vats mull of courfe be on 
a level with the fioor of the workroom, the place for the 
fire?, to be below the vals, itiufl alfo be below the level of 
the ground. The way to the (iring-up place was down 
fome ftcps, and led between the vats. Theft lower regioni 
were always termed " below the leads," or" below the lead 
fires," and were the favourite refort* of youngfters (where 
it was permitted) during .the long evenings of winter, for 
dwfilw wer e feldom allowed to go out entirely. 
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TO EMMA. 

I. 
Dear Emma, will you deign to hear. 

And heedfuUy attend. 
The counfel which thefe verfes bear. 

The counfel of a friend. 

II. 

Who with the warmeft wiihes fraught 

Your happinefs to fee. 
Feels all at lead that friendihip ought 

For your felicity. 

III. 
A friend whofe bofom once you knew 

With generous ardour burn. 
Although that ardour met from you 

A moft unkind return. 

IV. 

'Twas faithful love which you fuppreiTed, 
'Twas true, and free from art. 

As e'er poffeffed a human breaft. 
Or warmed a human heart. 

V. 

Difinterefted, genuine, free. 

It knew no felfifli aim ; 
But you unkindly damped its fires. 

And quenched the riflng flame. 

VI. 

But may the wrongs I fufFered be 

Eternally forgot, 
Nor of them rife the leaft idea 

To form one future thought. 

VII. 

Though difappointment ftung me fore. 
Though grieved and pained I was, 

Refentment now exifts no more. 
But pity takes its place. 

VIII. 

How oft I've thought, when I've beheld 
Th' imprudence of your ways. 



54 AVrOBIOGRAPHY OF 

Along the fatal paths impelled 
That led to dire difgrace, 

IX. 

Thoughtlels, and wild, and void of care. 

To your own errors blind, 
What pity that a form fo fair 

Should want an equal mind. 

X. 

But won't experience now at laft 

Unfeal your clofed eyes ? 
Will Emma never fee her faults ? 

Will Emma ne'er be wife ? 

XI. 

On every coxcomb will fhe choofe 

Her favours to beftow ? 
Emma, afTume a confcious pride. 

And fcom to (loop fo low. 

XII. 

Oh, could I learn what counfel giv'n 
Might to your good redound, 

'T (hould flow as free as dew from heaven 
Upon the thirfty ground. 

XIII. 

For now the cankered, poisonous tongue 

Of calumny and fpite. 
In blading or your charafter 

Enjoys a fell delight. 

XIV. 

Exulting malice (hrugs the head. 
And deeply wounds your fame, 

And envy and ill-nature join 
To vilify your name. 

XV. 

But if you're free, may you perfift 

To keep your virtue ftill. 
And difappoint th' ill-natured hope 

Of fuch as wilh you ill. 
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XVI. 

Your nature, over-fond, reftrain ; 

Learn th* happy mean to fteer. 
Betwixt a condu6l light and vain 

And one that^s too fevere. 

XVII. 

Our fex, remember, little prize 

What little trouble gains 5 
An eafy conqueft they defpife. 

And love what cofts them pains. 

XVIII. 

Let prudence, then, dire£l your ways. 

And reafon fway your will ; 
And wifely (hun the devious paths 

That lead to certain ill. 

XIX. 

Accept this counfel fairly meant. 

And honeftly defign'd, 
And may it leave a good imprefs 

Upon your thoughtiiil mind. 

XX. 

Think not I've any felfifti view. 

Or finifter defign ; 
I know I never can be yours. 

You never can be mine. 

XXI. 

'Tis real friendihip prompts my pen 

This plain advice to give, 
And if your intereft it promote, 

Then I my wiih receive. 

XXII. 

May Emma's fame, though now obfcured. 

Shine out more fair and bright. 
With friendly warmth and belt good-will 

So wiihes Thomas Wright, 
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Here ended my conne£lion with this girl, and 
though it gave me fome uneaflnefs of mind, 
which gradually wore ofF with time, confidering 
the nature of her future condud, it was Well for 
me that it did ; I fhould have heen one of the 
moft unhappy mortals under the fun, had I been 
brought into the fituation her future hufband 
happened to be. I had reafon therefore to be 
very thankful to a kind Providqnce, which would 
not fuiFer me to enjoy my eager and baneful 
defire. 

" Heaven's choice is fafer than our own ; 
Of ages paft inquire. 
What the moft formidable fate ? 
To have our onun defire, 

" If in your wrath the worft of foes 
You wi(h extremely ill, 
Expofe him to the thunder's ftroke. 
Or that of his onjtjn luilL 

** What numbers rufhing down the fteep 
Of inclination ftrong, 
Have perifhed in their ardent ivijb ? 
Wim ardent, ever wrong/' 

Dr. Young's Rejignation. 

As fhe has now (1795) been dead many years, 
I will juft give fome of the outlines of her 
hiftory from the ceafing of our connexion to 
her death. She foon after proved with child by 
the aforefaid apprentice ; her relations would not 
fufFer her to marry him. She bore the child, 
and it died. After fome time an acquaintance 
of mine married her ; ftie bore him a fon in 
twenty weeks after their marriage. They lived 
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together to have iix children, who all died : fhe 
afterwards proved unfaithful to his bed; they 
quarrelled ; he left her and went to London, 
where report faid he married another wife, and 
had two children by her before his firft wife 
died. She at laft fell into a confumptive diforder, 
and, refleAing on her former life, appeared to be 
very penitent. I called to fee her, and flie 
defired me to write her a penitent letter to her 
hufband, a copy of which I here fubjoin. 

Dear B , 



I know not whether you have heard that your 

wife is in a very bad ftate of health or no, but 

file appears to be in a deep confumption, and 

near approaching the borders of the grave. I 

have feen her now and then lately, and have been 

glad to obferve a ferious and fettled concern upon 

her mind for her future welfare ; (he appears to 

be truly penitent for her paft fm and folly, and 

as a proof of this (he has defired me to write 

you this for her, wherein fhe requefted me to 

let you know that flie is very deeply fenfible of 

the offences (he has formerly committed againft 

you, deiires to confefs them before God and you, 

and take all deferved fhame to herfelf upon the 

account, and earneftly begs your pardon. She 

fays it has been for fome time one of the greateft 

burdens upon her mind, and that after having 

made this free confeHion and requeft, fhe can be 

(o hx eaiy. That fhe could be glad to fee you. 
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to acknowledge her faults, and be reconciled to 
you in perfon before fte dies ; but if you cannot 
fliow her that favour, flie hopes you will write 
immediately and let her know if you are enabled 
to forgive her; and in the meantime fhe bids 
you farewell, and recommends you to the pro- 
tection and favour of God, of whom fhe trufts 
to have her fins [though great) forgiven, and 
with whom fhe trufts to be reconciled and 
accepted through the mediation of an infinitely 
gracious Saviour. And if flie muft fee you here 
no more — of which (he confelTes herfelf un- 
worthy — fhe hopes to meet you, fhe fays, where 
all weaknefs, fin, and forrow will be done away, 
in a better and happier world. Your wife 
appears to be very fincere in her defire of recon- 
ciliation with you, very fenfible of and repentant 
for her crimes j and earneftly defirous of being 
reconciled to God ; and I think will not be long 
before fhe dies. If it fuits your convenience 
and inclination, I could wifh you to fee her once 
again to exchange forgivenefs and part in peace; 
if not, I defire you would not fail to write to her 
immediately, as it may be a fatisfaction to the 
repentant fpirit of one that has been dear to you 
and that (tands in a near connexion to you ftill. 
I hope this will find you in health, as I and my 
children are at prefent. I ihall always be glad 

to hear of your welfare, and remain, dear B , 

yours with great fincerity of afteflion, 

T. Wright. 
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He came not down, but wrote a letter, in 
which he forgave her. Soon after this I called 
to fee her, juft as flie was expiring, and flood by 
her till flie died, June 25th, 1779. She was 
buried near the low gates in Birflall church-yard. 
Farewell, Emma ! 

During my love affair with this girl two young 
women and a widow thought fit to think favour- 
ably of mey and took care to let me know it. 
The widow, who was a good deal elder than 
me, was very importunate, and deeper in the 
paffion, if poflible, than myfelf ; but as my affiec- 
tions were pre-engaged, all their attempts to 
engage my attention were vain. 

I flop here to make fome refle£^ions on this 
ftrange paffion, fo common, in a greater or lefs 
degree, among the youth of both fexes, and 
fometimes attended with very ferious confe- 
quences. 

** What art thou Love ! thou ftrange myfterious ill ? " 

It has been obferved that perfons of the moft 
generous, open, and good-natured difpofitions 
are of all others the moft fubjeft to this paffion ; 
that perfons of a four, ill-natured turn of mind 
are feldom or ever engaged in it; and that in 
Africa, where the heat of the climate is fup- 
pofed to render the inhabitants more favage, the 
paffion is unknown. 

** Love dwells not there. 
The foft regards, the tendernefs of life. 
The heart-flied tear, th' ineffable delight 
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Of fweet humanity : thefe court the beam 
Of milder climes ; in felfifh, Heice defire. 
And the wild fury of voluptuous fenfe, 
There loft.'' 

Thomson's Summer. 

Whether thefe authors have fufficient grounds 
for what they affert of thefe Africans, I know 
not. The former part of the obfervation I 
believe is a faft : it therefore behoves young 
perfons of this defcription, of both fexes, to be 
doubly careful how they fufFer their afFeftions to 
be engaged upon improper objefts, or to an im- 
proper degree, if they mean to avoid the follies, 
inconveniences, and vexations of this befooling 
paflion. 

Dr. Young, in his " Eftimate of Human Life," 
Third Edition, p. 30, has, I think, given the 
beft account of it I have met with. He obferves, 
that love ** implies difcontent, that is pain ; for 
he that defires is diflatisHed with his prefent con- 
dition, be it 'what it will ; and the pain is in pro- 
portion to the defire. To fay the leaft to the 
difadvantage of this paHion, it is putting your 
peace in the power of another^ which is rarely 
fafe even in your own^ He obferves further, 
that ** Love is all the pafHons in one : it is anger 
that it cannot y Jhame that it does not^ fear that it 
Jhall not enjoy its objeft. It is envy of and 
hatred to thofe that poflibly may; for envy^ 
hatred^ and fufpicion form^ love's conftant com- 
panion, jealoufy ; which therefore ftings deeper 
than either of them, becaufe it is all. Now, as 
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many paflions as love has, fo many pains. Be it 
therefore a maxim, he that was never pained 
never loved. But though this paflion has pains, 
leads it not to pleafures ? It may fail of them, 
and then it is defpair^ which is moft terrible ; if 
it attains them they may not be lafting, for moft 
pleafures, like flowers, when gathered, die. Love 
has under its banner watching^ ftcknefsj abafement^ 
adulation^ perjury^ jealoufy^ and fometimes it lifts 
anger's moft dreadful followers ; the only diflrer- 
ence is, there they are ftanding troops, here cafual 
recruits ; there they are volunteers^ here they are 
prejfed occafionally into the fervice ; for they do 
not naturally belong to love. '* I will conclude 
thefe fhort refle£):ions on this fubje£^ with a 
tranfcription of Mr. Thomfon's beautiful and 
ftriking defcription of and difluaflve from the 
wild and irregular paffion of love, oppofed to 
that of a pure and happy kind. 

** And let the afpiring youth beware of love, 
Of the fmooth glance beware j for 'tis too late. 
When on his heart the torrent foftnefs pours. 
Then wifdom proflrate lies, and fading fame 
Diflblves in air away ; while the fond foul. 
Wrapt in gay vifions of unreal blifs. 
Still paints tH' illufive form, the kindling grace, 
Th* enticing fmile, the modeft-feeming eye. 
Beneath whofe beauteous beams, belying Heaven, 
Lurk fearchlefs cunning, cruelty, and death : 
And ftill, falfe- warbling in his cheated ear. 
Her iiren voice, enchanting, draws him on 
To guileful fhores and meads of fatal joy. 

E'en prefent, in the very lap of love 
Inglorious laid — while mufic flows around, 
Pemimes, and oils, and wine, and wanton hours — 
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Amid the rofes, fierce repentance rears 

Her fnaky creft : a quick-returning pang 

Shoots through the confcious heart; where honour ftill 

And great deflgn, agaiiift th' oppreffive load 

Of luxury, by fits, impatient heave. 

But abl'ent, what fantaftic woes, aroufed, 
Rage in each thought, by reftlefs mufing fed, 
Chill the warm cheek, and blaft the bloom of life I 
Negle£led fortune flies j and, fliding fwift. 
Prone into ruin fall his fcorn'd affairs. 
*Tis nought but gloom around j the darkened fun 
Lofes his light. The rofy-bofom'd Spring 
To weeping fancy pines; and yon bright arch, 
Contra^led, bends into a dufky vault. 
All nature fades extin6l ; and fhe alone 
Heard, felt, and feen, pofTefTes every thought. 
Fills every fenfe, and pants in every vein. 
Books are but formal dullnefs, tedious friends ; 
And fad amid the focial band he fits. 
Lonely and unattentive. From his tongue 
Th' unfinifh'd period falls : while, borne away 
On fwelling thought, his wafted fpirit flies 
To the vain bofom of his diftant fair ; 
And leaves the femblance of a lover, fix*d 
In melancholy fite, with head declined. 
And love-dejeded eyes. Sudden he ftarts. 
Shook from his tender trance, and, reftlefs, runs 
To glimmering fhades and fympathetic glooms ; 
Where the dun umbrage o'er the falling Itream 
Romantic hangs j there, through the penlive dulk 
Strays, in heart-thrilling meditation loft. 
Indulging all to love ; or on the bank 
Thrown, amid drooping lilies, fwells the breeze 
With lighs unceafing, and the brook with tears. 
Thus in foft anguifh he confumes the day, 
Nor qujts his deep retirement, till the moon 
Peeps t hrough the chambers of the fleecy eaft. 
Enlighten 'd by degrees, and in her train 
Leads on the gentle hours j then forth he walks, 
Beneath the trembling languifh of her beam. 
With foften'd foul, and woos the bird of eve 
To minele wne* with his : or, while the world 
Ap** " ^Hedinflecp, 
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Aflbciates with the midnight fhadows drear ; 

And, fighing to the lonely taper, pours 

His idly-tortured heart into the pa^e 

Meant for the moving meffenger ot love 5 

Where rapture burns on rapture, every line 

With riling frenzy fired. But if on bed 

Delirious nung, deep from his pillow flies; 

All night he tofTes, nor the balmy power 

In any pofture finds j till the grey morn 

Lifts her pale luftre on the paler wretch, 

Exanimate by love : and then perhaps 

Exhaufted nature finks a while to refty 

Still interrupted by diftra£led dreams. 

That o'er the fick imagination rife, 

And in black colours paint the mimic fcene. 

Oft with the enchantreis of his foul he talks 5 

Sometimes in crowds diftrefsM ; or, if retired 

To fecret-winding flower-enwoven bowers. 

Far from the dullimpertinence of man, 

Juft as he, credulous, his endlefs cares 

Begins to lofe in blind oblivious love, 

Snatch'd from her yielded hand, he knows not how, 

Through forei^ huge, and long untravelPd heaths 

With defolation brown, he wanders wafte, 

In night and tempeft wrapt'; or fhrinks aghaft. 

Back from the bending precipice ; or wades 

The turbid ftream below, and ftrives to reach 

The farther fhore ; where, fuccourlefs and fad. 

She with extended arms his aid implores. 

But ftrives in vain : borne by th' outrageous flood 

To dirtance down, he rides the ridgy wave, 

Or, whelm'd beneath the boiling eddy, finks. 

Thefe are the charming agonies of love, 
Whofe mifery delights. But through the heart 
Should jealoufy its venom once diffufe, 
'Tis then delightful mifery no more. 
But agony unmixed, inceffant gall. 
Corroding every thought, and blafting all 
Love's paradife. Ye fairy profpefts, then. 
Ye beds of rofes, and ye bowers of joy. 
Farewell I ye gleamings of departed peace. 
Shine out your laft I the yellow-tinging plague 
Internal vifion taints, and in a night 
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Of livid gloom imagination wraps. 
Ah ! then, inftead of love-enlivenM cheeks, 
OF funny features, and of ardent eyes 
With flowing rapture bright, dark looks (ucceed, 
Suflufed and elaring with untender fire ; 
A clouded afpe6l, and a burning cheek. 
Where the whole poifonM foul, maligpiant, fits. 
And frightens love away. Ten thoufand fears 
Invented wild, ten tlioufand frantic views 
Of horrid rivals, hanging on the charms 
For which he melts in fondnefs, eat him up 
• With fervent anguifli and confuming rage. 
In vain reproaches lend their idle aid. 
Deceitful pride, and refblution frail, 
Giving falfe peace a moment. Fancy pours 
Afrefli her beauties on his bufy thought 5 
Her firft endearments twining round the foul 
With all the witchcraft of enfnaring love. 
Straight the Herce (torm involves his mind anew. 
Flames through the nerves, and boils along the veins; 
While anxious doubt diftra6ls the tortured heart: 
For e^en the fad affurance of his fears 
Were ease to what he feels. Thus the warm youth, 
Whom love deludes into his thorny wilds. 
Through flowery- tempting paths, or leads a life 
Of fevered rapture, or of cruel care; 
His briehtefl aims extinguifhM all, and all 
His lively moments running down to wafte. 

But happy they I the happieft of their kind ! 
Whom gentler ftars unite, and in one fate 
Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings bknd. 
'Tis not the coarfer tie of human laws. 
Unnatural oft, and foreign to the mind. 
That binds their peace, but harmony itfelf. 
Attuning all their paflions into love ; 
Where friendftiip full exerts her fofteft power. 
Perfect efteem enlivened by defire 
Ineffable, and fympathy of foul 5 
Thought meeting thought, and will preventing will. 
With boundleii ronfid^nce: for nought but love 
Can anfw br Ui6 fecure. 

Let hf* ne intent 

T' iients buys 
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The loathing virgin, in eternal care, 
'Well merited, confume his nights and days ; 
Let barbarous nations, whole inhuman love 
Is wild defire, fierce as the funs they feel : 
Let eaftem tyrants from the light of heaven 
Seclude their bofom-daves, meanly poiTefs'd 
Of a mere lifelefs, violated form ; 
While thofe whom love cements in holy faith 
And equal tranfport, free as Nature live, 
Difdaining fear. What is the world to them. 
Its pomp, its pleafure, and its nonfenfe all ! 
Who in each other clafp whatever fair 
High fancy forms, and lavifli hearts can wi(h ; 
Something than beauty dearer, (hould they look 
Or on the mind, or mmd-illumined face — 
Truth, goodnefs, honour, harmony, and love. 
The richeft bounty of indulgent Heaven. 
Meantime a fmiling offspring rifes round. 
And mingles both their graces. By degrees. 
The human bloffom blows j and every day. 
Soft as it rolls along, (hows fome new charm — 
The father's luftre, and the mother's bloom. 
Then infant reafon grows apace, and calls 
For the kind hand of an afuduous care. 
Delightful taik I to rear the tender thought. 
To teach the young idea how to (hoot. 
To pour the frefh inflru£lion o'er the mind. 
To breathe the enlivening fpirit, and to fix 
The generous purpofe in the glowing brea((. 
Oh, Ipeak the joy ! ye, whom the fudden tear 
Surprifes often, while you look around. 
And nothing ftrikes your eye but fights of blifs : 
All various Nature prefling on the heart — 
An elegant fufficiency, content. 
Retirement, rural quiet, friendfhip, books, 
Eafe and alternate labour, ufefiil life, 
Progreflive virtue, and approving Heaven ! 
Thefe are the matchlefs joys of virtuous love ; 
And thus their moments fly. The seafons thus. 
As ceafelefs round a jarring world they roll, 
Still find them happy \ andconfenting Spring 
Sheds her own rofy garland on their heads : 
Till evening comes at laft, ferene and mild ; 
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When after the long vernal day of life, 
Enamour'd more, as more remembrance fwells 
With many a proof of recolletled love, 
Together down they fink in focial fleep ; 
Together freed, their gentle fpirits fly 
To fcenes where love and bliss immortal reign/* 

I take notice here of a circumftance which 
fhould have been mentioned when I related the 
behaviour of my aunt. As flie would have 
heired part of my little property if I had died 
inteftate, and as I thought fhe had rendered her- 
felf peculiarly unworthy of anything that was 
mine, in order to prevent this in cafe of any- 
thing fudden happening to me, I made a will, 
which coft me about half-a-guinea, wherein I 
left John Ellifon junior (fon of the before men- 
tioned John) all I had, I having the greateft 
refpeft for him and the family of any relation or 
friendly acquaintance I then had. I note alfo 
that during this interval I bought many books, 
and read much — divinity, philofophy, history, 
poetry, voyages, travels, &c., &c. ; and having 
a good memory, by this means I acquired a good 
deal of various knowledge, which, qualifying me 
for converfation, I contradled a very large 
acquaintance with fome of the moft fenfible men 
and beft families in the country round about. I 
alfo learned to play a little upon the violin and 
German flute. During this period alfo I made 
feveral excurfions into the furrounding country. 

I went with Mr. R B , of Cleckheaton, 

and his After to Hull : we crofTed the Humber 
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to Barton in Lincolnfhire, where we purchafed 
fome wool, and returned. We ftayed about a 

week with an aunt of Mr. B 's, at Hull, and 

returned home by the way of York, I went 
alfo to the Spa at Scarborough feveral feafons, 
and I took a journey to London with Mr. Martin 
Charlesworth, of Little Gomerfal.* We refided 
at the Talbot Inn, in the Borough, Southwark : 
we went down to Greenwich and Woolwich to 
fee the men-of-war, &c. I was on board the 
Sterling Cattle, of 74 guns. We went to St. 
James's Chapel, faw the old king, George IL, 
the prefent king, George IIL, then Prince of 
Wales, and moft of the Royal Family. I faw 
alfo during my ftay fome of the principal public 
places and curioiities of the city and its neigh- 
bourhood. We ftayed about ten days, and then 
returned. I went alfo with an acquaintance to 
Harrogate, and ' forward to Ripon ; and this, I 
think, is nearly the extent of my travels to this 
period. 



* Little Gomerfall is a part of Great Gomerfall, and is 
in the fame townfhip. It is in the parifli of Birftall, but 
by a iingular arrangement, Birflall is in the townfhip of 
Gomeriall. There is a chapel of eafe in it, and a new 
church was erefted about twelve years ago. The Wefleyans 
have a chapel here, and there is a Moravian chapel which 
IS of a very old date. The trade of the place is the 
woollen manufa6hire, particularly that of blanketing. It 
is about five miles fouth-eaft of Bradford. At this place 
lived the prototype of Mr. Yorke, a chara£ler in the 
late Miis Bronte's novel of ** Shirley ^ '" the real name was 
Taylor. 
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After my affair with the laft-mentioned g?rt^ 
an old Methodift in the town, called Benjamin 
Boys, obferving me look more folid and thought- 
ful than ufual, concluded that I was under fome 
religious imprellion, and invited me to go with 
him to hear the Methodifts preach : I complied 
with his requeft, and hence began my acquaint- 
ance and connection with the Methodifts, of 
which more hereafter. I was fo deeply difgufted 
with the vexation and difappointment I had met 
with in my late love affair, that I was almoft 
ready to forfwear all future connexions with the 
fex, and was for fome time without any inter- 
courfe of the kind ; but by and by a circumftance 
happened which yoked me again. J ~ 

my late fweetheart's father-in-law, became 
ftraitened in his circumftances, that hi 
obliged to retire to London to avoid the perfei 
tion of his creditors and recover himfelf 
wife and children locked up the houfe for feat 
the creditors ftiould break it up, and I took them 
to me into my houfe, and accommodated them 
the beft I could till he returned and paid his 
creditors, which after fome time he honeftly did. 
During their ftay with me, Mrs, Birkhead of 
Brook-houfes,* near Cleckhcaton (a near relation 



°M 



• Brook-hoiifeh. This beautiful place is rather Ufa 
than half-a-mile up the ftream from Spen Bridge, and is 
but a (hort diflance to the north of Cleckheaton. One of 
the houfes — the Hal! — is built of ftone, and was erefied 
about ihirty years ago when the old one was pulled down. 
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of Mrs. B 's), attended by her eldeft daughter 

Lydia, paid her a vifit. I was much taken with 
Mifs Birkhead, who was a very beautiful girl, 
and when they returned home in the evening, 
bore them company moft of the way. As fhe 
was at this time but very young — about eleven 
or twelve years old — I came to a refolution in 
my own mind to wait about three years, and 
then, if we both lived, try if I could not obtain 
her for a wife, and I punfl"ually kept my refo- 
lution. 

At the end of three years Mifs Birkhead and 
her fifter Betty happened to be learning writing 
and accounts with a Mr. John Whitftjrd, at that 
time minifter of the Red Chapel* at Cleck- 
heaton, who taught a fchool on the week days, 



The other part coniifts of two cottages built of brick, which 
ftand with the end towards the back of the hall. The 
buildings are beautifully environed in trees, and the whole 
neighbourhood as far as Spen Bridge looks like an ancient 
park. A clear ftream runs jufl below, and all down the 
valley towards the eaft there are Tome fplendid bits of 
woodland and park-like grounds. An old foot- road leads 
down to Spen Bridge, paft a mill-dam, and the walks are 
very carefully kept. Such is the Brook-houfes at the 
prefent day. 

* Red Chapel, Cleckheaton. The old Independent 
chapel in Cleckheaton was built of brick, as are many of 
the houfes in that place. I fuppofe it was called the Red 
Chapel from that circumftance, or it might be to diflinguifli 
it ixora the White Chapel^ which ftood at a fhort diftance 
from it. The Red Chapel has been replaced fome years 
fince by a very handfome new one of ftone, and it is, 
perhaps, the beft building in Cleckheaton at prefent. The 
White Chapel is built ot ftone. 
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and taught his fcholars at this time in the chapel. 
As I was well acquainted and very familiar with 
this gentleman, I called in one day to fee him 
while teaching his fcholars in the chapel, and the 
Mifs Birkheads being there, I went into the feat 
to them and helped them to finifh their fums. 
After they had fhown them to the mafter and 
returned, I took Lydia behind the pulpit, where 
I paid my firft addrefs to her in the way of 
courtfliip. The minifter obferving this haftened 
to loofe his fcholars, and left us the chapel to 
ourfelves, 

I continued to cultivate my acquaintance with 
this girl for feveral years, till we had formed a 
pretty clofe connexion. I obferved that fhe was 
remarkably backward in admitting my vifits at 
her father's houfe, though extremely willing to 
oblige me with every other opportunity: I found 
this arofe from a fear of her parents becoming 
acquainted with our connexion, which fhe en- 
deavoured to conceal from them as much as fhe 
could. I afterwards underftood that they not 
only difapproved of me for a hufband to their 
daughter, but were bitterly prejudiced againft 
me on other occafions. I was fo difgufted with 
the mean pride, contempt, and ill-nature I heard 
they exprefled on this occafion, that it caufed me 
to drop our correfpondence for fome time. In 
this interval I accidentally became acquainted 
with a Mifs C H , a very handfome. 
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genteel, young lady, near Mirfield,* whofe father 
could give her fome fortune, had given her a 
good education, and who was likely to make a 
very agreeable, managing wife. I kept company 
with this girl during the whole interruption of 
my correfpondence with Mifs Birkhead, and for 
aught I know, had I been fo determined, might 
have had her for a wife ; but meeting again with 

Mifs B at a friend's houfe, we made up the 

breach, and I was of courfe obliged to drop my 

correfpondence with Mifs H . This young 

lady afterwards married a Mr. M. F n of 

Raftrick, went with him to America, bore him 
two children there (daughters), and died. He 
himfelf foon after periihed in a voyage upon 
bufinefs to the Dutch ifland of St. Euftatius. 
The veffel, it was fuppofed, foundered at fea, 
and all on board periihed, as ihe was never heard 
of after her departure from the American port. 
One of the girls furvives, and has fince come 
over to fettle with her relations in this country. 
I heard the following ftory concerning her 

(Mifs H ) related as a faft: — That while her 

hufband and fhe were at fea, on their pafTage to 

* Mirfield, or Mirefteld, is a prettily fituated village 
about three miles and a half to the fouth-weft of Dewfbury. 
It is rather celebrated in the legendary hiftory of this part 
of the county, and near the church there is a large conical 
mound, and the remains of an ancient manor-houfe. In 
modem times it has been beft known as one of the chief 
feats of the woollen manufa6lure. 
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America, her mother faw her apparition i 

evening pafs out of one room into another, whi 
a candle in her hand, looking more than ordinari] 
thoughtful. If fo, I think it feemed to betokdl 
that {he was never to fee her again in this world 

I return to my own ftory. My fweethea 
and mc began now to think of marriage, in fpiti 
of the old folk's oppofition, and in one of n 
vilits I propofed It to her. She was willing, big 
did not know how we fhould accomphlh it, fl 
being under age, and her father refufmg to gii| 
his confent. I told her there was one way flrilW 
(he faid, what was that ? I told her to take a trip 
to Scotland, and afked her if (he would go .' She 
declared (he would whenever I pleafed. We 
then proceeded to fix a day for our adventure; 
it was Thurfday evening, (he obferved, that her 
father and mother would have to attend what 
they call a church-meeting at Heckmondwike,* 
that day three weeks ; that they would fet off by 
one o'clock part noon, and be detained till th^ 
evening; that if 1 would, in their abfence, t 
down the private lane at the back of her father^ 
houfe with my mar 



pillion, (he would rim 



off with r 



. Leeds, 



chaife for Scotland. On this footing v 



• Heckmondwike. A confiderabjc place, eight n 
fouth of Bradford. Here are eictenfive blanket and ca ,_. 
manufactories. It is but a ftiort diftance from Liverfedgj 
and Cleckheaion, on the Lancaftiire and Yorkfliin 
way from Bradford to Mirficld and Hudderslield. 
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at this time. I had propofed the meafure without 
much thought or confideration, and when I came 
to confider it with attention, it gave me no little 
uneafinefs; not but that I loved the girl well 
enough, but I was afraid of the old people's after 
behaviour ; and indeed, I had much more reafon 
to dread this — as I found to my coft afterwards — 
than I was at prefent aware of. However, as I 
confidered myfelf as equal to them, at leaft, in 
family, fortune, education, or moral chara£^er, 
and that if I behaved refpe£^fully they could not 
retain their refentment long, I determined to 
make the venture. The Sunday following I 
rode to Cleckheaton Chapel, and put up my 
mare at the public-houfe at Heaton Gate. My 
Iweetheart, amongft other children, was faying 
her catechifm that day to the parfon. At noon 
a friendly acquaintance of mine (Mr. John 
Broadley, of Rawfolds *) invited me to dine with 
him, as he ufually did. I accordingly went and 
dined with him, and in returning to chapel after 



• Rawfolds IS near Liverfedge, and has become a famous 
place fince the novel of " Shirley," by Mifs Bronte, of Ha- 
worth, was publifhed. The mill, or manufactory, here is cele- 
brated for its fuccefsfiil and fanguinary reiiftance to the Lud- 
dite rioters on the nth of April, 1 8 12, under its proprietor, 
Mr. Cartwright. It is about a mile from Roe Head, near 
Heckmondwike, where Mils Charlotte Bronte (Currer 
Bell) went to fchool, and (he has introduced it prominently 
in the ftory of " Shirley." An interefting account of it 
will be found in the life of Charlotte Bronte, by Mrs. 
Gaikell. At prefent there are cloth-works and dye-works 
carried on in the mills at Rawfolds, or *' Rawfiids/ 



%\ 



74 AUTOBIOGRAPHT OF 

dinner, I obferved Ifaac Taylor coining to meet 
me in a field called Rawfolds Pafture. I imme* 
diately fufpeded that he came with fome meflage 
from Mifs Birkhead, which proved to be the 
cafe. This man lived in a little ftraw-thatched 
cottage at a place called Goofe Hill,* juft at 
the back of Mr. Birkhead's houfe, in the croft 
where the Balm-Mill ftands. We ufually called 
it the Ivy Hall, from its being much overgrown 
with ivy at the weft-end of it ; at this place Mifs 
Birkhead and me ufually met during the greateft 
part of our courtfhip, hence the family became 
a kind of confidents in our amour, and did all 
they could to promote our defign. He told me 
that Mifs Birkhead had been over at his houfe 
fince I faw her, and that fhe had laid a new and 
a fpeedier plan for our being married, which was 
as follows : — She and her fifter Betty were to go 
over in the morning (Monday) upon a vifit for 
fome time to her coufm, Sammy Webfter's, at 
Morley ; that I fhould go over with my mare and 
pillion, her riding drefs, &c., in the evening, put 
up my mare at the public-houfe, vifit her at her 
coufin Sammy's as a fuitor ; that (he would ftay 
with me till they were fettled in bed ; that then I 



* Goofe Hill. This name is no longer ufed, but the 
hamlet now paffes as Balm Mill, or in the diale£l of the 
diftrict, Borne Miln ; it ftands about one hundred yards to 
the weft of Brook-houfes, and is only divided from the 
latter place by a narrow green lane, a beautiful clear ftream 
of water, and a croft. 
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fhould fetch the mare from the public-houfe, and 
flie would ride off with me to Leeds, where we 
might take the chaife for Scotland. I ihould have 
noticed firft, that he told me fhe had got her riding 
drefs out to his houfe, that I was to (lay at the 
public-houfe till dark ; that then he would meet 
me at Spen Bridge* with her clothes, which I 
Ihould take home with me, in order to carry 
them to Morley, to put on for her journey. All 
this was fudden ; entirely of her own contriving, 
and bound me to put or put up, and from the 
fhortnefs of the time, ftunned me a little. How- 
ever, as I was fond of the girl, and hoped (as 
obferved before) that the circumftance the moft 
frightful to me, the old people's prejudice, might 
probably be furmounted, I fent her word that I 
would comply with her plan, and that fhe might 
expe£l me the next evening at Morley, according 
to appointment. I accordingly ftayed at Abraham 
Smith's, the public-houfe at Heaton Gate, till 
dark ; met Ifaac, and took her clothes with me 
to Birkenfhaw. I muft here notice another 
circumftance. Mr. Timothy Crowther, a friendly 
acquaintance of mine in the fame village, had 
been married fome time before to a Mifs Nancy 
Brooke, eldeft daughter of Mr. Jofeph Brooke, 



♦ Spen Bridge is a fine ftone bridge near Spen Mill. 
On the eaft fide of the bridge there are large faftories 
which have been built by Mr. Atkinfon. The owner of 
Spen Mill is a Mr. Mann, and the leffees of the mill are 
Mefllrs. Firth and Blackburn. 
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of HaU Mill, at ihc bottom of MiHield Moor. 
The girl was of age, and therefore at her own 
difpofal, but her mother was fo avcrfe to parting 
with her, that wc had her to get away as we 
could. I went early one fummer's morning with 
a horfe and a pillion, and the met me at the 
bottom of the common ; fhe leaped on behii 
me, and a fervant met us up the fields with h 
clothes ; we rode to a neighbouring ale-houl 
where we met her intended fpoufe and one ( 
two companions; here ftie drefled, and il 
walked to the church ajid had them marrie 
On this occafion Mr. Crowther declared that 
ever I ftood in need of fimilar afliftance, i 
would go with me wherever I went. He u 
his father and brother traded into Scotland} 
therefore the rather claimed his promife at th 
time, as I had been little ufed to travelling, ai 
he knew the roads and the country, having bei 
there before. After fome little hefitation on ti 
fhortnel's of the time, he declared he would bc( 
us company ; he therefore fpoke to his fethi 
and his brother, and they arranged their merca 
tile concerns for the journey as fpeediiy as thi 
could, I had never alked her father's leave 
wait on her, but I determined to do it that day- 
though I knew I fliould be denied — that he mig 
not have it to fay I had never alked him. 
accordingly a(ked, and was refufed, but wi 
more civility than I expected. 

I made what fpeed I could in getting 
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for my journey, as to money, linen, &c., and in 
the evening rode over to Morley according to 
my promife, accompanied by Timmy Crowther, 
Benny Beaumont, and John Barrans. We put 
up our horfes at Morley Hole, where I left them 
and my companions, and attended my fweetheart. 
S. Webfter vvras acquainted with her parents* 
prejudice againft me, but, however, behaved 
very civilly, and invited me to fup with them. 
We were obliged to acquaint the maid with the 
affair, whom we obliged to fecrefy : flie was 
very willing to oblige us, and obferved that flie 
herfelf had a fweetheart that night, and that 
when they heard them ruftle and whifper, they 
would imagine it to be us, and they would carry 
on the deception as long as they could. When 
it approached eleven o'clock my fweetheart was 
impatient to be gone. I had ordered one of my 
companions to attend at the back-door when it 
grew late, and I would ftep out and let him know 
when we were ready, to fetch the mare; I 
therefore ftepped to the back door and told him, 
and he ran over for my mare and the reft of the 
company. She got on behind me from the wall 
near the windmill, and we proceeded to Mr. 
George Efli's, the Golden Lion Inn, at the 
bottom of Briggate, Leeds, the place I ufually 
inn'd at when about my buiinefs. She here 
changed her drefs ((he was in mourning at tnis 
time for her uncle Tommy), the chaife was got 
ready with fpeed, we. put a bottle of wine and 
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fome cake in the box, and mounted. As the 
dread of her parents' malevolence ftill hung upon 
my mind, I looked folid and thoughtful; Mi& 
Birkhead obferved this and faid jocofely that if 
anybody faid a few words, I ihould run back of 
my bargain. At this my companion (a funny 
fellow) laughed heartily, and bantered me freely 
on the occafion. Our two companions returned^ 
taking the horfes, &c. back with them, and we 
ftarted on our journey. 

We were juft paffing through Shipfcar turn- 
pike as it was chiming twelve o'clock at night 
at Leeds old church, and we reached Knares- 
borough early in the morning. Here we changed 
our carriage and horfes and proceeded to Borough- 
bridge, ftill in the dark ; here we called them 
out of bed, changed our carriage and horfes 
again, and proceeded to Northallerton. Here we 
got our breakfaft, and then rode on to Darling* 
ton ; here we dined, and then proceeded to 
Durham ; here we drunk tea, and then pro- 
ceeded through Chefter-le-ftreet to Newcaftle- 
upon-Tyne, which we reached about fix or feven 
o'clock in the evening of Tuefday, Nov. i8th, 
1766. The driver took us to the Queen's 
Head, Pilgrim Street 5 here we fupped and refted 
awhile. Mr. Crowther was weary and fleepy, 
and propofed going to bed, but Mifs Birkhead 
and I were afraid if anyone happened to purfue 
us it might prove difagreeable, and therefore 
urged our proceeding with all fpeed, although 
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(he declared if anyone ihould overtake us, fhe 
would not return with them, at which Mr. 
Crowther laughed heartily again, and declared. 
No, we would fight blood to the knees before ! 
I called the driver and gave him a {hilling extra \ 
he told me he would put two as good horfes in 
the carriage as there was in Newcaftle, and 
drive us merrily ; he was as good as his word. 
We went on the canter almoft all the way to 
Morpeth, where we called them out of bed, 
changed our chaife, and proceeded to Alnwick. 
Here we called them out of bed again, got a 
bottle of wine and fome little refrefhment, and 
rode on to a village they call Belford \ * here 
feme of the tackle of the chaife had broken, and 
the driver had to call up a blackfmith to repair 
diem ; we fat in the chaife the while, and then 
proceeded to Berwick-upon-Tweed, which we 
reached foon after daybreak. Here we ftaid 
breakfaft and dinner, as Mr. Crowther had fome 
cuftomers to tranfa£^ buiinefs with at this place. 
We then proceeded over the Scotch moors to a 
large, lone inn's-houfe called Old Camus. The 
roads were bad, fo that we had to alight feveral 
times and walk, the horfes having enough to do 
to draw the empty carriage. The face of the 
country fuddenly changed from a country en- 
dofed and adorned with trees and hedges, to a 



* Belford is not a village, but a fmall market-town, 
tboat fourteen miles from Berwick-upon-Tweed. 
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black, barren, dreary wafte, where no fence, and 
hardly a tree or a buih were to be feen for long 

together ; the cattle alfo had a very different 
appearance ; the fmall, black, Scotch heifers and 
the diminutive fheep on the wafte grounds of 
Scotland, formed a very ftriking contraft to the 
large cattle we had juft left behind in fome of 
the northern counties of England. We reached 
Old Camus at laft, changed our chaife, and pro- 
ceeded to a village they call Broxburn.* The inn 
where we alighted was no other than a ftraw- 
thatched cottage with an earthen floor; the 
waiter, a ftrong-Hmbed, brown, Scotch girl, bare- 
legged and bare-footed, and fpeaking the broad 
Scotch dialedl. Mifs Birkhead was ftartled with 
the oddnefs of the fcene. After getting fome 
refreftiment at this place, we proceeded to Had- 
dingtoun, the capital, I fuppofe, of Eaft Lothian, 
in North Britain ; we arrived at this place about 
fix o'clock in the evening of Wednefday, Nov. 
19th, 1766. We alighted at the chief, or one of 
the chief inns in the town (I forget the fign), 
and immediately fent for a minifter ; they pre- 
fently brought one; he required a large fee at 
firft, but I told him as we were but common 
people, and not marrying from interefted motives, 
he muft be content with lefs ; we agreed for two 



' Broxburn is tlifi name of a river whicl 
ddingtonlliiri: lo ihe Tea, which it eniera 
,c village of Broxbura ftands on the bonks of this river. 
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guineas the minifter, and five {hillings the clerk, 
iv^hich I gave them, and he married us in a 
chamber of the inn about feven o'clock in the 
evening. My wife went to bed immediately, 
and after chatting awhile with my companion 
and the parfon, I followed her. The parfon told 
us the following ftory, which he had juft been 
concerned in a little before he married us. 

A gentleman of London, of good fortune and 
chara£ter, wooed a lady of the fame place of a 
good fortune likewife. The gentleman was an 
unexceptionable match, but the lady's father was 
a fingular conceited fellow, and, as his daughter 
was under age, utterly refufed to give his confent 
to the marriage j the young couple, however, 
were determined on the meafure, and laid their 
plan accordingly. The gentleman hired a chaife 
and four in the neighbourhood to be ready at a 
certain hour, and as he knew that the lady's 
father was a fharp, a£tive man, that their elope- 
ment could not be long concealed from him, and 
that he would follow them with all fpeed, he 
took the precaution to fend off a fervant, poft, 
with orders to keep a ftage before them all the 
way, and to fee a chaife and four ready harneflTed 
at each ftage, and a fupply of wine and vi£^uals 
in the box for them to fubfift on by the way, 
that they might ftep out of one carriage into 
another, and proceed with the utmoft fpeed with- 
out a moment's delay. By this means they pre- 
fently reached Haddington, and alighted at the 
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fame inn which we did, but as they knew thi 
activity of the old. gentleman, they were a&j " 
they would not hav.c time to complete the cere 
mony before he was at their heels ; they therM 
fore requefted the miltrefs of the houfe to f 
them a bed-room, and they would undrefs i 
get into bed, and if the old gentleman came, f 
tell him they were married and a-bed. 
promifed to follow their directions, and by t 
time ihe had well left them the old gentleman 
was rattling in a chaife and four at the door; 
immediately inquired for the young couple ; flie-^ 
told him they were a-bed. "A-bed!" he exclaimed 
wiih aftonilhment ; "what, were they married 
already?" (he told him, yes. After furioully 
walking backwards and forwards for fome time, 
he defired to be fliown to their bed-room ; {be 
accordingly introduced him into the room ; the 
young folks apologifed and begged his pardon : 
after fwearing and raving furioully for fome time 
his paJTion at length remitted, and he invited 
them to rife that they might drink together before 
he returned. He retired, and they arofe, drelTed 
themfelves, and joined the old gentleman, whereta 
they became tolerable friends over . 
The lady's father then got into the chaife, 
returned home again. They then fent for tli| 
parfon (the fame who married us and told i 
the ftory), got married, went to bed, and t 
next morning followed the old gentleman ' 
London. 
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The minifter wrote me the following certifi- 
cate or teftimonial of our marriage : — 

** Thomas Wright, of the parifli of Birftall, 

in the county of York, clothier, and Lydia 

Birkhead, of the fame parifh, fpinfter, were 

married at Haddington, in Eaft Lothian, N. 

Britain, according to the form of matrimony 

prefcribed and ufed by the Church of England, 

on this nineteenth day of November^ 1766, by 

J. Buchanan, Minifter, 

T ^, c r f Timothy Crowther. 

In the prelence of -^ -^ . .^ ., 

L Bartholomew Bower. 

In the morning, while breakfaft was preparing, 
I overheard the miftrefs of the houfe remarking 
to fome of the family, that the young lady (my 
wife) was a very pretty young lady as moft flie 
had feen, and looked well ; but that the gentle- 
man (myfelf ) looked but poorly, and flie thought 
the young lady would foon have a new hufband 
to feek. I thought, " I hope not, miftrefs, I do 
not think of dying fo foon as you feem to imagine." 
My wife had never had the fmall-pox, was in 
the bloom of youth and beauty, and at this time 
looked very well. I myfelf always looked pale, 
was at this time much fatigued both in body and 
mind, and had got little or no reft or fleep for 
three or four fucceffive days and nights, fo that 
at this time I looked poorlier than ordinary. 
Mr. Crowther and Mifs Birkhead flept foundly 
in the chaife, but I could not. But alas ! how 
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was our landlady miftaken ! . The young bloom- 
ing beauty, my wife, who was at this time like 
the pidure of health, and whofe look feemed to 
promife many long years of life, health, and 
vivacity, has now (at the time I am writing this 
— September, 1795 — after living with me in 
wedlock near eleven years, and bearing me feven 
children), been dead near eighteen years ; and 
the poorly-looking gentleman who, in the judge- 
ment of the landlady, feemed to be then near the 
borders of the grave, after living with his then 
wife near eleven years, and having feven children 
by her, as mentioned above ; after living above 
four years in a ftate of widowhood, and after 
being married a fecond time to a younger wife 
than his firft, with whom he has lived near four- 
teen years, and had five children by her, which 
makes up his whole number twelve, is at prefent 
in a comfortable ftate of health and ftrength for 
his time of life. So uncertain is human fore- 
fight, and fo liable is human judgment tp be im- 
pofed upon by deceitful appearances. 

We now concluded to bear Mr. Crowther 
company the reft of his journey amongft his 
cuftomers, and return home again together. 
After breakfaft, therefore, we took the chaife 
and proceeded to Edinburgh. This is the capital 
city of Scotland, and here we flayed feveral days. 
We took a walk to Leith, the fea-port for Edin- 
burgh, and about a mile diftant, and took a view 
Qf the harbour, the ihipping, &c. We alfo took 
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a walk to Holyrood Houfe, where the Scottifh 
kings ufed formerly to be crowned. The houfes 
in this city (efpecially High Street) are remark- 
ably high, from four to twelve or fixteen ftories, 
fo that a perfon walking beneath feems buried 
between the houfes, which appear the height of 
fteeples on each fide, and gives a perfon a remark- 
able idea of his own littlenefs. The different 
ftories of thefe lofty buildings are afcended by 
flights of fteps, which they here call winds, and 
at each ftory — for the moft part — a different 
family dwells, with an infcription over the door 
containing the perfon's name and occupation. 
My wife and I afcended, I think, feventy-one 
fteps to our bed-room. The inhabitants of this 
city are not accommodated with neceffary houfes ; 
each family, therefore, provide themfelves with 
clofe-ftools ; at ten in the evening a perfon goes 
about the city with a drum, to give notice to the 
people in the ftreets to get out of the way ; 
every family then empty their clofe-ftool-pots 
out of the windows into the ftreets, and early in 
the morning perfons appointed for the purpofe 
clean the ftreets and take as much of it away 
as poflible, leaving the reft in vacant places, 
covered with aflies, to take away afterwards. 
This praftice caufes a nafty fmell in the ftreets, 
which is very difagreeable, efpecially to ftrangers \ 
I hardly durft venture out in a morning before I 
had got my breakfaft. I obferved that they were 
almoft univerfally ihuff-takers in this place, and 



86 JUrOB/OGRAPHr OF 

fomebod}' told me that they had adopted this 
cuftom ,as an antidote againft the bad fmells 
anting in the ftreets, occafioned by the aforefaid 
dirty practice. We refided in one of the prin- 
cipal inns and one of the principal ftreets in the 
city, but I forget both the fign of the houfe and 
the name of the ftreet. One day while we 
remained here two of the maid fervants quarrelled 
about their work ; they fcolded loud and feverely 
in the broad Scotch dialedt ; they appeared very 
droll to us, as we hardly knew a word they fpoke, 
although we could fee they were very angry. 

Mr. Crowther having finiftied his bufinefs at 
this place, we took the coach one morning and 
proceeded to the city of Glafgow, which we 
reached in the evening. We refided during our 
ftay here at the firft inn on the right hand enter- 
ing the city- The name of the perfon who kept 
the inn was, I think, at that time Tenant. The 
landlady of this inn was the biggeft, moft co^ 
pulent, and heavieft woman that ever I faw 
my life ; (he told us her weight, but I have 
got it. She had a little wide carriage, like 
cart, in which flie rode out to take the air, for 
flie was too heavy and overgrown to walk five 
yards : (he faid when (he was young fhe was as 
fmall as my wife j however, (he would hai 
made half-a-dozen of her now. This city, 
its bignefs, is one of the prettieft cities I ev4 
faw ; it appears to have been laid out on 
regular plan, all the ftreets eroding each ol 
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at right angles. The buildings We lofty, grand, 
and regular, and the principal fleets accommo- 
dated with piazzas, which are v*ery agreeable to 
foot-paiTengers on a hot or rainjr day. I called 
in one day at one of the bookfellef s and purchafed 
Gray's ** Beggars' Opera," to rfead for amufe- 
ment during our ftay : the bookfeUer underftand- 
ing I came from Yorkfhire, afked me if I knew 
Mr. Edwards, of Halifax? I told him, "Yes, very 
well 5 " he faid, " If you fpear him, he will ken 
me 5 my name is Robinfon." In returning 
down the ftreet a poor boy afked me for twa 
bawbees; I told him he was toO, greedy, and 
gave him one (a halfpenny). O^ Sunday we 
attended two of their kirks to hear divine fervice ; 
one of them, a new-ere£led building and highly 
iinifhed, where the quality refortedi I obferved 
feveral women in the ftreets whfle petticoats 
reached very little below the kneesland one old 
woman whofe petticoat did not reacii the knees : 
this appeared very odd, becaufe, ^rhaps, un- 
ufual, to me. We drunk tea with fej^eral of Mr. 
Crowther's cuftomers, and after fta^ng moft of 
a week in this city, we took the coapch and re- 
turned to Edinburgh. We had a kin^ of a fliip- 
.captain, a paflengcr with us in the cc^ch part of 
the uay. The man was drunk, and therefore 
difagr^eable company ; he chewed tooacco, and 
fitting next my companion, flaveredi and fpat 
upon his coat. At this Mr. Cro^/kher was 
offended, and fpoke rather fharply to 'the man ; 
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the frllow innnedialely challenged him out of 
the coach to fight, but Mr. Crowther treating 
him with the contempt he deferved, the man 
fooii after fell afleep, and the affair dropped, 

One of the ferv a tit-girls — a ftrong-made, 
hardy-looking, Scotch lafs— would gladly have 
come with us as 3 tervant, from the im we 
rcfided at in Edinburgh; flie faid if we would 
accept her fervice, ftie could run on foot after 
the chaifc all the way; and obferved, ihat flie 
could milk the cows, tend and clean rhem or 
other cattle, look after the dairy, and upon occa- 
fion, do any genteeler work ; and I do believe if 
we had ventured to bring her, flie would have 
made an excellent fervant. We returned fr 
Edinburgh by a different road from t'lat whii 
we came, till we got to Newcaftle. We fli 
the firll night at a place they call Gingh 
in the morning Mr. Crowther had his e] 
almoft fwellcd up from being bit by the bi 
but though I thought I felt them run over 
in the night, neither I or my wife were ail 
by them the whole journey. We proceei 
from hence through WooUer to Newcaftle; fn 
whence we returned by the route w 
through Chefter-le-ftreet, Durham, Dariiigtoi 
Northallerton, Boroughbridge, and KJiart 
borough, to Leeds, where we arrived onTuefda] 
December 2nd, it being juft a fortnight the 
before fince we left the place. It being mirk< 
day, my friendly acquaintance foon flockedroi 
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me and acquainted me with the terrible hubbub 
our adventure had raifed, and the rage and 
malevolence of my wife's parents. Mr. John 
Broadley, of Rawfolds, near Littletown* (a gene- 
rous little fellow), iniifted that I and my wife 
fhould go home with him, where we fhould be 
as welcome as day, till we could accommodate 
ourfelves with a proper fettlement — for at this 
time I was no houfekeeper, but boarded out. 
He faid farther, that if I could purchafe a foil 
anywhere nigh, and make it convenient to build, 
he would give me the ftones out of his own 
quarry to build the houfe, if I built one as large 
as Bilton's Hall,t and help me lead the materials 
into the bargain. Mr. Richard Brooke, of 
Cleckheaton, declared he would help me alfo 
to lead the materials. I fhould certainly have 
accepted Mr. Broadley's propofal, but Nathaniel 
Brooke, of Cleckheaton, my wife's uncle (her 
mother's youngeft brother), obferved that it 
would be more prudent for us to go home with 
him, as we ihould be nearer the old folk ; that 
they would be better pleafed with our being 
there, he being fo near a relation, and that he 
would have a better opportunity of promoting 
a reconciliation. On thefe confiderations we 
agreed to his propofal, and accompanied him 

* Littletown is a part of the town (hip of Liverfedge. 

•f I am told that there was formerly a popular saying in 
this part of Yorkfhire, in the form, " I'll build a houfe as 
big as Built-ons Hall," or " Bilton's Hall 5 " but it appears 
to be now obfolete. 
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home that evening, where we had an upper and 
lower room appropriated partly to our ufe, and 
in which we refided till we removed the May-day 
following to a farm I had taken in the meantime. 
The terrible tafk was now to be undertaken 
of attempting to propitiate the dreadful wrath of 
thofe high and mighty, forely-ofFended, deeply- 
injured, felf-important, and eminently religious 
people ; and as much fear and cringing, adula- 
tion, felf-abafement, and fubmiflion was thought 
requifite on this occafion as if we were approach- 
ing the grand Turk, or fome equally dreaded, 
powerful, and offended tyrant ! Nathaniel Brooke, 
my wife's uncle — a fneering, fcornful fellow, a 
chara£leristic of the family — ^was our profeiTed 
mediator on this occafion, and propofed to intro- 
duce us to their offended majeflies. He repre- 
fented the abfolute neceflity of great fubmiflion 
in order to avert their anger, and obtain their 
favour 'y and faid fo much, that, as I was greatly 
defirous of peace and quietnefs, he perfuaded me 
to comply with the abjeft circumftance of afking 
their pardon, together with my wife, upon my 
knees, for having married their daughter without 
their confent, who was no better than myfelf, 
and fprung from a family no better, if as good, 
as my own, a circumftance for which he himfelf 
afterwards laughed me to fcorn, in confonance, 
indeed, to his family difpofition. To a worthy, 
generous-minded perfon I might have happened 
to affront or difoblige, I fhould have efteemed it 
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no difhonour to have made the humbleft reafon- 
able acknowledgment and fubmiilion; but to 
ftoop fo low to ftupid, fordid, unfeeling people, 
who never manifefted one generous principle 
that ever I could perceive during my whole 
acquaintance and connexion with them, was too 
unworthy and difgufting an abafement for an 
open, ingenuous mind ever to refleft upon with 
patience; and I never recall the circumftance 
to my memory without feeling a painful fenfation 
of fhame and indignation. They received our 
humble addrefs and requeft with the ftupid, un- 
feeling indifference and difregard peculiar to 
their chara£ler and difpofition, and we returned 
on pretty much the fame terms we came, except- 
ing a baneful admiilion, obtained by my wife, to 
vifit them occafionally, to hear them contemn, 
abufe, and vilify her hufband, and afford them 
an opportunity to fay and do all that lay in their 
power to alienate her efleem and affedlion from 
her partner, and ruin the peace and comfort of 
our family. This purpofe, wicked as it was, 
through the weaknefs and indifcretion of my 
wife, they at lafl completely efFeded. I had 
fondly imagined that thefe venerable people, who 
were grown gray in the profeffion of religion, 
and had paid a flridl conformity for many years 
to iiit formalities of their party, and pafTed among 
their neighbours for mighty pious folks, who 
could fay with the Pharifee (Luke xviii. 11,) 
-** Grod, we thank thee, that we are not as other 
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men are, extortioners, unjuft, adulterers, or even 
as our comparatively more profane and lefs formal 
neighbours : we pray twice in our family every 
day (it {ecmsfa/iingw2LS not in their formulary), 
in contributing to the fupport of the church (as 
they call it) and its minifters, entertaining the 
faints, &c. &c : we pay tithes of all that we 
poflefs, we pay a facred regard to the fabbath by 
attending conftantly at the chapel that day j we 
give a ftri6t attendance on the ordinance (as they 
emphatically call it), and receive the Sacrament 
of thy Body and Blood every month, &c. &c. : 
we muft furely, therefore, be far more eminent 
Chriftians than thofe of our neighbours who 
pay little or no regard to thefe, or many of thefe 
formalities.'* 

I fee nothing amifs in all this for thofe who 
choofe to follow it, but I conceive this is not 
Chriftianity. I had fondly hoped, as I faid before, 
amidft all this eclat and parade of profejjion and 
formality^ to find fome reality; to find them in 
poflTeffion of fome tolerable meafure of the 
genuine fpirit and praSfice of Chriftianity ; to 
find them paying fome deference, regard, and 
attention to fome of the mofl important com- 
mands and precepts given by that divine perfon 
to his followers, whom they afFefted to call 
Mafler; precepts, the obfervation whereof was 
of the lafl confequence to the peace and comfort 
both of fociety at large, to every family, and to 
every individual ; I mean thofe of mutual love 
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and forgivenefs, to which he required an un- 
qualified obedience. But, alas ! I was miferably 
difappointed in my expedlation ; they appeared 
to be utterly unacquainted with the divine com-> 
mands and injun6tions, or, what was worfe, to 
pay an utter difregard to them ; their whole 
fpirit and conduct towards me on this occafion, 
for near thirty years together, being — if I have 
a fingle grain of true judgment in the cafe — 
diametrically oppofite both to the fpirit and 
practice of Chriftianity. The gofpel commands 
every man not to think of himfelf more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think foberly; 
but thefe people thought highly of themfelves, 
not only on account of the little wealth they 
had acquired more than the generality of their 
neighbours, but alfo on account of their ftrift, 
religious formalities, from whence they concluded 
themfelves righteous ; and, with the ancient 
Pharisees, thofe religious devils incarnate, def- 
pifed others — efpecially myfelf — ^whom they af- 
fe£led to treat with the moft fovereign contempt, 
and vilified me in the mofl vulgar, infulting, and 
abufive language, as if I had been the vileft 
charader in the country. Jefus Chrift fays, 
** If thy brother fin againft thee feven times in a 
day, and feven times in a day turn again unto 
thee, faying, I repent, forgive him." His be- 
loved apoftle, John, declares, ** If any man fay 
he loves God, and hateth his brother, he is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him," And left any 
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narrow-minded fedary fhould attempt to reftrain 
the meaning of the word brother to thofe of their 
own party (as the felf-opinionated Jews were 
ftrongly inclined to do), Jefus Chrift teaches 
them better in the amiable and aiFe£ling parable 
of the Good Samaritan, wherein he gives his 
narrow-fouled querift in a very forcible manner 
to underftand, that it was his duty to confider 
any individual of the human race, even though 
an enemy, that might happen to ftand in need of 
his kindnefs or afHftance, as his neighbour or his 
brother. But William Birkhead wifhed his 
knife in my heart, and declared to a friend of 
mine (Mr. John Broadley) that he would never 
forgive me ! My friend obferving, that then he 
muft never fay his prayers, he declared he did 
not care if he never did ; and whatever he may 
have done fmce as to faying his prayers, which 
I think means very little, he feems firmly to have 
kept his purpofe of bearing me a deadly hatred 
to this day. 

I mean by and by to give a few fhort notices 
of both thefe people's families as far as I have 
been able to trace them out; in the meantime 
I return to the thread of my ftory. My wife 
continued to repeat her vifits, while I was kept 
at a diftance, as a dilhonour to the family. 
Thefe vifits foon operated for the worfe on my 
wife's mind and behaviour, and I prefently found, 
to my extreme regret, that by attaching myfelf 
to this family, I had attached myfelf to family 
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difquiet and unhappinefs ; to grief, vexation, 
mifery, poverty, and ruin. 

We were now to make our appearance and 
receive the vifits of our friendly acquaintance 
according to cuftomi but my wife's two beft 
gowns — one green, and the other blue filk — 
were at Brook-houfes, and her parents refufed 
to let her have them. I told her not to mind 
this, that I had feven filk gowns which had been 
preferved from the wreck of my mother's ward- 
robe, and fome of them better than hers, that as 
fhe feemed to be about my mother's lize, fhe 
fhould have one of the beft of them altered into 
the prefent fafhion for her to appear in on the 
prefent occafion. For this purpofe we immedi- 
ately fent for the mantua-maker, but her mother 
hearing of the circumftance, her pride, fuch as 
it was, induced her to fend over the two gowns 
immediately. We accordingly made our appear- 
ance and received our viiitors, and had a good 
number of our common friendly acquaintance to 
fee us. At May-day, or thereabouts, 1767, we 
removed to Lower Blacup, in the townfliip of 
Li verfedge, on the north fide of the hill facing the 
turnpike-road leading from Cleckheaton to Hartf- 
head Moor.* The farm I had taken of Mr. 



* Hardhead Moor is a place near the village of Hartf- 
heady and is about two miles to the fouth-ead of Cleck- 
heaton, the village of Hightown lying between them. 
The Moor is now all enclol'ed, and covered with thriving 
&ins. There is an ancient crois where this moor was, in 
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Richard Brooke, of Hoyland,* for fifteen pounds 
per annum. It was but mean land, and had a 
very difficult and inconvenient road to it, but 
was very quiet and retired — a circumftance which 
fuited my fancy very much — ^had a number of 
good fruit trees — plumbs, apples, and cherries in 
the two gardens or orchards planted by the laft 
tenant, William Cordingley. We had one quiet 
neighbour under the roof with us, Tere Lee, 
with whom, upon the whole, we lived very 
peaceably during our ftay together, which was 
fourteen years. Tere Lee had dwelt long at 



a lane near the church. Parts of the church are very 
ancient, and there is an arch in it which bears a great re- 
femblance to the beautiful arch now to be feen in Addle, 
or Adel Church. " I have vifited Hartlhead Church," 
Mr. Holroyd writes, " and am of opinion that it was 
built in the earlier part of the twelfth century. Its 
fituation is fplendid, and embraces a view of the whole of 
the vale of the Calder, except that part above Halifax. 
Kirklees, and the wood where bold Robin Hood is faid to 
lie buried, lie below, a few miles to the fouth ; and the 
fcene is indeed charming. In the early part of the prefent 
century the Rev. Patrick Bronte was the incumbent of 
Hartfhead, and it was to this place he brought liis young 
Cornifh wife, the fame lady who afterwards became the 
mother of Charlotte, Emily Jane, and Anne Bronte, of 
Thornton and Haworth, to which places their father after- 
wards removed." 

* Hoyland. There are four places bearing this name 
in the Welt Riding of Yorkfhire, viz. Hign Hoyland, 
a parifh fix miles north of Peniftone j Swaine Hoyland, 
two miles north-eaft of Peniftone j and Upper and Nethei 
Hoyland, five and a half miles fouth-fouth-eaft of Bamfley. 
Verv likely the latter is the Hoyland referred to in the text, 
having over two thoufand inhabitants. 
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the place, I fuppofe near forty years. Some 
houfehold furniture I had, which had been faved 
from the wreck of my family's furniture, which 
did fomething towards furnifhing the houfe; I 
had alfo purch^ed fome other pieces of furniture 
when I occupied a room or two at Birkenfhaw ; 
thefe made out a little further, and after fome 
time we had the following articles from Brook- 
houfes. A new oak defk and drawers — this 
they had back again when my wife died ; a new 
fmall mahogany tea-table, price one pound \ one 
old-fafhioned oak bedftead, and part of the old 
bedding, of fmall value ; one little ftand table to 
fet a candle upon ; thefe I ftill retain. An old 
cradle — this they had back again alfo ; a fmall, 
old-fafhioned filver table-fpoon ; this, with many 
other things belonging to me, they afterwards 
fhamefuUy, unjuftly, and wickedly perfuaded my 
children to purloin from their father's houfe, 
and being but children, and not knowing confe- 
quences, they were eafily impofed upon by the 
fpecious pretences that a fecond wife would ihut 
them, but that they would take care of them 
for their ufe ; but alas ! they took care that they 
were never a farthing better for any or moft of 
them afterwards, fo that they were entirely loft 
both to them and their father ; a piece of bafe 
injuftice, and little, if anything better than if my 
houfe had been rifled by a common houfebreaker. 
But I return to my ftory. I was obliged to 
purchafe what further neceiTary things I wanted 

H 
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for the houfe and the farm. I bought a cloth- 
tenter as it flood in the tenter-croft, and a little 
old cart and its furniture, and other old goods 
and implements for the houfe and barn, of 
William Cordingley, the late tenant, for which 
I paid him twenty pounds ; but I afterwards 
thought this a dear bargain. Our marriage 
adventure had coft me a good fum of money; 
we were more than a fortnight abfent, and had 
travelled 500 miles, more or lefs, in carriages; 
it will be eafily imagined, therefore, that it muft 
have been very expenfive ; this, with following 
expenfes, by the time we had got fettled on the 
farm, had nearly drained my pocket of ready 
money. However, they ventured fo far at Brook- 
houfes as to fend us a pack of wool to begin 
cloth-making with ; we accordingly begun and 
did a little, as our fmall flock would allow. 

I proceed to relate another circumftance. I 
had a fmall cftate at Halifax, in cottages, at the 
bottom of the churchyard ; two or three of thefe, 
which fronted into the churchyard, were mean 
and made little rent, and I was advifed by fome 
of my acquaintance to pull them down, and 
build new ones on the foundation. I complied 
with their advice, and for this purpofe borrowed 
two hundred pounds of Mr. Samuel ^ 
of Morley,* and gave him fecurity of t] 



• Morley Is in the parifti of Bailey, eight miles rouj 
eift gf Braafbrd, antl four miles roulh-weQ of Leeds, il 
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This money, together with moil of fifty pounds 
I had at Brook-houfes, was expended on this 
occafion, and when the affair was completed, the 
rent which they let for paid about five per cent. 
for the money, fo that I had better have let it 
alone. I was foft and unacquainted with affairs 
and bargains of this nature, and the artful work 
men impofed upon me much, fo that the build- 
ings coft me much more than they might or 
ought to have done. I remained at Lower 
Blacup in the whole fourteen years. Soon after 
we came to this place, my wife's father lent me 
fifty pounds, for which I gave him a note, but 
not to pay intereft. Moft of this, as I obferved 
before, I laid out at Halifax. About the year 
1773, there being a brilk trade, and having but 
little ftock, my wife's father lent her another 
fifty pounds, and I made clolh for fome time. 
My family increafed apace, and about this time 
my wife lay badly a long time, in lying in of her 
fourth child (Sally), which proved averyexpenfive 
feaibn, and I found, upon calculation, my family 
expenfes greatly exceeded my income. I acknow- 
ledge I was no great adept in trade, however, as 
I never did but little in this way \ if I got nothing 
I could not be fuppofed to make myfelf much 
worfe. Our fifty pounds dwindled very faft. 



is a very populous village, and the inhabitants live by the 
manufacture of clothing. Batley, near by, is the centre 
of the " ihoddy ". trade. 
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owing chiefly to the extraordinary expenfes of 
my family. I afterwards endeavoured to adjuft j 
my family expenfes to my annual income, that 
I might be enabled to keep even in the world as 
long as I could. I did my beft to live on friendly 
terms with my wife's parents, and fometimes we 
feemed pretty agreeable, but this never lafted 
long, and as I could not put up with foul looks 
and difrefpeftful behaviour, I was finally forced 
to withdraw myfelf as much as pofliblc from all 
jntercourfe with them. My wife, however, con- 
tinued, and would continue, her vifits in fpite of 
all I could fay to perfuade her to the contrary j 
and they continued to blackguard, vilUfy, and 
abufe me in her prefence with all the virulence 
and malignity that the blackeft and moft dia- 
bolical pride and malice could infpire. This 
foon had its efte£t on my wife's mind and temper, 
and entirely ruined the peace and happinefs of 
our family. No twith Handing I did all that lay 
in my power to oblige her, and put up with the 
infults of her parents with a degree of patience 
which, confidering the natural warmth of my 
temper, I have often fmce been aftoniflied at, 
yet ftie feldom came from thence but in a bad 
humour, and would have abufed me in the moft 
provoking language for hours together, when I 
have hardly uttered a word in reply j indeed, I 
am forry to fay it, but it is a fa£t, and I record 
it, not to expofe her (for I write this only for 
my family's perufal), but as a warning to the 
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dUFerent branches of my family to avoid the 
fame fhameful and fatal evil ; I fay fhe feldom 
came fober from Brook-houfes, and in fuch cafes 
always in a bad, abufive humour. I feldom 
contefted with her on fuch occafions, as I deemed 
it abfurdy but got her to deep as foon as I could. 
This pra(^ce, I am certain, very much injured 
her health, and fhortened her life : it alfo aiFedled 
the life of one, and injured the health of feveral 
others of her later children. When the notoriety 
of her condu£l had unavoidably expofed her to 
the obfervation of all the neighbourhood, and 
her parents could no longer deny the fa£k (though 
it terribly mortified their religious vanity), they 
endeavoured to throw the odium upon me by 
faying, that it was grief and vexation of mind 
becaufe I did not follow a trade, &c. that induced 
her to adopt the fatal pra£lice ; but this afTertion 
was falfe as hell — the propenfity was natural, 
ftrengthened and increafed, very probably, by 
habit, for the old people always kept a dram by 
them, and any of the children that happened to 
be fo difpofed, could eafily find accefs to the 
bottle. 

I did not fail to admonifh her when fhe was 
properly herfelf of the pernicious confequences 
likely to attend fo imprudent a condu£b, in the 
moft loving, afFe£lionate, and refpe£lful manner 
I pof&bly could, but it had no efFe£!; ; and, indeed, 
the continual, reiterated contempt and abufe fhe 
heard uttered by her parents againfl me, in her 
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frequent vifits to fee them, appeared to have en- 
tirely divefted her of all proper regard and affec- 
tion for her hufband; and her behaviour in 
general was what I might have expe£led from 
fuch an unhappy difpofition of mind. In vain did 
I beg of her with the utmoft earneftnefs and 
good-nature to forbear her vifits, as the efFefis 
of them were fo unfavourable to the peace of 
our family ; in vain did I tell her fhe fhould be 
welcome to fhare the lafl penny I had or could 
honeflly procure, and that I would never upbraid 
her with her want of fortune, if fhe would flay 
by me and not join my enemies, but let us do 
the befl we could for ourfelves and our family. 
She told me to my face fhe would not, but that 
fhe would go and fee them whenever fhe pleafed, 
whether I would or no, whatever was the confe- 
quence ; and that fhe did not care if I was utterly 
ruined the next day ! I told her I hoped her laft 
words were a flip of the tongue, and that upon 
fecond thoughts fhe would recall them. She 
protefled fhe would not, and vehemently afiirmed 
that it was the fettled difpofition of her mind ! 
I told her I was forry for it, and that it was fo 
much the more pity; and Mary Gomerfall, a 
neighbour- woman (a Quaker) who fetched milk, 
and happened to be then in the houfe, cried out, 
** Nay, miflrefs, for fhame j thou mufl not fay 
fo ! " I own this repeated declaration (which 
fhe never afterwards retraced) entirely over- 
turned my efleem for her, and it was never in 
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my power afterwards, to the day of her death, 
to regard her with that degree of love and afFec- 
tion I always had done before ; and the recollec- 
tion of it to my mind, even at this diftance of 
time, is highly difgufting ftill. Hence I advife all 
my children of both fexes that may happen to 
enter into the matrimonial connexion, to be 
doubly careful how they make ufe of fuch im* 
prudent and difrefpe£!;ful expreflions to their 
partners j for though they may be uttered in 
paffion, and perhaps afterwards retracted, yet are 
they apt to make fuch unfavourable impreflions, 
and create fuch averfions in delicate minds, as 
perhaps they may never afterwards be able to 
furmount as long as they live — a mofl unhappy 
circumftance between a married couple. How- 
ever, I was enabled to behave refpeftfuUy and 
even tenderly to my partner to her laft hour, 
potwithflanding the ungenerous return I con- 
tinually met with. 

In the fpring of the year 1774, my wife one 
morning propofed to go over to her father's and 
fpend the day with them, as fhe very frequently 
did ; to oblige her, I accompanied her within a 
field of the houfe, and carried the child for her, 
and then returned home again to look after our 
family affairs. I had told her I would meet her 
in the evening, and help her to bring the child 
home again. We had ploughers in the field, and 
they had promifed to plough me a headland to 
.plant potatoes upon. Towards evening I locked 
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the door, and went to fee what they were doing. 
I found they had left the field without performing 
their promife ; I followed them to a blackfmith's 
at the top of the hill, where I heard they 
and engaged them to come again and plough it 
for me, arid then returned home immediatelyt 
When I got within view of our houfe I faw mf\ 
wife at the door, and hailed down to open it. 
Her brother Willy had brought her and the child 
behind him on her father's gray mare. When I 
reached the houfe I found my wife in a furious 
palfion on the fuppofition that I had been attend- 
ing the mafons who were at that time erefling 
the Methodift preach ing-houfe on the top of the 
hill ; in this (he was miftaken ; however, flie 
proceeded to abufe me at a great rate. I faid 
little, but told her that if flie could not fee her 
parents and come home peaceably and in good 
humour, I wiflied (he would ilaj' with them, 
while (he was there. She immediately put on 
her cloak and marched off, leaving the little child 
in the cradle. Her younger fifter afterwards 
fetched the child while I was out of the houfe, 
and I followed them to Brook-houfes, where I 
received plenty of abufe, and many warm words 
palled between us. I left her, and (he ftayed 
with them about three weeks, when, under- 
(tanding that (he wi(hed to be at home, I went 
over and fetched her and the child hack again. 
On this occafion more warm words pa (Ted 
between us, and her mother told me, with a 
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{pint of the moft perverfe malignity, that fhe 
had rather fhe had married a chimney-fweeper ; 
nay, that fhe had rather follow her to her grave, 
than fee her return peaceably home with her 
hufband 1 This was an old woman making 
mighty pretences to religion, but where, I 
wonder, on this occafion was her Chriflianity ? 
No wonder, that being conflantly under fuch 
baneful influence, my wife — a weak, unrefleAing 
girl — fhould behave with impropriety towards 
her hufband. I told her, as we returned home, 
that I was no longer difpofed to put up with 
fimilar infults to thofe I had received formerly, 
and that I infifled upon better behaviour for the 
future ; otherwife, fhe might depend upon it, 
I would take more fevere niethods with her. 
This feemed (partly, at leafl) to have its efFeft, 
as fhe behaved afterwards, though not very re- 
fpe6lfully, yet in a lefs oiFenfive manner towards 
me to the day of her death. 

I have noticed before that my wife lay a long 
time ill when fhe bore her fourth child, and I 
think it may not be amifs to give a more parti- 
cular account of that circumflance in this place* 
I fhall be excufed for the plainnefs of my narra- 
tion, as, firfl, the fa£l itfelf was made as notorious 
as. it could be to all the neighbourhood by her 
own conduct; and fecondly, I write this only 
for the perufal of my family, to whom it may 
prove a fuitable admonition ; and thirdly, I 
have forgiven my wife for her mifcondu£l to- 
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wards me, and, though I know nothing of her 
prefent lituation, yet, as {he is in the hands of a 
God of infinite goodnefs, wifdom, and power, I 
am fatisiied that all will be done for her that is 
neceffary, when it is neceflary and as it is necef- 
fary, to reftore her again to holinefs and happi- 
neis, to the full perfeflion of her nature j in 
which Hate, through divine goodnefs, I doubt 
not, one day, of meeting with her again. I 
proceed. By the imprudent ufe of fpirits flic 
had much injured her health and conflitution, 
as well as the health and conftitution of the 
child (he was pregnant with, and it was with 
difficulty it was reared afterwards. The child 
was to bring up by the fpoon, and fhe herfcif, 
after the birth, lay confined to her bed for the 
moit part for three months, caufed, I am fatisfied, 
principally, if not iblely, by a continuance of the 
fame baneful practice. I obferved this with 
extreme forrow and regret, but knew not how I 
could peaceably prevent it. If I had complained 
or withheld it from her, her parents would have 
abufed me beyond meafure, as being unwilling 
to allow her what (he ftood in need oi. I hoped 
her filler or mother, who frequently attended 
her, would have noticed the circumftance, and 
have had good fenfe and refpeift enough for her, 
to have interpofed ; but I expefled this in vain. 
Mr. James Scott, the minifter of the Calvin- 
iftic Chapel at Heckmondwike, of which hei 
parents were members, paid her a vifit, to pra 
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with her and adminifter ghoftly comfort and 
confolation. I knew her to be very unfteady 
in her head at the time, yet fhe quoted the 
common-place fcriptures fhe had been wont to 
read, talked to the parfon in the cant ftrain of 
the party, and profeflTed great fpiritual comfort 
and confolation. Difgufting circumftances thefe 
to a fober, obfervant byftander. The minifter 
was impofed upon, and departed without ever 
difcovering (that ever I could perceive) anything 
at all of her real fituation. The doAor, how- 
ever, took notice of this, and afked me how 
much rum we ufed in a week ? I told him we 
had ufed more than a gallon for many weeks 
together. He held up his hands, and declared 
we fhould kill her. I told him I was aware of 
it, and informed him of my critical fituation. 
He pitied me very much, but declared that if we 
continued the pra(^ce we fhould infallibly and 
fpeedily deflroy her. In a day or two after this, 

old Dame G d, a difcreet, difcerning old 

woman, a diflant relation of the family, paid her 
a vifit. She had fagacity enough to difcern her 
real fituation, and after afking fome queflions of 
me as to what we gave her to drink, &c., feemed 
to be fully aware of the danger of it. She faid 
nothing to me of her intention when fhe left us, 
but I was pretty certain from what fhe faid, and 
what followed, that fhe immediately acquainted 
her mother with the circumflance, and the im-^ 
propriety and danger of the pradice ; for the 
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next forenoon ihe came up in a great chafe, and 
almod out of breath, and the firft word flie faid 
after (he came into the houfe was, " Take away 
that bottle, (he fliall not have another drop ! " 
I thought, that is well, then my wife will get 
upon her legs again. The bottle was taken 
away, flie had no more rum, and (he immediately 
recovered. It had been well if fhe had never 
tailed it more ; it might have been fome addition 
to her days ; but alas ! the propenfity was too 
deeply rooted, and flie could not or would not 
deny herfelf of the baneful practice, as oppor- 
tunity offered, till at length it deftroyed her 
health and life together. 

In the autumn of the year 1773, I took an 
excurfion into the country, in company with 
Mr. Jofeph Jackfon, a currier of Hightown,* to 
folicit the afliftance of the Methodifts in different 
parts in defraying the expenfe of erefling the 
new Methodift Meeting-houfe at Height. We 
proceeded through Halifajs, Rochdale, Mafl^ 
chefter, Bolton, and the intermediate tow];is,,lfl 



■ Hightown, in the townfhip of Liverfedge, lies betweta 
Cleckheaton and Hartfliead, and is, as its name imports, 
fituated on elevated ground. The Wefleyan Methodift 
Meeting-houfe referred to as about to be built at " Height," 
probably refers to the " theybd chapel " at Hightown, 
which was ereflcd on a piece of high land. This place of 
worfhip was pulled down a few years ago, and a more 
commodious one was erefled on, or near, the fame fpoi. 
Hightown was formerly noted for its blanket and c ' 
roanulaccones. 
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Liverpool ; we then croffed the river Merfey to 
Eafton Ferry ; we pafTed thence to Chefter, into 
the edge of Wales, and places adjacent. We 
then croffed the country to Shrewftury, the 
capital of Shropfhire. Here we paffed the night 
at one of the principal inns in the town, and in 
the evening the mafter of the inn informed us of 
the fituation of a young man in the town prifou 
under condemnation to death for a highway 
robbery, and who was to fuffer the next day. 
I expreffed a defire to fee him, and the landlord 
told us that he had been fo uncommonly rude 
and favage in his behaviour during his confine*- 
ment, as to intimidate moft people from vifiting 
him \ but that if we durft venture, he would 
accompany us to the prifon to fee him in the 
morning. We agreed to his propofal, and the 
next morning, in company with our hoft, paid a 
vifit to the prifoner. We found him in a cham- 
ber of the prifon, fitting befide the fire, heavily 
ironed ; another prifoner fat on the other fide of 
the fire, with heavy irons upon him likewife, 
and the keeper of the prifon's daughter (as I 
took her to be), decently dreffed in black, fat 
fewing in a window not far from the prifoner we 
came to vifit. I afked him if he was the perfon 
who was to fuffer to-day ? He looked earneflly 
at me and replied, yes. I noticed the awfulnefs 
of his cafe, and expreffed my pity for his unhappy 
fituation. He was looking very earneftly in the 
meantime at Mr. Jackfon, who flood at my right 
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hand (I was betwixt them), and faid, *' I t 
ihat perfon at firil for my profecutor, and t 
juft looking for the poker to dafh out his brains!** 
This declaration alarmed my partner not a little, 
who flirunk back with fear, and was fo flruck 
with the cir cum (lance, that he did not choofe 
afterwards to vifit him a fecond time. I afked 
if he thought himfelf wrongfully profecutcd ? he 
faid he was fure of it. I faid, be that as it might, 
it was wrong to bear malice even to an enemy, 
and peculiarly dangerous to a perfon in his awful 
fituation. He faid, "I know it," and earneftly 
added, " but what can a man do ? " I told him 
it was true, that of aurfelves we could do nothing, 
but that through Chrift ftrengthening us, we 
could do all things ; and earneftly advifed him 
to pay a clofe and ferious attention to the con- 
cerns of a future world the little time he had to 
remain in this, and urged fome fcripture promifes 
for his encouragement. He told me he knew 
the fcriptures as well as me, and quoted (I think) 
that palTage in the prophet Jeremiah x. 23, 
" The way of man is not in himfelf, it is not in 
man that walketh to dlreift his fteps." He faid 
that he had been in battle, and that he had been 
ihot through his hat, his coat, &c. and yet had 



r received any harm -, tha 



he believed every- 



thing v/a.^ fated to come to pafs as it did come to 
pafs i that every man was fated to die when he 
did die, and that therefore he might as well die 
like a man, as like a fool. I told him that his 
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reafonings and conclufions were equally blk ; 
that I was forry he had got involved in that 
common error, and advifed him not by any 
means to rely upon his opinion for (afety, or 
expedl to get rid of his own evil condudl and its 
confequences, by vainly attempting to father it 
w^nfate or the Divine decree. I aflured him if 
he did he would find himfelf dreadfully miftaken. 
I told him we were ftrangers to each other, that 
I had no intereft in his concerns but what arofe 
from the common love I bore to my fpecies, that 
mifery always attradled my pity, and the greater 
the mifery and the danger attending it, the greater 
my concern for the fufFerer ; that I fhould feel 
myfelf peculiarly happy to fee him manifeft a 
proper fenfe of his prefent condition, and genuine 
penitence for his fm and folly, that he might be 
able to entertain a well-grounded hope of better- 
ing his condition in that future world to which 
he was haftening, and begged him to cry earneftly 
for mercy. He heard me with attention, feemed 
much affeded with what I faid — his heart ap- 
peared to be full, and the tears flood in his eyes. 
I told him if he was truly penitent I was fure 
God would accept him through a Mediator, and 
encouraged him to hope for mercy. The time 
of his execution drew nigh, and we were obliged 
to leave him ; I gave him my hand and bid him 
farewell. He held my hand hard for fome time, 
and feemed to part with it with relu£lance. As 
foon as lie could — for, as, I x)bferved before, his 
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hem wi.% full — be very kiniDf' and rcry refpe 
fully bid me farewell, and we depaned. 

Wc were invited to dine at a boufe in the 
town where they received the Methodift preach- 
eri. We repaired thither, and a gentlewoman 
of the town named Lady Glynn, a lady of 
fortune, and a favourer of the Methodilts, fent 
us a number of difhes to dinner j but before we 
had quite dined the fent up her maid in hafte, to 
inform u^ that what I had faid to the prifoner 
had art'edted him to fuch a degree, that after wc 
left him he burft into a flood of tears and begged 
them to fend for a minifter to pray with him, 
which (he looked upon as fo extraordinary a 
circumllance after his former defperate and 
hardened behaviour, that Die wiflied I would go 
immediately to the prifon, and, if I could gain 
admittance, to repeat my endeavours to engage 
his fcrious attention to his future welfare. To 
oblige her ladylhip, we left our dinner immedi- 
ately and waliccd to the prifon, but were too late 
to fpeak with the prifoner, as they were juft 
bringing him out to execution. We attended 
him to the gallows^nearly a mile out of the 
town, amongft a prodigious concourfe of people. 
A young man fat by him in the cart with a book 
in his hand, who read and fpoke to him by turns, 
but wc could not hear what he faid. By his 
demeanour in the cart, he feemed to be either 
drunk or f '" ^ with the apprehenfion of his 
near ate. His behaviour at the 
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gaUows while the minifter was praying with him, 
appeared to me in the fame light, and in his 
addrefs to the people, I was forry to hear him 
declare his belief in the fame erroneous fenti- 
ment of fate he had done to us before, a fenti- 
ment in which he feemed to take refuge to the 
laft moment of his life. The cart was then 
drawn from under him, and he was launched 
into the unfeen world. 

This young man was only twenty-four years 
of age, was fprung from a reputable family, 
who had given him a liberal education ; he 
turned out wild, enlifted into the horfe-guards, 
deferted from them, taking his horfe along with 
him, and committed the highway-robbery near 
Shrewfbury for which he fufFered. 

I wifh here to take notice of the dangerous 
tendency of this erroneous doftrine of Fate or 
Predejiination ; of which, the praftical ufe which 
this unhappy young fellow made of it, is an un- 
deniable inftance. The favourers of this opinion 
may perhaps fay, that people may abufe any 
opinion. It is true, moft opinions, however 
true or innocent, may be abufed by inattentive 
and difengenuous minds ; but this is no abufe of 
this opinion, for, if it be true, the inference 
drawn from it by the highwayman is a fair, 
natural, and neceffary confequence of the prin- 
ciple. 

In the morning (Sunday) we proceeded from 
hence to Madeley, to vifit the Rev. Mr. Flet- 

I 
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cher.* In paffing through Coal-brook-dale we 
paiTed over the broken ground caufed by the earth- 
quake which happened the preceding May,t and 
faw the new track which the river had wrought 
itfelf through an adjacent meadow, after being 
forced by the moving earth out of its ancient 
courfe. We attended the forenoon and after- 
noon fervice at Madeley Church, and were much 
edified with the company of this truly learned 
and pious man, who was at this time writing his 
"Equal Cheeky" the manufcript of which he 



* The life of this remarkable man has employed the 
pens of more than one writer, the beft being that by the 
Kev. J. Benfon. John William Fletcher, whofe real name 
was Jean Guillaume de la Flechere, was a Swifs by birth 
and family, who fettled in England, and became a clergy- 
man of the En^li(h Church. His ftron? feelings agamft 
the doctrines of Calvinifm had prevented his entering the 
church in his native land. He was prefented to the vicar- 
age of Madeley, in Shropftiire, in the year 1760 ; fo that 
at the date mentioned in the text, tie had held the living 
thirteen years. He died at Madeley in 1 785, and was buried 
in the churchyard of that parifh, where his tomb is yet 
fhown. Madeley is fifteen miles to the eaft of Shrewlbury. 

t This refers to an extraordinary movement and break- 
ing up of the ground which occurred on the 27th of 
May, 1773, at a place called the Birches, about half-way 
between Buildwas and Iron-bridge, which lay on the way 
our travellers would take to proceed from Shrewfbury to 
Madeley. Buildwas is about eleven miles from Shrewfbury, 
on the river Severn. An account of the circumftances of 
this extraordinary occurrence is given in the " Gentleman's 
Magazine*' for 1773, p. 281. A more detailed account 
was published by Mr. Fletcher— who vifited the fpot imme- 
diately after it occurred — in a pamphlet entitled, "A 
Dreadful Phenomenon Defcribed and Improved," printed 
at Shrewfbury. Fletcher had preached a fermon on the 
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Qiowed me.* We paiTed the night with him, 
and in the morning we proceeded on our journey 
•through ShifFnall, Congleton, Newcaftle-under- 
line, Boflam, and other places, to Macclesfield 
in Chefhire. We paiTed from hence over the 
mountains, through Buxton, Tidfwell, &c. to 
Sheffield. We paffed the night at the Methodift 
preacher's, and after fupper, Mr. Jackfon being 
▼erjr weary and fleepy, was in hafte to get to bed. 
-While he was undreffing — having heard much 
of the bugs at Sheffield — I took a candle and 
examined the bed-ftocks, in a knot-hole of which 
I difcovered a whole fwarm of bugs. My partner 
was furprifed, and afked me if they were bugs ? 
I told him, yes. He was prefently dreflTed again, 
and declared he would not fleep there for five 
guineas, " Come, Tommy," fays he, ** we have 
often fpared a night's fleep with our fweethearts 3 
let us fit by the fire till morning rather than 
hazard the taking any of thefe vermin home 
with us." The people of the houfe would fain 
have perfuaded us to go to bed, telling us they 



occaiion, Tvhich was printed in this pamphlet. It was 
kx>ked upon at the time as the efFe6l of an earthquake, 
and it is llated in the " Gentleman's Magazine," that the 
convulflon of the earth was felt at Wenlock, and at Bridge- 
north, a ftill greater diftance. 

♦ This was Fletcher's well-known work entitled, ** An 
Equal Check to Pharifaifm and Antinomianifm." The firft 
part was published late in the fpring following this viflt 
defcribed in the text. The preface to this firft part is 
dated " Madeley, May 21, 1774." 
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did not bite all perfons, but no arguments could 
prevail on Mr. Jackfon to venture himfelf 
amongft fuch company. We accordingly fat or lay 
upon the chairs, by the iirCi all night, and in the 
morning proceeded through Barnfley and Wake- 
field home again, where we arrived that after- 
noon, after having been about a fortnight abfent 
I underftood from my neighbours that my 
wife had been very imprudent in the indulgence 
of her peculiar weaknefs in my abfence ; a cir- 
cumftance which {bowed me the inexpediency 
of leaving home, and made me much regret my 
journey. As my family now increafed apace, 
and my income began to pinch us, I propofed to 
my wife to folicit for her fortune j not to trade 
with, for fear it fhould be lefTened or fpent, but 
to put out on intereft to increafe our annual 
income ; at the fame time I propofed to fecure 
it to her and her children by a jointure on my 
own eftate equal to the fum advanced. Had this 
plan been adopted, I might have been enabled, 
with good economy, to maintain my family com- 
fortably at leaft, if not genteelly, without break- 
ing any farther into my little patrimony. My 
wife, I fuppofe, never mentioned the matter, for 
what reafon I know not. The confequence was, 
I was obliged finally to fell my land — a moft un- 
fortunate circumftance both for me and my 
family, as if I had had it to difpofe of at prefent, 
from a concurrence of circumftances fince that 
period, I fuppofe it might have fetched above 
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2000/. : this I owe to the carefulnefs, prudence, 
forefight, wifdotn, and piety refident at Brook- 
houfes. I wi{h here to remark, that as I did 
not make myfelf, my want of talents or propenfity 
for trade, &c. is no moral defe£i: ; it is therefore 
no crhne^ brings no guilt upon my mind ; nor 
can any perfon jufily blame or defpife me on that 
account. I notice here alfo that I never engaged 
in trade but I had a fecret mifgiving upon my 
mind that it would not do well. Had I defpifed 
the cenfures of the world, and paid more atten- 
tion to this filent monitor, it might have been 
fome hundreds better for me at prefent than it is. 
But fb far for this. 

. I proceed to take notice, that during my refi- 
dence at Lower Blacup my wife bore me the 
following children in the following order : — 

Elizabeth Wright, my firft child and firfl: 
daughter, was born at Lower Blacup, near High- 
town, on the north fide of the hill facing the 
turnpike-road leading from Cleckheaton to Hartf- 
head Moor, in the townfhip of Liverfedge, in 
the pariih of Birftall, within fix miles of Halifax, 
in the county of York, on Saturday, the 30th 
day of January, 1768, at half-an-hour after two 
o'clock in the afternoon, one year, ten weeks, 
and two days after our marriage. She was bap- 
tized by the Rev. Mr. James Scott, minifter of 
the Independent Congregation at the Old Chapel 
in Heckmondwike, on Tuefday, the 22nd day 
of March, 1768. 
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Mary Wright, my fecond child and fecond 
daughter, was born at Lower Blacup likewife, 
on Wednefday, the 22nd day of November, 
1769, about feven o'clock in the evening, one 
year, ten months, two weeks, and two days after 
the birth of her fifter Elizabeth. She was bap- 
tized by the Rev. Mr. James Scott of Heck- 
mondwike likewife, on Monday, the 5th day of 
February, 1770. Mary Wright, my fecond 
daughter and fecond child, died at Lower Blacup 
on Friday, the 25th day of May, 1770, between 
eleven and twelve o'clock in the forenoon, and 
was buried in the Old Red Chapel at Cleck- 
heaton, at the bottom of the alley, at the foot of 
her great uncle Thomas Birkhead's graveftone, 
which now lies in the New Chapel yard, near 
the low wall, and is broken acrofs the middle, 
but has this year (1796) been taken up to re- 
ceive the corpfe of her grandmother Birkhead. 
Between the foot of this ftone and the low wall, 
Mary, my fecond child, and James, as I call 
him for diftin&ion fake (though never-baptized), 
my ftill-born male child, lie fide by fide. She 
was interred on Monday, the 28th day of May, 
1770, aged twenty-fix weeks, one day and a half. 
She was a remarkably beautiful and good-tempered 
child, and apparently likelier for life than any 
child we had ; but by fome means or other (we 
never knew how) contrafted a cough, which 
grew more and more violent, till it wafted her 
away, and defpatched her infant foul to Paradife. 
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Thomas Wright,* my third child and firft 
.ion, was born at Lower Blacup alfo, on Friday, 
the 8th day of March, 1771, eleven minutes 
before five o'clock in the afternoon, one year, 
three months, three weeks, and one day after 
Ae birth of his fitter Mary. He was baptized 
by the Rev. Mr. James Dawfon, minifter of the 
Independent Congregation, at the Old Red 
Chapel in Cleckheaton. 

Sarah Wright, my fourth child and third 
^Uiughter, was born at Lower Blacup likewife, 
on Wednefday, the 5th day of March, 1773, a 
few minutes after feven o'clock in the evening, 
one year, twelve months, three weeks, and three 
days after the birth of her brother Thomas. 
She was baptized by the Rev. Mr. James Daw- 
fon of Cleckheaton likewife. Sally was a very 
weakly child when born ; {he had been much 
injured in her conttitution by her mother's im- 
prudence, and it appeared very doubtful whether 
we could raife her or not. I had defigned to 
name her Lydia, after her mother (whom fhe 
very much refembles both in perfon and difpo- 
fition), but as her mother and her friends thought 
it probable fhe would die, they difapproved of 
my defign, and I therefore gave her the name of 
Sarah. Her mother lay badly long after her 

* The father of the editor of the prefent volume. It may 
be remarked that this pra6lice of marking the exa6l moment 
of births with fo much care, arofe out of the old belief in 
aftrological influences. 
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birth ; we had her therefore to bring up by the 

fpoon, which proved a very troubiefome bufinefs. 

However, (he furvived to attain maturity, and is at 

prefent (June 1 796) married and has two children. 

James Wright, my fifth child and fecond 
(on, was born at Lower Blacup likewife, on 

Monday, the 7th day of February, 1774 (the 

birthday of his father fince the alteration of 

the ftyle), twelve four-week months and two 

days after the birth of his fifter Sarah. I had 

defigned if the child furvived and proved a (on, 

to have called his name John, but being born 

dead, for diftin&ion fake I named him James. 

This child, who never faw the light of the fun, 

fell a vidlim to his mother's imprudence in the 

womb, and was buried at the bottom of the alley 

in the Old Red Chapel at Cleckheaton. 

" Happy the infant dead ; but happieft he 
Who ne'er muft fail on life's tempeftuous fea ; 
Who, with bleft freedom, from the general doom 
Exempt, muft never force the teeming womb. 
Nor fee the fun, nor fink into the tomb ! " 

John Wright, my fixth child and third fon, 
was born at Lower Blacup likewife, on Thurfday, 
the 2nd day of February, 1775, at eight minutes 
after nine o'clock in the evening, twelve months, 
three weeks, and two days after the birth of his 
brother James. He was baptized by the Rev. 
Mr. James Dawfon, of Cleckheaton, on Monday 
the 27th day of February, 1775. 

William Wright, my feventh child and 
fourth fon, was born at Brook-houfes, in the 
townfhip of Gomerfall, in the parifh of Birftall, 
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aforeiaid, twelve weeks and two days before his 
mother's death, (he haying been gradually de- 
clining of a confumption during moft of the time 
of her pregnancy with him, on Monday, the 
28th day of July, 1777, half-an-hour after eight 
o^clock in the evening, two years, fix months, 
one week, and one day after the birth of his 
brother John. He was baptized by the Rev. Mr. 
James Scott, of Heckmondwike, on Monday, 
Auguft the i8th, 1777. William Wright, my 
feventh child and fourth fon, died at Brook- 
houfes, of the fmall-pox, on Sunday the lOth 
day of March, 1782, about feven o'clock in the 
morning, and was buried on Tuefday, the 12th 
day of March, in the New Chapel yard, at 
Cleckheaton, clofe by the north fide of his 
mother's tomb, and rather under the edge of it, 
aged four years and feven months. This child 
alfo fufFered feverely in his conftitution from the 
fame unhappy caufe before mentioned. I put 
him out to nurfe, where he continued till he was 
almoft gone ; his grandmother then propofed to 
take him to herfelf, to which I agreed, and with 
much care and attention (he recovered him, and 
he was become a fine lovely boy, remarkably 
good-natured and intelligent, and that engaged 
the old people's afFedion very much, efpecially 
his grandfather's, who forrowed exceedingly for 
his death. He was a very weakly child when 
born, and long after being raifed with great diffi- 
culty, his mother having left him a ftrong taint 
of the confumptive diforder of which (he died. 
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and which he never got clear of, always breathing 
fhort whenever he was the leaft hurried, which 
plainly indicated a defe£l in the lungs. This was 
a very unfavourable circumftance for him under 
the diforder with which he was affi£i:ed, and was 
probably the greateft natural impediment to his 
ftruggling through it with life, as his eldeft fifter 
did, who was afflidled with the fame malignant 
kind of pox. However, he was grown a beautiful 
lovely child, was frelh and fair-looking, and very 
forward and intelligent for his years as to his 
mental abilities, and of a moft fweet and engaging 
difpofition and temper, which had greatly en- 
deared him to me and to his grandparents, with 
whom he had lived iince he came from the nurfe 
when part of a year old. They had been very 
tender over him, and taken great care and pains 
to rear him, but death fnatched him from all our 
hopes, and tranfported his infant foul to his 
brother and fifter in Paradife. I note, they had 
a carelefs girl for a maid, who fliould have 
watched with him that night, while the old 
people were at reft ; but fell afleep, and in the 
morning found the child fallen from a high bed- 
fide, cold and dead, or nearly fo ; a deplorable 
circumftance and matter of pungent grief to 
furviving relatives. 

EPITAPH. 

I. 

Infant, 

To the dark and filent tomb 
Soon I hafted from the womb ; 
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Scarce the dawn of life began 
E'er I meafur'd out my fpan. 

II. 
I no fmiling pleaflires knew, 

I no gay delights could view 5 
Joylefs fojouraer was I, 

Only bora to weep and die. 

III. 
Afipwer. 
Happy infant ! early bleft ! 

Reft, in peaceful flumber, reft ; 
Early refcu'd from the cares 

Which increafe with growing years. 

IV. 

No delights are worth thy ftay. 

Smiling as they feem and gay ; 
All our gaiety is vain, 

All our laughter is but pain. 

Vi 

Infant. 

Are then all your pleafures vain ? 

Is there none exempt from pain ? 
Is there no delight or joy 

But your fondeft hopes will cloy ? 

VI. 

Anfiver, 

Short and flckly are they all, 

Hardly tafted e'er they pall ; 
Lafting only and divine 

Is an innocence like thine. 

VII. 

Infant, 
Sickly pleafures all adieu ! 

Pleafures which I never knew, 
I'll enjoy my early reft, 

Of my innocence pofteffed : 
Happy, happy, from the womb 

That I nafted to the tomb. 
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I take notice here of the following circum- 
ftances, which may ferve to difplay the nature of 
their fpirit and condudl towards me at Brook- 
houfes. The night before my child died, I went 
over to fee him, and found him forely affidled 
indeed. While I was forrowing over him, he 
put me from him, and faid (if I underftood him 
right, for he could hardly fpeak plain), ** I do 
not like you." This cut me to the heart. I 
knew from whence it came : my child was 
guiltlefs, not being arrived at an age to diftin- 
gui{h between good and evil ; but thofe people 
who, by abufe and mifreprefentation, had infufed 
the averilon into my infant's mind againft his 
own father, furely were highly culpat)le. Was 
this the fpirit and condud of Chriftians, to lead 
my child — if he had lived — into the hazard of 
bringing himfelf under the weight of that fentence, 
(Deut. xxvii. i6,) " Curfed be he that fetteth light 
by his father." It will be obferved that in order 
to bring the account of this child altogether to 
his death, I have anticipated the time; his 
mother being at this time dead, I having been 
a widower above four years, and was at this 
time married to my prefent wife. I note next, 
that when my fon died, they never fent me any 
notice of his death any more than if I had been 
nothing related to him, nor did I hear anything 
of it till fome neighbours brought me word 
towards noon. Was this the behaviour of Chrif- 
tians ? or would it not have done difcredit to the 
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nanners and feelings of a heathen ? I note next^ 
Jiat when my child was buried they refufed to 
idmit my wife to the funeral. She was not fond 
jf going, but the contrary, on their account ; 
but I was grieved to fee them exert their malice, 
ill-nature, and ill-manners on fuch a forrowful 
uid improper occafion, rendered more afFe£i:ing 
by the lofs of a favourite child. One would 
have imagined that the folemnity and diftrefs of 
fuch a circumftance might have foftened their 
malice and ill-nature for the moment, and in- 
duced them to behave, if not with kindnefs, 
with common decency at leaft ; but this, it feems, 
was not to be expe£led from fuch characters. 
We met accidentally at O. Brooke's, to buy 
funeral attire, where many warm words paiTed 
between us, and I threatened to take the child 
home and bury him myfelf. On this occafion, 
Willy Birkhead, my late wife's brother, behaved 
very commendably, and it is with pleafure that I 
record his affability and good nature. He ap- 
peared to be much diftreffed with the behaviour 
of his parents, apologifed to me for their conduft, 
faid they were old and tefty, and begged I would 
excufe them, and contain my pailion, fo as not to 
utter any har{h expreilion. For his fake I bridled 
a good deal. He went to his parents, wept 
bitterly, and perfuaded them to agree for my 
wife to come to the funeral. He returned with 
his mother, and they told me if I pleafed I might 
bring my wife with me. I told my brother thai 
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I was obliged to him for hh good will and the 
propriety of hh behaviour; but that my wife 
Ihould not come amongfl them, that neither 
would I nor the children, but that we would 
meet my child's corpfe by the way and accom- 
pany it to the grave. At this declaration he biirft 
into a violent flood of tears, and earneftly begged 
that I would go, and take the children with me, 
at leall ; he faid, elfe it would look fo badly. I 
told him I was fenfible of that, but could not 
help it } it was their fault and not mine. Here 
his mother joined her entreaties, and defired me 
to go. I told her I did not choofe to go where 
I knew I was not welcome : fhe faid I was wel- 
come. I looked her in the face, and atked her 
if flie could fay from her heart, and without 
hypocrify, that I was welcome? She faid fhe 
could (how truly, God knows !), Upon this I 
promifed to go, and accordingly next day I and 
the children went over and accompanied my 
dear, and lately beautiful, lovely, and intelligent 
boy to the grave. There may he reft in peace- 
ful Aumber till the archangel's trumpet awake 
him into a renewed, immortal, more happy and 
more perfefl ftate of exiftence. 

I return to the thread of my ftory. In the 
clofe of the year 1776, and the beginning of 
1777, I was attacked with a fevere fit of the 
rheumatifm, which confined me to my bed for 
feveral weeks. I recovered about February, 
when my wife began to fee! ftrong fymptoms of 
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a defe£l in the lungs, and an approaching decline. 
She was fre{h and corpulent, and looked very 
well when fhe began, but the difeafe altered her 
very faft. As our houfe ftood on the north fide 
of a fteep hill, the dodlor advifed her to reiide 
fome time at her father's houfe, for the benefit 
of a better air, as the weather was cold, and it 
enjoyed a warmer and more foutherly expofure. 
With my confent, therefore, fhe went over to 
her father's houfe, where fhe refided afterwards 
for the mofl part till her death. We were at 
this time without a maid ; I was left alone with 
the children. I hired a neighbour woman to do 
our occafional work, but as I was obliged to be 
often from home, and the children were little 
ones, I fufFered much by her difhonefly. I paid 
my wife all the attention, and procured her all 
the afHflance, in my power, but found myfelf in 
an unpleafing fituation from the unkind and dif- 
refpeftful behaviour of her parents. I therefore 
infifled on her returning home, and I would 
procure her all needful attendance and afliflance. 
She wifhed to flay, obferving that fhe could not 
be fo well pleafed with anybody to wait upon her 
as her fifler, and fhe could not make it convenient 
to attend her at our houfe. This was her de^ 
clared motive for defiring to flay, but I very well 
knew fhe had another and a flronger motive for 
wifhing to remain at Brook-houfes. I threatened 
to take her home by force as I could not vifit 
her there with fatisfadion, but as fhe begged 
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with tears and a good deal of refpedful fubmiffion 
when fhe faw me angry, that I would indulge 
her at leaft for a while, I confented, and fhe 
rode over home once or twice to fee us. I was 
there every day, fometimes twice a day; but, 
from the influence of her parents, as I had reafon 
to believe, fhe did not always behave very refpefl:- 
fuUy. The day before her death — if I remember 
right — finding her very weak and not likely to 
live long, after returning home and looking after 
my family affairs, I went over again about eight 
o'clock in the evening, and took all the children 
with me, to take, as I thought, and as it proved, 
their lafl leave of each other. When I got there, 
I found Sufy Clough, the neighbouring miller's 
wife, come in to fee her, and flanding by the 
bedfide. I told my wife, that finding her (q 
weak, I had brought the children to fee her; 
She replied very angrily, that fhe wondered I 
fhould hurry them over thither, that I was 
always there, and that it would feem me much 
better to flay at home and mind my bufinefs. 
I told her that, judging her near her end, I 
thought fhe would be pleafed to fee the children, 
as it might probably be the lafl time they might 
fee each other in this world ; that I was forry 
to find her fo unkind and ill-tempered at fuch a 
time and in fuch a fituation, and wifhed her in a 
better flate of mind. Sufy Clough held up both 
her hands in amazement, and I have heard her 
mention it with aflonifhment feveral times fince. 
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We bade her a laft farewell, and as I pafTed 
through the houfe I told her mother I could like 
to be with her when {he died : that I would 
have watched with her all night, but I had 
nobody to attend the children ; but if any change 
was likely to take place before morning, I would 
take it kindly if they would let James Walker, 
at the neighbouring cottage, know, and they 
would fend fome of the family to inform me, 
and I would pleafe them for their trouble. She 
gave me no anfwer, nor ever fent me any word. 
When they waked next morning, about fix 
o'clock, they found my wife dead. They laid 
her out, but never fent any notice of the event 
either to me or the children any more than if we 
had been nothing related to her. Was not this 
ftrange behaviour in people making large preten- 
fions to Chriftianity ? and as it evidently arofe 
from a proud, contemptuous, refentful, and 
malicious fpirit, and was exerted at fuch an 
improper time, and on fuch a folemn and diftrefT- 
ing occafion, how did it accord with the humble, 
loving fpirit which Chriftians ought to manifeft 
on all occafions ? 

Lydia Wright, my firft wife, died at Brook- 
houfes on Wednefday, the 22nd day of 06iober, 
1777, about fix o'clock in the morning, aged 
thirty years, nine weeks, and four days. She 
was nineteen years, thirteen weeks, and five 
days old when fhe was married, and the time 
between her marriage and death was four weeks 

K 
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fhort of eleven years. She was buried within 
the Old Red Chapel at Cleckheaton, clofe by 
the wall, under the lower back window; but 
fince it was pulled down and the ground thrown 
to the New Chapel-yard, I have placed a tomb 
over her grave, with the following infcription :— 
** Beneath this ftone lies interred the body of 
Lydia, wife of Thomas Wright, late of Lower 
Blacup, near this place, who died October 22nd, 
1777, aged thirty years. Alfo, three of their 
children lie adjacent, namely, Mary, who died 
May 25th, 1770, aged fix months; William, 
who died March loth, 1782, aged four years 
and feven months ; and a male child, ftill-born." 
There is alfo erefted within the New Chapel a 
fmall, neat, marble monument to the memory of 
my wife's younger fitter Betty, upon which, after 
her fitter's epitaph, one is infer ibed for her as 
follows : — " Likewife, Mrs. Lydia Wright, fitter 
to the above, who died in the full triumph of 
faith, October 22nd, 1777, aged thirty years. 
* Behold, God is my falvation ; I will truft and 
not be afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is my ttrength 
and my fong ; he alfo is become my falvation.* 
Alfo two of her children." Ifaiah xii. 2, the 
verfe from which Mr. Scott preached her funeral 
fermon at Heckmondwike Old Chapel. 

In the autumn of the year 1780, I happened 
upon occafion to be one afternoon at Crofs-hall, 
near Brunt-clifFe,* the houfe of a Mifs Bofan- 

* The village of Bruntcliffe, in the parish of Batlejr, 
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quet,* a maiden lady of confiderable property. 
She was a very religious and charitable lady, and 
much attached to the Methodifts. She had aiked 
me to drink tea with her, and juft as we rofe 
from the table a Mr. John Hampfon, fenior, a 
Methodift preacher, happened to drop in from 
Wales, and as I had contra£bed a little acquaint- 
ance with her, fhe afked me to ftay fupper, and 
bear the preacher company; which I accordingly 
did, and during fupper he acquainted us with a 
circumftance which had come to his knowledge 



is built on the jun£lion of four roads; thofe leading^ to 
Bradford, Wakefield, Leeds, and BirftalL It is only a 
ihort diftance from Adwalton, or Atherton, and Birken- 
fhaw ; and is feven miles from Bradford. It is fometimes 
called BruntclifF Thorn, and is not far from the Gilderfome 
ftation, on the Bradford and Wakefield branch of the Great 
Northern Railway. Crofs Hall is a little to the eafl of 
BruntclifFe, built by Mifs Bofanquet. 

* Mifs Bofanquet. This was the lady who afterwards 
became Mrs. Fletcher, of Madeley. Her memory feems 
to have lafled traditionally in this part of the country. 
Mr. Holroyd has obtained for me from a very old man 
from Morley, the following account of Mifs Bofanquet of 
Crofs Hall, which I give in the language of the relator, 
who has confounded a Swifs with a Swede. 

** I knew Mifs Bofanquet varry weel when I were a 
lad. IVe heerd mi father tell at fhoo com thro London, 
where fhoo hed a brother at wer a parliament man ; an as 
luck wod hev it, fhoo wer convarted under owd Wefley, 
an then fhoo com doon thro London an belt Crofs Hall, an 
browt a weggan load o young wimmin, all orphans, an 
flioo kept em wol they gate up ta be owd enef ta keep 
therfevs. Shoo led clafs-meetings, and preycht tu, an a 
rare gooid preycher fhoo wor. 1 remember fhoo gate wed 
tul a gentleman o't name o Fletcher, a Swede, an they 
went ta live at Gilderfome, where I think they both deed." 
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a little before he left Wales, and of which he 
gave us the following relation.* 

It had been for ibme time reported in the 
neighbourhood that a poor unmarried woman, 
who was a member of the Methodift Society, 
and had become ferious under their miniftry, 
had feen and converfed with the apparition of a 
gentleman, who had made a ftrange difcovery to 
her. Mr. Hampfon being defirous to afcertain 
if there was any truth in the ftory, fent for the 
woman, and defired her to give him an exad 
relation of the whole aftair from her own mouth, 
and as near the truth as fhe poi&bly could. She 
faid fhe was a poor woman who got her living by 
fpinning hemp and line ; that it was cuftomary 
for the farmers and gentlemen of that neighbour- 
hood to grow a little hemp or line in a corner of 
their fields, for their own home confumption, 
and as flie had a good hand at fpinning the 
materials, flie ufed to go from houfe to houfe to 
enquire for work ; that her method was, where 
they employed her, during her ftay to have meat, 
and drink, and lodging (if flie had occafion to 
fleep with them), for her work, and what they 
pleafed to give her befides. That, among other 
places, flie happened to call in one day at the 
Welfli Earl Powis's country feat, called Red- 

* This curious relation is written at the end of the 
manufcript of the autobiography, but I have reftored it to 
its place in the narrative. Mr. Hampfon was one of the 
diliinguifhed preachers in the early days of Methodifm. 
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caftle,* to inquire for work, as flie ufually had 
done before. The quality were at this time in 
London, and had left the fteward and his wifo, 
with other fervants, as ufual, to take care of 
their country refidence in their abfence. The 
fteward's wife fet her to work, and in the 
evening told her that fhe muft ftay all night 
with them, as they had more work for her to do 
next day. When bedtime arrfved, two or three 
of the fervants in company, with each a lighted 
candle in her hand, condu£^ed her to her lodging. 
They led her to a ground room, with a boarded 
floor and two fafh windows. The room was 
grandly furnifhed and had a genteel bed in one 
corner of it. They had made her a good fire, 
and had placed her a chair and a table before it, 
and a large lighted candle upon the table. They 
told her that was her bedroom, and (he might go 
to fleep when fhe pleafed : they then wifhed her 
a good night, and withdrew altogether, pulling 
the door quickly after them, fo as to hafp the 
fpring-fneck t in the brafs lock that was upon it. 
When they were gone, flie gazed awhile at the 



• Red Caftle. This— in Welfh, Caftel goch— was the 
old name of Powis Caftle, and is laid to have been given 
to it from the red colour of the ftone of which it was built. 
I have not been able to difcover if this very remarkable 

ghoft ftory is ftill remembered there, but I have heard that 
lere is a room in the caftle ftill called the haunted 
chamber. 

•f* Spring-fneck. Sneck, in the dialeft of Yorkftiire, 
means a door-latch. 
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fine furniture, under no fmall ailonifhment that 

they fhould put fuch a poor perfon as her in fo 

grand a room and bed, with all the apparatus of 

fire, chair, table, and candle. She was alfo fur- 

prifed at the circumfbuice of the fervants coming 

fo many together, with each of them a candle \ 

however, after gazing about her fome little time, 

(he fat down and took a fmall Welfh Bible out of 

her pocket, which (he always carried about with 

her, and in which (he ufually read a chapter — 

chiefly in the New Teftament — before (he faid 

her prayers and went to bed. While (he was 

reading (he heard the room door open, and, 

turning her head, faw a gentleman enter in a 

gold-laced hat and waiftcoat, and the reft of his 

drefs correfponding therewith. (I think (he was 

very particular in defcribing the reft of his drefs 

to Mr. Hampfon, and he to me at the time, but 

I have now forgot the other particulars.) He 

walked down by the fa(h-window to the corner 

of the room, and then returned. When he came 

at the fir ft window in his return (the bottom of 

which was nearly breaft-high) he refted his elbow 

on the bottom of the window, and the fide of 

his face upon the palm of his hand, and ftood in 

that leaning pofture for fome time, with his (ide 

partly towards her. She looked at him earneftly 

to fee if (he knew him, but though, from her 

frequent intercourfe with them, (he had a perfonal 

knowledge of all the prefent family, he appeared 

a ftranger to her. She fuppofed afterwards, that 
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he ftood in this manner to encourage her to 
(peak ; but as flie did not, after fome little time 
he walked off, pulling the door after him as the 
fervants had done before. She began now to be 
much alarmed, concluding it to be an apparition, 
and that they had put her there on purpofe. 
This was really the cafe. The room, it feems, 
had been difturbed for a long time fo that nobody 
could fleep peaceably in it, and as flie paffed for 
a very ferious woman, the fervants took it in 
their heads to put the Methodift and fpirit 
together, to fee what they would make of it. 
Startled at this thought, fhe rofe from her chair, 
and kneeled down by the bedlide to fay her 
prayers. While flie was praying he came in 
again, walked rounc^ the room, and came clofe 
behind her. She h^d it on her mind to fpeak, 
but when fhe attempted it flie was fo very much 
agitated, that flie could not utter a word. He 
walked out of the room again, pulling the door 
after him as before. She begged that God would 
ftrengthen her, and not fuffer her to be tried 
beyond what flie was able to bear ; flie recovered 
her fpirits, and thought flie felt more confidence 
and refolution, and determined if he came in 
again fhe would fpeak to him if poilible. He 
prefently came in again, walked round, and came 
behind her as before ; fhe turned her head and 
faid, ** Pray fir, who are you, and what do you 
want ? " He put up his finger, and faid, " Take 
up the candle and follow me, and I will tell you." 
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She got up, took up the candle, and followed 
him out of the room. He led her through a 
long boarded paiTage, till they came to the door 
of another room, which he opened and went in ; 
it was a fmall room, or what might be called a 
large clofet. **As the room was fmall, and I 
believed him to be a fpirit," faid flie, ** I ftopped 
at the door ; he turned and faid, ^ Walk in ; I 
will not hurt you ; ' fo I walked in. He faid, 
*Obferve what I do; ' I faid, *I will.' He 
ftooped, and tore up one of the boards of the 
floor, and there appeared under it a box with an 
iron handle in the lid. He faid, ^ Do you fee 
that box ?• I faid, * Yes, I do.' He then ftepped 
to one fide of the room and fhowed me a crevice 
in the wall, where, he faid, a key was hid that 
would open it. He faid, * This box and key 
muft be taken out, and fent to the earl in Lon- 
don ' * (naming the earl and his place of refidence 
in the city). He faid, * Will you fee it done ? ' 
I faid, * I will do my beft to get it done ; ' he 
faid, * Do, and I will trouble the houfe no more.' 
He then walked out of the room and left me. 
(He feems to have been a very civil fpirit, and 
to have been very careful to affright her as little 
as poffible.) I ftepped to the room-door, and 

* The Earl in London. This was the laft of the earls 
of Powis, of the family of Herbert. He fucceeded his 
father to the title in i749> ^"^ ^^^^ ^^ 1801, after which 
it was conferred upon Lord Clive, who had married the 
earl*s fifter. 
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fet up a fliout. The fteward and his wife, with 
the other fervants, came to me immediately ; all 
clung together, with a number of lights in their 
hands. It feems they had all been waiting to 
fee the iffue of the interview betwixt me and 
the apparition. They alked me what was the 
matter ? I told them the foregoing circumftances, 
and fhowed them the box. The fteward durft 
not meddle with it, but his wife had more courage, 
and, with the help of the other fervants, tugged 
it out, and found the key. She faid by their 
lifting it appeared to be pretty heavy, but that 
ihe did not fee it opened, and therefore did not 
know what it contained; — perhaps money, or 
writings of confequence to the family, or both." 
They took it away with them, and fhe then 
went to bed and flept peaceably till the morning. 
It appeared afterwards that they fent the box 
to the earl, in London, with an account of the 
manner of its difcovery, and by whom ; as the 
earl fent down orders immediately to his fteward 
to inform the poor woman who had been the 
occafion of the difcovery, that if ftie would come 
and refide in his family, flie ftiould be comfortably 
provided for the remainder of her days 5 or, if 
[he did not choofe to refide conftantly with 
them, if ftie would let them know when flie 
granted aififtance, ftie ftiould be liberally fupplied 
tt his lordftiip's expenfe, as long as ftie lived. 
Aind Mr. Hampfon faid it was a known fact in 
ihe neighbourhood, that ftie had been fo fupplied 
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from his lordfliip's fami!)' from the time the afFa] 
was faid to have happened, and continued t 
fo at the time ftie gave Mr. Hampfon this t 
count. She told him that (he was ft 
folicited by curious people to relate the ftoi 
that (he was weary of repeating it, but to obligi 
him had once more related the particulars, and 
wiflied now to have done with it. Mr. Hamp- 
fon faid (he appeared to be a fenfible, intelligent 
perfon, and that he faw no rcafon to doubt her 
veracity. I know many perfons in the prefent 
day laugh at fuch flories, and affeit very much 
to doubt their reality, while others totally deny 
the poflibility of their exi(lence. However, 
fcripture, and many well-attefted relations, feem 
to favour the idea, and the prefejit ilory appeared 
fo fingular and fo well attefted, and I had it fo 
near the fountain-head, that I thought it might 
perhaps be worth preferving, and I have there- 
fore taken the pains to record it. Admitting it 
to be true, it fliould feem that the confequences 
to the family of what the hidden box contained, 
was the forma[ caufe of the fpirit's difquiet, and 
of its difturbing the houfe fo much and fo long, 
in order to bring about a difcovery ; but why a 
departed fpirit fliould concern itfelf in the affairs 
of this world after it has left it, or why they 
fliould difquiet it fo as to caufe it to reappear 
and make diiturbances, in order to difcover and 
have things righted, as in the preceding cafe, i 
why this (hould be done in fome cafes of a 
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rently lefs moment, while in other cafes much 
greater family injuries feem to be fuiFered, and 
no fpirit appears to intereft itfelf in the cafe, are 
circumftances for which we can by no means 
account. The cloud fits deep on futurity, and 
wc are fo little acquainted with the laws of the 
ipiritual world, that we are, perhaps, incapable, 
in our prefent ftate, of comprehending its nature, 
or of giving any fatisfaftory account of thefe 
matters. 

I continued in a ftate of widowhood four 
years and two weeks, during which interval I 
fufFered much from the difhonefty of people I 
had occafionally about me. The firft fervant I 

had after my wife died was B B , a 

daughter of one of my late wife's uncles ; but 
this was a very honeft girl for aught I ever faw 
by her, but during her ftay with me the following 
circumftance happened. 

I had imprudently let the loom-fliop — as I did 
not ufe it — to a collier and his family. It ad- 
joined upon the houfe, opened on the fame front, 
and was very near my own door, fo that it was 
very opportune for a perfon flipping out of one 
houfe into the other. The collier's wife was a 
woman of an exceeding bad characS^er. I that 
year ferved the public office of colleftor of the 
land-tax and window money. I had coUecS^ed, I 
think, about eighty pounds, which I had put in 
a fmall drawer in my defk, which ftood in the 
houfe, within about three yards of the houfe- 
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door. By Ibme means or other I had fpoiled the 
lock of my delk-lid, that I could not lock it, 
and thought I would remove the money into a 
box in the chamber where I could lock it up in 
(afety ; but believing my maid honeft, and never 
fufpe£ling any other perfon would have the im- 
pudence to come into the houfe and go in to my 
delk in the day-dme, I had negleded this for 
feveral days. At laft I went to remove it, and 
found a great part of it gone ; I think near thirty 
pounds. I had that fum to borrow of a neigh- 
bour to make it up. The maid protefted her 
innocence, and I was fatisfied of it ; (he laid the 
collier's wife had obferved that I placed great 
confidence in her (the maid) to leave fo much 
money in the houfe with her, unlocked. This 
fliowed fhe had noticed the circumftance, and 
the maid faid, flie believed (he had watched her 
out of the houfe when flie went to the brook to 
fetch water, and left the houfe door unlocked, 
and had gone in and ftole the money out of the 
defk in her abfence ; which I doubted not was 
the cafe. As they were bad neighbours, I had 
been endeavouring for fome time to get rid of 
them, but could not ; but as I had made a noife 
about this aiFair, and threatened, if I could find 
out the thief, to profecute feverely, the next 
morning I found they had removed their goods 
in the night, and were gone ! She afterwards 
bought a profufion of fine clothes at the rag-fliop 
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and elfewhere, which fufficiently pointed out the 
thief; but as money could not be fworn to, and 
was an article fo eafily concealed, I had no chance 
to recover it, fo was obliged to fit down with the 
lofs, which tended much to my further embarrafs- 
ment. 

They kept my daughter Sally and my youngeft 
fon Willy at Brook- houfes, but took no notice 
of me, but to hurry all they could from me, and 
I was weak and foft enough to fuffer myfelf to 
be terribly plundered by them. For this purpofe, 
fbon after my wife's death, her youngeft fifter 
came and wheedled me out of every rag of her 
clothes, under pretence that fome of t^em would 
be fpoiled if they were not wafhed, &c., and 
that they would take care of them for the 
children, and I might have them again when I 
pleafed. However, I never received any of 
them again, and I underftood afterwards, that 
{he appropriated moft of them to her own ufe, 
and that my children got little or nothing belong- 
ing to them afterwards. A piece of conduft this, 
which evinced fuch a degree of diflionefty and 
meannefs of fpirit, as no perfon pofleffed of a 
fingle grain of generofity would have been con- 
cerned in, as feveral of the articles were new or 
nearly fo, and lately purchafed with my own 
money. Being willing to give my eldeft daughter 
Betty the beft education I could — {he being grown 
a fine girl, and taking learning very readily — I fent 
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her to the boarding-fchool at Birftall-field-heady 
taught by Mrs. Prieftley,* at an expenfe, indeed, 
beyond my abilities ; fhe ftayed here half-a-year, 
and I believe it was of confiderable fervice to 
her. I notice here, that her grandmother took 
no notice of her all the time, never paid her a 
fingle vifit, or offered me the leaft aififtance, or 
gave her a fingle rag or a fingle fhilling from 
firft to lafl : nay, they had lent her an overworn 
bed-fheet, of very fmall value, to ferve her for a 
change during her flay ; and they made fuch a 
clamour for this being returned, for fear they 
fhould lofe it — even before the child came home 
— ^as if it had been a thing of the greatefl im- 
portance; — another inflance of their inherent 
meannefs of fpirit. 

About this time I had two fucceflive fervants, 
or houfekeepers, who both turned out very bad. 
One was an incurable drunkard, and proved 
very expenfive to me; the other, the greatefl 
liar and the greatefl thief that ever fell under 
my obfervation. She turned the houfe upfide 
down, and plundered it through every time I 
turned my back, and carried out (when ever I 
was abfent) to her father's and relations, meal, 
flour, butter, eggs, ribbons, fmall linen, beer, and 



• The celebrated Dr. Prieftly was born at Birftall-field- 
head ; fo that the perfon here mentioned was, no doubt, a 
near relation of his, poffibly his mother, but more probably 
a fifter or fifter-in-law. Formerly maiden ladies often took 
the title of Mrs. 
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bottles of rum ; in fhort, whatever was portable^ 

and told fome of them that I had fent them for 

prefents. At the fame time, (he had a brother, 

a boy as bad and thievifh as herfelf, who came 

miching* daily into our barn, and picked up all 

the eggs which nine or ten hens produced during 

the height of their laying, for weeks together. 

At the fame time I fummered her father a cow, 

and her mother and her met every morning and 

evening at the milking-place ; here they changed 

the ftrippings of our cows for the firftings of 

theirs, and by this means they got almoft all the 

butter, and we got next to none. At laft fhe 

proceeded to break open the locks on the drawers, 

and I turned her out of doors. I might have 

hanged her, but I did not choofe the trouble, 

though I knew nothing of the extent of my lofs 

by her at this time. This girl's name was 

R-ch-1 R-b-rtfh-ed, the daughter of a near 

neighbour, whom I had laid under repeated 

pecuniary obligations, by lending him money 

when he was ftraitened. He was alio an old 

profeffing Methodifl, and muft have known 

ibmething of his daughter's illicit prances, from 

the quantity of purloined ftuff (he carried home, 

till it fell under the obfervation of the neighbours, 

and could not well be fuppofed, therefore, to 

efcape his obfervation* My drunken fervant 

was alio a profeffing Metbodift ; joined in clais, 

* Mkidag. Sntsuun^ 2nd prowling about, tbkring. 
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and always very happy at the clafs-meetings. 
So difficult is it, very frequently, to reconcile 
people's profeifions with their condud. I had 
this girl eight weeks, and in that time fufFered, I 
believe, as many pounds by her, at leaft ; but, 
indeed, I never did, and I believe never muft, 
know my lofs by this girl and her family. 

I now plainly perceived that I muft have a 
wife, or be ruined ; but who would be a fuitablc 
wife, or who I was to pleafe — myfelf or other 
people — in the choice of one, was a queftion. 
Some people advifed me to marry an old woman 
that would have no more children, and talked in 
fuch a manner as if they fuppofed that I might 
accommodate my fancy and affedtion to any old 
creature, with as much eafe as I might choofe a 
joint of meat to get my dinner upon. Thefe 
people feemed to think, that if a perfon has been 
married once, and got fome children, he muft 
have loft all the finer feelings of the human 
heart; or, at leaft, that he could be juftified by 
no other motives to a future marriage, than thofc 
mean and fordid ones, intereft and convenience. 
I cry thofe prudent people's mercy. I am, and 
muft be, of a different opinion 5 for though I 
readily allow that it is quite neceffary on fuch 
occafions to make ufe of all the care and prudence 
that the circumftances of the cafe will admit of, 
yet I think there are circumftances of greater 
importance to be confidered in this cafe than 
even thofe of wealth and convenience i not but 
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that I think, as I faid before, it is every one's 
duty and intereft to obtain as much wealth and 
convenience as he fairly and honeftly can ; yet I 
judge the matter of greateft moment is, if the 
parties love each other for their own fakes, with 
a love of difmterefted efteem and afFeftion. 
This I look upon to be abfolutely neceflary, as 
the foundation of matrimonial happinefs, and 
which, I conceive, cannot poflibly fubfift without 
it. Here, perhaps, fome wifeacre may afk me, 
with a fneer, wh^t I have got by indulging my 
head-ftrong will in this cafe ? I will tell him. 
I have got an agreeable partner, whom I love 
and efteem, and with whom, fo far, I am happy. 
I have got a houfe full of fine children, and 
ftraitened circumftances ; and I had a thoufand 
times rather choofe this fituation, than be bound 
for life to a perfon I could not love, though in 
the midft of affluence and worldly profperity ; 
for in this cafe, my mind is fo conftituted, I 
fhould be one of the moft unhappy creatures 
under heaven. However, I do not fuppofe that 
the increafe of my family (the confequence of 
my marrying a young woman) is a principal ^ or 
even any confiderable^ caufe of the reduftion of 
my property. No, this had other unhappy 
caufes, with which this had no connexion ; 
though it is certain, that my having a young and 
numerous family in my advanced years, under 
the prefent reduced ftate of my original property, 
and at a time when the price of all the necef- 

L 
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faries of life are fo unreafonably enhanced, tends 
greatly to increafe my prefent embarraflments ; 
but as this is the common lot of humanity, and 
we cannot help it, we muft endeavour to be as 
content as we poffibly can. 

I return to my ftory. I found that fervants 

and houfekeepers were not to be trufted, I had 

no old grandmother, no mother, no fifter, as 

many others in my fituation have, upon whom 

I might rely, and who might, in a good meafure, 

fupply the place of a wife, in taking care of my 

children and looking after the concerns of my 

family. I had it not, therefore, in my choice, 

in a confiftency with my intereft, to marry or 

not to marry. No, imperious neceflity, arifing 

from the ftate of my family, required me to get 

a wife as fpeedily as poflible. During the ftate 

of my widowhood, for want of a wife in the 

houfe when I was abfent, I had already fufFered, 

to my own knowledge, to the amount of forty 

or fifty pounds at leaft, by downright thievery ; 

fo that continuing as I was, I had no profpe£l; 

before me but ruin. I could not fancy an old 

woman. Does fome felf-important fellow with 

a fapient face afk me, why I could not ? I fhould 

deem the queftion abfurd, and afk him in my 

turn, why he chofe his wife (if he has got one) 

in preference to any other woman ? If he fays 

he cannot tell ; that it happened fo j becaufe he 

liked her beft ; I return him the fame anfwer. 

I therefore chofe to take a young woman whom 
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I could love, and with whom I could be happy, 
though attended with almoft a certainty of being 
encumbered with more children, rather than 
take an old woman, to avoid that inconvenience, 
whom I could not love, and with whom I could 
not be happy. This is the true ftate of the cafe, 
and I have been fo particular upon the fubjeci, 
that I might prefent a fair view of the cafe, 
that from a juft reprefentation of the fubjeft, 
any impartial perfon may be able to draw a juft 
conclufion ; becaufe I have been fo feverely 
cenfured for my conduft on this occafion by 
many perfons who were ** as wife ih their own 
eyes as feven men that can render a reafon;" 
but it is much eafier for a half-thinking perfon 
to fhake the head, and, with a folemn face and 
magifterial air, pronounce an ill-natured and ill- 
founded cenfure upon his neighbour's conduft, 
than it is to advance one folid reafon in fupport 
of fuch a cenfure. Yet there feems to be as 
many perfons in the prefent day among Chriftian 
profeflbrs as there was eighteen hundred years 
ago, who can fee, or think they can fee, a mote 
ih the eye of their neighbour, while they quite 
overlook the huge beam that is in their own 
eye. Peace be to all fuch perfons, and a better 
ipirit. 

About this time I faw a young woman I 
thought I could fancy. She was, indeed, very 
young, but had got a tolerable education, had very 
good hands, was very ingenious, folid, and fen- 
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fible. I therefore formed a connexion with her 
immediately. This foon reached the ears of 
my bitter enemies at Brook-houfes, and awakened 
all their malice, which flowed in a plentiful 
ftream of abufe and inventive againft me from 
their envenomed lips. By fpecious mifreprefen- 
tations of the cafe, they endeavoured to deprive 
me of my children's affections, debauch them 
from their duty, and make them believe that I 
had a£ted unkindly, unjuftly, and wickedly with 
refpeft to them in this cafe ; and fo far fucceeded, 
that my two eldeft children became very faucy 
and difrefpeftful, which procured them both a 
more fevere beating than ever I had given them 
before. However, by appealing to their filial 
affeftion and good fenfe, by fhowing them the 
impropriety and bad confequences of their liften-' 
ing to fuch people, and following their pernicious 
counfels, I brought them back to their duty, and 
we foon recovered and maintained the wonted 
peace and quietnefs of our family, notwithftand- 
ing all the infernal efforts of thofe fpiteful people 
to deftroy it. 

I proceed to relate the following unfortunate 

circumftance, which happened at this time. A 

neighbouring man, who lived about a quarter of 

a mile from us, on the oppofite fide of the hill, 

over againft our little farm, feeing me mowing 

<iTafs in the fields, came frequently to 

of trade and what profit he was 

obtained by dealing in fuch and 
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fuch articles. He had a fmall eftate on which 
he lived, but it was very deeply encumbered, and 
I believe he was at this time in a very difficult 
fituation for want of money to enable him to 
carry on a trade to maintain his family. He 
knew I had it in my power to raife fome money, 
and therefore propofed that I (hould borrow fome 
more money on my land, throw up my farm, go 
live in a part of his houfe, and enter into partner- 
fhip with him, and he doubted not we fhould 
perform wonders. I was weak and unwary 
enough to liften to his propofals, and borrowed 
an additional two hundred pounds on my land, 
threw up my farm, went to live in a part of his 
houfe, and entered into partnerfhip with him ; 
but as he had little or no money to advance, 
I was obliged to lend him fome of mine, for 
which he was to pay me common intereft ; fo 
he joined with me at my own money. We 
went immediately into trade ; bought and fold, 
and trucked a variety of articles, till at laft we 
got into the liquor bufinefs. We went to Man- 
chefter and Liverpool to buy goods, fought cuftom 
amongft the publicans, and foon had a great 
many bad debts on hand, which, whether they 
were ever all paid, or no, I know not to this 
day. We took out a retail licence, and my 
partner's wife was intrufted with this bufinefs, 
which required more honefty to do juftice to 
the partnerfhip than falls to everybody's fhare. 
The houfe, however, began to be very well 
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accuftomed, and prefented a very promifing 
profpeft for trade ; but my money vaniflied like 
a mift, payments came on, more money was 
wanted, my partner could raife no money; I 
fold a pitftead in my land for eighty pounds; 
this went into the old fwallow, and difappeared 
in an inftant as if it had been thrown into a 
coal-pit. Stupid, and dull, and foolifhly confid- 
ing as I had been in this cafe, I now began to 
fee I was in the wrong box ; indeed, my wife 
(for I was now married), who was a much clofer 
obferver than myfelf, had given me repeated hints 
of the circumftance before. I was determined 
to be rid of this ruinous connexion as fpeedily 
as poflible, if I efcaped with the fkin of my 
teeth ; and my partner and his deep-contriving 
wife feemed very willing to difpenfe with my 
company, and quite agreeable to appropriate all 
the profpedt of advantage, obtained at my coft, 
entirely to themfelves. In balancing our accounts 
I was brought in debtor, though I had raifed 
nearly all the money — and over and befide, my 
partner was engaged in an expenfive chancery 
law-fuit all the time — yet he came oflF creditor. 
All was imputed to my extravagance, and two 
of my old acquaintance, whom I had got to 
fcrutinize the cunning of my opponents, entered 
into their idea, and fuppofed me inattentive and 
extravagant enough to run through all that money 
in two years' ^ ' iftead of doing me 

any fer-' ojr opponent, and 
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did me a great deal of hurt. Extravagant ! 
Avhen I was never drunk all the time, and my 
partner hardly ever came home fober ; w^hen he 
had a more numerous and expenfive family 
to keep, and had nothing to keep them on but 
Avhat he got by the trade, and I had a lefs nume- 
rous and expenfive family, and an eftate of near 
thirty pounds a year befides the trade to keep 
them on. Add to this, my partner was engaged 
in an expenfive law-fuit, which coft him a good 
deal of money. Yet he came ofF on the faving 
fide, and I juft quitted the connexion in time to 
efcape a gaol. I believe I fuffered by this con- 
nection, in the courfe of about two years, little 
lefs than three hundred pounds. This was a 
bad affair for me, and threw me into difficulties 
immediately, which I have laboured under ever 
fince. I thus became a flepping-flone for my 
partner, who trod me and my family into the 
dufl to mount himfelf and his family into afflu- 
ence and profperity. 

I flop to notice fome occurrences in my 
family during this period. We unfortunately left 
Lower Blacup, after refiding there fourteen years, 
and removed into Cleckheaton upper-lane. May 
the 1 2th, 1781. I was married a fecond time 
on Sunday, the 4th day of November, 1781, to 
Alicia Pinder, eldefl daughter of Thomas Pinder, 
farmer^ of Upper Blacup, a few fields from my 
former abode, after remaining in a flate of widow- 
hood four years and two weeks. We were 
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married at the parifh church of Birftall, by the 
Rev. Mr. Reuben Ogden ; prefent only befides 
ourfelves, the minifter, Jo. Shaw, the clerk, and 
my wife's father. Alicia Pinder was born on 
Monday, the 19th day of May, 1766. She was 
baptized at the White Chapel, in the North, by 
the Rev. Mr. Jonas Eaftwood, on Sunday, June 
the 15th, 1766, and was fifteen years and a-half 
old when (he was married. Soon after we were 
married my wife was attacked by a fevere rheu- 
matic fever, which reduced her very low. Before 
(he was quite recovered, in the end of the year 
1 78 1, and the beginning of the year 1782, my 
children were attacked by that dreadful diftempcr 
the fmall-pox, which at this time raged in the 
neighbourhood, and was of a very fatal and 
malignant kind. Betty was near fourteen years 
of age, Tommy was near eleven, and John near 
feven. They had often begged to be inoculated, 
but as their grandparents were bitterly prejudiced 
againft the practice, to oblige them I had forbore 
to do it. For this I afterwards blamed myfelf 
much, as their prejudice was fo inveterate againft 
me, that it appeared impoflible for me to con- 
ciliate their favour by anything I could do ; and 
it expofed my children to more than double 
hazard and fuffering. Betty's was of a moft 
malignant kind, and fhe was rendered one of 
the moft deplorable objefts I ever faw, and was 
literally flayed from head to foot. However, it 
pleafed God to fpare her life, contrary to the 



THOMAS WRIGHT. 153 

expe&ations of all who faw her, and even of the 
phyfician who attended her. I regretted very 
much the ravage this naufeous diforder had made 
in her fine countenance, which was fo great, 
that if I had been abfent for the time, I fhould 
have been unable at firft to have recognized my 
own child. However, I was thankful that her 
life, her eyes, and limbs were fpared. Tommy 
was more favourably dealt with ; his pocks were 
of a better kind, his countenance little or none 
altered, and he got through them the eafieft of 
all the three. John was very full ; his lovely 
countenance much altered, yet he got through 
them with much lefs trouble and danger than 
his fifter did. 

During this troublefome and diftrefling fitua- 
tion of my family, my wife — though ftill very 
weak — alUfted me in waiting upon the children 
with the greateft tendernefs and afliduity. I was 
myfelf fix or feven weeks and never had all my 
clothes off, was engaged day and night going up 
and down (lairs and from one chamber to another 
almoft without intermiflion, and my fleep de- 
parted from mine eyes j yet a kind Providence fo 
ordered it, that I neither felt much over-fatigued, 
nor greatly to want my fleep during the whole 
time, though one might have imagined, from 
the conftant fatigue I underwent, and the de- 
preffing forrow of mind I was under for my 
fuffering children — efpecially for my eldeft 
daughter, whofe death I apprehended every hour 
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— that it would have been impoflible I fhould 
have bore up under it. When my three children 
at home were recovering, my other two at 
Brook-houfes begun, though none of the family 
had ever come near our houfe while we had 
them. Sally got very favourably through them, 
but they proved fatal to my youngeft fon Willy, 
the circumftances of whofe death I have pre- 
vioufly related. 

I ftop to notice the following little circum- 
ftance. John, who was uncommonly fond of^ 
and, of confequence, equally dear to me, the 
morning he found himfelf blind, when in the 
fmall-pox, I being in bed with him, faid haftily, 
*' Daddy, I am dead ! " I faid, " No, my dear j" 
but then he faid, " I am dying." I faid, " What 
for, my love ?" he faid, " Becaufe I cannot fee." 
I told him to be content, and not pull his eyes 
open, and he would fee again after a fhort time. 
He was fatisfied, and very patient, but added, 
** Daddy, I could not like to die." I afked him 
if he was afraid to die \ he faid, ** No ; but 
I could not like to leave you^^ and earneftly 
added, ** Blefs you! everybody fays you are a good 
daddy to your children, and fo you are." (The 
poor child had heard the family at Brook-houfes 
abufe me and fay I was a bad father to my 
children, and behaved ill to them ; he had heard 
all the neighbours fay the contrary, and from the 
tendernefs with which I treated him and all my 
children, was fatisfied of the contrary himfelf. 
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This was the caufe of my child's remarks on 
this occafion.) He then fondly embraced, kifled, 
and blefled me. Such was the endearing prattle 
and behaviour of my beloved child, whom death, 
to my heavy affliftion, has fmce fuddenly fnatched 
from my embraces. I note here again the 
wicked perverfity of Mr. and Mrs. Birkhead's 
conduft on this occafion, in thus perpetually 
endeavouring to infpire my children with a bad 
idea of their father, and to rob me of their duty 
and afFeftion ; and I appeal to the judgment of 
every candid and unprejudiced perfon, if fuch a 
condu£i was not abfolutely inconfiftent with 
their high profeflion of Chriftianity. I take 
notice here alfo, that a little before we left the 
Lower Blacup, my eldeft daughter Betty lay 
feveral weeks dangeroufly ill of a fcarlet fever, 
of which feveral had died round about us. My 
fon John was poorly alfo, and about this time 
they all three had the meafles, which were 
attended with much fever, and I was in fear I 
fhould have loft John, he was fo bad. We were 
without fervant ; I therefore waited on my fick 
children myfelf, and I dare appeal to my neigh- 
bours, that they were carefully and properly 
attended. 

On Monday, the 12th day of May, 1783 
(old May-day), I removed with my family to 
Birkenfhaw, the place where I had lived before 
I was married the firft time, into the loweft but 
one of John Ellifon's new-built houfes. I ftop 
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here again, to notice the following circumftance, 
which I had overlooked in its place. Old Mrs. 
Birkhead, fome time before my fecond marriage, 
having heard of my intention to marry, came 
wheedling over to my houfe, and faid, ** Tommy, 
you always faid that Betty and Sally fhould have 
your mother's clothes between them." I faid, 
" Yes ; I mean fo." She faid, " Will you 
oblige me in letting me have them to our houfe 
to keep ? I will take the beft care I can of them 
for the children." I perceived fhe was afraid 
of a fecond wife getting them ; but as I always 
meant my girls to have them, and as the hypocrite 
appeared in high good humour — ^which it feems 
fhe could afTume to ferve a turn — and as I was 
greatly defirous of living on peaceable terms 
with them if polfible, I told her, that the clothes 
had been kept with great care almoft from my 
birth, but that if fhe thought them fafer in her 
keeping than mine, if fhe would promife me to 
take good care of them, and let my daughters 
have them when they wanted them, I had no 
great objeftion to oblige her in this cafe, for" the 
fake of peace, as neither I nor the perfon I was 
aiming to marry, had any defire to deprive my 
children of them. If, therefore, fhe would 
come over to my houfe fome day when I was 
at leifure, I would look them over, and let her 
have fuch as I intended for them. With this 
promife fhe departed for the prefent, and fome- 
time afterwards, inflead of coming on a day 
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when I was at home, fhe contrived — in concert 
with my daughter Betty, I make no doubt — to 
come on a day when I was not at home, on 
purpofe to have the opportunity of plundering 
my houfe uncontrolled. This they did in a 
fhameful manner ; fo that with what they took 
now, and what fhe and her agents had taken 
before, they almoft entirely ftripped my houfe 
both of bed-linen and wearing apparel, fave that 
which the children and I had in common ufe, 
befides a variety of other articles ; nay, (he had 
even the meannefs and impudence to take my 
own mother's wedding-ring, which, however I 
ient for back again, and was almoft in mind to 
have entered a legal procefs againft her for 
burglary. My daughter Betty, to be fure, was 
young, and deceived and mifled by her grand- 
mother's fpecious though falfe reprefentations ; 
and thefe circumftances may, perhaps, form a 
tolerable excufe for my daughter's conduft on 
thefe occafions ; yet (he was certainly very 
blameable, as fhe was old enough (fourteen) to 
have known better than to have joined a mean, 
interefted woman in plundering her father's 
property ; but the old woman herfelf, or any 
other perfon of the family, who either took it 
themfelves, or encouraged my children fo to do, 
were no better than thieves and robbers. After 
they had thus ftripped my houfe of all my wife's 
clothes and all my own mother's clothes, bed- 
linen, &c. &c., inftead of keeping them facred 
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for the children, as they pretended, her aunt 

B y carried ofF one part, and had the extreme 

meannefs and impudence to wear fome articles 
of my own mother's till they were good for 
nothing ; her grandmother feized and diftributed 
another part; and a diflioneft fervant-girl they 
had, cut, and fpoiled, and ftole another part ; fo 
that, fave fome of the larger articles of my 
mother's, as her gowns, &c. which they could 
not well take without being obferved by every- 
body, the greateft part of the property thus 
filched from my houfe was entirely loft both to 
me and my children ; whereas, had they ftill 
continued in my keeping, they might have en- 
joyed every individual article. 

I will beftow a few reflexions on thefe people's 
condu£i towards me on this occafion. I believe 
if they could have ftripped me naked and turned 
me out upon a common, it would have pleafed 
them to have done it. Their oftenfible reafon 
for this manner of proceeding was, '' A fecond 
wife will get all that is left ; " and this plea they 
feemed to think fufficient to juftify them in doing 
all that lay in their power to accomplifh my ruin. 
What ftrange reafoning, and what abfurd and 
inconfiftent conduft was this ! Mrs. Birkhead's 
own father married a fecond time, after having 
married a firft wife, with whom he had iflTue. 
Mrs. Birkhead herfelf was a fruit of that fecond 
marriage. Her father married a third wife, to 
lune iaySy he and his family did not 
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behave over-kindly. Now, if her father's child 
or children by his firft wife, or their relations, 
had a£ied upon the fame principles with refpe£t 
to him and his future family which (he and her 
family acted upon with refpeft to me and mine ; 
if they had endeavoured to prejudice his child or 
children againft him, to debauch them from their 
duty, and rob him of their afFeftion ; if they 
had rifled, or encouraged his child or children to 
rifle his property, even to the hazard of his ruin, 
for fear his fecond wife and fecond children — of 
whom fhe herfelf was one — ihould have anything 
left to fubfift upon afterwards ; what would 
Mrs. Birkhead have thought or faid of fuch a 
proceeding ? What indeed ! doubtlefs, if it had 
been her own cafe, (he would have thought, and 
faid too, that they were a fet of wicked, unjuft, 
ungenerous, and unfeeling rafcals. 

I return to my narration. When we came 
to Birkenfhaw, my wife was in a very weak 
ftate of body ; (he was juft recovering from a 
fecond attack of her old diforder, the rheumatic 
fever. She was obliged to wean the child (Patty) 
when about fifteen weeks old, who was poorly 
alfo ; but after this they both recovered pretty 
fpeedily. About this time I was obliged to fell 
my land — one of the moft unfortunate aftions 
for my worldly welfare that ever I did in my 
life, as I have hinted before. After paying oflF 
the mortgage, I put one hundred pounds of the 
ipare money into the hands of fome friendly 
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acquaintance in the wool trade, on condition 
that I fhould have a proportional fhare of the 
profits arifing therefrom. However, I never 
received anything but fimple intereft for my 
money, and took fome of the ftock now and 
fome then, till I had taken it all. We tried to 
keep a (hop, but this would do nothing for us ; 
we loft money by roguifh cuftomers. We next 
tried to teach a fchool, and could get the trouble 
and inconvenience of fcholars, but could get no 
pay for many of them ; we therefore gave this 
up. I next got in to be book-keeper at the 
furnace for Meflrs. Emmets,* which place I 
held about a year, and had about two (hillings a 
day. This helped us for the time, and then we 
parted. My family was increafing all this time, 
and of courfe my difficulties. A friendly ac- 
quaintance of mine (Mr. John Taylor, merchant, 
of Great Gomerfall),t having, I fuppofe, intelli- 
gence of this, paid me a vifit, and kindly in- 
quired into my fituation. He had lately built a 



• The father of the prefent Emmanuel Emmet, Efq. of 
Birkenfhaw, had a foundry and iron- works at Birkenftiaw 
during the laft century, and the earlier part of the prefent. 
Both the Coles and the Billingfleys, late of the Bowling 
Iron Works, were in the employ of the Emmets before 
they came to Bowling. 

•f This f ' Mr. John Taylor, merchant, of Great Gomer- 
fall," was the identical perfon who afterwards figured as 
Mr. Yorke in Mifs Bronte's novel of " Shirley." He was 
a man of great energy, was quite a chara6ler, and became 
rich by trade. He built a chapel at Gomerfall at his own 
fole expenfe, and preached in it himfelf. 
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pretty large mill for carding machines, to which 
he had attached four ftocks to mill woollen cloth 
in. He wanted a cloth fearcher, and propofed 
to me to endeavour to obtain the place, and 
he would aflift me. He obferved, it would be 
good for nothing the firft year, being only four 
pounds for the year ; but that the year following 
it would be advanced to ten pounds, he made no 
doubt, and eventually to fifteen or fixteen pounds. 
That it would put me in the line of the bufinefs, 
and give me an opportunity of future advance- 
ment to better places. I thanked him, accepted 
the propofal, and obtained the place. As he 
obferved, I loft by it the firft year; the fecond 
year it was raifed to ten pounds a year, which 
was the falary affixed to it when I threw up the 
place ; but it was afterwards raifed to fifteen or 
fixteen pounds a year, and, with other emolu- 
ments, is worth twenty, or near twenty pounds 
a year to the prefent officer. Mr. Taylor at the 
(ame time allowed me eight ftiillings a week for 
keeping the books and aflifting to overlook the 
fervants and work of his carding machinery. 
Both the places together made me about twelve 
(hillings a week, which, added to my own pit- 
tance, enabled me to fubfift my family pretty 
comfortably. When I had been here better than 
two years, two perfons at Birkenftiaw — the village 
where I refided — built a fcribbling-mill ; * another 

• A. fcribbling-mill is a mill where wool is prepared for 
fpinniDg, previous to being woven into cloth. The labour 

M 
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had been built about the fame time about a 
mile from the village, and to both thefe mills 
two ftocks were attached for milling cloth ; 
thefe required a fearcher to attend them, and 
our fupervifor faid that I was like to take them, 
as they could not pretend to appoint an additional 
fearcher to thefe fmall places, while I was near 
them. To this I agreed, rather than quit the 
connedkion, though I loft four {hillings a week 
by the circumftance, as I could not poffibly 
attend Mr. Taylor's bufinefs and thefe additional 
mills too; but I knew Hunfworth* mill was 
likely foon to be advanced. At this crifis the 
principal partner at Birkenfhaw mill afked me if 
I was difengaged from Mr. Taylor. I told him 
yes, as I could not pofSbly overlook all the mills 
and Mr. Taylor's work too. He then propofed, 
that, if I would throw up Hunfworth mill, and 
retain only the two mills at Birkenfhaw (for 
which I had got ten pounds a year allowed), and 
come and keep their books, and affift in over- 
feeing their work as I had done for Mr. Taylor, 
they would give me the fame wage, namely, 

of fcribbling is now done by machinery, worked by fleam ; 
but formerly this kind of work ufed to be done by hand- 
machines, or machines moved by the hand. 

* Hunfworth is a village near Oakenfhaw, in the pariih 
of Birftall, four and a half miles fouth of Bradford, and 
has a population at this time of twelve hundred. The Old 
Mills ftill remain. The corn mills are worked by Mr. 
Thomas Brlggs, of Himfworth ; and there are alfo extenfive 
woollen manu^' ""vorks carried on by the 

Meflh. T 
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eight fhillings a week, which would put me 
precifely on the fame footing I was at Hunfworth ; 
and he obferved, that it would fave me much 
walking every morning and evening, that I 
fhould be at home, and that I might get warm 
meals, &c. I told him I was aware of thefe 
advantages, but alked him if I might depend 
upon the continuance of the place, becaufe I was 
fure of the mill, and the falary was likely foon to 
be advanced to an amount which would be 
worth as much to me — or nearly fo — as the wage 
of their place, befides the choice of another 
mill at Heaton if I thought I could ferve them 
all 5 and thefe I was pretty fure of for life, 
except an opportunity offered of getting a better 
place J but if I threw it up, I loft it entirely, 
and if I loft their place too, I fliould be in a 
fliabby fituation indeed, with Birkenfliaw mills 
only. He faid I might depend upon it. I fpoke 
to Mr. Taylor and Mr. Thompfon. Mr. Taylor 
was for me keeping the mill and refuting the 
place ; Mr. Thompfon faid, if I thought I could 
confide in my fuppofed friend, to be fure it would 
be much eafier for me. I verily thought I could, 
and therefore threw up the mill and accepted the 
place. 

This was another very imprudent aftion into 
which I was betrayed by a too great confidence 
in profelTed friendfhip. I put them in a com- 
modious way of keeping the books, which I had 
pra&ifed at Hunfworth. When I had been with 
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them about two years, one Saturday evening, 
without a moment's notice, or any other reafon 
afligned, the other partner told me drily, that 
they thought they could keep the books them- 
felves, and had no further occafion for my fervice. 
I was aftonifhed at this, and looked upon it, as 
it certainly was, as a very mean, as well as a 
very unfriendly, unfair, and ungenerous adkion. 
I had not fought the place ; indeed, I had no 
thoughts about it. I was folicited to come to 
this place, and to throw up my fearching at 
Hunfworth for this purpofe, though I knew it 
was likely foon to be worth as much, or more, 
to me as theirs, and which, in all probability, I 
might retain, if I pleafed, for life. The only 
difference was, their work was near home. I 
was promifed I might depend upon the place, and 
was then prefently kicked out of it ; fo that it 
looked as if a fcheme had been formed by my 
profeffing friends to deprive me of the comfort- 
able fituation and profped I had obtained through 
Mr. Taylor's favour, and turn me adrift in fearch 
of new profpefts. . 

** What then is friendfhip ? 'tis a name, 
A charm that lulls to fleep ; 
A fhade that follows nvealth znd fame, 
But leaves the wretch to weep." 

This event confirmed my convi£tion of the 
great fanity of Tim a' Lee's proverb, and the 
general neceiHty of a^ng upon his maxim, 
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This event ftripped me of all my before-ac- 
quired benefits and profpedks, and left me only 
the ten pounds a year for Birkenfhaw mills, at a 
time when all the neceflaries of life were greatly 
enhanced, and my family increafed with feveral 
more children. We ftruggled with the difficulties 
brought upon us by this event for more than two 
years, and it was a lofs to us of near forty pounds, 
which was wrung from the backs and bellies of 
me and my family in a very difficult period. 
Mr. Thompfon and feveral others of my friendly 
acquaintance had promifed me to do their beft 
the fir ft opportunity that occurred, to obtain me 
a better fituation. In the mean time we troubled 
nobody with our complaints; we fuftered in 
fUence, and endeavoured to make the beft of 
our fituation. The infpeftorfliip of Gomerfall 
diftri£t was divided into two rounds, with an 
annual falary of twenty-feven pounds annexed to 
each of them. Jofliua Dixon, of Birftal, fur- 
veyed the one, and Robert Goodalls, of Church 
lane,* the other. During this period Joftiua 
Dixon died, and the two rounds were thrown 
into one. Robert Goodall had five pounds added 
to his former falary, which made it thirty-two 
pounds per annum, for which he furveyed both 
the rounds. Robert Goodall died in the month 



♦ Church Lane is probably what is now called Thirk 
Lane. It is the road leading from Cleckheaton to Birftall 
by way of Spen Bridge and Spen Houfe. This road leads 
through the hamlet of Gomerfall Hill Top. 
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of January, 1796, and I obtained the place 
January the 27th, 1796, which I ftill retain 
at this time, April the 19th, 1797. As I obferved 
before, the falary was thirty-two pounds per 
annum, befides fome other fmall emoluments 
arifing from (lamping blanks for the merchants 
and clothiers, &c. 

I defire here to take notice — to the praife of a 
kind Providence, which, I am firmly perfuaded, 
prefides, governs, and difpenfes with infinite 
wifdom and goodnefs, towards every individualy 
and towards his whole creation — the critical 
timing of my obtaining this place. It was when 
I could fubfift my family no longer without 
breaking into my little real or perfonal property, 
and thereby greatly injuring my annual income 
or prefent convenience, either of which we could 
ill forego. Bleffed be God for his goodnefs ! 

I return to take notice of the feveral events 
which happened in my family during this period \ 
that is, from my fecond marriage to the prefent 
time, April 20th, 1797. Mrs. Birkhead perfuaded 
my daughter Betty to refide with them, and I 
gave my confent. This was from no liberal 
motive, but (he engaged Betty to do the fervant's 
work, and had only a little meat to find her, for 
I myfelf found her clothes, even to the value of 
a coarfe linen brat to wafh up the pots in. The 
family, therefore, which I brought to Birkenfhaw 
confifted of myfelf, my wife, my eldeft fon 
— ^v third fon John, and my little 
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daughter Patty, about fifteen weeks old. I 
fent Tommy to fchool to my old acquaintance 
Benny Brooke, at Tong,* and John to Eaft 
Bierley fchool (it being much nearer) to Mr. 
WiUiam Kellet. 

Nine weeks and five days after my coming to 
Birkenfliaw, I was vifited by one of the moft 
fevere trials I had ever experienced hitherto, in 
the fudden death of my darling child, John 
Wright, my third fon and fixth child, who died 
in my arms on Saturday, July the 19th, 1783, 
about three o'clock in the afternoon. He was 
buried on the Monday evening following, being 
the 2ift of the fame month, in the New Chapel- 
yard at Cleckheaton, clofe by the north fide of 
bis brother William's grave and his mother's 
tomb. There his beloved remains reft in the 
peaceful grave, in a fure and certain hope of a 
joyful refurre£tion to eternal life when the Arch- 
angel's trumpet fhall give the final fummons, 
** for the trumpet fhall found and the dead fhall 
be raifed incorruptible." t This glorious hope 

• Tong, in the parifh of Birftall, is a quiet rural village, 
four miles from Bradford, and the population of the town- 
(hip in 1861 was 3035. This is the Tunic of the Domef- 
day Book, and is generally called the Lordlhip of Tong. 
The heirs to thefe fertile lands from the times of the 
Saxons have been the families of the Tongs, the Mirfields, 
and the Tempefts ; and Colonel Plumbe Tempeft is now 
lord of the manor, and refides in an old hall built of brick 
which overlooks a beautiful vale, on the other fide of which 
ftands the eftablilhment of Fulneck, the feat of the Mora- 
vians in Yorkftiire. 

f I Cor. XV. 22. 
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we owe to Jefus' dying love, who will moft 
afTuredly raife to a new, a happy, and an endlefs 
life, the difTolved bodies of all thofe who fleep in 
Him, as I doubt not all thofe who die in their 
infancy moft certainly do. No ftone or tomb- 
ftone has yet been laid or erefted to his memory, 
the ftraitnefs of my circumftances have hitherto 
prevented me from doing it ; but if ever I am 
able I mean to do it with the firft opportunity 
that may ofFer ; and if I never fhould be able, I 
will endeavour, if it be poilible, to engage fome 
branch of my family to do it for me fooner or 
later. Meanwhile I have prepared the following 
epitaph, which may be fhortened, if need be, of 
the four laft lines in the poetry, or fome words, 
perhaps, in the preceding part. For John 
Wright's tombftone : — 

In Memory of 

JOHN WRIGHT, 

Third fon of Thomas Wright, of Birkenfhaw, 

whofe body refts in hope within this tomb, and 

who died fuddenly, in his affli£ted father's arms, 

on Saturday, July the 19th, 1783. 

Aged 8 years and 6 months. 

Here all the flattering hopes of youthful bloom. 
Untimely blafted, wither in the tomb : 
Sudden death fnatch'd him from his guiltlefs play. 
And clos'd his eyes, to wake in endlefs day. 
Grac'd with each merit years like his could boaft. 
So foon difcovered, and fo early loft ; 
Studious by every pleafing art to prove 
The endearing tendernefs of filial love. 
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Which, guided ftill by Nature's gentleft voice, 
Prepared him for that Heaven he now enjoys. 
O let not grief pronounce that doom unjult, 
Which lays a parent's faireft hopes in duft. 
Lord, I fubmit to Thee, all good and wile. 
And yield the infant vi6lim to the ikies. 

John Wright was near two years and three 
quarters old at the time of his mother's death. 
I always fufpefted he was hurt by a fright his 
mamma gave him, by fuddenly fcolding and 
fhaking him when he cried and was troublefome 
one night in bed, when he was a little one, 
which at the time nearly threw him into fits, 
and I had much ado to recover him from the 
fright. He was ever after fubjeft to be frighty 
upon any fudden alarm, and would frequently 
get out of bed in dreams, and fometimes awoke 
out of his fleep under an unaccountable fright 
and tremor J which I always fufpefted to be 
caufed, or at leaft increafed, by the above-men- 
tioned fright, though I may be miftaken, and it 
might be purely natural : however, it is needful 
to be as careful as poffible not to give children 
any fudden fright. As he grew up he was very 
remarkable for the fondeft filial afFe£^ion, and 
would frequently be telling me in his childifh 
way how dearly he loved me beyond everything 
elfe in the world. If I had at any time been out 
late, if he had been a-bed and awoke when I 
came in, he would have leaped out of bed, run 
to my embraces, and welcomed me home with 
the tendereft expreflions. He was remarkably 
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folicitous about his prayers, and before he had 
learned the Lord's Prayer by heart, would have 
called on me, if I forgot, to teach him them 
before he would have gone to fleep. A few 
weeks before his .death, being playing with 
his brother Tommy at Brook-houfes, he got 
fomething into his ear which frighted him ; they 
put a drop of rum in his ear, which, they faid, 
brought out fome kind of a fmall black \nk(k. 
One night foon after, I had been from home, 
and when I came in in the evening, he came 
weeping down ftairs, and faid fomething made a 
noife in his ears which frighted him, and thought 
it was fomething he had got in his ear at the 
time above mentioned. I took him on my knee 
and it ceafed, and I put him to bed, and he com- 
plained no more of it afterwards. Whether this 
circumftance might be any caufe of the ftrange 
diforder which afterwards cut him fo fuddenly 
off, I cannot tell 5 God knoweth. 

On Thurfday, the loth day of July, 1783, 
there came on, about ten o'clock in the evening, 
one of the moft dreadful ftorms of thunder and 
lightning I had ever beheld. It was extremely 
awful and alarming indeed. I got my family to 
bed, where, I think, they would have remained 
pretty compofed, but a neighbour woman coming 
in with her children, extremely frightened, 
alarmed my children too, fo that they and our 
maid (a Matty Webfter from Tong) ran from 
*\%»\r ftwn bed to my wife and the little one, 
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where, with two of our neighbour's children, 
there were feven in one bed, at the head and 
feet. John was between two at the feet. I 
told him not to be afraid, but to commend him- 
felf to the divine protedtion, which I believe he 
did. He afterwards called me to him : when 
I came I found him bathed in fweat, occafioned 
by lying over-head in bed, to avoid feeing the 
lightning. He faid, " Daddy, I will fall afleep 
if I can, and then I fhall not fee the lightning. 
Will you pray for me ? you know, when I am 
afleep I cannot pray for myfelf." This requeft, 
uttered by my dear child with a fteady feriouf- 
nefs, ftruck me greatly, and I immediately went 
to my knees to recommend him to the divine 
mercy and prote£tion. A few days before he 
died, John Kitfon, fon of Jonathan Kitfon, 
near whom we had lived before we came to 
Birkenfhaw, came upon an errand to our next 
door neighbour, and had a little bay galloway 
with him ; at that time, Tommy and John, my 
two fons, were going to fee their grandfather at 
Brook-houfes, and John Kitfon told my younger 
boy, that if he would go the lane way with him, 
he fhould ride upon the galloway, of which he 
was fo fond ; and importuned me fo much to let 
him go, that I confented, upon John Kitfon's 
promifing to let him ride, and to proceed flowly 
and carefully ; but as foon as he was out of my 
fight he made my boy difmount, and then fet off 
on the full trot down the lane, and my boy ran 
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after him moft of the way to Gomerfall. I was 
exceeding unhappy after I knew this, as the day 
was uncommonly hot and fultry, and muft almoft 
fuiFocate the child to run after the horfe fo far 
and fo faft under a burning fun; and I have 
often been afraid the overheating himfelf fo much 
on this occafion, and bathing in cold water while 
he was yet hot (as I underftood he afterwards 
did), might contribute to the bringing on that 
diforder which foon after put a period to his life. 
Whether it was fo or not, I cannot tell, but 
I have often reflefted upon it with extreme 
regret, that ever I fuffered him to go with that 
unlucky, mifchievous boy j and if I had known 
the trick he would have played him, he fhould 
not have gone with him upon any confidera- 
tion. 

On Friday, the i8th of July, 1783, he got 
a milk breakfaft as ufual, and was impatient with 
the maid to get it ready, as he was afraid of his 
matter being angry at his being late to fchool. 
When he was going he looked fondly at me, 
and I afked him if I muft go part of the way 
with him — as I frequently did — and he faid, 
" Yes, if you pleafe, daddy." I accordingly 
went with him over the firft field, and over the 
ftile into the fecond, where we flood to part. 
He turned about, and ftroked his hands over his 
little thighs, and faid, " Daddy, I am fomehow 
flifF over here, and it almoft makes me lame." 
I told him he had, perhaps, been running or 
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leaping, which had occafioned it, and I hoped it 
would be better foon. He faid yes, he hoped it 
would. I fuppofe his running after the horfe, 
above mentioned, fo far and fo faft, might be the 
occafion of this ftifFnefs. He then came and 
kifTed me, and blefTed me, and bid me farewell, 
as he almoft always did when he parted with 
me; but having gone a few fteps he turned 
about and faid, " Daddy, ftay on that pit-hill * 
(a pit-hill that was juft by) while I go up the 
Kirkgate, and I can turn about and look at you." 
I faid, "Well, my dear," and he proceeded. 
As I looked after him I thought he looked a 
very poor look, as if he was not very well, as 
indeed, he had done for fome days; and my 
heart ached in an uncommon manner at parting 
with him, as if foreboding the heavy affli£lion 
which awaited me. It was much I did not take 
him back with me, but as it was now about nine 
o'clock, and he would be down to his dinner, I 
thought it would not be long ere I faw my child 
again. I little thought this would be the laft 
interview I fliould ever have with my dear little 
boy out of doors ; yet fo it proved, to my unfpeak- 

* This would very likely be an accumulation of rubbiih 
thrown out of fome coal-pit, on the fide of the road from 
Birkenfliaw to Bradford, as fuch heaps are yet very common. 
There is a lane ftill called Kirkgate, which leads up to an 
ancient crofs, on the hill. The faft of this crofs being on 
the hill, muft have given rife to the name (Kirkgate;, as 
there was not, until a few years ago, any church at Birken- 
ihaw. 
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able affli£lion. I ftood near the place till he 
walked up the oppofite field, called the Kirkgate, 
where he turned about, as he had faid, to take 
from thence his laft look at his daddy. I waited 
till he was out of Tight, and afterwards returned 
home. He ufed to come to his dinner towards 
one o'clock, but falling badly at fchool, his mafter 
fent him home fooner, and it was about twelve 
o'clock at noon when he came in at the back- 
door and up the entry, weeping, to me, as I was 
fet in the houfe rocking the little child in the 
cradle. I afked him what was the matter, and 
he faid, ** Daddy, my head aches." I faid, 
" Does it, my love ? " and he faid, " Yes, fadly, 
and I have thrown up my breakfaft at fchool." 
I told him not to cry, it would make his head 
worfe, and he immediately forbore. I took him 
upon my knee, and tied my pocket-handkerchief 
about his head, and being fet in a rocking-chair, 
he lay his head back in my arm, and I rocked 
him upon my knee. He prefently afked for 
fomething to drink ; the weather being very hot, 
our beer was turning hard, and I thought it 
would not be proper for him ; I therefore afked 
him if he would choofe fome milk ? He said, 
yes. I got him fome, of which he drank, then 
lay in my arm again, and feemed difpofed to 
fleep. I told him if he could fleep, I would 
carry him, if he would, into our bed, and he 
would lie eafier, and I hoped ileep would cure 
his head, to which he confented. As I was 
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carrying him up-ftairs, he afked to drink again ; 
and after laying him in bed, and taking ofF all 
his clothes but his ftockings, I fetched him the 
milk again, of which he drank a fecond time, 
and compofed himfelf to fleep. I went down to 
the child in the cradle (my wife being out of the 
houfe), but he prefently called upon me again, 
and I ran up-ftairs. He was reaching to puke ; 
I held my hand on his forehead, and he threw 
up the milk he had drunk, which came curdled 
from his ftomach. I fuppofe clear water would 
have been beft to have given him, if I had known 
it, for he was much worfe than I imagined, as I 
took it to be nothing more than a common fit of 
the headache, occafioned, perhaps, by the un- 
common heat of the day, and from which fleep 
would efFedtually relieve him. I went to fee him 
often, and he feemed to fleep kindly, which 
abated my fears, and I concluded he was doing 
well. I ordered my wife to get foqfie tea and 
bread and butter ready againft he awoke, as 
I thought he muft be hungry then, as he had 
parted with his breakfaft before, and tea would 
be more fuitable for him than ftronger meat. 
She accordingly got it ready, and fet it by the 
fire to keep warm againft he awoke ; but alas ! 
my dear poorly child never eat more. In the 
forenoon Mr. William Johnftone, of Gomerfall- 
hill-top,* had called upon me as he went to 

• Gomerfall Hill Top. A hamlet a little to the fouth- 
eaft of Gomerfall, and not far from Birftall. It lies exactly 
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Bradford, and engaged me to meet him at Mr. 
James Wilkinfon's, at five o'clock in the after- 
noon. I carefully attended, and very frequently 
went to look at my child, till betwixt five and 
Ax o'clock in the evening, and though I thought 
he flept longj yet I thought he flept kindly, and 
flill hoped he would be well when he awoke. 
I therefore ventured to fulfil my engagement, 
after leaving a flrift charge with my family to 
obferve him with the utmofl care. 

I obferve here, that fome unfriendly perfons, 
and particularly one perfon, who profeffed the 
greatefl refpeft and friendfliip for me, and even 
afFedked to confider me as one of her own family, 
and to whom, and to whofe family, I had behaved 
with the greateft generofity and good nature, 
laid hold of this circum fiance to reprefent me 
as wanting in afFeftion to my child ; as being all 
the afternoon from him, and taking little notice 
of him, wjiich flander was as falfe as it was 
malicious in every circumflance. They alfo 
reported that the milk I gave him to drink was 
four 5 but if it was (for I did not tafle it), it was 
more than I knew, and when I queflioned our 
maid about it fhe pofitively afTerted the contrary. 
Nay, the perfon above referred to, went fo far as 
to infinuate (to Mrs. Birkhead, her near relation, 
and my greatefl enemy), that we had poifoned 

between Great and Little Gomerfall, and at 'about equal 
diilances from each of thefe places. 
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the child. I believe this lying flander was aimed 
chiefly againft my wife, though flie told her alfo 
that I was a furious fellow, and curfed and fwore 
like a common collier, &c. &c. This, indeed, 
was a notorious falfehood ; yet I believe what 
fhe faid againft me caufed Mrs. Birkhead to 
behave in a worfe manner than ufual to me 
about this time, and muft therefore attach no 
fmall guilt to the perfon's mind, as a common 
tale-bearer and mifchief-maker. What her motive 
could be for this proceeding, I know not, except 
it was to curry favour with her relation, with 
whom flie had been but on fliy terms for fome 
time paft ; yet I have heard Mrs. Birkhead 
repeatedly fpeak of her and her family with the 
utmoft difrefpedt and contempt. This was an 
inftance of (hameful ingratitude, and an additional 
proof of the general invalidity and infincerity of 
common profeiTed friendihips. I certainly wanted 
not afFedkion to induce me to do the beft I could 
for my own child, whofe life and welfare were, 
if poffible, dearer to me than my own. 

I returned, from Mr. Wilkinfon's a little after 
eight o'clock, fo that I had been fomewhat more 
than two hours away. When I came near home 
I obferved our maid running to meet me, and 
my fpirits immediately funk, for I feared my 
child was worfe. I afked her what was the 
matter ? and flie faid John had awoke, and was 
on a very ftrange fafliion. I ran immediately to 
him, and found him apparently in convulfions. 

N 
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The neighbours flocked in, and as he lay upon 
one of their knees, I thought he was expiring. 
It is impoITible to exprefs the extreme agony of 
forrow with which this fudden, fevere, and un- 
expetled ftruke overwhelmed me. It pierced 
like a fword through my fouS, and almoft rendered 
me diftraaed. Mil's Wilkinfon (Saliy), who had 
come in amongft the reft, came to me and de- 
fired me to go down ftairs, " for," fhe faid, " you 
diftrefs the child; bad as he is, he follows you 
with his eye wherever you go, and anfwers you 
groan for groan." I went down into the kitchen, 
and as I thought him expiring, earneilly recom- 
mended his foul to God. Prefently one came, 
and faid, "Tommy, do not forrow fo exceed- 
ingly, your child is coming to himfelf again." 
1 faid, " Is he alive .' " They faid, " Yes, and 
feems coming out of a fit." I blefled God there 
was yec fome hope for his life, and immediately 
defpatched a perfon for the doftor with all fpeed. 
He fent him direftly, and ftayed behind himfelf 
to bring the medicines he might order for the 
child when he returned. The doctor feemed at 
a lofs to know what the child ailed, but finding 
him very dehrious, and to complain much of his 
breaft, exprelTed a fufpicion that he had got fome- 
thing he could not digeft, and alked if I had got any 
fpiriiuous liquors ? but this was not the cafe, nor 
had he taken anything which anyone knew ofy 
which could poflibly do him the leaft harm. i~ 
have iince fufpeiSed that as the fummer had bd 
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uncommonly hot, he might, when heated with 
play at fchool, have drank of the {landing water 
in the ditches (as there was no good water near 
the fchool), and taken in the fpawn of fome 
animal, which might have bred in his ftomach, 
and killed him, but this is only conjedlure. The 
do£lor propofed to bleed him and give him a 
clyfter, which he did, and he faid — I heard — 
afterwards, that but for this he would not have 
furvived two hours. When he returned, he fent 
him a thin mixture, and a bottle of drops. We 
gave him fome little of the mixture two or three 
times, and one of the drops — in number twenty. 
I perceived the dodlor thought he would die im- 
mediately, but in this he was miftaken. Old 
Matty Birkhead, and a young woman named 
Betty Fox, and myfelf, watched all night with 
him, and a fore, afHi£^ed, agonizing night he 
pafled. I could have been extremely glad if my 
child had been able to have talked fenfibly with 
me, if it had but been a little ; but this could 
not be obtained ; only now and then when his 
eye catched me, he would call me his bonny 
daddy, and repeat other fond expreffions he had 
before been wont to make ufe of ; and once he 
faid, ** Come daddy, lie down by me, and let us 
fall afleep together,*' and threw his arms eagerly 
about my neck, and was foon toiling and agonizing 
again. 

I had fent early in the morning by Betty Fox 
for his fifters from Brook-houfes, and they got 
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up ibme time before he died. At intervals he 
knew his eldeft fifter, and called her once or 
twice by her name. As he continued fo long 
beyond the dodor's expedations, I began to en- 
tertain hopes that he might be fpared ; but I was 
miftaken. About three o'clock in the afternoon 
(Saturday, July the 19th), my family being at 
dinner, he feemed to recover his reflection, and 
be pretty compofed, and feeing me weeping over 
him, he fuddenly ftretched out his little arms, 
and with a look of inexpreflible love and pity, 
and the fondeft concern to comfort me, cried out, 
" Come daddy, come joy, come joy, come joy ! " 
I faid, " I will, my dear," and bent down my 
head to meet him. He threw his arms about 
my neck, prefled me to his bofom, and eagerly 
kifTed and blefTed me. He held me clofe fome 
time, but at length flacking his arms, I raifed my 
head ; he ftill followed me with his eyes, and 
appeared very much concerned to fee me in fo 
much forrow. I aflced if he would kifs me again ; 
he quickly and eagerly replied, " Aye, bonny 
daddy, I will!" and ftretched out his arms to 
embrace me again. He kiflTed me with great 
fondnefs, and faid with much earneftnefs, ** Blefs 
you, my daddy ! blefs you, my bonny daddy ! " 
This was the laft afFeftionate embrace which my 
beloved John gave his affli<aed daddy, and thefe 
the laft loving words he uttered. Soon after he 
had fpoken them, he turned his head upon the 
pillow and feemed inclined to puke. His fifter 



THOMAS WRIGHT. i8i 

Betty, who was ftanding by me, faid, ** Daddy, 
if he could get fomething up, it would perhaps 
eafe him." I thought it perhaps might, and there- 
fore took him gently on my knee, lay my hand 
upon his forehead, and leaned him towards the 
floor. He threw up about two fpoonfuls of the 
mixture he had taken, and immediately his hands 
hung down, and I perceived his head would fall 
too if I took away my hand. I told his fifter 
Betty he was dying, (he cried out and alarmed 
the family, and they alarmed the neighbours, who 
came running up to us. One of them would 
have taken him from me, faying I forrowed fo 
violently ; but I faid, " No, he fhall die in his 
father's arms, where I am fure he would choofe 
to die if he was capable of choofing." I accord- 
ingly kept him in my arms, and, while he was 
expiring, recommended his precious departing 
ibul into the hands of his gracious Saviour. 

Thus did I lofe, as to this world, my darling 
child J thus was the defire of my eyes taken from 
me at a ftroke ; fuddenly fnatched from my 
paternal embraces, painfully torn from my bleed- 
ing heart ! The killing image is ftill before me ; 
my imagination recalls the diftreffing fcene ! I 
ftill hear thy laft aiFedkionate words calling upon 
me to come to thee, and pronouncing bleffings 
upon me with thy expiring breath ! I ftill fee 
thee gafping in my arms, and refigning thy laft 
breath in thy father's bofom ! Farewell, my fon, 
mj fon 5 my dearly beloved John ! very pleafant 
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haft thou been unco me; thy love to me i 
wonderful, furpafSng the common inftances 1 
filial affeftion. I am diftreffed, I amexceedin] 
diftrefied for thee, my darling child! ' 
fhatt no more play around thy daddy, and i 
tain him with thy engaging and aft'cilioni 
prattle ! Thou Qialt no more be at a lofs J 
comparifons and numbers to exprefs the greatn 
of thy love to me ! I {hall no more 
fweet voice eagerly bleffing me, and when ( 
turning home, thou 



I fliall no more behold thee on this fide t 
grave, but I fhall fee thee again at that day- 
day of the glorious appearing of our Lord : 
Saviour the Lord Jefus Chrift, who ftiall chai _ 
our vile bodies, that they may be fafhioned like 
unto his glorious body, according to the mighty 
working whereby he is able to fubdue even all 
things unto himfelf. Till then, farewell, my 
beloved John ! Thou art engraven on the palms 
of my hands; yea, upon the table of my heart! 
I fliall go mourning to the grave for thee, my 
fon ! Farewell, my fweet babe, till we meet 
again in happier regions, beyond the reach of iln 
and forrow, pain and death ; farewell, 
meet again to part no more, 

" High in falvalion and (ht cILmts of blift, 
and join together — with the reft of our family,! 
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truft, through the goodnefs of God in Jefus 
Chrift — to blefs, and praife, and adore our gra- 
cious Redeemer for his unfpeakable goodnefs and 
mercy for ever and ever. 

The forrow of mind to which this event fub- 
jeded me, funk my fpirits fo very low, that the 
doStoi began to apprehend very much danger, 
and I was obliged to exert my utmoft refolution 
to furmount the affliSive impreflion ; yet I fuf- 
fered confiderably in my health on this occafion, 
and feel, or imagine I feel, the effefts of it to 
this day. Some perfons cenfured me pretty freely, 
as forrowing over much ; but it is an eafy thing 
to find fault. Different perfons have different 
feelings, and it had pleafed my Maker to endow 
me with very acute ones, efpecially with refpedl 
to my children. I murmured not at the divine 
difpenfation — I knew that God did all things well 
— but I could not divefl myfelf of the nature 
which he had given me 5 and whether my cen-- 
furers know or know it not, 

** Full well I know the twifted ftrings 
Of ardent hearts combined, 
When rent afunder, how they bleed, 
How hard to be refigned.'"' 

I may obferve here that I had wrote an elegy 
on the death of my daughter Mary, confifting of 
ninety-five verfes, with notes. Mr. John Wefley 
publifhed about one half of thefe verfes in the 
** Arminian Magazine,"* for, I think, February 

* My grandfather's memory has been a little at fault in 
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1778. I wrote alfo feveral copies of verfes at 
different times, and in different metres, on the 
death of my fon John. Thefe I mean to tran- 
fcribe, and put all together, and the reader may 
probably find them attached to thefe papers. 

In the end of the fummer of 1 786 I was made 
a commiffioner in a chancery law affair, refpeft- 
ing the eflate of my deceafed friend, Mr. John 
Broadley, of Rawfolds. I was called to a meet- 
ing on this account at Wakefield, where it was 
thought neceffary that I and the attorney who 
was employed in the affair — a Mr. L-m-top, 
Bradford — fliould proceed immediately to Sir 
George Robinfon's,* in Northamptonfhire, to 
obtain the fignature of a young woman who was 
concerned in the cafe, and who, at this time, 
redded in Sir George's family. This journey 
being unexpefted by me, I had provided no 
money but what I happened to have in my 
pocket, which amounted to three or four pounds, 
and knowing that travelling in the chaife would 
be very expenfive, I afked my companion if he 
was provided with fufficient cafh for the journey? 
He affured me he was, which made me remain 

this date. The ** Arminian Magazine,"' edited at firft by 
John Wefley, commenced with the beginning of the year 
1778. The poem here alluded to, which is printed com- 
plete at the end of the prefent volume, was inferted in the 
" Arminian Magazine* for February, 1779, vol. ii. p. 96. 
* Sir George Robinfon, Bart, was elected member for 
Northampton in 1774. His feat was at Crauford, near 
Kettering, in Northamptonshire. 
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eafy on that account. We accordingly hired a 
chaife, and proceeded on our journey, through 
Barnfley, Sheffield, Chefterlield, Mansfield, Not- 
tingham, Loughborough, Leicefter, and foon to 
the feat of Sir George Robinfon in Northampton- 
ihire. We found the, family gone from home 
on a party of pleafure, and the young woman 
we were in fearch of was gone along with them, 
and it appeared they were not expefted home 
again for fome weeks or months to come. We 
of courfe did not obtain the defign of our 
journey, but were obliged to return home again 
without our errand. 

As Sir George's feat was fituated about the 
midway between what is called the upper and 
lower roads to London, we concluded to crofs 
the country forwards to the lower road, and re- 
turn home again that way. We therefore ordered 
the poftilion to drive forwards to the next market- 
town, which was called Oundle. In this paflage 
my companion told me that he had expended all 
his ca(h, and had not as much left as would pay 
for our prefent paflage. I had fufpefted fomething 
of this nature before, as he had fpunged all my 
cafh from me, except five (hillings I had referved 
which he did not know of. I think I never felt 
fo chagrined and embarraflbd in my mind in all 
my life as I did upon this occafion. At a diftance 
of 140 or 150 miles from home, riding in a chaife 
and appearing and living like gentlemen, without 
money in our pockets, and unacquainted with a 
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fingic perfon in the country, was a moft morti- 
fying circumftancc indeed. I Icolded my com- 
panion moft feverely for the abfurdity and impru- 
dence of his condudt, efpecially as I had warned 
him of the circumftancc before we fet off from 
Wakefield. He kept his temper, however, and 
atfe^ed to laugh at my chagrin ; faid I was a 
young traveller, that he had been in worfe (itua- 
tions than this, and faid, " We will find Tome 
way to extricate ourfelves, I'll warrant you." 
We arrived at Oundle, and my companion imme- 
diately walked off into the town, defiring me to 
fit down in the inn till he returned. I waited, 
however, at the inn door all the time, under no 
fmall anxiety of mind, for fear he fliould defert 
me, and leave mc in the lurch. However, he 
foon returned, and produced calh to pay our fere 
and expenfes at the inn. We then hired the 
chaife to Wansford, where he paid the fare, and 
for a genteel dinner alfo. It feems he had pawned 
a pair of valuable knee-buckles for a prefent 
fupply, and fupplied their place with a pair of 
plain fteel ones j but his cafli again running low, 
he hired a feat in a ftage-coach that was pafling 
by, and I took one on the outfide, to Grantham, 
where we arrived in the evening. Here our 
finances were quite run out, except the two 
dormant half-crown pieces in my pocket, which 
I kept as a laft referve. I was therefore obliged, 
though very unwillingly, to pawn my watch for 
one guinea, which had coft me four guineas^ and 
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was a very good one, and a favourite, under a 
promife, however, from the perfon who had it, 
that he would return it again when we fent back 
the guinea, and one (hilling for intereft ; and my 
companion promifed pofitively that he both could 
and would obtain it for me again when we got 
home. However, I never faw it iince, although, 
I may note here, that I afterwards fent him a 
guinea and {billing to fulfil his promife, and get 
my watch again. However, I never heard more 
of it, and I loft this money too, as he never re- 
paid it me again ; but he lent me a pretty good 
watch of his own, which wanted fome little 
repairs, till he fhould obtain mine : this I never 
returned, and mean to retain it ftill, in lieu of my 
own. 
\ We hired places on the outfide the York ftage- 
coach, to Doncafter the next day, and fet ofF early 
\ in the morning. Soon after we fet out, a dog 
[ brought a hare acrofs the road, and killed her 
juft by us. The coachman alighted, and fecured 
pufs in the coach-box, and then drove on again. 
As there happened to be no infide paffengers, he 
permitted us to fit within the coach ; fo that this 
proved a cheap and an eafy ftage for us. We 
reached Doncafter in the afternoon, and inquired 
for fome of the diligences, to obtain a lift to 
Wakefield, but they were all gone. However, 
in returning over the bridge, we met with two 
chaife-boys returning with four empty chaife- 
horfes to Wakefield, two of which had faddles 
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upon them. We bargained with them for half- 
a-crown for a ride to Wakefield, which we 
reached after dark in the evening. My horfe 
was a very uneafy one, and I was much fatigued 
when I got to Wakefield, but after getting fome 
refrefhment, I was determined to walk home on 
foot that night. My partner was tired, and 
wifhed to ftay till morning. I told him I thought 
he had better, but that I could walk home well 
enough. He fwore he could walk home better 
than me, for he was but half as old ; and he was 
determined, if I walked home, he would too. I 
faid it was right, fo we fet off homewards late in 
the evening — perhaps nine or ten o'clock. By 
the time we were turned of Ardfley, he was 
taken ill of the belly-ache. He groaned and 
cried out bitterly, walked double-fold, and we 
could hardly get any forwards at all. It was 
near midnight, people all a-bed, and nobody 
ftirring, and I did not know what to do with 
him J but by-and-by a bailiff overtook us, upon 
a little galloway, with whom he was acquainted. 
He offered him to ride, and we helped him on ; 
he rode about two or three hundred yards, and 
then could bear to ride no farther. We helped 
him to difmount, and the bailiff was obliged to 
leave him upon my hands. I had a bad job of 
it, and feared I fhould have to ftay all night in 
the lanes with him ; however, I encouraged and 
haled him forwards as well as I could, till we 
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reached the firft public-houfe on this fide Tingle- 
moor turnpike-bar. Here he was fo ill, that he 
would have us try to gain admiflion and relief; 
we therefore (houted the landlord out of bed, 
who came in his fhirt and talked with us through 
the window. We told him our names and where 
we refided ; that the gentleman was taken ill on 
the road, which had thrown us late j that he 
wanted fomething warm to relieve him, for which 
he would pay, and we would leave the houfe 
again immediately. But in fpite of all we could 
fay, the fearful landlord would not open the door 
nor afford us any relief. My companion was 
chagrined and highly affronted, and almofl ready 
to weep, and threatened the man with profecution 
for refufing to relieve a gentleman taken badly on 
the road. But all would not do, and we were 
forced to proceed on our journey to Adwalton. 
We reached this place early in the morning, and 
by good fortune found the family up, they having 
been detained late with company the night before. 
We fat down by a good fire, called for a bowl of 
rum and milk, which I helped my fick companion 
to drink a part of, and then refumed my walk for 
home, which I reached before break of day, with 
my two half-crowns in my pocket, after the moft 
fatiguing journey, both of body and mind, that I 
ever experienced. Nine or ten years afterwards 
I received nine or ten pounds as a compenfation 
for the trouble and expenfe I was at on this 
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occafion, which did little, if anything, more 
than barely reimburfe me for the expenfe I was 
at out of my own pocket.* 

I have mentioned before that my daughter 
Betty went to reAde at Brook-houfes fome time 
before we removed to Birkenfhaw. About this 
time the old woman at Brook-houfes behaved 
remarkably ill, and did all (he could to prevent 
my children (for Sally was there alfo) from 
coming to fee me. I had wifhed to fee and 
fpeak with my daughter Betty, and had fent for 
her repeatedly in vain. I had to go to the balm- 
mill — which was juft by the houfe — from whence 
I fent a perfon to defire my daughter to ftep over 
to the mill and fpeak with me. She fent me 
word her grandmother would not fufFer her to 
come. Provoked at this, out of all patience, I 
went over myfelf in much warmth, determined 
to take her home with me, and in my way met 
with the old, religious, wicked woman. We fell 
out feverely, and I followed her to the door-ftones 
and ordered my daughter to gather up her clothes 
and come away immediately. She faid (he would 
as fpeedily as poflible. While (he was doing 
this, the old woman told her, that if (he would 
forfake and difown her father, and never look the 
way he was, or call him father again, (he was 
welcome to ftay there. To this wicked and 



* This narrative alfo is inferted here from the end oF 
tH» AnflPtnal nuintiicript of tlus autobiography. 
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{hamefiil propofal my girl anfwered, as it was 
her duty to do, that fhe would not. I told the 
old woman we had heard that fhe faid we had 
poifoned my lately deceafed child. She faid, 
** No, it was my great friend at Birkenfhaw that 
faid fo," meaning the perfon before alluded to. I 
took her (Betty) with me to the mill, and her 
fifter Sally followed us, and begged to go home 
with me too j elfe, fhe faid, they would never let 
her fee me. I therefore took them both home 
with me. All the clothes on Sally's back were, 
perhaps, not worth fifteen pence ; I therefore 
had new clothes to buy her, and I fent her to 
fchool with her fifler Betty. After fome time, 
my girls had to go to the mantua-maker at 
Height with fome new coats to make, and they 
afked my leave to call at Brook-houfes as they 
pafTed by, and afk the old people how they did. 
I gave them leave, and they called as they re- 
turned. The old woman detained Sally, although 
I had charged them not to flay, but to return 
home J and when Betty urged my order, and her 
fear of my being angry, fhe faid fhe might tell 
her father that fhe could not fpare Sally yet, and 
he mufl let her flay awhile there. I ordered 
Betty to tell her when fhe faw her again, that I 
had no objeftion to any of my children going to 
fee them, or flaying with them awhile, lefs or 
more, provided they did not abufe me to my 
children, nor attempt to alienate their afFeftion 
from me, nor hinder them from coming to fee 
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me when I or they defired. This laft article they 
complied with pretty well afterwards, becaufe 
they were otherwife afraid of a difagreeable vifit 
from me again ; but they continued to abufe me 
to my children behind my back, with as much 
virulence as ever. They had not liberality enough 
to fend Sally to any genteel place of education ; 
fhe was only fent occafionally to the petty fchools 
in the neighbourhood, and even there, for the 
moft part, I had her fchool-wage to pay myfelf. 
She was kept great part of her time immured in 
a chamber, fpinning worfted, fecluded from all 
company but that of a few neighbouring cottagers 
and themfelves, from whom (he could never learn 
one liberal fentiment. Hence, the child was left 
very deficient in her manners and education, from 
the fordid avarice of her grandparents. However, 
fhe refided with them from this time till her 
marriage. Betty dwelt with me a confiderable 
time after this, and I fent her to fchool to learn 
writing and accounts. At length her grandmother 
happened to be without a fervant again, and, wifh- 
ing to engage Betty to fupply the place of one, 
at a cheap rate, as (he had done before, fhe 
therefore encouraged her to go live with them. 
Betty was perfuaded, and obtaining my confent, 
fhe went and refided with them from this time 
till her marriage alfo. However, fhe found her 
fituation very difagreeable ; fhe was obliged to do 
all their drudgery work, and was fubjedted to the 
difagreeable neceifity of hearing her father abufed 
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in the moft illiberal manner every time he was 
named ; and as (he had a tender affection for her 
father, this circumftance hurt her filial feelings 
not a little. She was almoft reduced to a fkeleton, 
and 1 was much afraid fhe was haftening into a 
decline, and had thought of taking her home 
again immediately, when fhe was relieved from 
her painful fituation by marriage. 

I fent Tommy to fchool all the time he was 
with me at Birkenfhaw. I put him apprentice 
to MefTrs. John and George Nicholfon (father 
and fon), bookfellers, flationers, and printers, at 
Bradford, in March, 1787, for five years, ending 
March, 1792. I note, his grandfather advanced 
twenty pounds for him on this occafion, which 
was required as a premium by his maflers. I 
take notice next, that my fecond wife during this 
period bore me the following additional children, 
at the following places, and in the following 
order : — 

Martha Wright, my fourth daughter and 
eighth child (the firfl by my fecond marriage), 
was born on Tuefday, the 28th day of January, 
1783, a quarter pafl two o'clock in the afternoon, 
one year, twelve weeks, and one day after our 
marriage, and five years and a half after the birth 
of my fon William, in Cleckheaton-upper-lane, 
under the roof with Jonathan Kitfon's. She was 
baptized by the Rev. John CrofTe, the prefent 
(1797) vicar of Bradford Church, at the Old 
White Chapel, in the north, on the 4th day of 
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April, 1783. Sponfors, its father, mother, and 
grandmother Pinder y alfo Mrs. Elizabeth Wil- 
kinfon and the clerk were prefent. 

Ann Wright, my fifth daughter and ninth 
child (the fecond by my fecond marriage), was 
born at Birkenfhaw, on Monday, the 27th day of 
June, 1785, a quarter paft one o'clock in the 
morning, two years, twenty-one weeks, and three 
days after the birth of her After Martha. She 
was baptized by the Rev. Mr. Reuben Ogden, 
at the parifh church of Birftall, on Saturday, 
July the 30th, 1 785. Sponfors, its father, mother, 
and Mary Davifon. The clerk was Jo. Shaw. 

Benjamin Wright, my fifth fon and tenth 
child (the third by my fecond marriage), was 
born at Birkenfhaw alfo, on Thurfday, the 20th 
day of September, 1787, half-an-hour after one 
o'clock in the afternoon, two years, twelve 
weeks, and one day after the birth of his fitter 
Ann. He was baptized by the Rev. Mr. Reuben 
Ogden, at the parifh church of Birftall, on Friday, 
the 23rd day of November, 1787. Sponfors, 
its father, mother, and grandfather Thomas 
Pinder. Jo. Shaw, clerk. 

Hannah Wright, my fixth daughter and 
eleventh child (the fourth by my fecond marriage), 
was born at Birkenfhaw alfo, on Friday, the 25th 
day of June, 1790, twenty-five minutes after four 
o'clock in the morning," two years, thirty-nine 
weeks, and four days after the birth of her 
brother Benjamin. She was baptized by the * 
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Rey« Mr. Reuben Ogden, at the parifh church 
of Birftall, on Thurfday, the 22nd day of July, 
1790. Sponfors, her mother, her aunt Hannah 
Pinder, and her uncle William Finder. Jo. 
Shaw, clerk. 

John Wright, my fecond fon of that name, 
my fixth fon and twelfth child (the fifth by my 
fecond marriage), was born at Birkenfhaw alfo, 
on Saturday, the 21ft day of September, 1793, 
half-an-hour after five o'clock in the morning, 
three years, three months, and three days after 
the birth of his fifler Hannah. He was baptized 
by the Rev. Mr. Rueben Ogden (Jo. Shaw, 
clerk), at the parifh church of BirflaU, on Tuef- 
day, the 22nd day of 06tober, 1793. Sponfors, 
his uncles Thomas Brooke and John Finder, 
and his aunt Hannah Finder. N.B. Ann Finder, 
my wife's fifler, was married to Thomas Brooke, 
of Birflall, joiner, the fame day. 

Joseph Wright, my feventh fon and thir- 
teenth child (the fixth by my fecond marriage), 
was born at Birkenfhaw alfo, on Friday, the 10th 
day of June, 1796, at half-an-hour after three 
o'clock in the afternoon, two years, thirty-feven 
weeks, and four days after the birth of his brother 
John. He was baptized by the Rev. Mr. Rueben 
Ogden (Jo. Shaw, clerk), at the parifh church 
of Birflall, on Tuefday, the 27th day of Septem- 
ber, 1796. Sponfors, his father, mother, and 
John Walker of Toftfhaw-moor-fide. 

It is fomewhat fmgular, that the preceding fix 
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children were born precifely in the fame order 
that my firft wife bore her firft fix children, viz., 
the two firft births girls j the third, a boy ; the 
fourth, a girl 5 the fifth and fixth, boys ; which 
is one boy fhort of my firft wife's number. 

In my account of John I have mentioned a 
remarkable thunder-ftorm which happened on 
Leeds' fair-day, at night, July the loth, 1783.* 
I will juft notice the circumftances that fell under 
my obfervation on that occafion. The fummer 
had been unufually hot and fultry, and the air 
appeared to be uncommonly charged with fulphu- 
reous vapours, and we had received repeated in- 
telligence in the public papers of deftruSive 
earthquakes having happened in Italy and the 
adjacent countries. The ftorm came on from 
the north-weft, about ten o'clock in the evening. 
A diftant rumbling of the thunder was heard for 
fome time before, but it approached us faft, and 
we were foon furrounded by the loudeft and moft 
tremendous peals and crafties of thunder I ever 
heard, and involved in almoft perpetual flaflies of 
the moft vivid lightning I ever faw. The fcene 



* The month of July in the year 1783 is memorable 
for the terrible ftorms which traverfed almoft every part of 
our ifland, doing incalculable mifchief. Many people were 
killed, and there was a great deftru61ion of cattle and of 
other kinds of property. Accounts of the efFe6is of thefe 
ftorms in many parts of the country, are given in the 
** Gentleman's Magazine," for this month and the month 
following, vol. liii. pp. 621, 707. It was the year of the 
great earthquake in Calabria. 
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was truly awful and alarming indeed, and ac- 
cordingly, moft of the neighbours were terribly 
alarmed, efpecially the women, fome of whom 
were nearly frightened into fits. Indeed, none 
who were awake could avoid being awed, except 
a fet of drunken fellows in the neighbouring ale- 
houfe, who feemed infenfible of the tremendous 
fcene, and who were, perhaps, incapable, in their 
prefent condition at leaft, of being alarmed even 
with a view of hell itfelf. There was one perfon 

there, however (a T s R s, a butcher 

from Gomerfal) whom the ftorm caught fober, 
though in the habit of being frequently drunk, 
in which fituation he was remarkable for an 
overbearing, rude, and profane behaviour. This 
perfon appeared the greatlieft alarmed I ever faw. 
He came to me, as I ftood before my own door 
obferving the ftorm, apparently under the greateft 
agitation of mind, and afked me, weeping and 
greatly trembling, " Tommy, do you think it is 
the laft day ? " I faid, " No, it is a dreadful 
ftorm of thunder and lightning; are you af- 
frighted ? " He faid, " Yes j but I am not fo 
much afraid of the thunder as I am afraid of 
being killed, becaufe I am not fit to die." I 
told him that was a very fufficient caufe for fear, 
and recommended to him to acknowledge his fin 
to God, and beg his pardon. He ftepped into 
the public-houfe, and kneeling down by a table 
— utterly regardlefs of the taunts of the drunken 
company — wept and prayed very heartily. Yet, 
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(alas! for the weaknefs of human refolutions,) I 
fbon after faw him in the fame houfe, drunken, 
and profanely fwearing at a great rate. I gently 
reminded him of his fright in the thunder-ftorm ; 
he blufhed, was afhamed, and acknowledged the 
impropriety of his condu£^. He is long fince 
gone into the unfeen world. I watched till about 
three o'clock in the morning, and obferved the 
progrefs of the ftorm as accurately as I could. 
None of the flaihes feemed to come very near us 
but one, when the flafli and report were exadly 
together. It burft from a low cloud, apparent^ 
forty or fifty yards from us, with a horrid crafh, 
and took a dire£lion down the caufeway, about 
a yard and a half above it. It ran in a zigzag 
form, or that of acute angles, and appeared to 
me for the moment fomething like a ftream of 
the moft glowing melted metal, iffuing from the 
furnace. John Green, a' neighbour, who ftood 
by me at the time, faid he faw it burft from the 
cloud, and that it appeared to him like a globe 
of glowing fire. He would have it that it hurt 
one of his eyes, of which he did not fee perfeftly 
for fome time afterwards. If it was fo, it muft 
have proceeded from the ftrong glare of the 
lightning from being fo near us — perhaps ten or 
twelve yards diftant. The report of the thunder 
fhook the houfes to the very foundation. There 
were three principal ftorms at the fame time : 
one fouth-eaft, over the top of Birftall from us ; 
another towards Cleckheaton, fouth-weft; and 



THOMAS WRIGHT. 199 

a third, north, towards Bradford and Bingley. 
Xhefe played againft each other for feveral hours, 
flafh for flaih, and roar for roar, like batteries of 
cannon. The intermingled flafhes fucceeded 
each other fo rapidly, that it was impoflible to 
diftinguifh to which Rafh each clap of thunder 
belonged. The whole hemifphere appeared like 
a glowing oven, except in the very fhort intervals 
of pitchy darknefs \ and I could fee the diftant 
Derbyfhire hills through a blue fulphureous 
medium, conftituted by the almoft conftant glare 
of the ftreaming lightning. The ftorm abated 
as the morning approached, and by three o'clock 
it had nearly fubfided altogether. 

Upon the whole ; — the dreadful rattling of the 
rolling thunder, and the frightful flafhes of the 
darting lightning ; the burning glare of the 
glowing hemifphere, contrafted with the fhort 
intervals of black, pitchy, midnight darknefs; 
the fhaking of the houfes and windows at every 
repeated clap of thunder ; and the furious dafli- 
ing of the rufhing rain ; the folemn hour of the 
night, and the general affright and conflernation 
of the neighbours, contributed, all together, to 
render it one of the mofl awful and alarming 
fcenes I had ever beheld. 

I tranfcribe the following defcription of a 
thunder-florm from Mr. Thomfon's" Summer," 
V. 1 128, &c. 

" TJs liftening fear, and dumb amazement ail, 
When to the ftartled eye the fudden glance 
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Appears far loath, enipdve through the cloud ; 
Altai toUowing flower, in exploiion vaft. 
The thunder railes his tremendous voice. 
At fini, heard Ibleinn o*er the verge of heaven. 
The temped growb \ but as it nearer comes. 
And rolls it^ awtul burden on the wind. 
The lightnings flath a larger curve, and more 
The noiie aliounds : till over head a flieet 
Of livid flame dilclofes wide \ then fliuts 
And opens wider ; fliuts and opens ftill 
Ezpanlive, wrapping ether in a blaze. 
Follows the looienM aggravated roar. 
Enlarging, deepening, mingling \ peal on peal 
Crufli'd horrible, convulfing heaven and earth. 
Down comes a deluge of fonorous hail. 
Or prone-defcending rain. Wide rent, the clouds 
Pour a whole flood ; and yet, its flame unquench'd, 
Th* unconquerable lightning ftru^gles through. 
Ragged and fierce, or in red whining balls. 
And flres the mountains with redoubled rage. 
Black from the fl-roke, above, the fmouldering pine 
Stands a fad fhatter'd trunk ; and fbretchM below, 
A lifelefs group the blafted cattle lie.*' 

I will next relate another incident that fell 
under my obfervation during this period. The 
cafe was this. A William Seeker, a poor man 
who lived in a cottage in a valley called Cotterf- 
dale,* about a mile below Drighlington,t and who 
had a wife and a number of fmall children, was 
found dead one winter's morning in the fields, 



* Cotterfdale, now called Cockerfdalc, is a valley which 
lies about a mile to the north of Driglington and Giider- 
fome Chapelry, and is about five miles call of Bradford, in 
the direftion of Tong. 

f Driglington, a draggling village, in the pari(h of 
Birftall, is five miles fouth-eaft of Bradford. It is chiefly 
famous as a mining and coal di(lri6l, and contains 4,274 
inhabitants. 
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laid on his back upon the fnow, by the fide of 
a fmall brook, in a valley that lies between Tong 
and Drighlington, about fifteen or twenty yards 
from a footpath that pafles between the two 
villages. No outward wound was found upon 
him when he was difcovered, except that a moufe 
or fome other fmall vermin appeared to have been 
upon his face in the night, and to have gnawed the 
fkin of his forehead a little in two or three places. 
He was conveyed home, and I was called to be 
upon the jury at the coroner's inqueft. The pre- 
ceding evening to his being found was a remark- 
ably ftormy one ; it had fnowed violently all the 
afternoon, and continued to do fo moft part of the 
night, attended with a very ftrong eafterly wind, 
and extremely cold, which rendered it very in- 
commodious and uncomfortable to fuch as were 
expofed to the inclemency of the weather. It 
appeared that Seeker had called, when it was far 
in the evening, at a Michael Jilfon's, a public- 
houfe in Adwalton,* where he got a pint of ale, 
over which he fat, to warm himfelf, during the 
ftorm, for fome time. That, being a clothier by 



. * Aldwalton is in a flourifhing diftri^l, on the high- 
road from Bradford to Wakefield, and is about five miles 
ibuth-eaft from Bradford. In 1643 a fanguinary battle 
was fought here between the royaiill army, under the 
Duke ot Newcaftle, and the parliamentary forces, under 
Sir Thomas Fairfax, in which the latter were defeated, in 
confequence of which Bradford was befieged and taken by 
the royalifts. The place is generally called Atherton in 
the neighbourhood. 
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trade, he had a very fmall fadge of wool with him, 
in a fheet or poke ; that he departed from thence 
at a late hour, to go diredly home, during the 
fury of the ftorm, and faid to Mr. Jilfon, when 
he fet off, ** I will now go hpme and give them 
a duft," meaning his wife and one Snowden, 
whom he expelled to find together ; and that 
this was the laft place where any one would own 
he was feen alive, being found dead early the 
next morning. He was diftin6lly traced through 
the fnow down the footpath to his own door, as 
near as the intermingled footfteps of the neigh- 
bours would admit. He, or feme other perforiy was 
then traced back again over the laft ftile he had 
come over in returning home ; the perfon then 
left the footpath on the left hand, and proceeded 
at random through the fields and hedges, where 
there was no path, till he arrived over againft a 
place called Sha-field,* perhaps a mile from 
Seeker's houfe ; he then turned through a bufhy 
place to the right, down the hill-fide towards 
Tong, and had left the aforefaid fmall parcel of 
wool hung in one of the hedges. He then pro- 
ceeded to the place where poor Seeker's body was 
found laid upon its back in the fnow, by the fide of 
the brook before mentioned. It appeared that the 
returning track was fprinkled with blood all the 

* Shafield, now called Shawfield, is a (hort diftance from 
Tong, in the direaion of Weftgate Hill, or Wiflcet Hill ; 
and is not far from the Bradford and Wakefield highroad. 
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way from Seeker's houfe to where his body was 
found. This circumftance we (the jury) at- 
tempted to account for from the bleeding of his 
legs, being found with the ftockings down, and 
the legs appearing much fcratched in paiUng 
through the hedges. This being admitted, to- 
gether with the circumftance of only one man's 
footfteps appearing in the track, led me and the 
reft of the jury, for want of better attention, 
into what I have always confidered fmce as a 
miftaken verdift, of accidental death ; for after- 
wards, when I came to think more clofely on 
the circumftances, I was fully convinced that 
foul play had been (hown to the poor man. A 
neighbour who was on the jury alfo (Mr. James 
Wilkinfon), to whom I communicated my fuf- 
picions, and my reafons for them, thought exa£kly 
the fame with me, and feemed once almoft deter- 
mined to have the body taken out of the grave 
for re-examination, but this dropped. The fol- 
lowing are my reafons for my faid fufpicions : — 
There was a man who was a widower, named 
John Snowden, who dwelt in a cottage adjoining 
to Seeker. The neighbours had long and very 
jnuch fufpe6led that a criminal correfpondence 
was carried on between Seeker's wife and this 
fellow ; Seeker himfelf was jealous, and it had 
already produced feveral quarrels between the 
parties. As Seeker was unreturned at fo late an 
hour, his wife and her gallant might conclude he 
would not return that night, efpecially as the 
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night was fo very ftormy ; coming therefore un- 
expectedly, he might probably furprife them to- 
gether. It is natural to imagine a furious quarrel 
would enfue, and the adulterer, by a blow with 
a ftick, a poker, or the like, might kill the 
hufband (whether dejignedly^ or by a cafual blow 
in his own defence, God knoweth). Seeker 
being dead, the guilty pair would next confult 
how to difpofe of the body, in order to conceal 
the real caufe of his death ; when Snowden, being 
a ftrong-built, middle-fized man, might eaiily 
take the corpfe on his back, with the legs over 
his (houlders, and the head hanging down behind ; 
the wife would faften the little fadge of wool 
about his neck, and he would proceed on the 
returning track (leaving the little fadge in one of 
the hedges by the way, as though Seeker had 
dropped it himfelf), to the place where the body 
was found, and after having dropped it, go the 
few remaining yards down the (hallow brook, 
without ftepping in the fnow till he reached the 
footpath which led him back home, and where 
his footfteps would be mingled with thofe of 
other paflengers, and almoft obliterated before 
morning by the falling fnow. By this difpofitior^ 
of the body and fadge, they might fuppofe that 
people would be led to conclude that Seeker 
himfelf had wandered from his own houfe in the 
ftorm, and periflied in the fnow ; and for want 
of accurate attention in the jury, their expefta- 
tions were but too well verified. I went with 
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my fellows of the jury to view the body ; the 
other jurors took a flight view of it as it lay 
upon the floor, and then withdrew. I flayed 
behind and looked at it more carefully. I ob- 
fcrved that the hollow of the right ear flood full 
of blood, which drained from the cavity of the 
ear, and had trickled plentifully down into his 
hair, as the body lay upon its back upon the floor. 
This circumftance evidently denoted violence, 
and we ought, by all means, to have procured a 
furgeon to have examined the head very accu- 
rately. Seeker's flioe ought alfo to have been 
compared with the imprefllion in the fnow ; but 
both thefe circumftances were overlooked. It 
is well known that a fmart blow on the back of 
the ear will break the jugular vein without break- 
ing the (kin, which, by inundating the brain with 
blood, is known to be inftant death. This was 
probably the cafe with poor Seeker, and accounts 
for the blood in his ear at this time, as well as 
for the blood that was fprinkled through the re- 
turning track to where his body was found; and 
it was obferved that no blood was feen in Seeker's 
track from Adwalton to his own houfe. His 
dockings being down and his legs fcratched, is 
eafily accounted for from the man's holding him 
on his fliouldefs by the legs, and pafling through 
fb many hedges with him in that pofition ; befldes, 
blood was found in xS\t firji field, before any hedge 
was pafled, and could not therefore proceed from 
the fcratching of his legs ; and it was utterly 
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improbable that, after he had gained the comfort- 
able (belter of his own houfe, on fuch a dreadful 
night, and at fo late an hour, he fbould come out 
again immediately, encumbered, too, with the 
fadge, without any reafon, to wander fome miles 
through the pathlefs fields and hedges during the 
fury of the ftorm, and at lafl lie him down to 
die in the (how. All thefe circumftances put 
together, ftrongly corroborate the fufpicion that 
Snowden had killed him, and difpofed of the body 
as aforefaid. We fent for the man to examine 
him at the public-houfe where the inquefl was 
held, and though he would confefs nothing to 
criminate himfelf, yet the ftrongeft marks of 
guilt and confufion appeared in his countenance. 
Soon after Seeker's death he married the widow, 
in fpite of common decency and the confirming 
afpeft it bore upon his fufpefted guilt. They 
removed to Batley,* or its neighbourhood, where, 
frequently quarrelling, the wife was heard to j 
threaten him with hanging (for fome fecret fault 
of his (he was acquainted with), if he did not 
amend his behaviour ; a further proof of the 
reality of his guilt. 

Poor Seeker's cafe was truly pitiable. To 
come home to his refl from toiling abroad for 
the fupport of his family ; to be knocked on the 

• Batley, nine miles to the fouth-eaft of Bradford, is a 
very ancient town. Of late years it has grown fafter than 
any other place in Yorkfhire, chiefly on account of its trade 
in fhoddy, and blanketings, and cloth. 
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head by an adulterous rafcal, in his own houfe, 
in the prefence, and perhaps with the ailiftance, 
of his guilty wife, and amidft his innocent fleep- 
ing children, was very deplorable indeed. The 
man is fince gone — gone into the unfeen world 5 
where (if he did not fincerely repent of his 
wickednefs in this), he will be certain to meet 
with his deferved punifhment. 

I have related this affair fo circumftantially, to 
make fome amends for my inattention at the time, 
and as it may poffibly happen to prevent a like 
overfight on fome future fimilar occaiion. 

I return to my family. My eldeft daughter, 
Betty, was married to Jofeph Greenwood, tobac- 
conift, in Lower-head-row, Leeds, fon of Thomas 
Greenwood, farmer, of Cleckheaton, at St. Peter's 
Church, in Leeds, by the Rev. Mr. Fawcett, on 
Sunday, the 25th day of December, 1789, in the 
twenty-fecond year of her age. 

William Birkhead Greenwood, her firft fur- 
viving child and eldeft fon, was born on Wednef- 
day, the 2nd day of September, 1791, four 
minutes paft nine o'clock at night. He was 
baptized on Tuefday, the 29th day of September, 
1 79 1. William Birkhead Greenwood died the 
24th day of April, 1793, ten minutes paft twelve 
o'clock at noon, and was buried on the 27th, in 
St. John's Churchyard, Leeds, 1793, aged one 
year and a half, three weeks, and one day. His 
days were few, and full of forrow, he was greatly 
affli6led from his birth to his death, and gave 
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occafion for his mamma to exhibit a very eminent 
degree of maternal tendernefs and afFe^on to- 
wards him during his ftay. He now refts in 
peace, and will be found again by his feeling, 
aflPe^ionate parents in that day. 

Thomas Greenwood, her fecond furviving 
child, and fecond fon, was born on Sunday, the 
1 2th day of May, 1793, eleven minutes before 
hve o'clock in the afternoon. He was baptized 
on Thurfday, the 30th day of the fame month. 

Lydia Greenwood, her third furviving child 
and firft daughter, was born on Friday, the 9th 
day of Oftober, 1795, at fix o'clock in the 
morning. She was baptized on Friday, the 30th 
day of the fame month. 

Befides thefe, fhe has had three mifcarriages, 
and appears at prefent near the birth of her feventh 
child. Betty was always a feeling, afledlionate 
child towards her father ; and, I doubt not, will 
make a feeling, aiFedlionate wife to her hufband, 
and mother to her children. They are fettled in 
a pretty way of bufinefs, with (I hope) a pro- 
mifing profpeft before them. May every needful 
bleffing from their heavenly Father refl upon 
them and their offspring, to the latefl generation. 

Sally, my third daughter, and fourth child, 
was married to Timothy Greenwood, furgeon 
and apothecary, of Cleckheaton, fon of Benjamin 
Greenwood, clothier, of the fame place, on Mon- 
day, the 17th day of June, 1793, by the Rev. 
Mr. Rueben Ogden, at the parifh church of 
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Birftall, in the twenty-firft year of her age. Jo. 
Shaw, clerk. 

John Brook Greenwood, her fir ft child and 
firft fon, was born at Cleckheaton, on Friday, 
March the 14th, 1794, about eleven o'clock in 
the forenoon. He was baptized by the Rev. 
Mr. James Dawfon. 

Mary Ann Greenwood, her fecond child and 
firft daughter, was born at Brook-houfes, on 
Monday, the 9th day of May, 1796, about eight 
o'clock in the evening. She was baptized by 
the Rev. Mr. John Ralph, the minifter of the 
Independent Congregation at Cleckheaton, on 
Wednefday, the 9th day of June, 1796. 

They fettled firft at Cleckheaton. They after- 
wards removed to Bradford, and then back again 
to Brook-houfes, where they remain at prefent. 
Sally behaves kindly and refpeftfuUy to her father, 
and her hufband is pofTefled of a promifing bufi- 
nefs, and feems to be particularly efteemed in 
that branch of it which concerns the women. 
May every neceffary bleffing from their heavenly 
Father reft upon them and their offspring to the 
lateft pofterity ! 

Thomas, my third child and firft fon, was put 
apprentice to Meffrs. Nicholfons of Bradford 
(as has been obferved before), at the age of fix- 
teen, with whom he remained till he attained the 
twenty-firft year of his age. With thefe people 
he acquired a pretty good knowledge of his 
bufinefs, but fome unfortunate circumftances 
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attended him in this place, which proved 
happy occafion of his being afterwards unfa 
and cruelly deprived, by the machit 
confiderate, interefted, malicious, and evil-dipofeil 
perfons, of nearly the whole of his expe£l:ed 
property at Brook-houfes. I will endeavour to 
give a fair and candid account of this matter, 
without partiality to my own child, on one fide, 
or prejudice againft thofe whom I confidcr as his 
and my enemies, on the other. 

Mr, S.Nicholfon, my boy's matter's youngeft 
Ton, was pofTeffed of a confiderable (hare of good 
fenfe, and had a good hand at his bufinefs ; but 
artected to live and appear in a higher ftyle than 
his means would allow ; and this, of courfe, led 
him into pecuniary embarraflments ; and on this 
account he was on bad terms with his father, who 
greatly difapproved of his condu£l in this refpefl. 
He wifhed his father to take him in as a partner 
and allow him a (hare of the profits of his trade; 
this the old man utterly refufed, for the aforefaid 
reafon ; he therefore left him in difguft, and fet 
up a (hop for himfelf in New Street, which he 
furniftied with a very fcanty (tock, as his ftrait- 
ened circumltances would allow. Being defirous 
of availing himfelf of my fon's alfiftance, and 
having gained an afcendancy over his mind, he 
encouraged a (hynefs between his old mafter and 
him i and by reprefenting to him that he was 
much better able to finilh his in((rui!Aio 
bufinefs than his father was (which « 
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true), he perfuaded him to leave his old matter 
and dwell with him, which he accordingly did 
during a fmall part of the concluiion of his ap- 
prenticefliip. Mr. S. Nicholfon, however, find- 
ing that his (hop would not anfwer his purpofe, 
and (as it appeared afterwards) having a defign 
to marry and remove elfewhere, took the follow- 
ing meafures to fupplyhimfelf with money through 
the medium of my fon. Being acquainted with 
Tommy's expeftations at Brook-houfes, he took 
occafion to commence an acquaintance with the 
family, by means of vifits made along with my 
(on, &c., and having a genteel appearance, and 
infinuating addrefs, he foon recommended himfelf 
to the notice and good opinion of old Mrs. Birk- 
head, the chief conduftor of the family affairs. 
He then artfully propofed that Tommy, upon the 
conclufion of his apprenticefliip, fhould purchafe 
his ftock at a valuation, and he would give up 
his fhop and cuftom to him, which would afford 
him a fine opportunity of beginning bufinefs, 
with a good profpe£i: of advantage. He had the 
addrefs to bring the old woman into his fcheme, 
and to engage her confent and promife to raife 
the money neceffary for this purpofe, and my boy 
entered eagerly into the projeft, with all the in- 
cautious truft and fanguine expectation incident 
to youth and inexperience. It is to be obferved, 
that fuch was the inveterate prejudice which 
Mrs. Birkhead had entertained againft me, that 
Che ftriftly forbade the parties to inform me oU 
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or confult me at all upon, the occafion, 
wiftied mt to know nothing of or have any hat 
in the matter ; hence, whatever degree of pri^ 
or blame attaches to the tranfaflion, they f 
it all among themfelves, as I had no hand \ 
it. However, my fon had acquainted i 
the affair, and from the fir ft I apprehei 
a good deal of danger in the cafe, and warof 
him repeatedly to take the uimoft care that \ 
was not impofed upon, as I myfelf had been n 
long before, in a fomewhat fimilar cafe t 
However, Tommy's implicit confidence 
Nicholfon's integrity,* and the fanguine expe£l 
tions of youth, rendered my cautions void. 

• Samuel Nicholfon was the yoimgell of John Nichflj 
fon's three Tons. The eldeft fon, Georee, was a verr "• 
markable man, ani] may be cotifitlerea as having almtdt 
worked a revolution in the publilhing trade. After remain- 
ing fomeyfars at Manchefter, he went to Ludlow in Shrop- 
fliire, and efiabliftled himfelf at the beautiful hamlet of 
Poughnil In 1799, near that town, where he continued for 
fome years to publifh books, which were remarkable for 
their good tafte and good printing, and which had a large 
cireulatlon. My father either accompanied or followed 
liim into Shropihire, which was the caufe of the editor 
of the prefent volume being a native of that county inftead 
of a Yorkftiireman, Mr. Nicholfon w-as his own compiler 
and editor, and his own traveller ; and he performed the 
latter talk almoft always on foot. His "Cambrian Tra- 
veller's Guide," firft publiflied in iBo!, but much enlarged 
and improved in a fecood edition in 1S1 3, is ftiU the heft 
work we have on Wales. My father had the greateft 
perfonal eftctm and refpeft for George Nicholibn, and 
their friendfhip continued till the death of the latter in 
1815. He had left Poughnil before the publication of th« 
fccond edition of the " Cambrian Traveller's Guide," and 
eftabliflied himfelf at Stourport, 00 the river Severn, wl 
he died. 
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bargain was made, the price of the ftock fettled 
(at much more than it was worth, as I believe 
my boy never made one half of the money of it 
which it coft), the fliop was given up, Tommy 
took pofleflion of the premifes, and the old 
woman paid a part of the purchafe-money. In 
the meantime S. Nicholfon got married and re- 
moved to Manchefter, where, being needy, he 
fent frequent and preffing letters for the payment 
of what remained. Mrs. Birkhead wifhing, I 
fuppofe, to raife the money without the know- 
ledge of the old man, found fome difficulty in 
doing this as fpeedily as S. Nicholfon's needs 
required ; and as he had taken the precaution of 
taking fecurity for the money, he proceeded at 
laft to fend a threatening letter. This dunning 
(o irritated and difgufted her, that fhe began to 
view the whole affair in a different light, and, by 
the laft circumftance in particular, Mr. Nichol- 
fon entirely forfeited her good opinion. How- 
ever, the money was at laft paid, and that was all 
Mr. Nicholfon either wanted or cared for. My 
fon paid a very high rent for the premifes he occu- 
pied, and, as he had but a fcanty ftock, and of 
courfe fmall cuftom, it was eafy to forefee that, 
except he could increafe his ftock, it would do 
nothing for him. 

I take notice here, that the money advanced 
by Mrs. Birkhead for Mr. Nicholfon on this 
occafion (which was 120/. or 140/., I know not 
which), was not given to my fon, but lent in the 
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firft inftance, to Jofeph Greenwood, of Leeds, 
who had married his fifter, who gave his note 
for it to Wiiliam Birkhead, and my fon gave 
jol'eph Greenwood his bond for it for his fecunl 
till the note was cancelled, I never approved 
the fchcme my fon had adopted, but had 
rather he had gone out as a journeym; 
fome time, gained a more perfefl knowledge of 
his bufmefs, and waited the event of thi 
people's death j a circumftance which wa: 
likely to be long ere it took place. In this 
of things old Mrs. Birkhead died fuddenly in 
month of April, 1 796. This event roufed 
perfon who had expeflations from the old people, 
and immediately introduced a lawfuit between 
the parties. I will endeavour to give as juft, 
impartial, and difpaflionate an account of this 
difagreeable, unjuD, and unhappy affair, as I am 
able ; but before I proceed, I flop to notice, that 
the old woman i'leA fuddenly , as might have been 
CKpe£led from exifting circumftances ; that flie 
died in her feventy-fixth year, and was buried In 
the fame grave with her hufband's younger bro- 
ther Tommy, in Cleckheaton Chapel-yard, and 
had afterwards— as is ufual with the party — the 
parade of a funeral fermon preached for her. It 
was curious to obferve upon this occafion, how 
a perfon who had ruined the peace of my family, 
alienated the affections of my wife from me, 
connived at her vicious weaknefles, and induced 
her to behave with the utmoft difrefpeft and im- 
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propriety towards her hufband to the last moment 
of her life ; who had uniformly and invariably to 
the laft, as occafions oft'ered, faid and done all 
that lay in her power, to inftill a bad opinion of 
their father into the minds of my own children, 
to deprive me of their filial affection, and detach 
them from their duty; who had — for anything 
that appeared to the contrary — carried her im- 
placable malice and refentment againft me to the 
grave ; and who had, with the help of her coun- 
fellors and afliftants— except fhe herfelf was im- 
pofed upon by thefe, of which I have a ftrong 
fufpicion, the affair is fo atrocious and unnatural 
— difpofed of the old man's property contrary to 
his mind, as evidently appeared from what he 
himfelf repeatedly faid afterwards, and contrary 
to her own folemn promife to me in her lifetime ; 
and who had, by this condud^, done the greateft 
injury to fome of her own offspring, and given 
occafion for the moft implacable animofity to 
arife between the parties, who were near rela- 
tions, immediately fprung from her own family, 
and which malice and animofity will probably be 
tranfmitted to future generations ; when an equit- 
able difpofal of the property, as juftice required, 
might have preferved and induced a fpirit of 
Chriilian love and unity amongft the different 
branches of the family ; — I fay it was curious to 
obferve (for me, at leaft) on this occafion how, 
by the peculiar addrefs and dexterity of the 
preacher, fuch a perfon as this could be meta- 
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morphofed into an eminent faint and a mothei 
KracI ! The pmchcr did not deal fairly with I 
auditory on this occaJion ; he only gave them d 
bri^t parts of the pi^ure, extremely heightei 
in the colouring. He ought to have 
Ihaxles lifo^ and io prefented them with a pern 
whole. If he was not prepared for this partfl 
his fubjeci, there were perfons prefent who 
eafily have fupplied him with genuine materid 
His hcareis then might have been able to h^f 
formed a juA and conclufive judgment upon d 
fubjea. 

I' uneral fermons are, of late years, become; 
common in this part of the country, amongd d 
Methodifts and fome of the different difl'entii 
parties, that they fecm to be confidercd as a 
fdry appendage to the exit of every faint — fo cal 
— in the neighbourhood; and one may as 
expect one of thefe funeral harangues upon t 
death of every member of the different parties, 
as one may expect to hear confejjions cried about 
the ftreets upon the execution of every felon at 
Tyburn. Religious pride may, perhaps, be as 
predominant amongft profeflbrs, at prefent, as it 
was formerly amongft the ancient Pharifees. I 
remember, the perfon whofe funeral fermon has 
given occafion for these reflexions, was fo terri- 
bly chagrined that her youngeft brother was con- 
figned to the grave without this badge of religious 
honour being attached to his memory, that flie 
exclaimed in an agony of difappointed pride. 
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^* Died my brother as a fool dieth ! '* It was 
evident from the import of her exclamation, 
that it was the want of the fuppofed honour ^ rather 
than the ufefulnefs of the circumftance, which 
her pride fo feelingly regretted. Indeed, thefe 
difcourfes, as they have been generally managed, 
have been ftufFed with fo much fulfome pane- 
gyric on the deceafed, as to render them ex- 
tremely difgufting to every fenfible hearer j and 
were fome of thefe flattering funeral efFufions 
to be printed, one might well addrefs the author 
in the language of the poet on a fimilar occa- 
fion — 

** Sir, in your funeral talk I*m grievM, 
So very much is faid ,* 
One half" will never be believed, 
The other never read." 

Indeed, a preacher may be frequently led into a 
very unpleafant and difagreeable fituation in this 
refped, if he be not fully acquainted with the 
whole charafter himfelf which he has to fpeak to. 
He generally receives a flattering and exaggerated 
account from fome party-man — friend or relative 
— of the virtues and piety of the deceafed, with- 
out one word being faid of their failings ; hence 
he is led to give a very partial^ if not a very 
falfe^ reprefentation of the cafe, which may tend 
to hurt his own charafter as to his veracity or 
prudence J in the judgment of thofe who knew 
the perfon better, and may do material mifchief 
to fome of his fimpler heaiers, who may well be 
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fuppofcd ID argue in this manner : " To be fui: 
if my neighbour can be eAeemed fo great a fu 
by thefc eminent prot'efiors (who, to be fur 
mull be capital judges of the nature of Chr^ 
iantiy), notwiih (landing / knmi he or (he has M 
dulged (o the lad fomc evil dirpofitions and e 
prances, verv cuntrary to thejpirit and i/ufy J 
a Chriflian, 1 need not, then, be over ai 
to mortify fome of my own evil propenftti' 
pradices, which ftick very clofe to me, but whid 
1 am fure, arc of a lefs bbmeable nature t 
thofc of my neighbour. It feems I may indu) 
them to the laft with the utmoft fafety, as ^ 
as he or ihe did, and remain a good Chrlfti 
ftill, even in the judgment of thefe great ■ 
pious preachers, and go to heaven at laft for J 
that." So, pollibly, nay, very probably, i 
fome of his hearers argue, to the great hazard 
of unhappy confequences. A preacher ought, 
therefore, to be Jii/h acquainted with the u/ha!t 
charafler and conduit of the perfoii of whom he 
is fpeaking himjelf; or, otherwife, be fully and 
fairly informed of it by fome candid perfon able 
to give that information, before he ventures to 
give fo high and heavenly a character before a 
whole congregation of a (inful mortal he knows 
little or nothing about. He ought alfo to be 
entirely uninfluenced by party-prejudice, or any 
other finifter motive in this cafe; but, indeed, 
the whole affair of funeral praife is of fo tickUfli 
and delicate a nature, that 1 think it is much 
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better let alone altogether j except, perhaps, in 
fome very exempt cafes. This is my private 
opinion ; however, I blame nobody for thinking 
otherwife. It is certain, thefe funeral adulations 
are nothing to the dead. No ; 

** Can ftoried urn or animated buft 

Back to its manflon call the fleeting breath ? 
Can honour^ s voice provoke the filent duft, 
Or flattery foothe the dull cold ear of death ?" 

No, it may ferve to foothe the pride and vanity 
of fome furviving relative or party-pro feffor, but 
can anfwer no valuable purpofe that I can con- 
ceive. The words with which (I am told) a late 
refpe£lable minifter in this neighbourhood ufed 
to addrefs his hearers on thefe occafions, are, I 
think, very fuitable and very fenfible : " Friends 
and brethren, whatever you have obferved in this 
perfon's condudl and converfation agreeable with 
the fpirit and praSiice of Chriftianity, be fure you 
carefully endeavour to imitate ; whatever you 
have feen of a contrary nature, be fure you care- 
fully endeavour to avoid,'' This, I think, is 
enough in confcience to be faid for any man, and 
I am glad to hear that fome of the more judicious 
preachers in the neighbourhood are laying afide 
the aforefaid pracStice of funeral panegyric, and, 
as the relations of the deceafed will, for the 
moft part, infift on the ufual honour of a funeral 
fermon for their deceafed friend, they give them 
a good edifying difcourfe on the occafion, faying 
nothing, or as little as may be, concerning the 
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dead. For my part, I (hould be utterly afhamed 
to have the whole of my condu£^ expofed before 
a crowded audience, and fo (I fuppofe) might 
the beji and greateft faint amongft any of the 
religious parties in the country ; and fhould any 
perfon pick out a few of mine or any other 
perfon*s beft aftions, or what may be efteemed 
fuch, and exhibit them as forming our charader 
before a great congregation, I ihould think it a 
very partial, unfair, and unjuft mode of proceed- 
ing. I am concerned (though perhaps not fo 
much as I ought to be) to fecure the approbation 
of my Maker. I defire alfo to behave in fuch a 
manner that the good and worthy part of my 
neighbours and acquaintance may be able to 
think and fpeak of me and my condud with 
complaifance and general approbation after I am 
gone. As for the ignorant, the uncandid, the 
malicious, and the cenforious, I am altogether 
unconcerned at anything they may think or fay 
concerning me. It is enough for me that my 
allwife, good, and gracious Maker is perfe£Uy 
acquainted with me, my propenAties, my anions, 
and all my concerns ; that he knows how to 
reftify his own work, when it is got out of order ; 
that his goodnefs will certainly difpofe him to 
do this ; and his wifdom and power will enable 
him to accomplifh it in his own time and in his 
own manner, and I can, with the moft pleafing 
confidence, '* caft my care upon Him, believing 
that he careth for me,*' and can fay to furvivors. 
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in the language of the poet, with refpefl: to the 
foregoing fubjefi — 

** No farther feek my merits to difclofe, 

Or draw ray frailties from their dread abode, 
(There they alike in trembling hope repofe) 
The bofom of my Father and my God." 

I return to the beginning of the family conteft 
before mentioned. Timothy Greenwood and his 
family, upon the death of the old woman, were 
left fettled at Brook-houfes, fo that the old man, 
with the houfe and farm, came more immediately 

- under his care and management. The old woman 
had, before her death, dictated to one Thomas 
Exley, who had taken it down in writing, how 
fhe would have fuch and fuch parts of the houfe- 
hold furniture, bedding, filver-plate, linen, &c., 
difpofed of amongft the grandchildren immedi- 
ately after her death, though fhe had no right to 
do this without her hufband's confent. With this 
divifion of perfonal property, Timothy Green- 
wood and his wife were not fatisfied, as believing 
fhe had not left them their fair ihare. It was 
known that the old man had made a will, or 
rather, that the old woman and her accomplices 
had made a will for him. It appeared from exift- 
ing circumftances, that Jofeph Greenwood and 
William Birkby knew in general — if they had 
not a hand in the will-making — that the will was 

' very much in their favour j hence they became 
extremely interefted to fecure its validity, and 
exceffively jealous of Timothy Greenwood, for 
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fear he {hould, as they faid, perfuade the old 
to make a new will. However, as the old 
was bell acquainted and fatisfied with my daughl 
SiHy, as the had been brought up with thenii 
Timothy Greenwood and his fomily were fettled 
at Brook-houfes, and it was agreed (hat he fliould 
have eighteen (hillings a week allowed for the 
care and maintenance of the old man, as long as 
he lived. I was pleafed with this circumftance, 
as hoping it would prevent litigation among the 
parties, at leaft^ during the old man's life ; but 
i was miftaken. The mutual hatred and jealoufy 
of the parties foon found and gave occafion for 
frefh dilturbances. 

There was a field of grafs to be fold, belong- 
ing to the farm, and as Timothy Greenwood 
kept a cow and a galloway, he wiflied to purchafe 
the grafs himfelf, efpecially as it lay fo convenient 
for him. Jofeph Greenwood objetSed to this, 
except he bought it in bidding among others at a 
public au^ion. Whether Jofeph Greenwood 
was actuated on this occafion by a fear that if 
Timothy Greenwood bought it he either could 
not or would not pay for it — or by a fear that he 
(hould get it for Ufi than it was worth— or by a 
principle of mere iU-will and oppa/iilon, is beft 
known to himfelf. The two parties were own 
brother's children, had married two awn fifters, 
and of courfe were nearly related in blood, and 
a fhare of the property of the grafs in queftion 
belonged to Timothy Greenwood as one of the 
nerfons interefted in the eCtate. To raife, there- 
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fore, a contention for a trifle of two or three 
guineas at moft, which proved the caufe of intro- 
ducing contention and mifchief between the 
parties much foonen^^thz^^ than it would other- 
wife have taken place, was very imprudent^ to 
fay the leaft of it. Well, a day was appointed, 
and the grafs put up to be fold by aud^ion ; and 
on this occafion Jofeph Greenwood himfelf be- 
came a bidder, and bid fo high a price for it as 
Timothy Greenwood thought was much more 
than it was worth, and was much piqued at the 
condudt of his kinfman on this occafion, as fup- 
pofing it proceeded from mere oppofition and ill- 
will to him. However, Jofeph was the buyer, 
but was tied to have it mowed by fuch a day, or 
the bargain to be void. The weather proved 
unfettled, the day came, the grafs was uncut, and 
the bargain forfeited. Timothy Greenwood now 
got a neighbour to value the grafs, bargained for 
it with the old man, gave him half-a-guinea 
earneft, and took pofleflion of it immediately. 
This proceeding irritated Jofeph Greenwood and 
his party, and they talked of applying to the 
chancellor immediately, to appoint a guardian 
for the old man, in order to get rid of Timothy 
Greenwood. The conteft being thus commenced, 
I one day received the following letter: — 

" Mr. Thomas Wright, Birkenfliaw. 

« Sir, 

*' This is to defire the favour that you will call 
upon your fon-in-law, Mr. Timothy Greenwood, 
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to-morrow forenoon, and come tomyhoufejand, 
as it is on a particular occafion, I wilfa for no 
other perfon with you. 

I am, Sir, yours to command, 

Thomas Exiey. 

Spen, Thurfday noon." 

I immediately conceived that he wanted me 
on fome occafion of the prefent difference, and 
as I wiftied to meddle as little between them as 
poflible, I called upon Thomas Exley the next 
morning, without taking Timothy Greenwood 
with me. I told him that I fhould be pleaTed to 
fay or do anything that lay in my power to pro- 
mote peace and quietnefs between the families, 
but that as I flood nearly and equally related to 
both parties, I wiftied not to take, or feem to 
take, any decifive part with either againft the 
other (except I difcovered unfair and utijuft 
defigns in the conduft of either of the parties), 
that I might, if poffible, avoid giving any /(// 
occafion of offence on either fide. That "for 
this reafon I had not called upon or brought 
Timothy Greenwood with me, and wifhed to be 
excufed from taking any part in the affair. 
Thomas Exley, however, pleaded that his defign 
was to promote peace on this occafion, and 
prefled me pretty much to go over to Timothy 
Greenwood and bring him with me. Accord- 
ingly, in my return from my circuit in the 
evening, I called upon Timothy Greenwood, 
and he walked with me over to Thomas Exiey's. 
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I note, that before we left Brook-houfes, old 
William Birkhead faid, " Doftor, how happens 
it that Thomas Exley does not come down ? I 
want to fee my will, and to hear it read, that I 
may right what is wrong in it," or words to that 
purpofe. Timothy Greenwood replied, '* I am 
juft going over to his houfe, and will tell him 
what you fay." The old man faid, " Do." In 
our way thither, Timothy Greenwood told me 
that, perceiving Jofeph Greenwood and his party 
were doing all they could to rid him from the 
place, he had, for his own fecurity, prevailed on 
the old man to make him a leafe of the place, 
together with a right to receive all the old man's 
rents and profits to maintain him on during his 
life, and the obligation to ceafe at the old man's 
death ; and that he had alfo made him a deed of 
gift for, I think, part of the houfehold furniture. 
I told him, I hoped he had done nothing to injure 
any other perfon concerned in the affair. He 
aflured me he had not. We proceeded to Thomas 
Exley's, whom he alfo acquainted with what he had 
done, at which he feemed pretty much alarmed, 
and told us in return, that he and his colleagues 
had determined to apply to the Lord Chancellor 
to appoint a guardian for the old man. Before 
we left the houfe, Timothy Greenwood delivered 
William Birkhead's meflage, to which Thomas 
Exley replied, '* William Birkhead fhall neither 
fee nor hear his will read, nor fhall it go out of 
my houfe while William Birkhead liveth." They 
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came to no agreement in their propofals, zi 
departed. 

About this time, a friendly acquaintail 
mine became acquainted (by JntbrmattOQ 
Thomas Exley) with the principal difpolali 
rained in the paper which was called W 
Birkhead's will. Thefe circumftances he 
municated to me, and they were faid to 
follows : " The Lower Brook-houfes to W 
Birkby's youngeft fon William and his ha 
ever, fubje£t to a legacy to be paid out til 
his elder brother, or fome of his fifters. i 
in Cleckheaton-upper-lane, and fome cotU 
Heaton-gate to William Birkby's eldefl fon 
and his heirs for ever. A fmall cftate in lai 
boufes at Heckmondwike, of 15/. per aiini 
my eldeft daughter Betty, wife of Jofeph C 
wood, and her heirs for ever. The annu, 
life of another eftate in land, at the fame 
of 15/. per annum alfo, to my younger dai 
Sally, wife of Timothy Greenwood, and ! 
death, to her children and their heirs for 
An aniiuily for life of 13'. loi. out of the 1 
Brook-houfes eftate, to my eldeft fon To 
and the eftate itfelf was left, at my fon's 1 
to Jofeph Greenwood's children." The 
was let at this time for 21/. per annum, 
truftees were empowered to borrow 1 5< 
a mortgage upon the farm, and the interefl 
paid out of the rents arifing from the plao 
to accumulate for a portion for William Ei 
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jroungeft daughter j my fon only to receive the 
remainder of the rent for life, namely, 13/. ioj. 
It appeared afterwards, that the will-maker had 
taken peculiar care to exclude my fon from ever 
coming into poffejfton of the eftate, in order efFe£^- 
ually to debar him from ever making any further 
.advantage of his miferable donation, by felling 
the wood or coal, or advancing the rent upon the 
expiration of the leafe. But the truftees were 
to receive the rents, and pay him his pitiful 
pittance half-yearly, as a pauper receives his 
monthly allowance at the hands of a pariih-officer. 
As foon as I became acquainted with this difpo- 
fidon of the old man's property, I faw at once 
into the real motives and defigns of the feveral 
parties concerned in the affair. I knew very 
well that Jofeph Greenwood had from the com- 
mencement of his connexion with the family, 
been very afliduous in currying favour with old 
Miftrefs Birkhead and her chief confidant and 
counfellor Thomas Exley. Exley was poor, and 
full of religious pride and prejudice ; Mrs. Birk- 
head alfo had her full quantum of thefe lafl quali- 
ties, to which fhe added a moil difgufting degree 
of mean family pride and felf-importance, fordid 
avarice, and the moft perverfe and unremitting 
malice, that ever I experienced, or that ever fell 
under my obfervation. Jofeph Greenwood ap- 
plied, with a good deal of addrefs, to their par- 
ticular foibles, and by means of fuitable prefents 
and flatteries, well-timed and circumftanced, and 
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profcllions and appearances at the time of 
management and fuccefs in his bufinefs, fucd 
in obtaining their confidence and good opii 
a very high degree. I did not think 
this circumfVance at the time, as I conceii 
to be Jofeph Greenwood's defign toe 
the undue influence of William Birkby's 
ajid prevent them getting mare than their< 
ftiarc (and one penny /tyj I never wiflied tl 
have). In this light, therefore, I thougl 
policy commendable. But, alas ! as it 
afterwards, I was quite miftaken in my fu 
It was not, it feemed, to guard againft any 
praflices of William Birkby's femily thi 
maniEUvres of Jofeph Greenwood and his 
ants were direfled : no, but againft my poi 
good-natured boy, — the eldeft male brai 
the family, and the eldeft and only furvf 
brother whom Jofeph Greenwood's wife had 
alive by the fame mother ; and who, notw 
ftanding fome blameable indifcretions whicj 
was drawn into almoft in his childhi 
under very mitigating circumftances, whii 
dered him altogether as much an obje<£l 
as blame ; and whofe after condu£t to thi 
has abundantly proved that they were moi 
refult of thefe unhappy circumftances, thj 
natural propenfity to the crimes themfeb 
fay, who, notw ith ftanding thefe accidental'] 
ings, had always been remarkable for thi 
fraternal affection to his After, and the 
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Elial love to his father ; whofe moral conduA 
wzs at this time unblameable, and who had, by 
mere dint of exertion, carefulnefs, and induftry, 
obtained a refpe£lable acquaintance, and eftab- 
liflied himfelf in a promifing little bufinefs, with 
Giirer profpeAs before him if he could have had 
that property which he had a right to exped, to 
affift him. I fay it was againft this brother their 
ungenerous attempts were dire^ed, to under- 
mine and fubvert him in the old people's afFedion 
and good opinion, to deprive him of his fair 
Ihare in their property, to turn him and any 
family he might have out to poverty and ruin, 
and obtain what ought to have been his portion, 
for Jofeph Greenwood's and William Birkby's 
children. 

But I return to take notice, that William 
Birkhead immediately after his wife's death, 
began to exprefs great uneafinefs of mind on 
account of the paper which was called his will, 
and which was in Thomas Exley's, the will- 
maker's, keeping, becaufe^ he faid, he had not done 
jujiice to Tommy Wright's children. He defired, 
therefore, earneftly to hear it read, that he might 
rectify what was amifs ; but this reafonable re- 
queft was utterly refufed him by Thomas Exley. 
The old man continued to be very uneafy for 
many days, and to exprefs an eager defire to alter 
the will, and do right to my children, till at 
length it engaged the attention of his attendants, 
relations, and neighbours, and a meeting was 
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cilled of rnml refpcflible perfbns in the 
bnurhijcid, to queftion the old matt and jiu!^ f^ 
his intellects. The perlbm czlleil in were Mcfit. 
Richard and Thomas Brooke, and the Ref. 
Mr. John Ralph, of Clcckheaton, Mr. VVillian 
Williamfon, of Snclfons,* and Mr, — Sytes, 
fiirgeon, of (jomcrlall. It was agreed that Mi. 
Sykes (hould queftion the old man, and he afked 
him, " Are you not fatisfied with your will ; " 
He anfwered, "No, I am not.'*' He afked 
again, " How do you defire to alter it r " He 
anfwercd, " i would leave this lower Brook- 
houfcs to Tommy Wright (meaning my (od); 
you know he is my eldefl daughter's fon, and 
has the greateft right to it." It was obfervcd 
that it was fenfibtv anfwered, and a good reaJbii 
given for it. He then aflted him, " How would 
you leave the reft of your eftaCc ? " He feid, 
"There is a woman in the chamber (meaning 
my daughter Betty), and Tommy Exley, who 
know how I would leave the reft." At this 
juncture an impertinent fellow (Ohadiah Bn 
came into the room, and with matchlefs im] 
dcnce, (houted out, " William, do not alter 
will ; your will is right ; it is agreeable both 
my fifter's mind and yours, and you will mi 
it worfe if you alter it," &c. This ftunned 
old man, and he walked out of the 



" Snclfon* IB an eftate near Clcckheaton, o _ 
o Low Moor. The railway to Bradford paffes neat iM| 
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could not be prevailed upon to come amongft 
them again. Mr, Richard Brooke ftepped up to 
Obadiah Brooke, and blamed him much for the 

rudenefs and impropriety of his interpofition. 
He toid him they were not come there to exert 
any unfair influence upon the old man's mind, 
but to learn, if poffible, what was his rtal mind 
and will, uninfluenced and unperfuaded by any 
perfon ; and that, therefore, he thought his ad- 
drefs to William Birkhead very unfair, and very 
blameable. He churlifhly anfwered, that he 
^ould not be hindered from feeing his brother, 
and faying what he pleafed to him. This broke 
up the meeting, and it was propofed to meet 
again the following Monday, if required. How- 
ever, this was never put in execution. 

Obadiah Brooke's conduit on this occafion 
was certainly very wrong and very cenfurable. 
In the firft place, it was very impertinent, as he 
was not called upon in the affair, neither had he 
any bufmefs or concern in the matter. In the 
next place, it appeared to be very maliciiius to 
fome of my children, efpecially to my fon ; as it 
was plain, from what he faid, that he knrui the 
contents of the will, elfe how (hould he be able 
to fay whether it was right or wrong? He tnuji, 
therefore, be acquainted with the fliameful in- 
juftice done to my fon in that paper i and my 
boy may, therefore, juftly confider him as one of 
his greateft enemies on this occafion, as he faid 
and did all that lay in his power to ellablilh the 
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auiheniiciiy of that villainous paper which de- 
prived him of what ought to have been his pro- 
perty, and to prevent William Birkhead from 
redlifying what he had been perfuaded by mali- 
cious and interefted perfons to do amifs, which 
his csnfclenre told him was ivrong, and which he 
repeatedly declared he had done wrongs and which 
he manifcfted, not only a wUlingntfi^ but the 
wfl/? anxious defire to rectify; and which (there 
are people who believe) he would have re£tificd at 
this time, if it had not been for Obadiah Brooke's 
wicked interpofition. I wi(h my children there- 
fore to take notice that as Mrs. Birkhead hated 
me, with a perfeif hatred to the day of her death, 
fo did (he alfo diQike all my children, in fo far as 
they were related or fhe thought them to bear 
any fimilarity in their father. I wifli them to 
note alfo, that moft of her neareft relations, by 
her own family fide, are more or lefs inimical 
both to me and to every branch of my family, 
where fome particular intercft does not i 
vene, and to beware of them accordingly. 

It now began to be rumoured that Williaj 
Birkhead had made another will, under the tm 
fluence of Timothy Greenwood- Timothy Greel 
wood's opponents had induftrioufly reported 1 
through the country, that the deed of gift befoB 
mentioned, conveyed all the old man's propera 
to him, and deprived all the reft of the grar 
* -•'itir fair (hares. This report, thougj 
generally believed in the neigU 
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bourhood, and operated much to the prejudice of 
Timothy Greenwood's charafter ; and although 
the making of another will proved to a demonf- 
tration the falfity of this report (becaufe, if he 
had made all he had away by a deed of gift before^ 
he could not poiEbly devife it to any other perfon 
afterwards by a will), yet they encouraged a 
fimilar report on this occafion ; namely, that 
Timothy Greenwood had perfuaded the old man 
to leave him all or moji of what he had, in this 
will, to the prejudice of the other parties. This 
report alfo was generally believed by his already- 
prejudiced neighbours, to the further detriment 
of his charadler, till the real contents of this will 
were afterwards brought to light. Jofeph Green- 
wood and his aflbciates adted with much what 
the fame policy in this cafe, as Mr. Pope's 
** Wife of Bath," and might juftly have adopted 
her language on this occafion — 

** I, like a dog, could bite as well as whine, 

AxiAfirft complainM whene'er the fault was mine." 

When I heard of this report I afked Timothy 
Greenwood if it was true ? He faid it was, but 
declared that the old man had done it of his own 
mind, and didtated the whole himfelf, without 
any unfair influence. Mr. Lambert, the attorney 
who wrote the will, declared the fame. The 
other party afferted the contrary, and believed, 
or aflFedled to believe, it to be Timothy Green- 
wood's will, and that it was framed by and under 
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his influence. However, be this as it may, I 
believe it to be a real fadt, that the old man was 
as liable to ie, and ailually was, as unfairly dealt , 
with in framing the lirft (efpecially the 
mifchief-making codicil), as he poflibly could h 
in framing the fecond will, as it was well know) 
that his memory had failed very much for } 
before the date of the hrll will ; and though ^ 
fecond will was much too partial to TimotUJ 
Greenwood, yet, upon the whole, it did i 
jufticc to al! the parties concerned than the i 
will, with the annexed codicil, did. I : 
Timothy Greenwood how the old man's propert 
was difpofed off in the fecond will ? and he (i 
it was as follows; "The Lower Brook-1- 
free from ail incumbrances, to Timothy Green 
wood and his heirs for ever, befides loo/. in cal 
out of the perfonal eftate. The Upper Brool 
houfes (or Mortimer's Farm) to my eldeft i 
Tommy and his heirs for ever, free from all ii 
cumbrances alfo. To young W. Birkby and h 
heirs for ever, the 15/. a year eftate : 
mondwike, which Timothy Greenwood had li 
in the firft will, free alfo, in lieu of the Low 
Brook-houfes. The other 15/. a year eft; 
the fame place, free from incumbrances alfo, I 
Jofeph Greenwood and his heirs for ever, a 
100/. in cafli, befides, out of the perfonal eft; 
in addition to what he had received before. 1 
.knve Heaton, and the cottages at Heatoi 
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money equally amongft William Birkby's daugh- 
ters." I was not pleafed with this difpofal, 
becaufe, in the firft place, it did not correfpond 
with the old man's foregoing declaration, namely, 
that he wiflied to leave the Lower Brook-houfes 
to my fon Tommy; and, in the fecond place, 
becaufe, by being fo partial to Timothy Green- 
wood, it afforded too plaufible a pretext for other 
people to furmife that he ufed unfair influence 
upon the old man, and would look worfe in a 
court of juftice. Had the Lower Brook-houfes 
been left to my Ton Tommy, chargeable with the 
legacy of 200/. to John Birkby, and the field 
and cottages in Heaton to John Birkby alfo ; 
the Upper Brook-houfes to William Birkby 
junior, chargeable with the 150/. legacy to his 
youngeft filler; the two cftates at Heckmond- 
wike to my daughters Betty and Sally, free from 
all ties and incumbrances, and the money they 
had already received ; and the ready cafh in the 
perfonal eftate amongft William Birkby's daugh- 
ters, it would have been a pretty fair and equal 
divifion. However, as William Birkby had re- 
ceived (as the old man conftantly and repeatedly 
aflerted) near loco/. from Brook-houfes — which 
was much more than all my family had received 
put together — though the laft will was partial to 
Sally with refpeiS to my other children, yet, 
everything fairly confidered, William Birkby's 
family got their full and fair ihare even by this 
will; and though it was not as I could have 
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willied it to be, yet, as it did more juftice by Ui 

to all the parties concerned than the firft 
did, for this reafon I wi(hed it to ftand mu( 
rather than the other. 

Jofeph Greenwood and his party now applii 
to the Chancellor to appoint a guardian fc 
William Birkhead, and in confequence of thi 
application, a jury of eighteen perfons were fui 
moned to examine the old man, and judge 
his intelleiSls. Thefe met at the farther Black 
Bull, near Birftall church, where they gave i 
verdi(^ of lunacy againft him. That William 
Birkhead's memory had become very deficient, 
which it had been for fome years back, fo that he 
could not recoUcfl any of his former acquaintance, 
except thofe who were conftantly converf 
about him, was a matter of faift ; however, 
had a good general knowledge of his propel 
and, as far as his memory would ferve hii 
underftanding appeared to be very good. Hi 
was no more lunatic, in the proper fenfe of the 
word, than thofe who brought the verdi6t againft 
him, nor, I think, could any fenfible perfon who 
had candidly obferved him, have the leaft doubt 
but that with a little hnmjl afliftance to his 
memory from any unprejudiced perfon who was 
willing that equal juftice ftiould be done to till 
the parties concerned, the old man was very com- 
petent to have made a juft and equitable difpofal 
of his property. 

"as now expcfled that a guardian would 
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be appointed for the old man immediately, by 
the Court of Chancery; but thiswas delayed, and 
the old man died before any fuch event took 
place. William Birkhead died on the 3rd day 
of March, 1797, being about one hundred years 
old. Upon this occafion the two parties made 
hafte to deliver in the refpeftive wills to the 
fpiritual court at York, in order to their approval. 
However, the affair hung in fufpenfe in this court 
till Jofeph Greenwood and his party profecuted 
the matter at common law, and brought on a 
trial at the autumn aiEzes for York, 1797. It 
appeared that, from fome overfight of Jofeph 
Greenwood's attorney, they were likely to be 
nonfuited; an accommodation was therefore 
propofed, and the parties agreed to refer it to the 
fole decifion of Samuel Buck, Efq., the recorder 
of Leeds. This gentleman afterwards made a 
very unfair decifion (in my judgment), eftablifh- 
ing the firft will, with the unjuft codicil, in its 
full extent. By this decifion my fon loft nearly 
the whole of what ought to have been his pro- 
perty. He afterwards fold his trifling annuity of 
13/. 105. for one hundred and eight guineas. 

The attorney, D n, and Jofeph Greenwood 

had aflured my fon when they perfuaded him to 
fign his name to fend up to the chancellor, that 
it would not conftitute him a party ^ or make him 
liable as fuch, to pay any part of the expenfe 
that might be incurred in the affair. I had told 
him the contrary, and repeatedly and earneftly 



238 JUTOBIOGkAPHT OF 

delircd him not to join or give his countenani 
or atlillance to a fet of fellows whofe chief u 
apparenr defign was to deprive himfelf of I 
fortune, and leave him a beggar ; as well 
avoid the odium of fuch abfurd condu6l, as d 
further pecuniary inconvenience it would pr 
bably fubjeft him to in the event. Howevi 
fuch was the afcendancy they had gained ov 
his mind, that they appeared to be able to pe 
fuade him to do anything, however contrary 
his own intereJl or difgraceful to his intellefl 
He accordingly conftantly followed their advic 
and ncglefled mine. However, the attorn 
carefully watched the moment when he had p 
ceived the purchafe-money of his annuity, ai 
immediately fent him a charge of 33/. as I 
fliare, or part of his fhare, of the law expenlt 
as a parly concerned in a conteft that had b« 
commenced and carried on (by the party to who 
ht himfilf lent all the afliftance in his powet 
from 'Cnc file motive of obtaining and fecurii 
that very eftate for another man's children, which 
in all equity and juftice ought to have been his 
own property, which property he had the moj} 
urgent occafion for at the prefent time, and the 
want of which property was likely to reduce him 
to the moft pinching diftrefs, and fubjeii: all the 
future fcenes of his life to difficulties and incon- 
veniences. The attorneys conduft on this occa- 
n gave the lie to his former declaration, namely, 
\ ligning his name to addrefs ' 
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chancellor would not conftitute him a party, and 
that he would never be aiked for any part of the 
law-expenfes ; but fuch condu£t as this is not, 
in general, to be wondered at in men of this pro- 
feilion. One hardly knows which to wonder at 
moft, the ungenerous, unfair, and difingenuous 
condu£^ of this party towards an irrefolute, yield- 
ing, eafy- tempered, inexperienced youth, or the 
great imbecility of mind manifefted by my boy 
on this occafion. However, he was fo much 
chagrined at the unexpe£ted charge, that he de- 
clared he would lie in a jail before he would pay 
a penny of the money; or otherwife, abandon 
his country to avoid that inconvenience ; and he 
had actually made confiderable preparations for, 
and was on the point of putting this laft refolve 
into execution, when he was perfuaded by me 
and fome others of his friendly acquaintance to 
fettle himfelf, and follow his bufinefs as ufual, at 
all hazards ; and it appeared afterwards that the 
. attorney had been perfuaded by fomebody not to 
urge his claim, at leaft for the prefent. Here 
the affair refts, and if it happen that the attorney 
can get paid elfewhere, it is likely he may never 
renew his claim upon my fon ; if not, it is pro- 
bable, it may ftill fubje£t him to future trouble 
and inconvenience. 

Jofeph Greenwood had repeatedly declared in 
my hearing, that if the difpofition of William 
Birkhead's will — with which he was^ or pretended 
to bfy unacquainted at the time — had left to his 
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children the eftate which ought to have been left 
to my fon, as it was reported it had done, that, 
in that cafe, he would make my Ton all the 
amends in his power. What he might have con- 
fidered as proper amenils, or what kind or degree 
of amends he might have conferred, if the power 
of compenfation had remained in his hands, I 
am not able to fay. I had always thought him 
in a profperous way of bufinefs ; he had taken 
in a partner the laft year, and about this time 
they became bankrupt. Jofeph Greenwood at- 
tributed very much blame to his partner on this 
occafion, and faid it was the unfalrnefi of his 
conduit that fubjeiSed him to very much lofs, 
and brought on the bankruptcy. However, this 
affair entirely difabled him (at leaft, for the pre- 
fent) from making any recompenfe to my boy 
for the deprivation of his expefled property, in 
favour of his children, as aforefaid, Jofeph 
Greenwood made a demand upon William Birk- 
head's truftees for money out of the Brook- 
houfes eftate, to pay the !aw-expenfes incurred 
in the late conteft. With this demand 1 undcr- 
ftand they were not very ready to comply ; i 
it is faid that the affignees of the bankrupt 
declare they will fue the truftees if they 1 
refufe to advance the money; in which t 
is faid, the truftees have declared they wi 
up their truft into the hands of the chancellor 
and in this cafe, it is faid a noted counfel in t 
law has declared, that the whole eftate woi 
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be expended. Here the affair hangs for the 
prefent, and if the aJIignees ftiould put their 
threat in execution, I fuppofe they could recover 
no more, at moft, than what might be deemed 
Jofeph Greenwood's equal (hare of the expenfes 
as Bne of the party ; and if my fun was confidered 
as another of the party, he might ftill be liable 
to pay his full ftiare of the expenfe incurred in 
this deteftable aftair, or otherwife take the trouble 
and expenfe upon himfelf— if this may be feafihle 
— of forcing payment from the Brook-houfes 
eftate. 

Such injurious and unpleafing confequences 
attend the want of proper attention to paternal 
admonition. I therefore wifli all my family to 
take notice of the circumftance, that they may 
profit thereby if ever it fliould fo happen that 
any of them hereafter (hould be brought into 
any fimilar circumftances. 

I have now brought the hiftorical Iketch of 
myfelf and my family down to the prefent time. 
It remains only to take notice, that my daughter 
Betty, during this interval, bore her fourth living 
child, a daughter, at Leeds. Mary Ann Green- 
wood was born in Lower-head- row, Leeds, on 
Monday, the 12th day of June, 1797. 

I will now endeavour to give a ftiort account 
of the important family at Brook-houfes, I mean 
of the rank and charaflers of the families they 
e fprung from. 
Villiam Birkhead, grandfather of my firi 
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wife, dwelt, it fecms, at Street-fide, near Dudley- 
hill,* and followed the trade of making coarfe 
white cloth. It does not appear that he was 

pofleffed of any real eftate, but ranked as one of 
the lower order of tradefmeri in the middle ranks 
of people. As to his rehgion, he was a Difi"enter 
of the Prefbyterian perfuafion, and attended divioe 
worflup at the old Diffcnting Chapel,t Bradford. 



* Sireet-fide is m old name in the ne[gbbourhoad of 
Birkenlbaw. The high-road from Wakefield to Bradford, 
alter paOiDg Blrkenlhaw, leadft over one of the highctt 
hills in the neighbourhood of Bradford, called Well-gate 
hiil. A little farther on towards Bradibrd, a clufter of 
houfes are named Street-Gdc, from time immemorial. At 
the diftance of about a mile, a thickly Inhabited diftria in 
the borough of Bradford is called Dudley Hill. Within 
the memory of many now living, the road from Birkeo- 
Ihaw to Bradford hod only a fevr &rm-houfes on each fide, 
where now may be feen a population confiflingof chouiands 
ef the labouring elalTei^. 

+ This Diflenting Chaiwl, Bradford, was the old build- 
ing (iill ftatiJing in Chapel-lane. This Preibyterian place 
of worihip was bulk about the year 1717, but it is probahlt 
that there was a diflenting place of worihip in Chapel-lane 
before that date. The congregation, about tlie year 1770, 
adopted the Unitarian creed of opinions, and have fo con- 
tinued to the preient day. It was endowed by Jeremy 
Dixon, of Heaton-royde, near Manningham, Bradford, 
yeoman, who by will, dated aind Feb. i7»4., gave a iinn 
in Denholme, called Bircbin Lee, being then of the yearly 
rent of ten pounds, unto the trufteesot this chapel, to the 
ufe, for ever, of the miniifer, being a Proteftant Difleater 
from the ElVabliflied Church, Three of the minifteis of 
this place have been learned men, viz., Mr. Heineker, Mr. 
Ryland, and the prefent rainilier, Mr. Freckelton. The 
interior oak fittings were brought from Howley Hall, 00 
its demolition. The (lone gateway to the chapel was alfo 
brought from the fame place. 
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This was the cafe at firft with his eldeft fon 
William, but the Minifters of the Calviniftic fefl 
called Independents afterwards obtaining poflef- 
(ion of many of the old Prefbyterian chapels and 
livings, and this being the cafe in particular at 
Cleckheaton and Heckmondwike, he and his 
family became infenfibly conneSed with this 
party, and entered violently into all their fpirit, 
principles, and prejudices. He had only one 
brother younger than himfelf, named Thomas, 
and three fifters. One of thefe married a Joieph 
Wooller, a fhoemaker at Bradford, and left iffue 
only one daughter, who married a Mr. Samuel 
Webfter, a maltfter at Morley, a man of property 
and a refpeftable family and charadter. She 
died without illue. Another fifter married John 
HinchclifFe, near Dudley-hill. They were poor 
all their lifej but their fon John becoming a 
dealer in cattle, acquired confiderable property, 
took a large farm in the neighbourhood, and pro- 
vided comfortably for the old people while they 
lived. John died, leaving a fon, Jofeph Hinch- 
cliffe (his only child), who refides at prefent at 
Newel-hall, • in the road to Wibfey, and occupies 



hall. " On the confines of the townlhip of 

.»arils North Bierley, lies Newall, or New-hall, 

le of the leats of the Richardlbns of Bierley, 

Prom an infcripcion ovet the door, within a fcrolled tablet, 

it appearE to have been built in 1671, by Richard Rkhard- 

Soa, during the life of his fecend wife, EUiabeth, Though 

^"^ "Ccupied by cottagers, there are many traces indicator" 

formerly having been a fine manlion. It is builtj 
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the farm belonging to it. He has at prefent a 
numerous family of fevcn or eight children, is a 
man of good chara£ler, much bufinefs, and con- 
fiderable property. The other branches of the 
family are but in low circumftances. A third 
fifter married a Julius Whitehead, of Tong, a 
mafon by trade, an inoffenJive, orderly man, who 
ranked among that clafs of his neighbours who 
obtain their bread by their labour. 

I return to William and his brother Thomas. 
Thefe refided at a houfe and fmall farm they had 
taken at Street-fide, between Dudley-hill and 
Weftgate-hill, where they joined their ftocks, 
made coarfe white cloth, and were, it feems, 
pretty fuccefsful, efpecially during what was 
called the Ruflia Middle Trade, in which favour- 
able opportunity, it is generally fuppofed, they 
obtained the greateft part of their property. 
They lived together in a ftate of bachelorfhip, 
till William was approaching towards fifty years 
of age; he then married a Mary Brooke, a 
daughter of a John Brooke, a white cloth maker 
of Cleckheaton. With her he received a pari 
of the Brook-houfes eftate as a portion, and 

lerge blocks of ftonc, and conllfts of ivro wings and a 
centre. The porch or entrance, according to the ftyle of 
that day, projefls unfymmetri calif from one of the wings. 
The timber and nainfcolting are of black oak, and the 
mafly door, ftudded with broad-headed nails, llrongly con- 
traits with the light and elegant doors of modern man- 
fion»."-Mr. John James, in his " Hiftory of Bradford." 
1848. 
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paying her father the remaining value, he thus 
became pofTefled of the whole eftate, partly by 
gift and partly by purchafe. He immediately 
ere£ted the prefent houfe, outhoufes, &c., and as 
foon as it was ready, removed with his family 
from Street-fide thither, his brother Tommy con- 
tinuing to refide with the family. Here the family 
continued till they all died fucceflively, William 
himfelf, though much the oldeil of the family, 
being the laft furviving branch of it. His bro- 
ther Tommy died a bachelor, in the year 1766, 
leaving his whole ftiare of the property to his 
brother William, except fome trifling legacies 
of five pounds a-piece to each of his fillers, or 
their defcendants; thefe, being fome of them in 
very ftraitened circumftances, exclaimed heavily 
againft the unfairnefs and difproportion of their 
brother's donation 5 but all to no purpofe, it being 
in general the way of the world to pour into the 
fiill cup on thefe occafions. I note here that 
their two eldeft children, Lydia (my wife) and 
her filter Betty, were born at Street-fide, and 
Willy and Mary were born at Brook-houfes. 
The old people being careful and faving money 
out of their income every year, had, during their 
refidence at this place, firft received in mortgage, 
and afterwards bought out, the two fmall eftates 
at Heckmondwike, and purchafed the field in 
Cleckheaton Upper-lane, and the cottages at 
leaton-gate ; befides, he had lent upon bond, tg 
iah Brooke, 300/., which he has had in_tl^| 



. Cleckh* 
^^Ueaton- 
^■pKidial 
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hands perhaps forty years, and as the old man 
repeatedly aflerted, paid little or no intereft for 
it. He had alfo lent upon note lo/. to Gomerfal 
Workhoufe [which William Birkby afterwards 
received), and lo/. to Thomas Exley. Thiswas 
the whole of the property he appeared to be 
pofTelTed of at his death. He had, during his 
lifetime, paid to my wife (as I mentioned before) 
lOo/., and about 300/. amongft my children, 
which made in the whole 400/. on my family- 
fide i and he often and earnedly declared that 
William Birkby had received near looo/. out of 
his houfe, which, with the partial difpofals of the 
will in his family's favour, made a very great, a 
very unjuft, and a very difproportionate divifion 
of the (hares which William Birkby and his 
family, on one fide, and I and my family on the 
other fide, received out of William Birkhead's 
property. 

There were alfo fevetal perfons who were in- 
timately acquainted with the family and its con- 
cerns, who thought they had great reafon to 
believe that feme of their fiatUren, in the later 
part of the old man's life, had obtained confider- 
able fums of money from him — perhaps 400/., 
500/., or 600/., more or lefs, which were never 
accounted for, and for which there appeared no 
fecurity, and which, if it was fadt, were of courfc 
unjuftly alienated from, and totally loft to, hii 
own lawful offspring. 

John Brooke, the father of Mrs. Birkhead^ 
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appears to have been a man of a fair general 
chara£ler, and confiderable landed property, and 
a branch of a numerous, and, at that time, pretty 
fubftantial family in the neighbourhood ; and 
ranked among the better ibrt of the middling 
rank of people. He was by religion a rigid 
Prefbyterian. He married three wives, by the 
firft of whom he had one child, a fon, named 
Richard. He turned out wild, enlifted for a 
foldier, caught a confumption, and died. His 
fecond wife was from a family at Rooms, near 
Morley, of the furname of Webfter. With her 
he had four children, namely, Mary (the late 
Mrs. Birkhead), of whom we have fpoken before ; 
Samuel, his eldeft fon, who, having offended his 
father by his marriage, was by him, in effeft, dif- 
inherited, forfaken by the family, and treated ever 
afterwards as an alien to their blood ^ a ftriking 
inftance, even towards one of their own offspring 
and the eldeft hope of the family, of the mean 
pride and unremitting malice inherent in the 
family, and of which I myfelf experienced from 
his daughter fo bitter a tafte afterwards. His 
father gave him two or three fmall crofts, with 
a cottage and workfhop ere£led upon them, at a 
place called Woodfide, between Heaton and High- 
town. Having a numerous family of eleven 
children, he was obliged to mortgage his little 
pittance for as much money as it would fetch, 
and ftruggled with diftreffing circumftances all 
his days. His furviying children, fince his death, 
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have all or moft of them been able to obtain 
comfortable fubfiftence by their own exertions, 
Obadiah, his fecond fon, had the family refidence 
at Heaton-Green-fide fettled upon him, which 
ought to have been given to his elder brother. 
He remained a bachelor to a pretty advanced 
age, when he had the good fortune to marry a 
Betty Wood, a daughter of a John Wood, a 
hardwareman of Bradford. To her management 
and commercial talents he is entirely indebted, 
under providence, for the prefent favourable ftate 
of his femily, although, I underftajid, his eftate 
is very deeply mortgaged. He has buried all his 
children but two fons, John and Obadiah, John 
has married a quaker, it is faid, with a large 
fortune, and keeps a hardware (hop, &c. at Cleck- 
heaton. Obadiah is a bachelor, and fettled at 
Leeds, where he follows the profeflion of a fur- 
geon and apothecary. Nathaniel, John Brooke's 
youngeft fon, had a fmall farm called Walftonc- 
houfes, left him near Little Gomerfal, and a few 
cottages at Heaton-gate; but having a large 
family alfo of eleven children, was obliged toi 
difpofe of his little eftate in his lifeti 
died in verv ftraitencd circumftances. His foi 
Obadiah died before him. Ten of his childi 
furvived him, namely, John, his eldeft fon, 
went to the Weft Indies to avoid the perfeci 
of his father's creditors, and died in Jamaica 
Thomas and Jofliua, who obtain their fubfiftence 
by their Ubout i Nathaniel and Benoni, who 



I 
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lifted for foldiers, and are, I fuppofe, ftill in the 
fervice J Edmund, who had fits, was thrown upon 
the town, and died ; Hannah, who went as a 
fervant to London, married there, and died; 
Mary, who married a blackfmith in Lancafliire j 
Lydia, his youngeft girl, who turned out bad, 
and followed the foldiers ; and Betty, the eldeft 
girl, who has done much the beft of any of the 
family, having lately married a Benjamin Fearn- 
ley, only fon and child of a John Fearnley, a man 
of confiderable property in Cleckheaton, who is 
lately dead, and has left property to his fon, it is 
faid, of upwards of 2400/. 

Thus, I have given as fair and impartial an 
account of this family on both fides, as I am 
able J their predeceflbrs, themfelves, their defcen- 
dants, and the collateral branches of the families 
on each fide j from whence it will appear, that 
they were not fprung from princes j that a few 
of them were in eafy circumftances, but far the 
greater part in a low fituation j that they them- 
felves, (notwithftanding their accidental good for- 
tune in accumulating a little wealth on fome 
favourable occafions, which made them, in this 
refpeft, a little better than fome of their neigh- 
bours,) were of mean education and low attain- 
ments^ in knowledge. They bore, indeed, a pretty 
fair character for honefty in their dealings in 
common with many of their neighbours, and paid 
a ftri£k attention to the formalities of their reli- 
gion; but had no juft ground, I conceive, for 
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that mighty fe If- importance which they feemed 
defirous of afliiming over their neighbours ; and 
I think I may be allowed, without vanity, to fay, 
that either with regard to my family, fortune, 
education, mental abilities, or moral charadtcr, I 
myfelf was,at leaft, as refpe£lab!e as they or any 
that belonged to them ; and that therefore the 
arrogance, abufe, and contempt with which they 
continued to treat me to the day of their death, 
evinced their weaknefs, pride, and vanity, and 
the badnefs of their hearts ; was infufierable, 
wicked, deteftable, and blameable in a very high 
degree. 

J their religion, of which I (hall 
endeavour to give as clear and concife an account 
as 1 can. I fhall next give an exa£l relation of 
their behaviour towards me and my children 
during my connexion with them. I fhall then 
contraft that behaviour with their religious pro- 
feflion, and fee how they agree together. Among 
thefe obfervations I (hall have occafion to make 
fome ftri£tures on the conduift of feveral other 
perfons, particularly fome of their religious fra- 

nity, who appear to me to have been acceflbrs, 
prompters, or affiftants to one or both the old 
people in their very blameable behaviour towards 
eldeft fon in particular, and whofe 
condudl appears, on this occafion, to have been 
very inconfiftent with their duty as profeJluig 
Chrillians. 

The religious fyftem of the old people was 
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Calvinifm^ and they entered into all the bitter 
prejudices common to the party, againft thofe 
fe£^aries who differ from them in opinion, efpe- 
cially the Armintans^ fo called. They were 
church-members (as they term themfelves) of 
the feft called Independents, meeting together 
for divine worfliip at Heckmondwike Old Chapel. 
They paid a conftant attendance twice every 
Sunday to hear their preachings, were conftant 
partakers every month of the ordinance (the cant 
term of the party for the Lord's Supper), attended 
the extra leftures and preachments of the party 
at the neighbouring chapels, had prayers in their 
family morning and evening every day, and taught 
their children, &c. the affembly's catechifm, had 
a kind of religious meetings among the brother- 
hood at each of their houfes by turns j till they 
came round, where they fung and prayed among 
themfelves, and concluded each vifit with good 
cheer and common converfation j they refufed 
to call the lirft day of the week Sunday^ but in- 
ftead thereof, the Sabbath^ or the Sabbath-day, 
They had a like objeSion to fay Chrijlmas^ but 
inftead thereof faid the Winter-holidays or Play- 
days. In fliort, they came nearer the nice, fcru- 
pulous formality of the ancient Pharifees than 
any other party which I have been acquainted 
with ; and I have too much reafon to believe that 
this was eminently the cafe with refpeft to their 
fpirit and difpofttion like wife. 

FrpQi all this oftentatious parade of religious 
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farmality, I thought I had fome reafon to expeS _ 
thai, though I had married their daughter witfe 
out their confent, and thereby given themyonifl 
occafion for difpleafure, yet, after their firft ' 
rcfentmcnts were over, their good fenfe and 
Chriftianity(if they really had any) would induce 
them to behave with fome reafouable degree of 
refpedt towards me, if it was but for the fake of 
the peace and comfort of their own child, efpeci- 
ally if, as I intended, I endeavoured to conciliate 
their afFedlion by behaving as re(pe£lfully towards 
them and their daughter as lay in my power; but 
in this expe£tation I was terribly difappointed* 
They had before our marriage fpoke of me witi[ 
the higheft contempt and difapprobation imagia 
able ; and, indeed, in fuch very depreciating term 
that if I had heard of alt they had faid before oil 
marriage, I believe it would have ftaggered I 
refolution for the match. On occafion of out 
marriage their fury arofe well-nigh to madnefs, 
and their refentment gave vent to itfelf in the 
moft bitter, degrading, and indecent language; 
language fo mighty felf-important, abufive, and 
indecent, as — confidering the little or no difparity 
between us in my disfavour in any refpeit, and 
their high pretcnfions to religion — was matter of 
aftonifliment to moft of our furrounding neigh- 
bours and acquaintance. The old man wifhed 
his knife in my heart, faid he would never forgive 
me, nor ever give me a penny with his daughter, 
with much more to the fame purpofe. The old 
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Tvoman's malice, if polBble, exceeded his, and, 
indeed, I always believed (he had much the worfe 
heart of the two, and that the old man's anger 
and prejudice would have remitted, if it had not 
been artfully increafed and kept up by her evil 
influence and mifreprefentations, by which ftie 
induced him to look upon me as one of the worft 
of charaifters, and rivetted his prejudice againft 
me to the day of his death. In fliort, their whole 
condudi on this occafion could not have been 
worfe if I had been the vileft mifcreant in the 
Britifli dominions. However, I bore all with 
ftoical patience, and endeavoured to conciliate 
their refpefl by the moft gentle and fubmilTivc 
behaviour, though, the reader will eafily perceive, 
their repeated infultswere peculiarly difagreeable 
and difgufting. Some fliort intervals of apparent 
peace and reconciliation fucceeded, but thefe were 
always of fliort duration, as they (bon found fome- 
thing, or nothing, as an occafion to afl'ume their 
black looks and difrefpedtfu! behaviour ; fo that 
I was finally obliged to drop all intercourfe with 
the family. My wife, however, would continue 
her vifits, and being a weak girl, by conllant abu- 
Cve and degrading language, they foon alienated 
her affection from me, and completely infpired 
her with their own fpirit and prejudices, which 
foon difcovered itfelf in a want of proper efteem 
and regard for me, and a total careleffnefs of my 
welfare, which entirely overturned all the peace 
and comfort of our family; and, as I always 
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gave her all my calh to keep, and received it 
from her again as our occafions required, with- 
out taking any account of it, relying entirely on 
her faithfulnefs, without the leaft fufpicion, I 
have fince found much reafon to believe that 
her parents induced her to defraud me of feveral 
fums of money fecretly, under the fpecious pre- 
tences of getting back again what they had lent 
us, for fear I fhouid (hut it,* and faving it for her 
and the children i a circumllance which tended 
much to haften my embarraflments. Nay, Ihe 
was fo weak and imprudent (as I have been in- 
formed fince), as to rail on me behind my back, 
to the vulgar fellows we had working in the fields, 
though they laughed her to fcorn for her pains ; 
and in this fpirit they kept her as long as Ihe 
lived. 

When they had thus deprived me of the affec- 
tions of my wife and the peace of my family, 
they did all that lay in their power to injure my 
moral character ; and in order to gain credit for 
their own condutS, and throw all the odium upon 
me, they fpoke of me with the utmoft contempt, 
and (landered me in the moft unjuft manner, to, 
all their party and acquaintance j and, i 
opinion of thofe who did not know me 
thought well of them and their profeffion, 
doubtlefs did me much injury ; but in the opinit 
of all who knew me better, it was out of th« 

• Wb/jV, i.e. fpcnd it. A common. yorklhire word. ■ 
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power, I believe, to hurt my moral charafter. 
Not content with this, they faid and did all that 
lay in their power to deprive me of my children's 
affe£^ions, and endeavoured with all their might, 
from their infancy to maturer age, to inftil into 
their minds a diflike and averfion to their own 
father ! Confidering the anxious attention I 
always paid to my children, the paternal tender- 
nefs with which I had always treated them, and 
the great affeftion I always had for them, this 
part of their conduA hurt me worfe than all the 
reft, and quite overpowered my patience; and 
on occafion of the old woman's refufing to let 
my daughter come and fpeak with me, when I 
one day fent for her, I differed with her feverely 
(as I have before related), took both my children 
home with me, and never came at the houfe again 
till her death ; and I appeal to the heart of every 
feeling parent, if they can think me greatly blame- 
able, at leaft, on this account, under fuch a trying 
provocation. 

During my widowhood they never came at 
me, only to get what they could from me. Her 
youngeft fifter came and wheedled me out of all 
my wife's clothes, and her mother came and 
rifled my houfe in my abfence of all my mother's 
clothes, part of which they fufFered to be ftolen 
or deftroyed, or wore themfelves, and encouraged 
my children to convey things fecretly from my 
houfe,, under their ufual pretences, as I have 
before related. After my (econd marriage, they 
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endeavoured with all their might to perfuade my 
children tu behave with infolence and impropriety 
towards me and my wife, and thus once again 
deftroy the peace of my family ; though, by ap- 
pealing to the good fenfe and afTedlion of my 
elder children, with fome corrcdlion, I was en- 
abled in a good meafure, though not altogether, 
to prevent the bad confequenccs of their evil in- 
fluence. In fliort, for anything that appeared to 
the contrary, they carried their evil propenfi^ 
againft me to the grave. 

After their death a new fcene of malice and 
undermining villany difplayed itfelf, in the man- 
ner in which the old woman and her accomplices 
had difpofed of the old man's property. As I 
have given a hiftory of this bufmefs in the pre 
ceding pages, I {hall only now add fome addicionf 
circumftances, and give fome account of 1 
mean, ungenerous, and unjuft praftices ma^ 
ufe of by the perfons who concerned themfelv<J 
in this affair, in order to induce Mrs, Btrkhei 
to deprive my fon of his property in fav 
thofe who had not fo great a right to it as he 
had, as the old man himfelf juftly obferved j and 
attempt to inveftigate the motives by which they 
appear to have been each of them afluated. 

I have before given a very particular account 
of the unfortunate affair of my fon with Mils 
Rother." This circumftance was eagerly laid 
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hold of by thofe who were not well-wifliers 
either to me or my fon, and reprefented to the 
old people in the moft exaggerated manner, par- 
ticularly the circumftance of his having promifed 
the girl marriage. I believe this affair might 
have been fettled with a trifle, fuppofing the girl 
had ever advanced any claim, which, perhaps, 
(he never would have done; but granting the 
worft in this cafe, why fliould the eldeft male 
branch of the family, who, fince his misfortune 
had given manifeft proofs of his reftitude of con- 
dud, be dealt with much worfe than the youngeft 
female branch of it, and in a manner difinherited : 
contrary to the old woman's folemn promife to 
me in her lifetime; contrary to his uncle Willy's 
dying requeft, and the old people's folemn promife 
to him in his dying moments; contrary to the 
old man's mindizs it evidently appeared from his 
own words afterwards), and contrary to all natu- 
ral juftice and equity. Or, if any claims from 
Mifs Rotherwere feared, why fliould not a betttr 
annuity than the paltry one of 13/. lox. have 
been fettled upon him for life, and the reverfion 
of the eftate to his family, as had been done to 
his younger fitter j or, in default of a family, 
equally between his fitters or their iffue, at his 
death; as equity and natural juttice required? 
This would have fecured it from any poflible 
claims of Mifs Rother, and have been ufing him 
with fome juttice and mercy ; but to deal with 
him as they did, and leave his family (if he had 

s 
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one, and as he was likely to have) without i 
ihilling to fopporC them with in cafe of his death, 
was fo excelTively inconfiderate and cruel, that I 
cannot forbear fufpeiting {as I have hinted before] 
that the old woman herfelf^bad as flie was^was 
impofed upon by the will-maker and her other 
afTociaies in this aftair, who appear to have been 
aifluated on this occafion by a more infemal 
malice, if poiTible, againll me and my Ton, than 
the old woman herfelf. 

Another circumftance which the watchful 
enemies of my boy laid hold of to prejudice the 
old people againft him, and deprive him of his 
expeiftations from them, was as follows. The 
old people were rigid Calvinilts in their religious 
fentimenls (as I have before obferved), I myfelf 
was of a direflly contrary opinion, and efpoufed 
the doiSrine of Free-agency and Univerfal Re- 
demption. I fcorned to difTemble my fentiments, 
to flatter their vanity, but defended them freely 
and boldly to the beft of my abilities, though 
with decency and good manners— as I had a right 
to do — whenever I was attacked by them or any 
of their party. This rendered me obnoxious t 
the whole party, and drew upon me their diflike 
and difap probation, and they fpoke of me with 
great contempt, and meanly and unjuftly caft 
invidious refle£Uons upon my mora! charafler 
behind my back upon many occafions, efpecial 
the Calviniftic bigots at Brook-houfes, 

My fon, duii^^i^pprenticelliip with \ 
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Nicholfons (while yet a child, indeed, and before 
his judgment was matured to form juft conclu- 
fions of religious difficulties), had unhappily im- 
bibed from the younger Nicholfon fome biafs to 
Deifm; and, after he came to Leeds, was in- 
cautious enough to fpeak flightingly of the Bible, 
and utter his crude conceptions too freely in the 
hearing of Jofeph Greenwood and others. This 
was playing a fecond time into his enemies' hands, 
and was once again the very thing they wanted ; 
for, though no perfon worth his ears would have 
carried the unwary expreffions of an unfufpicious, 
unexperienced, unrefledting youth to the perfons 
with whom it was likely to do him the greateft 
injury ; yet, by fome perfons, inftigated probably 
by malice againft him, or me, or both of us, and 
by fome other perfons inftigated probably by y^^ 
interejiy the wicked tenets and affertions of my 
fon, with all their aggravations, were prefently 
whifpered in Mrs. ,Birkhead's ears ; and one 
flandering, charafter-murdering, back-ftabbing 
fcoundrel (old O. B. of Cleckheaton), had the 
impudence to tell his fifter in the hearing and 
prefence of my own child (Sally), that my fon 
was — what ? not a Deiji^ as one might have ex- 
peSed, but an Atheiji ; and that I myfelf had 
taught him Atheism, and that it was a fad thing 
for a father to teach his child fuch bad principles. 
A fad thing, indeed ! had the charge not happened 
to be utterly unfounded. Did he not deferve his 
tongue nailing to the door of the houfe, for utter- 
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ing Tuch a falfe and injurious llander? Th! 
injurious report was bandied amongft them for 
fome time before it reached my fon. At length 
Tome acquaintance toM him, that it was reported 
in the country that he was iaAtheiJI. He treated 
this intelligence at firft with the fmile of con- 
tempt, as not fuppofmg that anybody would 
believe it i but at laft the old woman herlelf 
fent for him, to queftion him upon the fubjed. 
He then began to perceive that it was likely to 
do him a confiderable injury, and that it had been 
raifed and propagated by dcfigning perfons, for 
this very purpofe. He then fet about finding oul 
the original author, and traced back the report 
to the late Rev. Mr. James Dawfon, the Inde- 
pendent minifter at Cleckheaton, to whom he 
immediately wrote the following letter : — 

" To the Rev. Mr. James Dawson, Cleckheaton. 

" Rev. Sir, " ^"'''' "^^ '^"'' '^s^- 

" Some time fmce I was informed by feveral 
pcrfons, that it was reported that I was an Atheift. 
This information, being as new as it was falfe and 
abfurd, was received by me with the ftnilc of 
contempt. I did not think that any evil effefls 
could proceed from fuch a report, for I did not 
believe it would be credited. Having, however, 
found that it has operated much to my own dif- 
advantage, and caufed uneafinefs to my friends, 
^^jaye^herefore, made careful inquiry to iiiul 
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', out the original author of this calumny ; and 
* after tracing it from one perfon to another, have 
i| at laft found, that the fuppofed circumftance was 
' mentioned by you to a certain gentleman of 
^ Cleckheaton, who, mentioning it to others, has 
(pread the invidious report. I have therefore 
taken the liberty of requefting that you will in- 
form me who was the perfon that told you I was 
an Atheift. This requeft I think you ought to 
comply with, as well for my fatisfaftion as for 
the fake of your own chara£ler \ and I am not 
without hopes that you will, by fo doing, fupply 
me with a clue by which I fhall have it in my 
power to difcover at laft, in the original author 
of this flanderous report, either the fecret machi- 
nations of the moft abominable villain, or the 
agency of fome iilly, intermeddling blockhead. 

*' I am, with all due refpeft, 

** Your humble fervant, 

" Thomas Wright." 

Above a week having elapfed without his 
having received any anfwer, he wrote a fecond 
letter as follows : — 



« 



To the Rev. Mr. James Dawson, Cleckheaton. 



«* Rev. Sir, " ^''^'' ^^^ "^' '^^s- ^ 

'* When I lately wrote to defire a fmall favour 

from you, I had no doubt but that you would 

readily comply with a requeft fo reafonable, and 
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rdpeStng a raattei- lb imf«nant to m^, and of tb 
ttttU tnoment to jtwfilf; bat 1 have been totally 
dilappoiatnl iq your Glence. Wbat can be the 
caufe of thU, I am ignorant. Perhaps jom think 
that the affair is not of fuScienc impoitzDce 
to deferyc youj notice ; bm furelj- common 
civility required a civil anfwer. And beSdcs, 
you had reported the calumny in queftion to a 
perfon of your acquaintance ; a calumny foe 
which it is impolSble you (hould have any juft 
foundation. This circumilance made it requifiie 
that you fliould either give up the author, or 
apologize fur the ungenerous condu^ of having 
propagated fo vile a Ilander, without knowing 
from whom you had heard it. If you have 
never propagated any fuch report (and I (hall 
certainly take your word for it, if you deny it), 
then I have detei5ted a very rcfpeiftable gentle- 
man of Cleckheaton in a wilful falTehood. If I 
have addrefTcd you fomewhat in the language of 
invcdlive, I hope your candour will make an 
allowance, and confider that the infulted pride 
of an honeft mind may be expedted to defend 
itfclf with fume warmth, againft the dark defigns 
of the hidden afTallins of its reputation, without 
refpc£t of perfons. Can anyone tamely bear fo 
fciifible an injury without refeniment againft its 
auihors? This calumny, Sir, which has been 
mveiitcc! againft me, is calculated to produce the 
moft fcriout **f»^s to ftrip me of charafler, 
Wdmr ^paihy and good-will of 
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my neighbours, and even to wreft from me the 
means of procuring an honeft livelihood. After 
all, if you fliould not choofe to give the infor- 
mation defired, and if it be not in my power to 
find the author of this calumnious report, what- 
can I do lefs than contradict fo grofs a falfehood, 
by making a public difavowal of having ever 
embraced the atheiftical fyftem ; and point out 
to the world thofe ungenerous perfons who have 
been, on this occafion, the vifible agents of the 
moft malicious and injurious (lander and calumny^ 
** I am. Sir, with all due refpeft, 

" Your humble fervant, 
" Thomas Wright." 

However, before he put this letter in the poft, 
he received from Mr. Dawfon the following 
anfwer to his former letter : — 

" To Mr. Thomas Wright, Leeds. 

** Sir, " Cleckheaton, axnd May, 1795. 

** Yours, dated 12th inftant, came to hand. 
I fhall not trouble you with any remarks upon it, 
but fhall comply with your requeft. You afk 
me, * fFho was the perfon that told me that you 
was an Atheift ? * I have heard Mrs. Birkhead 
more than eith'fer once or twice, fay that fhe was 
informed that you was an Atheift ; and if fhe 
will, fhe can tell you who gave her this infor- 
mation. 

" I am, with all due refpeft, yours, 

"J. Dawson." 
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It if evident from this letter of Mr. Dawfon's, 
tJut this injurious (lander hzd been paffing among 
them for fome time ; and every candid mind will 
allow, that whoever was the author of fuch a 
wicked (lander, they muft be blameable in a very 
high degree. My boy was fo extremely timid 
and bafhful, that I could never perTuade him to 
fpeak to the old people in his own behalf, ami 
this timidity was ^o much increafed by the con- 
fcious (hame he felt upon his mind on account of 
his unhappy alFair with the aforefaid girl, that in 
fpite of all 1 could fay— and I made repeated 
trials — and theabfoluteneceflityof it for his own 
welfare, I could never engage him to Curmount 
it. This timid balhfulnefs and want of fpirit 
was injurioufly imprudent in his then circum- 
ftances, and operated much to his difadvantage, 
though it aftbrded a ftrong proof of a tender and 
ingenuous mind. His brother-in-law and fifler 
Greenwood encouraged him in this condudl, and 
difTuaded him from viiiting the old people, con- 
trary to my advice ; for what reafon is belt known 
to thcmfelves, though, in my opinion (from cir- 
cumftances that have fince turned up), their 
conduii on this occalion does not bear a favour- 
able afpeit. He accordingly kept himfelf at a 
ihy diftanee from the old people, and fcarce ever 
paid them a vifit for feveral years. This weak 
and impolitic conduct gave his enemies their full 
fcope to raife and fix the old people's prejudices 
" 'wut oppofition or diAurbanci 
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and afforded thofe perfons who had defigns upon 
his expefted property, the beft opportunity they 
could wifh to eftablifh their undermining plans, 
and put their bafe defigns in execution ; and of 
this opportunity — as he found to his cofl after- 
ivards — they did not fail to avail themfelves to 
the full. 

Another occafion which his enemies laid hold 
of to ruin him in the favour and good opinion of 
the old people, was his premature attempt to 
begin bufinefs, and its unfavourable confequences. 
I had no hand in this affair, and had rather (and 
it had been better, much better for him) that he 
had gone out as a journeyman for fome time, 
till he had been more perfedi in his bufmefs, 
and waited the event of the old people's death, 
which was not likely to be far diflant. My boy 
and Mrs. Birkhead were perfuaded into this 
tranfaftion, and both completely impofed upon 
in it, by the artful manoeuvres of the younger 
Nicholfon, who, wanting money, took this 
method to fupply his pockets, at the expenfe of 
this unwary couple, by exchanging his old fhop- 
goods, which were comparatively of little value, 
for Mrs. Birkhead's ready cafh. 1 believe my 
boy afterwards never fold them for one half of 
the money which was paid for them ; but this 
was not the worfl. His connexion with this 
perfon led him into his fatal conne6l;ion with 
Mifs Rother, which, plunging his mind in con- 
fuiion, and adding greatly to his expenfe, both 
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goods and money were fcxin diflipated. This laij 
ihc foundation for all his future misfortunes, i 
fupplied his enemies with a plaufibte reafon fi 
perfuading the old woman that he would be like 
his firher, and would never he good for anything 
in trade (though his future fobrictyand diligen 
has fincc fully confuted this uncandid furmifeJjL 
thai if they left him anything, it would certaii^ 
be fpcnt, and that they had better cut him t 
with a trifling annuity for life. This unrighteot 
advice Mrs. Birkhead thought fit to foUow, a ' 
engaged her diQionourable will-writer to fraa 
a codicil which cut him off from the effc 
which the old man had left him in the will \\Sak 
in lieu of the Lower Brook-houfes, which 1 
had quirked him out of bffir^, in favour ! 
William Birkby's family ; and by this codicil t 
tricked him out of this elVate alfo, and quit hfl 
with a trifling annuity for life (without regards 
any family he might have), which was worth * 
little or nothing in comparifon of what {he had 
left the other branches of the family. This 
roguifh codicil, fhe and her affociates perfuaded 
the poor old doting man to fign, when I believe 
at the fame time they might as eafily have per- 
fuaded him to have figned his own death-warrant. 
He afterwards called Tommy into the garden 
feveral times, told him repeatedly that he had 
left him the Upper Brook-houfes, faid it would 
be a pretty thing for him, and wilhed him to take 
care that nobody cheated him out of it, and never 
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ijianifefted the moft diftant idea of the codicil ; 
and I firmly believe, that as far as his recolleftion 
would ferve him, the old man died in the full 
perfuaiion that he had left Tommy John Morti- 
mer's farm. However, the die is now caft, they 
have put their wicked and fpiteful defigns in 
execution, and he is now labouring, and is ft ill 
likely to labour, under the difficulties and incon- 
veniences brought upon him by the malicious or 
tnterefted efforts of his and my enemies, in the 
deprivation of his juftly expefted property. 

It does not appear that my fon ever queftioned 
Mrs. Birkhead after the writing of the aforefaid 
letters, as to who had informed her that he and 
his father were Atheifts, otherwife he might 
poffibly have been able to have afcertained with 
greater precifion who was the real author of this 
execrable flander. However, the perfons who ap- 
peared to concern themfelves moft in this nefari- 
ous bufinefs were, Jofeph Greenwood, of Leeds, 
who appears to have been aftuated (perhaps 
altogether) by motives oi felf-intereji ; Thomas 
Exley, of Spen, and Obadiah Brook, of Cleck- 
heaton, who appear to have been aftuated chiefly 
by what I beg leave to call religious malice ; for 
to the beft of my knowledge, I never gave either 
of them zny juji occafion for ill-will towards me, 
nor ever any other occafion than that of happen- 
ing to difter from them in my religious principles, 
and taking the liberty of defending thofe prin- 
ciples from fcripture and reafon, to the beft of 
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my abilities^ whenever I was attacked by anyi 
their party. But this is enough to make a 
pafs with many, perhaps with moft Calvii 
for a fool, a knave, a Dcift, an Atheift, and ev 
thing thai is weak, wicked, and contempti 
and 1 believe thefc two perfons were the i 
willing to do my fon a ferious injury, bee 
they could thereby gratify their I'pleen and m 
againft his father, 1 do not know that either 
fon or me ever gave the leaft ftiadow oi occafi< 
to any perfon under the fun, to believe or fupf 
that we were Aiheifts, or ever manifeftcd 
leaft tendency towards the atheiftical fyftt 
can fay the fame for myfelf with refpedl to Dei£ 
which I never believed as a fyftem, or incline 
to believe, though I have feen and read fome of 
their capital authors and arguments! but ever 
fince I was able to form a rational judgment, have 
uniformly believed and received the Chriftian 
do»ftrines, according lo the beft of my apprehen- 
fions ; and I have taken no fmall pains to obtain 
a juft knowledge of the Chriftian fyftem, and 
afcertain what was truth, and what was error, 
among the different fyftems of profefling Chrift- 
ians. This, 1 conceive, it was my duty to do, 
and this, I conceive, it is the duty of every other 
perfon to do, according to their talents and oppor- 
tunities. And though I believe that I have a 
right to fay, if I think fo, that I believe another 
perfon's fentiments to be erroneous — giving my 
reafoRi for fuch my judgment — yet 1 do not 
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believe that either I or anybody elfe have a right 
to mifreprefent, contemn, flander, vilify, and per- 
iecute any other perfon becaufe his religious fen- 
timents happen to be different from, or contrary 
to ours, any more than becaufe our countenances 
happen to be different. I therefore think that 
fuch a condu£): is highly blameable, and a certain 
mark, fo far, of a bad fpirit. 

I recite the following circumftances, contain- 
ing the reafons for the motives I have afcribed to 
the conduct of the perfons above referred to. 

William Birkhead frequently altered his virills, 
or rather, made new ones, in confequence chiefly 
of the changes made in his family by deatlu 
Towards the clofe of his life, and for fome con- 
fiderable time before what was called, during the 
late law conteft, his firji will was made, it was 
well known he was become exceeding defeSive 
in his memory, and was fallen, in a degree, into 
what is commonly called dotage. Under this 
circumflance the whole direftion and manage- 
ment of family concerns fell into Mrs. Birk- 
head*s hands, and (he could influence the old 
man to fay, or do, or fign anything fhe pleafed, 
with the fame eafe fhe could influence a child. 
Taking advantage of this flate of his mind — 
contrary to natural juflice, and, I believe, his 
own uninfluenced mind — fhe and her youngefl 
daughter, while fhe lived, over-perfuaded the old 
man. to leave William Birkby's youngefl fon, the 
youngeji male branch of the family, the Lower 
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Brook-houfcs, inltead of leaving ir to my (bo, 
the Aiitjl male branch of the tamily, as natunl 
juDice required. But to make him Tome com- 
pcnfation for this unfair partiality, he, at the 
fame time, left him the upper part of the eftate, 
or John Mortimer's Farm. However, after 
fome time, when the old man's mind was ftiU 
more debilitated by increafmg age, urged by her 
malignity againll me, and the advice and influence 
of her malicious or intercfted aiTociatcs, fee and 
they framed that deteAable codicil, and perfuaded 
the old man to fign it, when, I believe, he did 
not know what he was doing ; which cut my 
fon off from this eflate alfo, and quit him with 
the paltry annuity afurefaid. 

I was well aware that Jofeph Greenwood 
had taken no little pains to infmuate himfelf into 
Mrs. Birkhcad's good opinion, and had been 
equally folicitous to obtain the good graces of 
her chief counfeller and fcribe, Thomas Exley; 
and by an artful application to their particular 
foibles, and the appartnl profperous circumflances 
of his trade at that time — which induced Mrs, 
Birkhead to believe him to be a great manager — 
he fucceeded in a great meafure in bis dcfij 
and they entered pretty eagerly into his 
As I myfelf was out of favour with the old fbl 
and had never come at them for ten or 
years, and as my children had no fpirit or refo 
tion to fpeak to the old people for themfelves, 
make the leaft attempt to counterwork the undue 
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influence of the other family, I thought this cir- 
cumftance not amifs at the time, as it might 
ierve to balance accounts with the finifter en- 
deavours of the contrary party, never once 
imagining that his deiign was to undermine the 
intereft of my own child — my eldeft and only 
furviving fon by this connexion, and deprive 
him of that property he had a right to expeft, 
and procure it to be transferred to his own chil- 
dren. This, however, appeared from following 
circumftances to be the real faft, for though 
Jofeph Greenwood pretended to be unacquainted 
with the particulars of the firft will, yet his un- 
common eagernefs to eftablifli the validity of this 
will, was an undeniable proof that he knew it 
was made very much in his, or his family's 
favour; and that he knew this was done out of 
what ought to have been given to my fon, appears, 
I think, firft, from his advifing my fon— fo con- 
trary to good policy and his apparent intereft — 
not to vifit the old people after his misfortune, to 
apologize for his fault, endeavour to regain their 
favour, and prevent his enemies from taking the 
advantage of his misfortune and his abfence. It 
is true Yasfijier joined in this advice, but whether 
fhe judged fo /// as to believe the advice to be 
proper for his intereft, or had any fmifter view 
in the cafe, is a matter that admits of fome doubt 
to me, and caufes many a painful refledion in 
my mind, whenever I think upon it. In the 
next place, although Jofeph Greenwood and his 
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party made Doffer Greenwosd's defsgnt to 
the rtfl ef the family, the great bugbear of 
proceedings, yet the TutUity of this pretence 
evinced beyond a doubt in the fequel ; for 
the contents of the loJiivUl came to be km 
it appeared that Jofeph Greenwood had a beiUt 
fortune left by this will than by the firft will, 
excepting that the rafcaily codicil alienated 
Tommy's portion, which the old man had left 
him in the will itfelf, in favour of "William 
Birkby's girl and Jofeph Greenwood's children. 
Therefore, if Jofeph Greenwood had been a 
fair, and equitable, and a generous man, when 
he knew this, he would have dropped the conteii 
immediately, and fcorned to have advanced an- 
other ftep, or fpent another farthing in fuch a 
fhameful caufe ; but as he did rot, but perfevered 
in the profecution of it till he had attained his 
unrighteous defign, it is an inconteftible proof 
that to obtain Tommy's portion for his own 
children and Birkby's girl (by which he left 
Tommy in a ftate next to beggary), was the folc 
motive of his conduia throughout this whole 
affair. A further proof of this is, that Thomas 
Exley was overheard to tell him, that he muft 
fupporf the firft will, at all events, as it was 
made very much in his favour, 1 have alfo a 
violent fufpicion that the wicked and execrable 
flander oi jlthciftrif and other injurious reports, 
originnttd at Leeds ; though they might be im- 
proved and further propagated by his afliftants at 
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Spen, Cleckheaton, and probably others of the 
party we know not of. I fufpect this, firft becaufe 
Tommy was wont to exprefs his fentiments the 
moft freely and incautioufly at Jofeph Green- 
wood's houfe — not about Atheifm^ to which I 
never knew him in the leaft inclined — but about 
the validity of the Bible, of which he feemed to 
have (bme doubt, and to manifeft a difpofition to 
Deifm ; and fome wife people are hardly able to 
make a diftindtion between the fyftems, though 
they are as different as light and darknefs, and a 
difpofition to Deifm is eafily improved by fuch 
reporters into Tifirm belief of it ^ and a firm belief 
of it into Atheifm. Again, I have heard Jofeph 
Greenwood make remarks on this fubjedt, and 
fpeak on feveral occafions with the greateft con- 
tempt of Tommy's fchemes, talents for trade, 
&c. Again, I have heard both Jofeph Green- 
wood and Betty fay, that if the old people left 
Tommy anything, they had beft leave him an 
annuity. To this I fhould have had no great 
objeftion, had they left him a genteel annuity, 
adequate to what they left the other branches of 
the family, and the reverfion of the eftate to his 
family, if he fhould leave one, at his death ; but 
to leave him fuch a paltry annuity as they did, 
and that for life only, deferved dafhing back 
again in their teeth. In the lafl place and above 
all, I fufpeft this, becaufe fuch a flanderous afper- 
fion on Tommy and his father, was fo capitally 
calculated to promote their bafe purpofes, and 
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accomplifh their interefted or malicious defigi 
I was yet more vexed, if pofTible, that Jofei 
Greenwood fhould induce my fon to view t 
aft'air in fo falfe a light, and in confequence of ll 
toperfuade him to aSwith fuch exceflive abfur<Sj 
as difgraced his intellefls, by affifting a fet 1 
perfons with all his might in a caufe whofe chiq 
if not fole, object, was to accomplifii his i 
ruin, by depriving him of that property whj 
the old man would fain have left him, and wh! 
was his only and iajl expectation of pecunia 
afliilance in this world. Great is the inji^ 
which Jofeph Greenwood has done to my a 
as well as to himfelf and my younger daughtfl 
by his ill-timed, ill-omened, and ill-judged C(M 
du£t on this occafion. In the firft place, I i 
perfuaded it has injured himfelf by breaking | 
time, neglecting his bufinefs, and expending I 
money ; and by breaking into his ftock, has □ 
probably haftened his bankruptcy, whic 
given occafion for what was fairly and honoi 
able left him at Brook-houfes to be immedia 
alienated from him, and he and his family throJ 
upon the mercy of his friends and the woil 
In the next place, it has dcprivedTommy of q 
Lower Brook-houfes, which the old man -v 
certainly have left him but for his interferern 
In the next place, it has deprived him 
Upper Brook-houfes, which the old man i 
left him in lieu of it — the vile codicil cutti 
him off from this alfo, and leaving him, in col 
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parifon of the others, next to nothing. In the 
next place, it has occafioned my younger daugh- 
ter's huiband perhaps as much trouble, incon- 
venience, and expenfe as all he has got is worth ; 
and it has thrown perhaps more than two-thirds 
of the property into the hands of the other family 
Sit the expenfe of mine j without their being obliged 
to be at any trouble or expenfe on the occafion ; 
and all this appears to have been done merely to 
fecure the reverfion of the Upper Brook-houfes 
at Tommy's death (loaded with a legacy of 150/. 
and intereft out of it to the other family) to 
Jofeph Greenwood's children. It has occa* 
fioned another very great evil. It has fown the 
feeds of diflenfion and malice between perfons 
and families who ought to have been the moft 
kindly-alFeclioned to one another, and which is 
not likely to be foon or eafily extinguifhed, and 
which exifts at the imminent hazard of the future 
happinefs of every perfon who indulges it. 

Such is the injurious and unpleafing confe- 
quences attending this ill-judged conteft. It will 
be faid, perhaps, that Tommy was under great 
obligations to Jofeph Greenwood ; that he had 
been at the trouble and expenfe of following him 
to Sheffield to difengage him from Mifs Rother ; 
that he afterwards afforded him the fhelter and 
convenience of his houfe in his diftrefs, and 
affifted him with fmall fums of money to begin 
his bufmefs with again, &c. This is true, and 
both Tommy and his father wifhed to be grate- 
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ful, and to make him every reafunable return,' 
ever it might be in the power of either of th< 
to fliow him as great, or a greater favour, 
this did not entitle him to what ought to 
been Tommy's property, or juftify or e 
him in unfair and ungenerous attempts to t 
it. Could Tommy have had what he had' 
light to expefl, he both could and would ' 
madr him every return that could reafon: 
have been expeiied from an honeft, gratcf 
and generous heart 5 but being deprived of 
it renders him unable to manifeit his gratit 
to the extent he could have wiflied, and he mi 
remain apparently under an unreturned obligatji; 
IHll 1 though Jofeph Greenwood has golTomi 
expefted property for his own children, 
thereby deprived him in a great meafure of the 
means of making a comfortable provifion for his 
own fubfiftence. 

I remark next on the condudt of Thomas 
Exley. This man had made a long and high 
profedion of religion ; and was confidered as 
one of the chief pillars of the religious fociety 
with which hewas conneited : one would there- 
fore have expefled from a perfon of fuch a pro- 
feCfion and charadler, that he would have fpoke 
and a£ted with refpe£l to every man he might 
have any concern about, with the equity, candour, 
love, and kindnefs of a chri/lian ; but this did 
not appear to have been the cafe to me. There 

■ divers perfons who fuppofe that Thor 
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Exley ftood fo high in the good opinion and efti- 
mation of the old people, and that his influence 
over them was fo great, that if he had thought 
fit, he could eafily have perfuaded them to have 
made a more equitable will. However, be this 
as it may, I blame him for writing fo fcandaloufly 
unfair a paper, as the codicil efpecially, at all, fo 
I told him. He faid, if he had not wrote it, fome- 
body elfe would. Be it fo ; then fomebody elfe 
fhould ; I would have fcorned to have had a hand 
in fo dirty a bufmefs ; and I think I know even 
fome attorneys who, from a principle of honour, 
would have refufed to have wrote, even for pay, 
fuch an unjuft paper as the codicil. I blame him, 
in the next place, for prevarication^ if not for 
uttering a wilful falfehood. I met with him at 
the public-houfe where the jury met to decide 
upon the old man's intelle£^s. I there told him 
what I had heard reported of the difpofals in the 
old man's will, and complained with fome warmth 
of their great injujlice to my boy, if the report 
was true. He advifed me to be patient till the 
will was made public, and ajfured me that things 
were not^ or were not fo bad^ as I feemed to fear, 
or as had been reported ; hence I was induced to 
hope that matters might turn out more favour- 
able for my fon, than I had been led to imagine. 
However, when the will came to be known, it 
turned out to be much worfe than had either ever 
been reported, or than I had ever imagined it to 
be. Now, it was evident that Thomas Exley 
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defigned, by what he faid, to quiet my apprehej 
fions, and make me believe that matters v 
left better for my foil than they really were ; s 
as he was the will-writer, he muft be perfefll 
acquainted with its contents : 1 alk, therefoB 
was fuch double dealing as this conlillei 
the Chriftian character ? I blame him, in t 
next place, for indulging a very unchriftian fpin 
towards me. He was converfuig one day v 
a friendly acquaintance of mine on the fubjedtd 
the old man's will, Come time previous 1 
being made public ; he told him that mi 
was difmherited, and quitwitha trifling annuity 
and faid, with a farcaftic fmile, " How Tomnf 
Wright of BirkenQiaw would ftorm if he knc^ 
this ! " and feemed to enjoy, by anticipation, a 
malignant pleafure in the chagrin which he fup- 
pofed the knowledge of this circumftance would 
excite in my breaft. He afterwards, indeed, 
when I charged him with it, denied that he had 
made the obfervation ; but as I have no reafon 
to doubt the veracity of my friend, who could 
not poflibly have known the circumftances he 
related to me, if Thomas Exley had not informed 
him of them ; and as Thomas Exley attempted 
to deny what I heard him fay with my own ears 
at Birftall, by fkulking behind a fiimfy falvo, I 
have reafon to believe his motives and conduS 
much the fame on this occafion. But fuch a 
fpirit and fuch a conduit but ill comports \ 
Chriftianity, 
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I next remark on the conduct of Obadiah 
Brook, of Cleckheaton. This perfon is another 
religious brother of the fame community, and 
had repeatedly manifefted a malevolent difpofition 
towards me ; and there is reafon to believe that 
the old man would have re£^iiied his will, and 
done juftice to my fon, as well as to the reft of 
the family, if it had not been for his impertinent 
and malicious interpofition, as I have obferved 
before. Thefe circumftances, together with that 
of his falfe and injurious ilander to his fifter, that 
my ion was an atheift, and that I had taught him 
atheifm, difcover fuch a degree of the moft ran- 
corous and infernal malignity towards me and my 
family, as I think, the moft candid perfon would 
find no fmall difficulty to reconcile with the 
genuine fpirit of Chriftianity. I proceed to 
compare the conduct of thefe people with their 
religious profeffion. 

When I determined to marry William Birk- 
head's daughter, notwithftanding the unfavour- 
able difpofition of her parents towards me at the 
time, I entertained a pretty confident hope that, 
when the firft paroxifm of their fury was over, 
and they had given every circumftance a fair 
confideration, their refentment would fubfide, 
and we fhould foon become reconciled to one 
another. I founded this expe£btion, in the firft 
place, upon the circumftance of there being little 
or no real occafion between us for their violent 
difapprobation of the match ; and, in the next 
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place, upon their religious character ; concluding, 
that if tilled they poflefTed in any tolerable de- 
gree the genuine fpir'it of the religion they had 
made fo long and fo high a profeflion of, they 
both muji and would adl accordingly^ and that 
mutual goodwill, peace, and quietnefs betwecB 
the families would be the happy and necefTa^ 
refult. In order to obtain this defirable end,4 
had refolved to behave towards the old peoplff 
with all the rsafinabU refpefl and fubmiflion that 
I could. I accordingly condefcended to acknow- 
ledge the impropriety of my conduct in marryim 
their daughter ■wllhuut their confent, and to s 
their pardon in the humbleft manner, as I hai 
noticed before. I told them I fliould be glad I 
live on friendly terms with them, and to do all 
that lay in my power to oblige them, and r 
their daughter happy j but all would not do, for, 
except fome very fhort intervals of apparent 
fociablenefs, during which they were ill able to 
conceal and fupprefs their prejudices, their genera! 
behaviour towards me to the day of their death, 
was marked with the keeneft averfion and con- 
tempt, and the moft inveterate malice. When I 
could no longer fee them with any fatisfai3ion, I 
refrained the houfe as much as poflible. How- 
ever, I indulged my wife in this refpeft, as fhe 
•would vifit them frequently ; and I often fent the 
maid (when we had one), or went with her my- 
~ T, to carry the child, till we were i 
ufe, and then returned, and met hi 
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when fhe came back. This was a difagreeable 
circumftance, and a woman of any fpirit, or 
who had had any regard for the honour of her 
huiband, if he could not have feen them in peace, 
and with good acceptance, would have fcorned 
to have come near them herfelf. But I foon 
found the bad eiFe£^s of this intercourfe. It has 
appeared flnce, that her parents— efpecially her 
mother — during thefe vifits were perpetually vili- 
fying and abufing me to my wife in the moft 
malignant manner, and endeavouring with all 
their might to inftil into her mind a mean and 
contemptible opinion of her hulband, and to de- 
prive me of her regard and affeftion. This vile 
purpofe they finally effe£led, and rendered her 
not only indifferent^ but even inimical to both me 
and my interefts, and, of courfe, entirely over- 
turned the peace and comfort of our family ; and 
in this unpleafing ftate of mind, with refpeft to 
her hufband, through the evil influence of her 
parents, (he appeared to remain to her laft 
moment. Death itfelf did not feem to foften 
their enmity, or appear in the leaft to meliorate 
their minds ; even on this awful occafion they 
continued to manifeft their utter contempt and 
difregard of me in the moft ftriking manner, by 
refufing to fend either me or the children the 
leaft notice of my wife's death, though it fo 
nearly concerned us, and I had earneftly defired 
it of them the night before ; nor did we hear 
anything of the event, till the neighbours, who 
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came occafionally to our houfc, brought us « 
in the morning. They behaved precifely in t 
fame difrefpe^lful and ill-natured manner towai 
me Tome years afterwards on occaGon of I 
death of my youngeft fon. During my widoil 
hood they took Sally, and brought her up fro 
that time, for the moft part; but would i 
fend her to any place of genteel education (d 
cept a few weeks at Leeds when (he was i 
grown), and the petty learning Ihe had I p>l 
the fchool wage chiefly myfelf; but (he ncv| 
learned one libera) fentiment from them durii 
their lives, and it had been much better for 1 
if (he had been brought up elfewhere. Tfad 
took my youngeft fon (Willy), with my confen 
from the nurfe, and took great care of him v 
he lived. They feemed to have a great afFe£tJa 
for this child, efpecially the old man, who sp 
pearcd to forrow more feverely for this child's 
death, than even for that of his own fon. This 
was a proof of a feeling heart, and mended my 
opinion a good deal of the old man's difpofition, 
though he appeared to retain his antipathy againfl 
me to the laft. But the poor old man, I believe, 
was very much impofed upon, and his diflikeand 
ill-opinion of me artfully fomented and kept up 
by his wife and her affociates for malicious or 
interefled purpofes, and is therefore entitled to 
greater allowance in this refpetS. I believe, bad 
my fon Willy furvived, he would have ftoodj 
fair chance for a good (hare of the old peopla 
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property. However, they continued to exert all 
their influence to deprive me of my children's 
afFeftion, and infpire them with a fupreme con- 
tempt for their father ; and as my fon Tommy 
had always manifefted a warm attachment to, 
and afFeftion for, his father, I have much reafon 
to believe that their unjuft and fcandalous be- 
haviour towards him at laft, arofe in a large 
meafure from their hatred to me, for fear (fhould 
I afterwards ftand in need of his help) he fhould 
have it in his power to afford me any afliflance. 
Now, even admitting that I had been a perfon of 
a bad moral character and condu£^, would it not 
have been their duty as Chriflians, and fhould 
not common prudence and natural afFe£lion to 
their own child, have induced them* to do their 
befl to promote peace, harmony, and happinefs* 
between us ? It certainly ought to have been 
the cafe, but as they could raife no jufl objection 
to my moral chara£ler, and I did my befl to be 
on good terms with them, were they not, there- 
fore, doubly blameable, and uncommonly per- 
verfe, conflantly to abufe me to my wife, to 
alienate her afFe£lion from me, and to give fome 
colour to fuch an ungenerous proceeding, to en- 
deavour to blacken my moral charafter; to with- 
hold her fortune from her, to the embarrafTment 
and final ruin of my temporal circumflances ; to 
endeavour to deprive me of my childrens' efleem 
and affe£lion from their infancy to maturer age, by 
fpeaking of me to them in the mofl contemptuous 



284 AVTOBIOGRAPHY OF 

and degrading manner, and thus, as far as they 
could, to ruin the peace of my family; and finally, 
to deal unjuftly with my children in the difpofalof 
their property, by nearly difmheriting my eldeft 
fon, and turning him and his family out to 
beggary ; and difpofmg of far the beft and greater 
part of their property to the youngeft daughter's 
offspring, contrary to the folemn promife the old 
woman had made to me while fhe lived, contrary 
to the folemn promife they had both made to 
their own expiring fon, and contrary to every 
rule of natural juilice and equity ? Could fuch a 
condu£^ as this be confiilent with a fingle grain 
of real Chriflianity, I leave it with the reader to 
determine; but furely, as the poet juflly and 
flrikingly fays, — 

" Accurfed is the wretch. 
To focial life the moft inhuman foe, 
Who, in the nice, the tender fcenes of life. 
Dares raihly meddle and fow,'* 

or promote, divifion and difagreement betwixt a 
man and the wife of his bofom, betwixt a father 
— a tender and afFeftionate father — and the ofF- 
fpring of his own bowels. Yet this have they 
done to me at Brook-houfes ; this did they con- 
tinue to do as long as they lived ; and in the old 
man's will (fo called) matters were fo unfairly 
ordered in the difpofal of their property, as to I 
foment and continue the fame infernal fpirit of 
flrife and contention, animofity and malice, 
amongft the different branches of the family 
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f 

;ft whom I have the misfortune to number 

f my own furviving children by this con- 
f), which has caufed fome hundreds of it 
[uandered amongft the lawyers, has ruined 
ieft fon, and done very confiderable injury 
other two children, and is not unlikely to 
it the fame bad fpirit of enmity and ill-will 
re generations. 
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ELEGIAC STANZAS ON THE DEATH i 

AN INFANT 

(Mary Wright, uy Second Daughter AHf 

Second Child). 

Wherein forne obfervations are occallonally introdq 
on chat opinion entertained by Corae religious profefl 
that all tbe children of thofe who are not Chriftiaa; 
lievers, who die in their infancy, are damned. 



T.T.» 
^nd Thcv biDdgbt young childcn u 



priviCeged by fiite, 



: when Jdii9 ^w it, he wu 



^S fome fneet flowere 

Its tender beautii 

f And frelh and gay 

In life enulting through the 



to difplay, 



At night fiirunk up by fome unkindly blaft. 
Its unabiding, (hadowy beauties By, 

Its blooming honours to oblivion hafte, 
And droop, and licken, fade away, and die. 
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So thou, fweet babe, juft op'd thy infant eyes. 
This fin-diforderM fcene of things to view, 

But blafted by the noxious damps that rife. 
Thy tender foul to happier climes withdrew. 

Farewell, my lovely innocent, farewell ! 

By thy cherubic guards attended, rife 
High in thy heavenly Father*s houfe to dwell. 

In blifsful maniions of the eternal (kies.* 

Well haft thou fcaped the thoufand ills that fwarm 
In baneful troops o^er earth *s infedled (hore ; 

Safe art thou lodged beyond the reach of harm. 
Where pain and grief can never touch thee more. 

Whatever of fin from thy firft firef derived 
Subje6led thee to pain and death below. 

Thy Saviour^s blood has of its fting deprived, — 
The little children He receives, we know.f 

Shall any hard, unfeeling bofom dare 
Suppofe that innocence like thine may go 

To futter dire, infernal torments there 
Where raging fiends inhabit endlefs woe ? 

Accurfed thought ! abhorrent muft it be. 

Greatly abhorrent to the tender heart j 
Dire, horrid, (hocking to humanity ; 

Enough to make the vileft tyrant Itart I 

Vile thought, moft gracious God I vile thought of thee ^ 
Difgraceful to thy goodnefs muft it prove 3 

Diftionourable to the laft degree 
To thee, whofe nature and whofe name is Love. 

Ye infant-damners, lend a candid ear. 

While 1 attempt the tender babes' defence 5 

The little children's advocate appear. 
And plead the caufe of infant innocence. 



• See Matt zviii. 10. '•^ For I fay unto you, that in hearen their angels do 
ahrayt bdtold the fiue of my Father which is in heaven/* 

f Adam. 

% See the motto, and the correfpondent places in the other Evangelifis, ^* Suffer 
the little chiUxea to come unto me, and forbid them not/* 
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" of infant-innocence," methinks I hear 
Some gloomy, ftcrn, auftere profeffor cry, 

" They all delerve the wrath of Heaven to bear. 
They all deferve for Adam's fin to die. 

" To die eternally, their lot to have. 

In foul-tormenting, everlafting fire 5 
To howl, and fcream, and fhriek, and writhe, and rave, 

In vengeful flames that never fiiall expire/^ 

Oh, horrid, horrid tale ! enough to make 
The moft unpitying bofom thrill with pain ; 

To caufe a heart of adamant to ache. 

And freeze the life-blood up in every vein. 

Can this be any parent's voice, that deals 
Damnation round in fuch a lavifh ftrain 

Amongft the helplefs infant tribes, nor feels 
One pang of forrow, grief, remorfe, or pain ? 

Can 2my father aft fo dire a part ? 

Or tender mother fuch opinions bear ^ 
Where are the yearnings of 2i father's heart ? 

The founding of a mother'* s bowels, where ? 

Oh, what fond parent's heart could unoppreft 
Behold their offspring ficken and expire. 

Torn from the nurling mother's tender breaft. 
And plunged in oceans of devouring fire ? 

But oh, my foul, the dreadful thought forbear, — 
A thought too dreadful far for me, I own : 

In this refpeft, whatever others are. 

My heart is made of flefti, and not of ftone. 

But you fome falvo have in this refpeft. 

Whereby more favour will to yours be fhown 5 

You a believer are, you are eleft. 

And think by this that you fecure your own. 

Your narrow foul, it feems,. without regret. 

Can half a world of other infants fee 
(Be yours but fafe) thrown headlong to the pit. 

To feed the flames to all eternity. 
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For loving Chriftians a fad fplrit this, 

And as ftrange Chriftian doftrine this indeed j 

This genuine fupererogation is, ^ 

li your believing fave your infant feed. 

But when did God the folemn oath annul, 

Which in His facred Word we find him make ? * 

Does he at length invert his ancient rule. 

And fave or damn them for the parent's fake ? 

See that poor heathen ; in her clofe embrace 
While kindly fhe her tender babe fecures. 

It fweetly fmiles in its fond parent's face, 
As free from blame, as innocent, as yours. 

Will God, their common maker, think you, deal 
So differently with thefe, as yours to fave. 

And fend the heathen infant*s foul to hell, 
Whene'er he fends its body to the grave ? 

'Caufe you have heard the found, and have receivM, 
Believed, and trufted in a Saviour's name. 

In which the unhappy heathen ne'er believ'd, 
Becaufe, alas I fhe never heard the fame. 

Unequal, cruel conduft this indeed, 

With which you charge a gracious God, my friend 5 
Strange gofpel ! which I'm fure I never read. 

And which, I think, you never can defend. 

'Tis true, God does permit the little ones 

(Though they in perfon ne'er could fin, we know,) 

To cry, complain, and weep ; to utter groans, 
And fuffer a variety of woe. 

For their exiftence, by their father's f fault. 
So circumftahced was, that they, 'tis plain. 

Could into perfonal being not be brought 
Without being fubje6led to fuffer pain. 



* See Ezek. xviii. 3 and 20. *^ As I live, faith the Lord God, the fon (hall 
not bear the iniquity of the &ther, neither (hall the father bear the iniquity of the 
Ion.** ' t Adam's. 

U 
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Howe'cr, the light afflictions they endure. 
Which are but for a moment ere they ceafe, 

Are greatly countervail^, as they enfure 
A weigHt of glory, and eternal blefs.* 

So God ordains. When our firft father fell, 
And in his loins his whole included feed, 

God jufUy might have fent us all to hell, 
As making one with our corrupted head , 

This mu/i have been the cafe, if juftice had 

Eternally to punilh us devifed, 
So far true equity had been difplay'd, 

The fm and punifhment had harmonizM. 

For as unconfcious of our father's crime. 
We fmn*d in him without our own con fent. 

We then fhould have been puniihed in him, 
Without a confciousnefs of punifhment. 

But Mercy interpofed, and Goodnefs cried, 
(Infinite Goodnels !) let the fmner live ; 

I have a ranfom found, my Son has died,-f 
(Died in efFe6l) I can his fm forgive. 

Through this Redeemer, all his future race. 
Together with their fire, may be forgiven. 

May all obtain, through His redeeming grace. 
Repentance, pardon, holinefs, and heaven. 

And as for thofe the monfter Death fhall feize. 
And in their infancy of life diveft, 

*Twill infinitely better be for thefe 
Than if their perfonal being were fuppreft. 

For as through the offence of Adam, all 

(He and his unborn feed) were doomed to die. 

Even fo the righteoufnefs of Jefus (hall 
Retrieve them all, and freely juftify.J 



• See z Cor. iv. 17. *' For our light affliftions which are but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." 

f Job xxxiii 14. ** Deliver him from going down into the pit, I have found 
a ranfom." 

X See Rom« v. 18. ^* Therefore, as by the offence of one (Adam) judgment 
came upon all nun to condemnation, even/o (in the lame manner and extent) by 
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And by my great and glorious name, I fwear,* 
No Ton fliall fufFer for his father's crime \ 

Eternal mifery, I mean, howe'er 

They undergo grief, pain, and death in time. 

Hence, gentle innocents, ye all are fafe. 

Ye ne'er fliall occupy the infernal den 5 
God is your friend, you may fecurely laugh 

At the vain notions of erroneous men. 

What ftrange, unworthy notions muft they have. 
Of that -}- all-loving, good, and gracious mind, 

Who think they honoured him whene'er they gave 
Him fovereign right to damn the infant kmd. 

What a ftrange Chriftian muft that mortal be. 

Who can the cruel fentiment maintain. 
Or could with any fatisfa6lion fee 

Poor, harmlefs infants doomed to endlefs pain i 

The Saviour feems of quite a different mind, 
" Forbid ye not the little ones," J fays he. 

Welcome to Jefus are the infant kind, 
" Suffer the little babes to come to me.'* 

" Yes, truly, this fhall be your certain doom. 

Ye in no wife fhall ever be forgiven. 
Except like little children you become ; 

Of fuch is the fociety of heaven." 



the righteoufnefs of one (Chrill) the free gift came upon (the fame) all men^ to 
jufUfication of life.'' This paflage (.1 think) fiilly proves the point, as to the juf- 
tification of all in&nts (at leaft), exhibits Jefus Chnft as great a Saviour as Adam 
was a delh'oyer, and maJces the plaifter as wide as the fore ; and I am apt to think, 
that no perfon of good fenfc and penetration, who candidly coniiders the pafTage, 
without party-prejudice or views to pre-conceived fyftems, can poffibly think 
otherwil'e. 

* See Ezek. xviii. 3 and zo. *•*" As I live, faith the Lord God, th« fon fhail 
not die for the iniquity of his fiither." This muft, I conceive, refer to uncommon 
judgments and future fufferings, for by the law of our prefent degraded ftate, we 
i'ufter many difirefles and inconveniences of a temporal nature, from the wlckednefs, 
folly, or imprudence of our parents } nay, the body is fubje^ to pain, diflblution, 
and death, becaufe of iin of young and old, good and bad together. 

f See Pfklm cxlv. 9. ^* The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are 
orer all his works." See alfo i Tim. ii. 3 and 4. ** God our Saviour will have 
aU men to be faved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth." 

X Mark x. 4. ^ Suffer ye little children to come unto me." 
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Jcfui WIS muck dif^taftd with thofe {I read)* 
Who thought lo meanly of his love and grace— 

Whoft yet CDnlraaed breaft would have forbid 
The little children from his fond embrace. 

Who can but be difpleafed, aa Jefus wa^, 

Yea, mucAf yea, very much difplcafed vrith tbofe 

Who would exclude poor infanta from his grace, 
And doom the little ones to en<llefs woes. 

But, hail, ye liltle lovely creatures, hail I 
Tho" fome Itrange mortals would no pity fliew 

Towards your helplefs innocence, 'tis well 
Your Saviour has a kinder heart for you. 

Whate'er moroji would you of heaven deny, 
I am well nleafed to hear the Saviour blef»;-|- 

Whoever are difpleafed to hear it, I 
Rejoice lincerely in your happinefa. 

Not in the bappinefs of mine aione j 

That were unworthy of a generous breaft 

(Tho" two of my dear babes arc thither g6ne) ; J 
No, I rejoice to think you aliari: bleft. 

If e'er thro' boundlefi mercy I obtain 
An humble place upon that happy Ihore, 

Where error and niiftake, where grief and pain, 
Dileafe and death, and parting are no more j 

MethJnkt, conduced by fome heav'nly guide, 
I then ihall gladly halle to feaft my fight 

With the fweet heav-n where inlant-iiints refide. 
And view their happy train with vaft delight. 

Methinks, on ftrong imagination's wing 
Tranfjiorled, I already view the place; 

Already hear their happy manfions ring 
With thankful fongs for their Redeemer's grace. 
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See ! what a blaze of lucid brightnefs decks 
And beams delightful o*er the blifsful plain ; 

What equal* ray of ftreaming glory breaks 
From ev'ry faint thro' all the countlefs train ! 

Hail, virgin fouls ! ye little cherubs, hail ! 

Firft objefts of your Lord's redeeming care ; 
Thro' Him poflfefs'd of joys that ne'er mall fail, 

And all the blifs you poflibly can (hare. 

'Tis true your infant-fouls cannot contain 

So large a fhare of happinefe as they 
Who fought and conquer'd on the hoftile plain, 

And bore the heat and burden of the day. 

Howe'er, you fhare pre-eminence in this j 

For furely you had leaft to be forgiven, 
Tho' not poflfefs'd of fuch a height of blifs, 

Tho' not exalted to fo high an heaven. 

But where (methinks I aflc the angel fair. 

And eager queftion thus my glorious guide) — 

Where is the place, the heav'nly manfion where. 
The happy fpot where my fweet babes refide ? 

Where yonder grove of heavenly palm f afpires. 
And forms beneath its (hade fweet fhining bowers, 

There tuning their celeftial harps J and lyres. 
Abide the happy fouls you claim as yours : 

Or frequent follow with their fellow train 

The Lamb of God,§ combined in grateful ftrife. 



* For as none of them were capable of abufing or improving their inferior talent, 
they are admitted with it to an equal as to them/elves^ though to that of adult 
laints an inferior degree of gloiy. 

f Rev. vii. 9. ** And they had palms in their hands.'* 

% Rev. V. 8, and xiv. z. *' And having every one harps. And I heard the voice 
of harpers harping with their harps." 

^ Rev. xiv. 4. *' Which follow the Lamb wherefoever he goeth." Qtury. 
Whether the 144,000 (a certain number, it feems, put for an uncertain) fpoken 
of in this paflage, as not defiled with women, as virgins, as foUowii^ the 
Lamb, as redeemed from among men, as firit fruits unto God and the Lamb, as 
without guile, and without fault before God,— be not fpoken of thofe who die in 
their inBincy, and therefore could never commit a terfonal fault \ I know com- 
mentators explain it otherwife, but their interpretation admits, I think, at leaft of 
a doubt. 
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Whenever He leads them o*er the happy plain. 
By living ftrearos among the trees of life.* 

Lo, there they ftand, furrounded by a throng 
Of fellow-faints, who equal raptures prove. 

About, it feems, to fing fome heav'nly ibng. 
And celebrate their Saviour*s matchleis love. 

Know ye your earthly parent, gentle lambs ? 

(Sufpend awhile your facred fong and (hew) 
Know ye, my lovely babes, the man who claims 

A loving, tender father's part in you ? 

Yes ! they reply, while heav'nly fweetnefs flows 
In blifsful fmiles from either charming face. 

And each its arms around me kindly throws. 
And clafps its father in a fond embrace. 

Yes, we difcern and love our father dear ; 

Yes, we our kind, our tender parent know ; 
For love and kncnvledge are extended here f 

Beyond the reach of thought in worlds below. 

But higher motives here our paflions move. 
More god-like views our pure affections join. 

And every earthly motive here above 
Is loft in love, fuperior and divine. 

Our fire is welcome to thefe feats of blifs. 
Welcome with us celeftial joys to prove. 

Thrice welcome to our heav'nly paradife 5 

Come, join with us to praife the Saviour's love. 

They faid, and ftriking their celeftial lyres 
To correfpondent notes from ev'ry tongue ; 

In lofty praife the pleafing ftrain afpires, 

And heav'n refounded with their facred fong. 



* Rev. vii. 17, and xxii. 1,2. *•'• And he (hall lead them to living fountains of 
waters. And he ftiewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as cryftal. And 
in the midft of the flreet of it, and on either £de of the river, was there the tree 
of life." 

f See I Cor. xiii. iz. " For now we fee through a glafs darkly, but then fiice 
to face } novo I know in part, but then fhall I know, even as alfo I am known." 
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Such melting drains, fo ravifhing an air. 

So fweet, fo heav'nly, fo divine the lay, 
'T might cheer a foul even in the laft defpair, 

And charm the agonies of death away. 

Their Maker''s and their Saviour's praife they fung ; 

This the bleft fubje6l of their happy theme— 
The Saviour's praifes flowed from ev'ry tongue, 

And facred many a grateful ftrain to him. 

• 

Say, Mufe, their fong, for thou rertiembereft well 
The facred fubjetl of their grateful lay : 

Repeat the heav'nly ftrain j for thou canft tell. 
Thou heard'ft, and canft each circumftance difplay. 

Glorv to God (they fung), and endlefs praife j 
Glory to God who reigns enthroned above. 

The God of faving univerfal grace. 
The God of boundlefs everlafting love ! 

Glory to Thee, Almighty Father, Thee ! 

Great Fountain of Exiftence, fource of blifs j 
Thou awful Father of Eternity I 

God of all grace, and peace, and happinefs. 

'Twas love amazing ! love beyond degree ! 

Goodnefs Divine ! which prompted Thee to form 
Each creature, from the higheft dignity 

In heaven, down to the meaneft mortal worm. 

Thy god-like principle of a£lion this. 

To ev'ry creature to communicate 
As large a (hare of happinefs and blifs 

As each was able to participate. 

Thanks to Thy Name for Thy creating love ; 

All glory, bleffing, honour, power, and praife. 
Be rendered Thee by all the hofts above, 

And all below, in earth, or air, or feas. 

Glory to Thee, incarnate Son of God, 
Gracious Redeemer of our fallen race ! 
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Glory to Thee, thro' Whofe atoning blood 
Wc now exift,* are bleft, and fing Thy praife. 

Great was the grace, ftupendous was the love 

Which made Thee not difdain the Virgin's womb, 

But gladly leave Thy Father's throne above, 
And there like us a little child become. 

Great is the myftery of Thy love divine, 
Aftonifhing the firft-born fons of light. 

Which even archangels never can define. 
But earneftly defire to view the fight, f 

To Jefus thanks for His redeeming love ; 

Blefling and honour to His faving Name ; 
Glory to Him who fills the throne above 

Be ever given, falvation to the Lamb ! 

Glory to Thee, eternal Spirit Divine ; 

Glory to Thee, benign celeftial Dove ; 
Eternal glory, power, and thanks be Thine, 

And praife unwearied as Thy patient love ! 

Thanks to Thy Name for Thy reneiving grace. 

Thy fanftifying influence on the foul. 
Whereby Thou doft the works of fin efface. 

And all the raging powers of hell control. 

Gloiy to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 

The myftic Three that bear record in heaven J 

(Which yet are One), by all the heav'nly hoft. 
And fons of earth, eternal praife be given ! 



• That is exift perfonally^ for had it not been for the Redeemer, juitice and 
mercy in conjunftion muji have required the perfonal puni(hment of Adam and his 
confort alone^ as they alone finned per/onally^ when they had power afforded them 
by their gracious Maker to do otherwife, in which cafe not one of Adam's feed 
had ever enjoyed i. perfonal exiftence, but had fufFered as they had finned, without 
the leaft confcioufnefs of the matter, in a ftate of feminal exiftence in the loins of 
Adam, 
f I Peter i. i%. ** Which things the angels defire to look into." 
X 1 John V. 7. ** For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghoft, and thele three are one." 
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What thank$ from us to Love Divine is due 
For our Almighty Father's tender care, 

Who from yon dangerous fcene our fouls withdrew, 
And placed them in a ftate of fafety here ! 

What praifes to a gracious God we owe, 

Whofe kind afFeftion fnatch*d us from the womb ; 

Who feafonably caird us from below, 

And timely took us from the ills to come ! 

Perhaps our gracious heav'nly Father faw 
Some dire temptation forming to betray 

Our minds to vice; fome dangerous fnare to draw 
Our fimple, unexperienced fouls aftray. 

He therefore housM His pleafant plants in time 
T' avoid the withering blaft and fcorching flame j 

Remov'd our fpirits to a happier clime. 

Before the dread, the fierce temptation came. 

What grief and pain, what mifery and woe, 
What direful fcenes in yonder world abound ; 

What foul-diftrefling cares are known below. 
What bitter groans from all its coafts refound ! 

There many wallow in the laft excefs. 

As if in hafte with raging fiends to dwell ; 

And moft, regardlefs of their future peace. 
By folly antedate the pains of hell. 

There ev'n the good man ftruggling thro' the throng. 

And agonizing in the arduous fray, 
Conflifting with temptations, many and ftrong. 

Is almoft ready to refign the day. 

What bitter floods of fierce contempt arife — 
What raging billows of temptation roar. 

To intercept his paflage to the flcies. 

To bar his progrefs to the heavenly fliore ! 

But by wife order of our heav'nly Sire, 
Beneath the load of aSiual fin to groan. 

And be expofed to fierce temptation's fire, 
Is what our favoured fouls have never known. 
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Be cvcrUfting glory To our Kingj 

Unceafme ihanks be 10 our Jei'us given j 

Honour and blcfling to His Name we'll fing. 
And praife eternal as ihe days of heaven. 

O, could our praifes equal our defires. 

Or bear tlie leuA proomrtion 10 uui theme. 

Til honour Jefus as His love requires, 
In blefling, praifing, and adoring Him. 

But vain th' attempt ; our efforts here muft ceaTe ; 

Our Initieft Drains the arduous talk reGgn : 
Loft! loft! loltl b th" uncircumfcrib'd abyls, 

Th' unfathomable depths of Love Divine. 

Here ceas'd their grateful fong. Enraptur'd I 
Enclaim, O happy, happy, happy train 1 

Worthy is Jefus, fervently reply. 

And to their praifes add my loud Amen. 

Amen j thankfgiving, honour, glory, praife, 
Wifjom and ftrength, be to our jefus givelij 

His praife be fung in everlaiiing lays, 
By all the fons of earth and hofts of heaven. 

But from this pleafmg vifionary fcene 
To yonder dod I muft defcend again, 

Alas 1 what fm and forrow lies between, 
E'er 1 your happy peacefiji ftate attain. 

Enjoy, ye favour'd fouls, your heav'n enjoy j 
Be ever bleft, and ftill your blifc improve i 

Happy, thrice happy in your fwcet employ, 
To praife in thankful ftrains the God you love, 

FaiKwell, my babes, my happy babes farewell. 
Till at the final fummons Death difmiis - -- ' 

My foul hy grace reneiv'd with yours to dwell, 
"High m lalvation, and the climes of blils."* 
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ON THE DEATH OF JOHN WRIGHT, 



», 




THE AUTHOR S THIRD SON AND SIXTH CHILD, WHO DIED 
SUDDENLY, IN HIS AFFLICTED FATHEr's ARMS, ON SATUR- 
DAY, JULY THE I9TH, 1797, AGED EIGHT YEARS AND 
SIX MONTHS. 



S my beloved gone ? 

And is my darling fled ? 
In one revolving day cut down, 
And numbered with the dead ! 



Yes, Death in one (hort day 
Has feiz'd the blooming prize. 

And fnatchM my much-lov'd child away 
From my defiring eyes. 

CommiflionM from above, 

The frowning tyrant fee ! 
The gloomy king, my deareftlove. 

Severely frown'd on thee. 

His deathfiil bow he drew. 
And wing'd the deadly dart j 

The fatal (haft un pitying flew, 
And pierc'd thy tender heart. 

Now droopinff, pale, and wan. 

My infant Ties diftreft, 
Convuls'd with agonizing pain, 

With mortal anguifh preft. 

While tofling to and fro 

Upon his dying bed. 
He ftniggles with his lateft foe. 

And haftens to the dead. 
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Alas ! for thee, my lamb, 

My poor affli6led one. 
What anguifh tore thy tender frame. 

My lovelieft, deareft fon ! 

Oft did I wifti for thee 

(But the fond wi(h was vain). 
To bear thy mortal agony — 

To fufFer all thy pain. 

O, could thy father bear 

(How oft did I exclaim) 
Thofe dire convulfive throes, my dear, 

That (hake thy inmoil frame ! 

While o'er his face I hung, 

And mark'd his painful fmart. 
How ev*ry pang he fufFer'd wrung 
His father's aching heart ! 

He raised a languid look. 

His weeping fire to view 5 
And tho' delirious with the ftroke. 

His weeping fire he knew. 

Struck with his father's grief. 

His little arms he fpread ; 
T' afford my forrowing mind relief. 

He rais'd his drooping head ; 

And with the tendereft love 

And pity in his eyes. 
With eager reach my neck he ftrove 

To ciafp, while thus he cries : 

" Come, daddy ! come my joy ! 

Whom beft on earth I lovej"* 
As if Inviting me to go — 

To fly with him above. 

* His words were, ** Come daddy, come joy, come joy, come joy ! " exprefled 
with a look and accent of the tendereft love and pity for his father, when he iaw 
me weeping over him, at the lame time firetching out his little arms and em- 
bracing, killing, and bieffing me, with the greateft ardour of filial afieftion, a few 
momoits before he expired. 
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Then in a laft embrace, 

With filial ardour preft 
His much-affli6led father clofe 

To his beloved breaft. 

His laft fweet words I heard. 

To give me comfort ftrove, 
And in his laft fond looks appeared 

Unutterable love. 

With dying lips on mine, 

A parting kifs he preft, 
And with his laft expiring breath. 

His forrowing father bleft. 

O Death ! relentlefs king ! 

In all his blooming charms, 
How could'ft thou kill my child, within 

His weeping father's arms ? 

But foon th' unequal ftrife — 

The conteft foon was o'er ; 
My darling child refign'd his life. 

And funk to rife no more. 

No more on earth to rife, 

Till that great awful Day 
Th* Archangel's trumpet from the (kies 

Shall wake his fleeping clay. 

Then with new life endued. 

His lovely form ftiall fhine 
In beauty, ftrength, and youth renew'd. 

Immortal and divine ! 

This glorious hope we owe 

To Jefus' dying love j 
O may we ftiare his grace below. 

And fmg his power above. 

Till that great Day come on 

(A period none can tell). 
My loving, my beloved fon. 

My darling child, farewell ! 
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Or rather, John, farewell 

Till I ihall be fet free, 
And Death difmifs my foul to dwell 

In Paradife with thee. 

Then, if Almighty Grace, 
Defcendine honi above, - 

Shall fit me ror that heavenly place. 
And perfeft me in love. 

Then free from grief and pain. 

Of perfect blite pofleft, 
I then fhall meet my child again. 

And claip him to my breaft : 

There hand in hand again. 
Recount our former loves. 

While ranging o'er the happy plain. 
Or through the blilsful groves : 

In praife to Jefus join. 
His love and goodnefs tell. 

And bleis the gracious hand Divine 
That order'd all things well. 

For fure Thy filial love 

(A fpark from Love Divine), 

Can ne'er in heav'n deficient prove, 
Or fuffer a decline ? 

And mine to thee, my dear, 
Can ne'er impaired be j 

Can ne'er become indifferent there, 
Or e'er grow cold to thee. 

Our love fo deep, fo kind, 
Was ne'er to perifh given j 

Improv'd, exalted, and refin'd, 
But not annuU'd in heaven. 

But O, my dearefl love, 
Thy mortal confli6ls o'er ; 

Thou by a ludden quick remove 
Haft gained the peaceful fhore. 
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Thy painful throes below 

A final period have, 
And ev'ry mortal grief and woe 

Is buried in thy grave. 

While left behind to mourn. 

Thy father wanders here, 
With heart-corroding anguifh torn, 

A prey to grief and care. 

By fin and forrow preft, 

I long to follow thee 5 
O may the God of Love cut Ihort 

His gracious work in me. 

And when from fin fet free. 

Of perfeft love pofieft, 
Call up my foul to dwell with thee. 

In everlafting reft. 

Till then, in lonely walk, 

I mourn thy timelefs fall. 
And to thy fancied (hadow talk. 

As though thou heard*ft my call. 

Thy dear, dear name repeat. 

My love to thee declare. 
And fondly call thee kind and fweet. 

As thou, my John, waft there. 

Tell me (I cry), O tell, 

Thou foul ot him I love. 
In what new region doft thou dwell. 

With happy Ibuls above ? 

Tell me, my deareft love. 

Ah ! whither art thou fled ? 
To what delightful world above. 

Among the happy dead ? 

Doft thou e'er hover near 

My walk, my charming faint ? 
Or does my lov'd one ever hear 

His father's fond complaint ? 
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Doft thou e'er mark my moans, 
Or know my griefs and fears ? 

Doft thou e'er hear my fighs and groans. 
Or fee my ftreaming tears ? 

Or if detained above. 

Where living pleafures flow. 

Thy happy foul no longer fees 
What paffes here below. 

Amongft the fpirits divine. 

Who human aftions fee, 
Has no informing angel told 

Thy father's griefs to thee ? 

How, while I wander wild, 

Deje6led and forlorn, 
I weep for my beloved child. 

And for his abfence mourn ? 

Each Held or path T find 

Where he was wont to run, 
Recalls my darling to my mind, 

What he hath faid or done. 

He here around me playM, 
On that fame fpot of ground ; 

This little obfervation made. 
That little wonder found. 

In that fame flowery vale. 

Beneath that (hady tree. 
He told his little childifti tale, 

And prattled on my knee. 

I there have feen him ftand j 
To climb that tree he tried ; 

There hung upon his daddy's hand. 
Ran tripping by my fide ; 

While his dear loving chat 

Would all my cares beguile, 
And ev'n while preft with anxious thought, 
Would make me fondly fmile. 
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Blefs you, my daddy, doy," • 
Oft has my lovM one faid ; 
" From heaven ten thoufand bleflings flow 
Upon my daddy*s head ! 

** I love you, daddy, well — 

You may your child believe — 
How well I love, no tongue can tell. 
No human heart conceive. 

** You dearer are to me 

Than all the world would prove ; 
I better than ten thoufand worlds 

My deareft daddy love. 

" O if unpitying Death 

Should my lov'd father flay. 
Your poor rorfaken, forrowing child 

Would weep his life away. 

" Nor would I choofe to die, 

For this, becaufe I find 
I could not love to leave you here 

In this bad world behind. 

" O, I ihould greatly mourn, 

And weep from you to part 5 
'T would much diftrefs me to be torn 

From your indulgent heart. 

** Your neighbours all confpire. 

Your tendemefs t* approve. 
And all your babes will witnefs bear 

To your paternal love ! " 

From my lov'd infantas lips. 

Such tender prattle flowed. 
And fuch the warm aiFe6lion which 

In his lov'd bofom glowed. 



The firft feren rerfes in this page, are the words my departed child has oftea 
refled to me, as near as the verfe would admit, which I have pat in the £ime 
1-like language he was wont to make uie of when fondly prattling to his 
7. 
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Whene'er we chanc'd to part, 

Some little tale he'd tell, 
Then turn about, his father kifs, 
And bid a kind farewell. 

And oft — to fee his fire 
My child took fuch delight — 

He oft would a(k me there to (land, 
While he remained in fight. 

And when he reached the place 
Of utmoft view, would ftand, 

Look at me there, with eager gaze. 
And wave his little hand. 

How pleas'd, how fond was I 
To mark his ^iltlefs play, 

While full of life he round me ran. 
All a£live, brifk, and gay. 

PleasM when his father feem'd 
His little afts t' approve ; 

Affeftion breath'd in ev'ry word. 
And every look was love. 

My child ! and mull it be ? 

And muft we, muft we part ? 
My deareft John, the lofs of thee 

Will never from my heart I 

Thy death to my fad foul 
Such lading anguiih gave. 

As finks thy mourning father down 
With forrow to the grave, 

O who can e'er exprefs 

The pungent grief and fmart. 

The bitter woe, the fore diftrefs, 
That tore my aching heart. 

When on that fatal day, 
In all his youthful charms. 

My dear departing infant lay 
Expiring in my arms I 
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All 1 thofe fond looks, my dear, > 

Thofe laft fond looks from thee, 
In fancy's eye ftill feem to fhed 

Their pitying rays on me. 

Thy tender accents ftill 

I fondly think I hear, 
And thy beloved voice yet founds 

In Uft^ning fancy^s ear. 

No time can blot the trace. 

Or bid thy form depart j 
Succeflive years can ne'er efface 

Thy image from my heart. 

In my diftra£led mind * 

While memory holds a feat, 
My dying infant, fweet and kind, 

I never can forget. 

While life remains, I ftill 

Shall thy remembrance find \ 
The dear idea for ever will 

Be prefent to my mind. 

In the laft mortal pain. 

When death (hall fet me free. 
If confcious memory then remain, 

I ftill (hall think on thee. 

In that dread moment when 

I clofe my eyes in death, 
O will thy loving fpirit then 

Attend my parting breath } 

And while my lifelefs clay 

Remains with thine to reft. 
Point out thy father's fpirit the way 

To manfions of the bleft f 

Hear I, or think I hear 
My happy infant fay. 



» (( While memory holds a feat 
In this difira£ted globe."— ShaK£SP£AR£. 
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" Yes, daddy, TU attend you there j 
Will point you out the way. 

" Yes, if ihe Will Divine 

With my defitc comply. 
Your child your angel-guard will join. 
To waft your Ibul on high, 

" To that divine abode, 

Thofe manfions of the blcft ; 
Thofe peaceful feats prepar'd by God, 
■ Where fep'rate fpirits reft. 

" Meantime, by JeAis taught, 

Refign your darting up. 
And lonow not as thofe without 
The Gofpel'i blelfed hope. 

" In metcy, (ruth, and love, 

Th' affliaive ftroke was giv'n. 
To Ax your thoughts on things above. 
And draw your foul to heav'n, 

" 'Twas Love and Mercy mild 
Took me from ills to comej 

'Twas Merq- fcnt your darling child 
To fill an early tomb. 

" Now placed beyond the reach 

Of fin and Satan's power. 
No further mifery e'er can rex 



'* In forrowing fancy's eye,' 
If ftill your child you fee. 

Still hear your lov'd ones dying cry, 
' Come, daddy I follow me I " 

" O may the thought infpire 
YouT Ibul with holy zeal. 

To mount on wings of heav'niy fire 
To yon celeftial hill ! 
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** There free from grief and pain, 

On that eternal ihore, 
There you and I (hall meet again, 

Shall meet to part no more/' 



ON THE ANNIVERSARY RETURN OP THE 

DAY ON WHICH JOHN WRIGHT 

DIED, JULY 19TH, 1783. 



** Unhappy day ! be &cred ftill to grief, 

A grief too obftinate for all relief} 

On thee my &ce (hall never wear a smile, 

No joy on thee fliall e'er my heart beguile. 

Why docs thy light again my eyes moled ? 

Why am I not with thee, dear youth, at reft f 
I For thee all thoughts of pleafure I forego ; 

For thee my tears fliall never ceafe to flow ; 

My bofom all thy image fliall retain — 

The foil impreffion there fliall fiill remain, 

Till I with thee, upon my dufty bed, 

Foreet the toils of life, and mingle with the dead.** 

* -TO j^g^ ROWI. 



PART L 

H' unwearied flight of Time, once more 
Returns the fatal day 
Which from my heaving bofom tore 
My darling child away. 

Deep was the wound, my deareft John, 

And lafting was the fmart 
Infli6led by that ftroke, upon 

Thy father's aching heart. 

Still, ftill I feel the piercing pain, 

The bitter grief renew. 
While fond remembrance calls again 

Thy image to my view. 





3IO APPENDIX. 

Wbm nckM wkk 

Ah ! iin I ice dice gaipcng tbcre. 
Still hear thr piaintiTe moaiiy 

And poor afbdh the ftnaming tear. 
And hcaTe the mounifiil groan. 

Beneath die heavy hand of Death 
(Nor OHiJd thr &ther iaTc) 

I Bw thee jrield diy infant bccadi. 
And fink into the grare. 

Since then, as ^ I freqaent ftray'd, 
iVitbdrawn ironi mortal fight. 

Beneath the awful ibknin (hade 
Of all-concealing night \ 

What floods of teais my eyes have ihed. 
While with deep anguifh preft ; 

For thee what heart-felt groans have fled 
From my afflided breaft ! 

Oft have I, fonk in penfive thought. 
Beneath the midnight iky, 

BedewM with tears the (acred (pot 
Where thy dear relics lie. 

And oft along the lonely walk, 

I mourn my infant gone \ 
To thy imaging fhadow talk, 

And cry. My John ! my John ! 

Thou too waft wont, my deareft love, 

(Thus to myfelf I fay). 
With me along thefe fields to rove. 

And round my footfteps play j 

With little a6live limbs addreft 
Would climb th' afpiring tree ; 

Would rifle there the lofty neft. 
And bring the fpoils to me. 



v;. 
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Then thro' the hazel copfe would'ft beat, 

And oft difcover there ^ 

The little fongfter's clofe retreat, 

Then ihpw thy father where : 

Would pluck each flower of fweeteft fcent. 

And moft variety. 
Then form the nofegay, and prefent 

The flow'ry wreath to me ; 

And fondly fmiling, bid me fee 

If I thy choice approv'd 5 
Then fit and prattle on my knee. 

And tell how much thou lov'd. 

" By me '' — thus would my prattler fay. 

While round my neck he clung, 
And fweetly kifsM my cares away. 

And blefs'd me with his tongue,— 

" By me whatever beneath the Ikies 

The circling fun. can view, 
Ten thoufand worlds are not fo prizM, 

So dearly lov'd as you. 

" Much, much may be th' aife^ion which 

In other children ihine. 
Yet O their love can never reach — 

Can never equal mine. 

" May heav'n to you all goodnefe ftiew, 

Its choiceft influence flied ; 
And may ten thoufand blefllngs flow 

Upon my daddy's head !'* 

Such was thy foft engaging talk. 

Such thy fweet chat to me. 
When in the folemn evening walk 

I trod thefe Ihades with thee. 

Ah ! oft to fee thee play about, 

And mark thy infant wiles. 
Would foften my feverer thought, 

And melt me into fmiles. 
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And oft to my remembrance brought 

My inlant days, when, free 
Fiom thorny care and anxious thought, 

1 pals'd the time like thee. 

But now with lonely ftep I glide 

Along the gloomy vale. 
No little prattler by my fide. 

To tell his pleafmg tale. 

Thole fcniling eyes that wont to (hine. 

Now wither and dei'ay ; 
Thofc little aaivc limbs of thine 

Lie mouldering in the clay. 

Cut off amidft thy Tprightlieft bloom. 



Out of my longing Gghl. 

But never from my heart remov'd. 
While circling i'eafons roll, 

My dearefl, fweeteft, beit belov'd. 
Thou darling of my Ibul I 

I foooer could myfclf forget. 

And all the fun can fee, 
Than thee forget, my deareft John, 

Than ceale to think on thee. 

Yes, thy dear mem'ry (hall furvive. 
In fpite of time and death, 

While in this mortal world I live, 
And draw my vital breath. 

Where'er thy little feet have trod. 
Or climb''d th' afpiring tree, 

Some fond memorial there I'll make. 
My deareft love, of thee. 

Within the bark I'll carve thy name, 

In kv'ty fliady grove ; 
Memorial of thy Jittle fame. 

And my paternal love. 



APPENDIX* 313 

O name to me for ever fad. 

To me for ever dear j 
Still breath 'd in many a heart-felt figh^ 

Still utterM with a tear. 

Long muft thy father^s aching heart 

With deep-felt anguifh moan \ 
And long my forrowing foul deplore 

The lofs of thee, my John I 




PART II. 



UT may not this affli6lion giv^n, 
Divine monition be ? 
What is the voice of gracious Heav*n 
In this event to mc ? 

For yet that fage remark is juft, 

And ftill a truth is found ; 
Affliction fprings not from the duft, 

Nor trouble irom the ground. 

Waft thou withdrawn, my deareft love. 

To urge thy father's rife 5 
To draw my heart to things above. 

And call me to the ikies. 

When toffln^ on thy dying bed, 

Did I not near thee fay, 
•* From earthly cares, and earthly loves. 

Come, daddy, come away ? 

** The mortal pleafures we purfue 

In this dark dreary vale. 
Are tranfient as the morning dew. 

And fleeting as the gale. 

" Sin has involved thefe earthly fcenes 

In mifery and woe ; 
In vain the fons of Adam feek 

For happinefs below. 
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** Tis fin that with a £aal ftroke 

Now points the deadly dart. 
And tears, with anrclenting hand. 
Your darling from joor heart. 



M 



Then, daddy, if your bowels yearn 
For your beloved John, 
If overwhelm'd with g^ef, you mourn 
O^er your expiring (on ; 

** As e'er you ardently deiire 

To meet me in the fkies. 
When my dear Saviour (hall require 

My fleeping duft to rife ; 

'* As e'er you wiih to join me there, 

On that eternal fhore. 
Where pining grief and anxious care. 

And parting are no more ; 

" From fin, that fatal mifchief, ceafe. 

And you (hall be forg^iv'n ; 
And in the paths of holine(s. 

Come after me to heav'n. 

** O think, and may the a£Fe6ling thought 

Your nobleft paflions move, 
Till all your willing mind be brought 

To feek the things above. 

" O think of each endearing fcene. 

Each a£lion paft review. 
The tender love that pafsM between 

Your darling child and you, 

** Whea wont around you to rejoice. 

Along the field or grove. 
And blefs you with the genuine voice 

Of undincmbled love. 

" Think of the lafl fad parting fcene, 
When, 'midft my youthful charms, 

Unpitying Death his vi6lim feiz'd. 
And tore me from your arms. 
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" Think of the laft fond words I fpoke 

Upon my dying bed, 
Wherein you heard me Heav*n invoke 

For bleflings on your head. 

'* Remember my laft dying call. 

The laft fond kifs I gave 5 
That laft embrace e'er yet I funk 

Into the filent grave. 

" And when your mortal life ftiall ceafe. 

Then (all your fins forgiv'n), 
Then may you clofe your eyes in peace. 

And follow me to heav'n." 

Yes, my dear prattler, may I be 

Renew'd by grace divine ; 
Made by my gracious Saviour free. 

And in His image ftiine ! 

Then I fliall up to heav'n afcend. 

From mortal anguifti free, 
In unimaginM blifs to fpend 

An endlefs year with thee ! 



ON JOHN WRIGHT FOUR YEARS AFTER 

HIS DEATH. 



OUR times round the central fun. 

Journeying through the azure ikies. 

Earth its annual courfe has run. 
Since my darling clos'd his eyes : 

CroppM amidft his vernal bloom. 

Sent to fill an early tomb ! 

Sacred be the fpot my dear. 
Where thy lovely limbs rcpofej 

Reft thy precious relifts there. 
Till the laft dread trumpet blows ) 

Till thy loving Saviour fay, 

" Rife I my love, and come away 1 " 
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Oft ihy father pafling near. 

Wrapt btneath the midnight fhad 

Oft haa pour'd the Itreaming leai 
Where thy dear remaiiu are la 

Oft eiprctjt'd tlic hearing Ggh, 

Where thy fleeping afhes lie. 

There, while funk in penCve though! 

Muling over thee, my John, 
To raf mind fond mera'ry brought 

Many an aftlon thou hadft dune} 
Bufy fancy call'd anen 
Thy iQv'd image to my view. 

Sportive o'er the flow'ry mead, 
Lively, aftive, briJk, and gay. 

Thou nlth me was wont to tread. 
Round me run in yoalbful play, 

Or beneath the fhady tree 

Sit and prattle on my knee. 

Ah I my lovely fondling boy ! 

Rudely from my bolbm torn. 
Late thy father's deareft Joy, 

Now condemn'd for thee to i 
From my fond embraces fled. 
Mingled with the lllent dead. 

Through the well-known flow'ry vi 
Now forlorn and fad I ftray ; 

Hear no more thy pratiling tale. 
See no more thy aflive play; 

Death the fatal fummons gave. 

Sunk thee to the gloomy grave. 

Ravilh'd from my longing eyes. 
Shall I never lee thee more f 

Art thou fall'n no more to rife. 
Held by Death's eternal power? 

Will not He, the Prince ofDay, 

Re-awake thy fleeping clay i 
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Yes ! the lip of Truth hath fald 5 • 
Why fhould forrow then complain ? 

Tho' thy much-lov'd child be dead, 
He ihall furely live again ; 

Refcued from the greedy grave, 

He (hall prove My power to favc ! 

Hafte the happy glorious mom 

When my child again ihall rife ! 
When from duft and aihes borne, 

I (hall meet him in the ikies ; 
Join him there our God t' adore. 
Join him there to part no more. 




ON JOHN WRIGHT'S DEATH, 1788. 



LED, alas ! my child is fled 
• From my fond embraces. 
To the regions of the dead, 

Thofe undifcover'd places ! 
Whither is my darling flown ? 

To what blifsful regions ? 
From his father's bofom gone. 

To join the angelic legions. 



Shall I never fee thee more ? 

Shall ^rim Death diifever 
Thofe wno lovM fo dear before 

For ever and for ever ? 
Nay, I hear the Saviour fay; + 

** Ceafe thy grief and mourning 5 
He ihall rife ajgain that day — 

The day ofmy /-etuming I 



* John xi. £3, Z4, 25. **Jefiis saith. Thy brother (hall rHe again. Martha 
£uth, I loiow that he fliall rife again in the refurreftion at the b& day. Jefus 
Cud, I am the resurreftion and the life." &c. 

t See John zL 23, Z4, 25. 
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He (hall prove my pow'r to fave, 

Over death viftorious ; 
Refcu'd from the greedy grave, 

All perfe6l, bright, and glorious. 
Then with me to neav'n afcend. 

Thro' the bright expanfion. 
To the joys that never end. 

In yon celeftial manfion !'* 

Glorious Saviour ! ftrong to fave ; 

Jefus, we adore Thee I 
Thou haft triumphM o'er the grave. 

Death, hell, fall down before Thee. 
Everlafting praife be Thine, 

Great, Almighty Saviour, 
For a blefUng fo divine. 

For fuch a god-like favour. 

Yet indulge, immortal King, 

A father's fond complaining. 
While in penfive ftrains I fmg 

My dear departed darling. 
Deareft, fweeteft, lovelieft youth ! 

Still for ever thought on j 
Thy dear filial love and truth 

Shall never be forgotten. 

Mournful mem'ry marks the day. 

In yon meadow ftraying, 
Frefh in life, in beauty gay, 

I faw my lov'd one playing ; 
Down in that fame flowVy vale. 

Near yon tree fo (hady, 
Oft I heard the tender tale 

Of my dear prattling baby. 

There my boy would fondly tell. 

While we ftrayM together. 
In kind praife, how much, how well 

He lov'd his deareft father : 
Better, would my darling fay, 

While my life remaineth — 
Better than the world itfelf. 

And all that it containeth. 
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Deareft prattler ! fare-thee-well, 

Till the trumpet founding, 
Call thee from thy fllent cell, 

To heav'nly joys abounding 5 
Endlefs life thence to retain. 

Thro' the great Retriever, 
Then we both (hall meet again. 

To part no more for ever I 




ON JOHN WRIGHT. 

(The four Jirji Stan%as a little altered from Mr, Thomfon.) 



ELL me, thou foul of him I love. 

Ah I tell me, whither art thou fled ? 
To what delightful world above. 
Appointed for the happy dead ? 

Or doft thou free at pleafure roam. 
And fometimes fliare thy father's woe, 

Where, void of thee, his cheerlefs home 
Can now, alas ! fmall comfort kno^ ? 

Oh ! if thou hov'reft round my walk. 
While, under ev'ry well-known tree, 

I to thy fancied fhadow talk, 
And ev'ry tear is full of thee. 

Should then the weary eye of grief, 
Befide fome fympathetic ftream. 

In dumber find a (hort relief, 
O vifit thou my foothing dream. 

When thro' the filent fhady grove. 
With lonely fteps I muung ftray 

Thro' trails where thou was wont to rove, 
In purfuit of thy childilh play. 



APPENDIX. 

Then mem'ry fond recalls the time. 

And marks the path where ihou haft (bay'd 

The Iree which I have known ihee climb. 
The moITy bonk nhere thou hali plajr'd. 

Struck with the fadly-pleafirg thought, 
Swells my lad heart vtilh hearing (i^hs. 

While down my cheeks in ftreamlels flow 
The briny fortow from my eyes. 



Far dearer than the vital drops 
That »ifii my fad drooping heirt! 

But peace, my weary troubled mind. 
Let peeviih grief no more complain} 

I lliall not long remain behind { 
I foon ftiall meet my ehild again I 

Meet him where fin no more can blight. 
Or pain opprefs, or forroir iade \ 

Where fever's rage no more can fmite. 
Or caufe to hang the drooping head t 

Meet him where Death difarm'd of power. 

For ever drops liis fatal dart, 
And where the tyrant can no more 

With anguilli pierce the feeling heart. 

Meet him in yonder blijsful Ikies, 
Balking in life's meridian ray. 

And with my much-lov'd darling rife. 
To triumph in eternal day I 
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A HEROIC POEM IN PRAISE OF 
RICHARD HILL, ESQ, 

BEING A COUNTERPART TO MR. HILL*S HEROIC POEM 
IN PRAISE OF MR. WESLEY. 



^ All fools hare fiill an itching to deride. 
And hm would be apon the laughing fide."— POPI. 



To Richard Hill, £s<^, at Hawkestone, near 
Whitchurch, in Shropshire.* 

Sir, 

Having feen ''A Heroic Poem in praife of Mr. John 
Wefley," in a pamphlet of yours lately publifhed, entitled, 
** Logica Wefleienus, or The Farrago Double Diftilled,'' 
I have taken the liberty to fend you the following, which 
pleaie to accept as a counterpart to yours. 

The Author. 

ITHER, ye ckofen tribesy repair, 
" I've welcome news to tell 5 " 
Whatever your iniquities are, 
" My dofe can fuit you well." 




«9 



For let your fins be great or fmall,-|- 

Of low or high degree. 
Refilled or indulged, 'tis all 

The very fame to me. 



The following poem was fent by the author to Mr. Hill, in a letter by the 
poft* 

f See Mr. Hill's '*Five Letten to the Vindicator of Mr. Weiley's Minutes," 
p. 16, 17, ji. 

Y 
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The great HeraiUan tafk, » man 

Shall find in this refpefl, 
Is firm believing (if he can) 

Himfilf to be eltH. 

Svch who my nifirum's virtue tries, 
Shall find his bufinefs done; 

Sin Sies my pill, as daj-knefs flies 
Before the riCng fun. 

Sia in tie chofen nuts, I mean, 

^hefiHt Dj tht tUH, 
InJkcA my tamous pill la feen 

To work a rare eifea. 

But hence, ye reprobated brood I 
" Who hearken not lo me," 

But dread 10 father upon God 
John Calvin's blaii dicra i 

Who teach the world the Father gave 

His Son to die for aU, 
And ranfom each unhappy flave 



That fell in Ada 



a happy 11: 



But oh 1 my brother, babe, or ^nd, 
Theft doSlrines don't believe j 

For Calvin'i Go/pel ftjll contend, 
And cordially receive. 

Perhaps you know not nho I am. 

What battles I have vton f 
What I have you never beard niy fame: 

What wonders 1 have done i 

Fm Did the giant-killer, !• 

That leading hero who 
GoHah flew, and forc'd to fly 

The proud OxBman foe ! 



4r. Wcilcr- Mf. HiJ wntle 



lire ii too Yolrar lo IK IppIlK 
I Duft cnnfider ihii ii ii arn»«h« u 
ye JacIe of ill tradu," applied b^ Ht- I 
UDPhlet upon wofion of the a 
diSeiraiucjUfeiitilrd" 
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Poor Wefi^y friends, 'ris true derides. 

And calls me the catspaw,* 
But what ! I\e bang'd him back and fides, 

For his prefumption though. 

And if his crabbed ajfociates would 

But have reftrainM their ire. 
The poor old heretic I could 

Have trod into the mire. 

But oh ! that fturdy Simjsy^ he makes 

My bofom beat with rears, 
And with Hel'uetic bluntnefs fhakes 

My fyftem by the ears. 

Snjuifs honefy I Truth* s candle ! too, J 

I like them not, not I ; 
They all my labourM fophifms ihow, 

And ev'ry comer fpy. 

From this rough mountaineer, my friends, 

IVe fufferM many a pang ; 
And many a dangerous ihaft he fends. 

And gives me many a bang. 

For folid argument I long 

Have anfwer*d him with fun ; 
And for his reafons clear and ftrong, 

RetumM a cutting fun. 

And oft my brave auxiliar troops 

Oifcandal fend fupplies,§ 
Which in his face I dafh, in hopes 

To put out both his eyes. 



• See Mr. Hill*s " Heroic Poem," elerentfa (famza \ and Mr. Wefley*s ** Re- 
marks on Mr. Hill*s Review," p. 40. 

t The Rev. Mr. John Fletcher, Vicar of Madeley, in Shropflure, who is a native 
of Switzerland. 

^ See *' The Farn^o Doable Diftilled," p. 7. In another publication Mr. Hill 
and his brother exprels their dillike of Mr. Fletcher*s ** Illuftrations,*' which he 
(Mr. Fletcher) calls the candle of the Lord, or die candle of truth. 

^ Alhiding to the flanderous flories Mr. Hill and his aflbciates pick up and 
pttbliih, in wder to bring Mr. Wefley into ridicule and contempt. 
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He by and bye may take the pet. 
Perhaps may chuige his fide. 

Bui eheef, my friends, I'll never yield. 
Though I /liould fufFer pain j 

I'll hrandilli Caltiin't fword and Ihield, 
Till ev'ry giant's (lain ; 

I'll make them, with farcaftie jokes. 

Like madmen Ikip and leap ; 
Reiiieius, Farragos, Finijb'd Strokes,-^ 

Shall drive them 00 a heap. 

I'll raife John Calvin '» ghoS to fight, 

All griily, ftern, and pale; 
And if his horrid frsntX wont fright, 

rll tMmUsJUthjtait!^ 

What ! fhall the precious babies lack 

The foui-revivmg dafe, 
'Caule 'tis abufed by a pack 

Of corrupt- minded foes!|| 

No; I'll the privilege declare 

So pleafing to old Adam — 
That thing call'd fleih, I mean— whate'er 

It be to Him who made 'em. 



n 



Ul itlicki Mr. Wdlc; with 
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Mark then this fcroU^ obferve it well, 

'Twill ferve a time of need. 
And many a charming tale *twill tell 

To Cal'vitt's chofenjeed. 

To CaliAtC s faints a pleafing fight, 

And comrort to all thofe ,* 
But caufe of horrible affright 

And terror to out foes. 

It fays the faints of Calvin's God 

May lie, or fwear, or whore j 
Slander their neighbour, ihed his blood, 

Opprefs or rob the poor. 

But though they into whoredom fall. 

Their neighbour rob or kill. 
Yet in thefe very afts, they all 

Are pUafant children ftill.* 

Their fouls though really black with fin. 

In Chrift are really fair '^\ 
And though polluted all within. 

In Him they're cUan^ O rare ! J 

Nay, with the help of Crif^ I trow 

" I've learned to conjure too," 
And prove the work \&fintftCd «ow,§ 

Which yet remains to do. 

Your fins fhall fly, I'll not leave one — 

« Preflo, hey pafs I " I' th' name 
O' Do^or Crifp at once they're gone ; 

They're gone before they came ! 

With fneer and banter long I tried 

To lay old Goodwin's ghoil ; 
Abufe and flander next applied. 

But all is labour loil ; 



• See Mr. HiU's ''Fire Letters," and bis " Reiriew," where he pabUdy main- 
tains that David was a pleaiant child of God, while wallowing in adultery and 
nurder. 

f *• Fire Letters,'* p. 27, 08. 

X O rare I an exclamation Mr. Hill frequently makes ufe of in his *' Farrago 
Double Diftilled." 

^ The abfurd dodrine of Finiflied Salvation. 
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For ftill each vile Armnianfnake • 

My fyftem will oppofe, 
Will counterwork my plots, and take 

My doctrines by the nofe. 

There's Cobler Tom f and Mountain Jack,t 
With that fierce fiend SeUon^ § 

Befides th* arch heretic ,• || good lack 1 
I fear we's be out-done. 

Help, Toplady, thou foul-raouth'd thing. 

With thy auxiliar aids ; 
Thy Billingfgate artiU'ry bring. 

To drub thefe tefty blades j 

Like any HeSor tread the ftage. 

Put on thy terrors, man ; 
Threat, bully, blufter, vaunt, and rage. 

And fright them if thou can. 

Say that I fill an ejquire^s room. 
And tell them ror their good. 

That many of our friends are come 
Of honourable blood. 

With us the rich and noble are. 

And dolors of degree ; 
How (hould pliun Sivijs and Cobblers fhare 

As much good fenie as we ? 

A noble maga^ne^ of arms 
We have, 'tis furely known. 

With cutting fcandal ftuiFM, and charms 
Peculiarly our own. 



* Mr. Hill calls Mr. Fletcher a fnake that bites the Calyiniiin miniftera.— 
" Review," p. 70. 

t Mr. Thomas Olivers, a lay preacher under Mr. Wefley. 

X The Rev. Mr. John Fletcher. 

\ The Rev. Mr. Walter Sellon. 

II The Rev. Mr. John Wefley. 

ir "The Gofpel Magazine," as it is falfely called, (ays Mr. Sellon j ''that 
mmthly medley m truth and err»r, found wordst and blafpbemyy tramped up as a 
vehicle to convey Calviniiin and flander round the nation." M a and coold'ft 
thou Gofpel add } O name, O iacred name of Gofpel thus profaned ! 



APPENDIX. 327 

Have at thee,* thou Arminian knave ! 

Thou BeU-nvether ! thou Pope! 
Thou ments fending for aflantey 

Or hanging in a rope. 

Thou Proteus ! conjurer ! thou quack ! 

Thou ivhore of Babylon! 
Thou lying fophtfier ! thou Jack 

Of all trades ! good at none. 

Religious gambler ! covjord! both, 

In forgery employed ; 
Thou Jefutt^ otjuftice^ truths 

And common honour void ! 

Blind leader of a blinded clan, 

T^iou teacher of free-^will! 
Apo/late, heretic, carman. 

Old plagiary, ivindmiU! 

Thou lurking, Jh affafjin, thou 

Beneath the level gone 
Of chimnp-fiveep or oyjier-frow. 

Thou falfe, thou perjur d one ! 

Thou plays a mean, difhoneft part, 

As any man may fee ; 
A nuifance and a pefl thou art 

To all fociety ! 

Come then, my worthy friends, nor lag 

Behind, nor ihun the fight ; 
Afford your help, and foon we'll drag 

This monfter out to light. 

My principal,\ with loud alarms. 

Denounced the found of war ; 
Summoned three nations up to arms, 

The glorious toil tofhare ! 



• Sec Mr. Toplady** " Letter to Mr. Wefley," and Mr. Hill's publications in the 
jvefent controverfy, where the abufive names andycum'/oiu language which com- 
pile the fix following ftanzas may be found, either direfUy or indire£^l]r, in a 
pofitire or comparative fenie, applied to Mr. Welley, befides a ^reat vanety of 
Billinj^Igate langua^ liberally benowed upon him fi?om time to tmie by a great 
number of Calvinifhc writers upon other occafions. 

t The Rev. Mr. Shir— y. See his ** Circular Letter." 
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Our friends in order to eidle 

To help wiihout 
Proclaim d aloud wi _ _ 

Free quarters, if no pay, 

Down with the icretici I cried be. 

Defend the ^001^ old caufi ; 

We join'd the cry, and herejy 

Our word of battle was. 

The found aroufed my martial flame ; 

I flew to his relief, 
Refolved 10 fignalize my name. 

Beneath this mighty chief. 

But fcarce had he perfoim'd a feat. 

But flyly flunk away,* 
And left his fiieod to beat the heat 

And burden of the day. 

But, O thou brazen-fronted friend, 

Enert thy founding lungs; 
Thy voice 10 all our brethren fend, 

0[ partUl, people, tongius. 

Should all ftill prove too weak when come 

To Hand th' Arminim lire ; 
Why, then, we'll fend exprefs to Rome, 
To fetch the Pepijh Friar.\ 

But if the field, through hoftiie ire. 

Should e'er become unfafe. 
To fart eonltmpt we'll then retire, 

And from the ramparts laugh. [ 

Nor fear t' incur the coward's doom, 

'Tis courage in difguifcj 
For if we can't our foes e'ercams. 

We can out foes dejpifi. 

I f , lAer publUliinE Ui " Nirraiirt," ■TiTch' lUppBl lili neck <■ 

' nve up Ihe f udgcU n> The prcfcni dTvioiw dumplDu, Ldr. B 
TJlalogue "lili in« BranUainr MonI - ■ ■■ 
lojiliiyt •' Liliti to Mr, WcUcy," 
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" Thus, Sir/' I have returned your favour, by "giving you 
a few hobbling rhymes in the exa^l language of" your 
own publications, and thofe of your allies, " Troni whence 
I have borrowed " every Jhocking doftrine, all the Billingf- 
gate language, and ** every abufi've appellation " which my 
verfes contam ; and this 1 have done with a fincere defire 
that it may prove a means of ihewing you " the great im- 
propriety as well of your (ywn and of your ''^ allies'' ** manner 
of writing,'* as of the great fhame and difgrace attending 
your manner of condu6l towards two eminent minifters of 
Chrift, which is fuch as utterly unbecomes you, either as a 
man, a gentleman, or a Chriftian, and more especially the 
laft ; for as you are one of thofe who efteem themfelves the 
chofen ones of God, one might juftly have expelled to 
have found you more ready to have put in practice the 
Apoftle's advice, where he exhorts the eleft of God, as 
fuch, to put on bowels of mercy, kindnefs, humblenefs of 
mind, meeknefs, long-fuffering ; forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another,if any man had a quarrel againft 
another, even as Chrift forgave them. And you ought cer- 
tainly to remember, on fuch occafions as tnefe, that good 
advice of his in another place, that the fervant of the Lord 
muft not drive, but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, 
patient, in meeknefs inftru6ling thofe that oppofe them- 
felves, if God peradventure may give them repentance to 
the acknowledging of (Calvinifm, if Calvinifm be) the 
truth. 

Now, fir, fhould you be offended at the freedom of my 
condu^l upon this occafion, I (hall only apolocrize for the 
liberty I have taken in the words of a celebrated poet — 

'' Example ftrikes 
All human hearts, a bad example more." — YOUNG. 

I am, Sir, your humble fervant, 

Thomas Wright. 



Lower Blacap, near Hightown, near Hali&x in Yorkfliire, 

Auguft, 1775. 
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POSTSCRIPT. ^1 

^^^ MOULD any perfon objefl againft this perform^^ 

^jijua thai It is "railing for railing," I think iUl'b 
objedtorj ought to confider that there are circumftances 
wherein it may not only be alienable, but even necel&iy 
to take the mili: man's ailvice, and to anfwer a fool 
according to his folly, left he ftiould be nife in his own 
conceit, I allow this ought fo to be done as not to tzd- 
der the tefpondent like the tool he anrwers; and this, I 
conceive, is a very nice and difficult point to bit upon. 
Mr. Hill profeiTes that the fole motive which induced him 
to write the farcaftic piece upon Mr. Welley, was anlj to | 
convince him of his error, and to bring him to a deteftation I 
of (what it feeros he thinks) his opprobrious way of v»ril- 
ing. Were this faft, I think it might be a fiifiicient ex- 
Giue for Mr. Hill's performance, but I think the contrary 
appears very evident from the circumltances and manner af 
its execution. It is allowed by all good judges, that vtct 
anAfaUy are the only proper objefls of falire { but if a divine 
of good natural parts and great learning Ihould think fit 
to write not only upon divinity, but natural philolbphyi 
phytic, politics, Stc; or (hould he venture to give his advice 
with refpefl to the drinking of tea, or a perfon enterine^ 1 
into the marriage Date ; muft the doing of any or all d' 
thefe nectffarify imply that the perfon who has done thtm 
muft either be a vicious man or a fool ? Yet all thele are ' 
circutnftances which Mr. Hill, in his poem, attempts to 
turn into ridicule. He likewife lelefls lome other circum- 
(lances which he reprefents in a very unfair and unjufi 
manner, whereas fatire ought always to be founded in the 
l{ri6)eft truth and jufticc. From all this, it appears to mc 
that Mr. Hill's motive in writing his poem was not (what 
it feems he would fain have the world believe it to be) a 
kind, good-natured intention of leading Mr, Welley out of 
his error, &c., but rather an ill-natured defign to reproach 
him, and by reprefentlng him in as abfurd and ridiculous a 
view 3i poffible, to bring him into the grcateft difefteem 
and contempt. However, I think what Mr. Hill only 
prettnded to be h'ls motive in writing was riallj mine. I 
thought thus retorting upon Mr, Hill might pollibly prove 
an occaCoDof diewing him the great abfurdity, neaknefji. 
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and folly of his own condufl and of that of his allies, as well 
as that of his religious fyfl-em, by exhibiting a proof if both 
thefe lay much more open to juft farcafm and ridicule 
than either the condudl or religious fyftem of thofe himfelf 
had been fo earneftly labouring to bring into contempt. 
I hope I have not been guilty of the fame faults myielf 
which I have been cenfuring in Mr. Hill. I think I have 
given a fair reprefentation of the circumftances I mention, 
and that they juftly deferve to be held forth in the ridicu- 
lous view in which they appear in my verfes ; however, I 
leave this to the judgment of the candid reader. 

OBSERVATIONS ON A PAMPHLET LATELY 

PUBLISHED, 

ENTITLED "POLYPHEMUS, OR A CYCLOPS 



COMBATTING TRUTH." 

" All fools have iUU an itching to deride, 
And fain would be upon the laughing iide." — ^P0P£. 

** On any point if you difpute, 
Depend upon it he'll confute; 
Change fides, you but increafe your pain, 
For lw*ll coniiite you back agam." — ^Prior. 

TO THE READER. 
Kind Reader, 

HAVE no hard names or allufions to heathen 
fables to explain to thee, like the Calvinift, 
nor fhall I make any apology for what my 
pamphlet contains; but what follows may 
ferve to explain the Introduction. Some Cal- 
vinifb returning in a poft-K:haife from one of their leClures,* 
where the author of " Polyphemus " had been firft vending 
his ware, and in their way pailing by a Methodift preaching- 
houfe,f the vehicle ftopped ; out leaps a Calvinift, runs to 

■I ■ — -- ■ ■- ■ ----I ■^■..■i__ii,_,, . ^ - • 

* Heckmondwike. 

f The Height preaching-honfe above Hightown. [The Height Chapel flood on 
an eminence which is now in the centre of Hightown, over ;^ainfi the Lower 
Blacup farm. It was pulled down partly fome years aeo, and altered into cot- 
taces, bat the gsU)le ends are ftill to be iiben. The old (£apel would be lefs than 
JbmSz mik fivm the poet's home.] 
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the preaching-houfc, and attempls to force one of ihc 
glant-titlfd pamplilels under the door — mightily tickled, 
DO doubi, at thinking hon the poor Methodifts, at their 
next viGt, would be Irighted to find ia horrid a motiAtr 
ftalking about the place ! Honever, as the found truth of 
the Methodift doflrines re&ell alJ the vain arguments and 
malicious attempts the Calvinifts make uie of in order to 
overturn or injure them, (b the firmnels and clofcncls of 
the preaching-houle doors repelled the vain attempt of lhr> 
Calvinift to torcc " Polyphemus " into the place j he there' 
fore runs next to the ftable-door, the bottom of which not 
being quite fo clofe, he thrulis "Polyphemus" halfway 
through into the horie-fiand (a place too good for him); 
but the poor giant, alas I Kicking faft by flie middle, his 
friend was oblijged to leave him in that condition, with his 
polleriors wpoftd to a briflc (hower of rain, which happened 
to (all at that time. This had fuch an effeft in fohening 
the giant's binder parts, that when an obferver came after- 
wards to difengage him, he feparated in two pieces 1 The 
Calvinift returned to his carnage again and drove away, 
laughing in bis lleeve at the aich trick he had played 
Mcthodjfts. 



Introduction. 

•cMUitt ef en adventure of oi, 
fampAitli in quejiian. 



rH' other day a^ I happen'd to pafs 
7 I oblerved a great number of people abroad, 
I And ajking the meaning, was made underlland 
I The Calvinifts had a great leflure in hand.' 
' Ale£hire,faid I ; what's themeaning of thi 
Why, a meeting of people (o hear and debate. 
To pray, preach, and fing, and to eat, drink, and 
I thankliilly nodded, but queftion'd no more, 
And joumey'd along, as I had done before. 



»" 






indwDtr. CF^meriy, "on 



Ifie fLirrDuntlins counlry, [he objecb 
aand^ reluiitg lo the miotf — -- ' 

1' Dlnat'J •/ nrJJWrt) 
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It happen'd, I having fulfill'd my intent, 
At night I returned the way that I went ; 
When fuddcn a nimble, Taluting my car, 
Inform'd me fome kind of a carriage was near. 
A chaife foon appear'd, not far from Che place. 
And whirling along it approach'd me apace. 
Now, reader, you here mayobferve if you will 
A Mcthodift preaching-houfe ftood on the hill. 
The chaife bounc'd along in its wonted career. 
But what there was in it did not yet appear j 
Hmvever, when juft 'gainft the chapel it ftopp'd. 
The door it flew open, and out of it popp'd 
A Prcdellinartan, I think, by his mien. 
Or fomething as like one as ever was feea. 
He ftepp'd to the houfe, caft a proud, fcomflil eye on't. 
Then tum'd from his pocket a fierce new-horn giant. 
As it happ'd to be rainy, the tender young thing 
Would gladly have enter'd, but could not get in ; 
It ftruggled for entrance at bottom o' th' door. 
And got in its head, but could get in no more; 
Not one hair's breadth further a way could it find, 
Though its friend puff'd and thrufied hard at it behind. 
In this painful pofture, and Ifniggling amain. 
Its pofteriors expofed to the wind and the rain, 
He faid foraething of God, and the houfe, and itsfether. 
Some prayer, or lome fneer on the Methodilis rather, 
Then ftrode back the way he had mealiir'd before, 
Leap'd into the carriage, and falien*d the door } 
Where being compoied and adjufted aright. 
The fteeds quickly whirl'd him out of my fight. 
1 ftepp'd o'er the road to fee if I could find 
What the poor thing was doing he'd juft left behind j 
When, ftrange to relate — but, betwiict me and you, 
I alTure you, kind reader, 'tis certainly true — 
'Twas transformed to a pamphlet 1 a pamphlet, indeed. 
With an outlandilh tail, and a monArous head. 
But the rain having much, fir, bedabbled its tail, 
Had rendered it weakly, and tender, and frail; 
And when to have taken it up I defign'd, 
The tail, Gr, came off', but the head ftuck behind ; 
Howe'er, when I join'd the two pieces anew, 
■ Jt's terrific title flalh'd full in my view. 
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Observations on the Title Page." 

"PoLYPHBUUSt a CfWo^/ff Lordblefime.thoughri, 

The manlier I fear wLlI be rude by and by. 

" Cvmbatting" O fie, thought I, that is not well. 

That thol'e Ihould write Lalin who Englilh can'l Tpeil. 

" Truth I" aye, fir, but this h a general term. 

And yours 1 fulp«ct ii not fterling and lirm. 

The prailicc is common in tbefe days, you lee. 

For protefloTS of every natne and degree, 

Howe'er contradiftory their fyllcma you knotv, 

To Uy kindred claim to the goddefs below. 

See Protellants, Papifts, Turks, Pagans, and Jews, 



« diff'n 






opini 






Although twice five hundred ways they divide. 
All, all, lir, alike find fair Truth on their Tide, 
Are as pofitivc in turn as yourfeltj 'tis well known, 
And their ipfc dixit'i as good as your own. 
"A Poem!" that's foraething, I ^cy, like mine. 
In rhyme and in meafiire, neat, pretty, and fine. 

We next have the mottos iniciib'd on its fore-face, 
From Virgil, the author, St. Paul, and old Horace, 
And Ibmebody elfe too, but who I dun'E will, 
" Ferilai non egei difmfiribm ifl — " 
Your readers will here, fir, be loft in a tnift ; J 
Not one in five hundred, rare fcholar I ween, 
Ev'n of your own party, can tell what you mean ! 
" laKtant animi! cxUjHbus ira?" 
For this ibme kind ignorant friend may admiie ye ; 
Cry out, what a wonderful Ibholar is this I 
He's a man of rare parts, to be Aire that he is : 
You fee he writes Latin, he is fo iax learned. 
Though bv moft of his readers 'twill not be difceroed. 
But doubtlels it gives the Arniimans a fnmckj 
I darefiy il trims that fame blackfniith his back; 



II 



rnpatfon — a bllcldmllh. How difingtuUDUa tk 

If Dii^aUy a coUier I 

X 1 diSppnwt rf ihf praaicc of nulling uft 
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He too talkM of hammering Latin you know, 

But the Collier * has given him his bellyful now. 

Iffuch the fruits of V2.Vi¥ECT Lovfe, 

'TiJ not defcended from above. 

But then, kind fir, you ought to prove 

Cyclops profefTes perfect love ; 

Or otherwife, you know, my lad, 

Suppofe his book or good or bad, 

It can't be th' fruit of that, you know. 

Which he makes no pretenfions to. 

Th' advice you give rrom Paul, 'tis true. 

Is good for him, and ^ood for you ; 

Foryou particularly, fir, 

Whofe arrogant afluming air 

Declares you (if I err not wide) 

Far gone in prejudice and pride. 

Right willing, were it in your pow'r, 

To bite, afperfe, traduce, devour 5 

But thanks to favouring Heaven for't, 

Th* unlucky heifer's horns are fhort. 

And fince the caufe of genuine Truth, 

Embraced by the Cyclopean youth. 

Among your quondam friends is fafe, 

Permit us, fir, a friendly laugh, 

While you will falfify and rail. 

With Horace at your title's tail. 



The Advertisement. 

What next, fir, our attention claims ? 
A cpmment on his heathen names. 
We likewife find this author tries. 
With fome concern, t' apologize 
For that acute and dreadful fmart, 
He feems to think his poignant dart, 



* I difapprore of the great difingenuity of this author's fpirit, in endeavoiiring 
to caft contempt upon Philalethes, by a fcomfiil allufion to lus original occupation J 

(that of a blackimith) in his title page, as the Cyclops, it is weU known, were 1 

tabled by the ancient poets to be gigantic journeymen blackfhuths to Vulcan in 
forging arms for his heroes, &c. Now, a poor man may be bom with a good 
na^ral genius, which if he improves and makes ule of for the good of fodety, he 
is a worthy man, and deferres resped, notwithflanding the lowneis of his birth or 
occupation. 
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UncrriDg, acrimonious, dire, 
Will caufe the objeft of his ire. 
Dear Cotiur, be advifcd by me, 
And kt not your eood nature be 
Too much alarmed on this occafion ; 
The BUuifntith, Cr, is on good faihion { 
So fer from having pierc'd within. 
Your weapon never raz'd his fkin j 
He did, when fitft vour book he faw, 
Feel Ibmcthlng liclLle like a ftraw, 
But then his limbs and life were fate — 
It only made the BtackfintlJi laugh 1 



Rem, 



E POEI 



" Polyphemus. 



Now hark ye, kind reader, a word in your ear j 

I only (hall notice a place here and iherCj 

Where this writer I iind nand'ring widely, poor mi 

And let him ai gently to rights as I can. 

" Hi grtally admir'd hir i''-^ he tells you not So, 

But that he much doubted her genuine or no,I 

And that afterwards, when he ventured to try. 

He found her a bafiard, not fprung from the iky ; 

tia gnddefi, the offspring of heav'nly plains. 

But the Ipurious produce of Calvinian brains. 

" He iorilii,ji^ ifcapedi" he does not, indeed; 

I wonder you'll truft to your blundering head, 

"Tis " taielj tfcaped" fute, if you wiU look | 

But 'tis common with you, (ir, to talk without boofc 

To " lately, efcaped," he tells the blind youth. 

He aught te iai/e added, "/rem lie arms sf Truth" 

But rather it fhould be, I think, honeft friend, 

From the dang'roua errors Calvinians defend. 

" Said Hepkaijliu," To here your poor readers may feek 

Long enough for the meaning of this heathen Greek ; 

What need for it, pray, but to (how on th' occafion 

Vour own learned vanity and afFeflation ? 



;^«i^ oily =m: large ey 



ge oThifl owD pamphJec, ia Ui odditA to 
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Omnifcience to God we deny not^you know, 

His decrees^ right defined, we likewile allow ; 

And if " Turks, Pagans, Jetus, ha^ve in every age 

AJfertedyour doBrine, both ^ious and /age. 

And ChrijHans in this and tn every nation 

Have drunk in the tenet of predeftination,^'* 

You ftill mud allow the Cyclopean youth, 

That the age of a tenet's no proof oi its truth ; 

Nor does it authenticate error, I ween. 

How numWous foe'er its abettors have been. 

" But clofe not in argument " — Calvinift, fie ; 

Your proud intimation joins clofe on a lie ; 

Your puffs are unmeaning, your boafling is vain \ 

We fear not the Calvinift nor his vohoU train. 

Thsit Fletcher you hint at has given you your fill. 

Has drubbed your bold champions, Toplady and Hill, 

Has come to clofe quarters, much clofer I trow 

Than fome of you like, that we very well know j 

If this writer thinks not, let him try if he can 

(He yet is unanfwerM) to anfwer tne man — 

To bring down this high-foaring Swifs to the ground. 

His books are in print, and may eafily be found. 

" fTe eftabUJh old chance j " fir, we do not indeed, 

'Tis but a miftake of your own muddy head. 

" And may ye fucceed, but "'tis more than I hope ;" 

Here too, fir, we think you are wide of your fcope. 

In general it feems, if we truil to old fame. 

The Calvinians are playing a fafl loofing game. 

** Untaught to examine, forbid to debate " — 

Such falfities how can this writer relate ? 

Of your pens or your parts, fir, we fland in no dread ; 

We fear not your ablefl productions to read, 

To give them a fair and a candid review. 

And canvafs your ablefl arguments through. 

However, good fir, that- of crowds of your own 

The line is defcriptive, is very well known. • 

" And crafty Ufyjes ; *' dear fir, have a care. 

And be not fool-hardy, but cautious, beware ! 

Touch lightly on Fletcher, your teeth he will fpoil j 

You remember the tale of tne viper and file ? f 



* The Calvinifls, to our knowle(^e, in many places ftriAly charging their people 
not to read Mr. Fletcher, 
t See the tventy-third hblc of JETop. 

Z 
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The Ctd'viiaji, fir, may be certain oflhiG, 

He nor is, nore'er will bt, a match for the S--wifi. 

" Sjfilt darken'd the eye in poor Poly f heme' j Jront " — 

Now don't write ahfiinlly, good poet, pray don't. 

"When truth he beheld" how! what,man,doyou fay! 

Could the Cychpi fee Iraih without eyes, fir, I pray. 

When his/>i waa quite darken'd (you feign he'd but one), 

And foot Popfhemurvias" blind al a Jtnue?" 

Our poet polTeffes rare talents indeed. 

An invention-liirprlfing, and accurate head I 

" But the goddefs,* indeed, 
" Had Ferilaj \ legibly lurnte on her head." 
Don't you think you millDke now 7 I think, fir, you do \ 
The medium ij falie which you look at her through; 
Or fomething's the matter, whatever it be. 
For Truth on her forehead you never did fee. 
You'll fay I am palitive \ excule me, fir, do. 
Example is catchmg, dear poet, you know. 
It is not long fince this Calvlnlan elf 
I met on my way, fir, and faw her myfelf ^ 
Examin'd her cloiely, and truly can tell 
1 remember her perfiin and look very well. 
Since then, t have fccn, Cr, you mult underlland, 
Htr portraiture drawn by a mafterly hand ; J 
And for your advantage and profit, dear man, 
I'll try to delcribe her as near as I can. 



A FiGuftATivE Sketch op Calvinism. 

Her perfon's genteel, fair-proportion'd, and tall. 
Her countenance comely, but haughty wilhal j 
Hei genuine name (for I faw't in her face 
Infcrib'd on her forehead) is IVanlBn-free-greue.^ 
Howe'er, th' appellations are difF'rent (he claimii. 
And Ihe palfes he rlelf under various names) 
Sometimes Orthodoxy, and fometimes Free-grace, 
Curtail'd of the adifition infcrib'd on her face; || 
Sometimes (he Pure Coy?ic/herrelf (he'll afRrm; 
And fometimes The DoSrinei of Grace are her ten 
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Then The Truth or The Go/pel^ to thefe (he'll lay claim, 

As if none but herfelf e'er deferved the name. 

An ugly black boy* you'll be certain to find, 

That bears up the train of her mantle behind ; 

Her conftant attendant, ne'er feen from her fide, 

And by the fraternal relation allied, 

But as confcious, it feems, of his own frightful look, 

Very artfully hides himfelf .under her cloak.f 

When firft I difcerned him, I ftepp*d to the place, 
And took up the train that o'eHhadow'd his face ; 
But (fave me kind Heaven, and merciful be !) 
So horrid an afpe6l I never did fee ! 
Remorfelefs ill-nature appear^ in his air, 
And perch'd on his head fat the Fury Deipair ; 
His breath fent around a fulphureous fmell. 
From his broad glaring eyes flaih'd the lightning of hell ; 
For fingers dire fharp crooked talons appeared ; 
His roar the moft dreadful that ever was heard ; 
His fplay cloven feet might be feen as he went. 
And plainly betray 'd his infernal defcent ; 
His name is free wrath, fir, which vifibly ftood 
Infcribed on his forehead in letters of blood ; 
In one fingle line his character to tell. 
He was fierce as ten furies, and horrid as hell ! { 
His dire afpe£l — which (till frighted fapcy retains — 
E'en causM the warm blood to run chill in my veins. 
I (tarted with horror, tum'd back from the view, 
Implor'd Heaven's protedtiop, and ha(ty withdrew ; 
Retir'd to a diftance, beneath a fre(h (hade. 
And fat down to notice the progre& they made. 
She walks through the world (her attendant behind); 
And as (he proceeds through the crowds of mankind. 
She picks up fome fav'rites, a few here and there. 
And fawns over thefe with peculiar care j 
She hugs them and foothes them, and fmiles in their face. 
And tells them they're all the dear o(Fspring of grace ; 
That (he loves them all dearly, and will do for aye. 
Let them do what they will, or behave as they may ; 
Should they murder with David, or curfe, fwear, and lie 
With Peter, or like him their Saviour deny 5 



* Abfolute Reprobation. 

f Alluding to the general backwardneis of the Calvlnifts to fpeak on the fubjeA 
of Reprobation. 
X ** Fierce as ten furies, terrible as hell," is a line of Milton, B. z, L. 671. 
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Or commit whai fome people adulierv call. 
She alTurci them they never [h^l fiaMy fall ^ 
Bui fooner or later, howe'er they've behaved. 
Shall be made to repent, and believe, and be faved. 
But Die looks on all elle, {ir, that ever were bom. 
With contempt, indignation, and infinite fcom. 
And ttWs them enpreffly Ihe alwaj'] vien'd them 
With wrath everlaftine, and hatred fupreme. 
She calls them and makes them mock offers af grace 
If they come, fir, jhe taunts them and fleers in their ii 
Reproaches ihcm as a vile tiprobats brood. 



With a haughty, imperious, and infolent 

She was Aire her proceedings were not to be blam'd, 

.1,-;. r.-tF'..-.™, were juft, and they ought to be 



That theii 



And queftion'd them fternly how Tuch a vile brood 

Durll preiiime to complain or reply agalnft God i 

For thai fix thouiand years ago, or thereupon. 

The crime that deferved thefe pains they had done 

In the garden of Eden, when, at Satan's fuit. 

Our old grandfather Adam cat forbidden fruit. 

When they further prefum'd, fir, lo reafon the cafe. 

And told her they never remember'd the place. 

And raid (like the lamb in the fable* forlorn) 

That ihe time Ihe had named »aa before they were born, 

That they could not conceive how God juftly could ftnd 

Them to torments infernal and pains without end. 

As they themfelves never were able to choole, 

Nor e'er had a power to accept or reliile ; 

Twas as hard with a crime to be chargeable made. 

Of which, fir, [hey never were cBafiims they (aid — 

For a crime to be hated, rejefltd, forlorn, 

Another committed before they were bom j 

And eameftly bcgg'd (he'd eonfider their cafe. 

And try them atleall with one grain of true grace. 

That they might (though but fmall) have fome chance for 

falvatlon, 
Before they were fent to eternal damnation. 
Here the lady put on, in a furious fit, 
A frown, fir, as black as the bottomlefs pit ; 
She huff'd and look'd fcornfijl, and proudly declar'd 

* ift <bt fKond &>le cf JEhp. 
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Such dull coxcombs as they were beneath her regard ; 
She caird them perverfe, and of reprobate mindy 
And free willing heretics, fhipid, and blind ; 
Blafpheming Arminians, that truth they betrayed — 
*Twas horrid and fhocking to hear them, fhe faid j 
That *twas true they'd no pow'r to accept or deny. 
And declar*d that Free-agency all was a lie ; 
That how ftrange a matter foe'er it may feem 
To fuch (hallow (hort-fighted creatures as them, 
With fuch things as theS, fhe would have them to know, 
Common fenfe, fir, and reafon had nothing to do : * 
She wonder'd, much wonder'd, fuch wretches as them. 
To cenfure their Maker^s decrees fhould prefume 5 
Though they fell on themfelves with a terrible weight, 
They fhould hold their peace, go to hell, and be quiet ; 
And as heaven^s great Sovereign it feems had thought fit 
To doom them to burn in the bottomlefs pit, 
They ought not to murmur, but humbly fubmit. 
To yield to the fovereign difpofal he claims. 
Nor complain for his pleafure to fry in the flames. 

Here fhe frownM and looked wrathful, averted her face, 
And declarM they fhould ne'er have a grain of true grace j 
Contemptuous fhe turned, difregarded their cry, 
And finally paffed the poor reprobates by. 

No fooner (he turned, but the monfter behind, 
Perceiving they now for the flames were defign'd, 
Firft view d them with infernal pleafure a while. 
And grinn'd o'er them horrid a grim ghaftly fmile,f 
Then flalkM through the crowd with his cloven fplay feet, 
And tofl them by fhoals to the bottomlefs pit ! 
But what fhockM beyond meafure and harrowM my mind. 
Was to fee the grim fiend feize the poor infant kind ! 
For myriads of infants the Wanttm pafs'd by,t 
Not regarding their moan or their heart-piercing cry, 
I watch *d the fierce Fury^ and faw him, fir, ftand 
With a tender young infant gripped faft in each hand ; 
His talons pierced thro' them, and down from each wound 
The warm blood in flreamlets difUll'd on the ground. 
To have heard their fad fhrieks and their pitiful moan. 



* This the anthor heard a Calvinift aflert in exprefs terms not long ago. 

f "GrinnM horrible a ghaftly finile."— Milton, B. z, L. 846. 

X If the Calvinifts deny this, I prefent them with the following note taken from 
Mr. Fletcher's '^Scripture Scales,** part fecond, pp. 281, z8z, fecond edit.: — ^* When 
Cahrin fpeaks of the abfolute deflrudion of/o many nations j which (* una cum 
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Would have pierced a heart even harder than Itone ; 
They writhed in an agony, torfur'd with pain. 
And reread out theii poor little arms, fir, in vain I 
1 wept o'er the babies, 1 couid not forbear 
(I, Cr, am afatktr, encufe the fond tear); 
My boweli yeam'd o'er the poor innocent iambs i 
And when the foul fiend caft them into the flames, 
I ftepp'd to the fide of the pit and look'd in ; 
But O, my dear Calvinift, what a fid fccne ! 
Whole myriads of infants of different degrees. 
Some but a Ipan long, fome yet fmaller than thele. 
In fiiTiouB burnings lay weltering there. 
Though they knew not for why they fo miferable vt 
Convidfed and rack'd with unfpeakable pain. 
They feebly Jcream'd out, but their Icreams were ii 

horrid and cruel, I cried out, difmayedi 

It feems the dire couple o'erheard what I laid. 
For no fooner the words from my lips, {ir, were fl 
But they both caft upon me an indignant frown. 

1 was frighted, as well you'll fuppoik 1 might be. 
For fear thofe dire talons Ihould fatten on me 
I turned about, in a hurry withdrew, 
And bade them a long and a willing adieu I 



Ifin'lisfalfi thai 'when mnnj'ril, 
■'■ ■ nt fied deftfuid mU 



'& 



in quliieni i.fTiW(. ftttiir.' ■-■ '- -' ' 



tHthflirfUrd •/Crfi'iMM/iiKl/ itarir ihrltilf- 
' vfodo limiiJ^ >dJ3ckliii, idm \ hint tnrlujcn, liaect. 






APPENDIX. 3+3 

'TivouU be unjuftjhould God not lo^ve 

With like affihion all our race^ 

Andgi've to all men equal grace ! 

We difappro've the Word that fays 

*Tis God di/pofes all men's njuays j 

Nor can 'we vwn him for a Methodifty 

Who fays he can do nothing ^thout Chrifl, 

We Cal'vinifm wholly Sfapprove^ 

And HATE H them confijis nvith perfect lo've, 

The tranf'vers^dfhillingfix^d my fait h^ 

Which Vm refol'v'dto hold till deathr 

Y\\ tell thee what, Calvinift, 'twixt thee and I, 

'Tis mean, and unmanly, and wicked to lie. 

Of all thefe afTertions thy pen has let fall. 

There is not one grain of found truth in them all. 

That our open belief of thefe points we declare. 

Your confcience, I think, will not let you aver; 

That with juftice and truth they can fairly be drawn 

From our principles, is what I never have known ; 

And *tis well enough known to this candid good man. 

That our fixed belief is that they never can. 

And therefore to mifreprefent as you do. 

Is unfair, and ungen'rous, and cowardly too. 

" That men by 'works are juftified 
We preachj*"* So does Saint James befides.f 

** We make it plain 

That God muft first be lo'v'd by man,'*'* 

Write greater untruth they who can. 

" We prove that God may lo've to-day ^ 

To-morronu take his love avoayj*'* 

The fame will honeft Hofea fay j J 

The fame Ezekiel faid before,§ 

And John,\\ and Paul,^ and twenty more. 

Calvinians '*fay God's'' ftiU "the fame." 

Who, think you, can this author name 

That thinks the fentiment amiis, 

Or fays the contrary to this ? 

" And ivhom He loves and makes Hisfriend^ 

He loves andfaves them to the end'"* 

The very fame the Blackfmith faith. 

If they continue in the Faith, 



• Viz., Mr. Wcfley's. ^ Ezek. xviii. 14, 26; aiid xxxiii. ij, 18 

t Sec James ii. 24. II John xv. 6. 

I Hofea ix. 15. i Rom. xi. zz. 
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Grounilcd and Tsttled, nor give up 
The genuine Gol'pel's ftable hope. 

'■ Some tralhl there an, nue cau'l derry. 
Yet dare by no meass friach them." Fie ! 
Non i« not this, dear fir, a lie I 
" Somethings 'Jje DiSBBLiBve, yet ihey ■ 
Wiii hatie them treaeh'd, and lui obey. 

"We hope 

ThBugh tue da git/e eur confdeace i^ 
{SmSt harm, ifgBod may come from Ihtnci), 
God luilh our ineahttji itiill difhenfe." 

fie tor fliime, Calvinifi, fie, fie fm (hame! 

Did not confcience here whifper thou'rt highly to blan 
Where one of ihofe Mcthodift preachers, I irow, 
(Come name them and Ihime ihcm) where one doft ll 

That fuch'a bafe, vile, wicked maxim receives. 
Or preaches contrary to what he believes ? 
But if thou canft not, then repent as 'tis o'er. 
And write fuch bale, vile, wicked (landers no more. 
'* Frsfaae and ungoMj and Melhodyts join'd. 
United in purpofi, ia heart, and in mind." 

1 cannot help thinking, dear Gr, in this place, 
This remark comes from you with a veiy '•' grace. 
Thought I, 'twould do well this Calvinian elf 
Would take Paul's advice + and confidet himfelf. 
Keep his vile intimations upon his own ground. 
Where profane and ungodly enough may be found. 
"Infiite of them ail, I the fiepire ytt hold." 

But where, fir, reigns Calvinifm io uncontroU'd ? 
That erroneoui fcheme you fo ftoutly aver, 
And difhonour the tnith by companng't with her. 
" Forbear then, O Cyclops, for triumph I mufi. 
When Ihou and thy forces are laid in the daft." 
A mean, empty, low, and poor paltry vain boaflr. 
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bfllwoen UieED and thoas of tlio Saions nlLb musb freflliDHS it not abaolnte 
flovslty," — Quardian, 
BARNnS' (E«v. W.) Views of Labour and Gold. Fop. 8vo, dath. 3a 

'*Uc. BunisEis a reoddt Bud a tLiiuksr. JIs liua tblnl and a coDiqileuena 
merlL— Ui stjls Is psifeckly Innld and Blinptu, If ths liumblost rcsilsi i^ 
oidinary inlaJligenca dealied to fulloir out tba proMsa by wlilvli BocistLea iM 
bnllt up and hsld liasUisr, ho has Init to bttaks hlinaslf lo tho study of lit. 
BsrnBu'a epitoios. Tba Utls "Views of LBhoilrimd tlolil,''t ' ' 



t Loboor sod Copital, cud lo Ihi t-imiilr7, 
til, and positive vsll lieing or n nation! 
ledwitlisefinaasnHpandauuh ligbCind 



Wbat Doiutitatfla tha ntlDty. 
Sutdscta of tbia claaa ale carely 
■rtlxticmatdpuiatian.''— ^Iteno 
-■■mieoiilBlon of aaBh sF ■ ' 



snb)esta oCpoUtinl namoni]' 

via the ortginsUty of r ' 

■ttnuil and iep*r U" ' 



ClomtiisiiDf . 

... _ dllnbe both lutsreiting qu ^ 

" ittaiHtoB.^^t>iiiiiSii atfimtr. 
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BARNES' ({Uv. W.) Poems, partly of Bural IMe, in National ]^g. 
lish. 12mo, cloth. 5s 

BbABNES' (Bev. W.) Poems of Rural Life in the Dorset Dialect. 
Fcap. 8vo, first collection, fourth edition, doth. 6b 

' Second Collection, second edition, fcap. 8yo, doth. 6a 

Third Collection, fcap. 8vo, cloth. 4s 6d 

BATEMAN (Thos., of Yovlgrave, Derbyshire) Vestiges of the An- 
tiquities of Derbyshire, and the Sepulchral Usages of its Inha- 
bitants, from the most Remote Ages to the Reformation. Svo, 
wifh numerous woodcuts of Tumuli and their contents, Crosses^ 
Tombs, die., doth. 158 

BATEMAN'S (Thomas) Ten Years' Diggings in Celtic and Saxon 
Grave Hills, in the Coimties of Derby, Stafford, and York, from 
184$ to 1853, with Notices of some former Discoveries hitherto 
unpublished, and Remarks on the Crania and Pottery from the 
Mounds. ' 8vo, numerous woodcuts, cloth. 10s 6d 

BATTLE ABBEY.— -Descriptive Catalogue of the Original Charters* 
Grants, Donations, etc., constituting the Muniments of Battle 
Abbey, also the Papers of the Montagus, Sidneys, and Web- 
sters, embodying many highly interesting and valuable Records 
of Lands in Sussex, Rent, and Essex, with Preliminary Memio- 
xanda of the Abbey of Battel, and Historical Particulars of the 
Al^ts. Svo, 2Zi pages, cloth. Is 6d 

BEDFORD'S (Rev. W. K. Riland) The Blazon of Episcopacy, bein 
a complete List of the Archbishops and Bishops of J^glandaad 
Wales, and their Family Arms drawn and described, from me 
first introduction of Heraldry to the present time. 8vo, 144 
pages, and 62 pa^es ofdraioings of Arms, doth. 16s 
tnifs wodc depicttf toe arms of a great number of English Families not to 

he found in other works. 
" There has been an amount of industry bestowed upon this curious work 
¥Ebfch is very creditable to the author, and will be found beneficial to all 
who caie for the subject on which it has been employed."-— Athen^uic 

BERRY'S (W.) Pedigrees and Arms of the Nobility and Gentry of 
Hertfordshire. Folio (only 125 printed). Ids. £1. 10s (origmal 
price £3. 10s) 

BIBLIOaRAPHICAL MISCELLAITT, edited by John Petherail 
8vo, Nos. 1 to 5 (all published), with general title. Is 
CoKTBiTTS.-- Particulars of the Voyage of Sir Thomas Button for the Dis- 
covery of a North- West Passage, a.d. 1612— Sir Dudley Digges' Of the Cir- 
cnmferenoe of the Earth, or a Treatise of the North-Eant Passage. 1611>1S~ 
Letter of Sir Thomas Button on the North- West Passage, in the State-Paper 
Office—Bibliographical Notices of Old Music Boolcs, by Dr. Rimbanft— 
Notices of Suppressed Books— liaitin Mar Prelate's Bhymes— Tlie HardnirW 
Collection of Manuscripts. 

filBLIOTHEQUE Asiatique et Africane, on Catalogue des Ouvrages 
relatifs a I'Asie et a TAfrique qui ont paru jusqu'en 1700, par 
H. TspiTAUZ-CoMFAins. 8yo, avec supplement et index, 
10* 6d -r ~i 



8 BOOKS PUBLISHED OB SOLD BY 

**BIBLIA PAUPERUM." One of the earliest and most eurioai' 
Block Books, reproduced in facsimile from a copy in the British 

Museum, by J. Ph. Bbbjeau. Roval 4to, half hound. £2. 2b 

Tbe BiBUA Faupkbum, known alao by the title of Hibtoria Yktsrjs r 
NoYi Testamenti, iii a set of woodcata in which the Old and New Testament 
are both brought to memory by pictures, and some lines of text in Latin. This 
name, Biblia Paupebum« is derived from its use by monks of the po<»erordei8 
commonly called Paupebks Christi. 

As a specimen of the earliest woodcnts and of printed block-books, destined 
to snpenede the manuscripts anterior to the valuable invention of Gnttenberg^ 
the BiBUA Paupbrcm is well worthy the attention of the amateur of Fine Arts 
as well as of the Bibliographer. It consists of 40 engravings, printed <a one 
side only of the leaves, and disposed so as to have the figures opposite to each 
other. 

The engrayings were printed by friction, with a snbiitance of a brownish 
colour instead of printing ink, which was unknown at this early period. To 
imitate as near as possible the original, the plates in this facsimile are disposed 
opposite each other, and printed in a brownish colour. Various editions of tiiis 
Block-Book have been discovered, without any writer being able to say which 
Is the first one. A review of them is given in the printed Introduction of ttw 
book. 

Besides the rhymed Latin Poetry — of which part was given by Heinecken, 
and after him by Ottley— the Introduction gives, for the first time, the whcde 
of the Text printed on both sides in the upper compartment, as well as n 
"Sj^g^^"^ Explanation of the subject 

Only 250 copies have been pbistted, uniforhlf wtfh Mr. S. Lbiok 
Sotherby's Vrincipta Typographiea. 

BIGSBY*S (Robert, M.A., LL.D,) Historical and Topographical 
Description of Repton, in the County of Derby, with Inciden* 
tal View of objects of note in its Vicinity. 4to, a handsome 
volume, loitk sevehty illustration9 on copper, stone, ami wood, 
doth, 18s {original price £S, 3s) 

BLAKE (M.) A Brief Account of the Destructive Fire at BUndfoid 
Forum, in Dorsetshire, June 4, 1731. Beprinted firom-the edi- 
tion of 1735, tcith a plan and 2 vietos, 4to^ dotk. 2a 6d 

BLAVIGNAC (J. D., Architecte) Histoire de TArchitecture Sacr^ 
du quatri^me au dixidme si^cle dans les anciens ^vech&de 
Geneve, Lausanne, et Sion. One vol, 8vo, 450 pages, Z7 plates, 
and a 4to Atlas of S2 plates of Architecture, SctUpture, Frescoes, 
Beliquaries, d:c., die. £2. 10s 
A very remarkable book, and worth the notice of the Architect, the ArehsB- 

ologist, and the Artist. 

BOYNE (W., F.8.A.) Tokens issued in the Seventeenth Century in 

England, Wales, and Ireland, by Corporations, MerchantSi 

Tradesmen, &;c., described and illustrated. Thick 8vo, A^plaUs, 

doth. £1. Is {original price £2. 2s) 

Nearly 9600 Tokens are described in this work, arranged alphabetically under 

Counties and Towns. To the Numismatist, the Topographer, and Genealogist^ 

It will be found extremely useftiL 

BOSWORTH (Rev. Joseph, D.i)., Anglo-Saxon Professor in iks 

University of Oxford) Compendious Anglo-Saxon and Rw^riwii 

Dictionary. 8yo, dcidy printed in trdtle cdumtis. 128 
" This is not a mere abridgment of the laige Dictionary, but almost an entirely 
new woric In this compendious one will be found, at a very moderate priee 
all that is most practical and valuable in the former expensive edi^km, viih a 
great accession of new words and matter.**— ii«(Aor*a Pre/oos. 
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(MWORTH and WARING.— Four Versions of the Holy Gospels, 

' Tiss., in Gothic, a.d. 360 ; Anglo-Saxon, 995 ; Wycli£fe, 1389 ; 

" and Tyndale, 1526, in parallel columns, with Preface and Notes 
by the Rev. Dr. Bosworth, Professor of Anglo-Saxon in the 
University of Oxford, assisted by Georqb Waring, M.A., of 
Cambridge and Oxford. One vol, 8vo, ahiyve 600 vages, cloth, 
12b 6d 

A very low price has been fixed to ensure an extended sale among stndents 

d higher schools. 

— Large Paper. 4to, a kandsoine volume, not many printed. 

doth, £2. 2s 

" The texts are printed in four parallel columns, and veiy great care api>ears 
have been taken iu their collation and correction." — Athinaeom. 

•* We heartily welcome this volume, brought out with so much care and 
(Uity ... It does credit to the printers of the University. . , . The work is 
bolarlike, and is a valuable contribution to the materials for Biblical Criti- 
an, . . We heartily commend it to the study of all who are interested either 
the philology of the English language, or in the history and formation of our 
itboxized Version."— The Christian REMRMfiBANCGB, a Quarterly Review. 

** Tt may almost be a question, whether the present volume phssesses greater 
terost for the divine or for the philologist. To the latter it must certainly be 
teresting from the opportunity which it affords him of marking the gradual 
(velopment of our languages. The four versions of the Gospel, . . . with a 
urned and instructive preface, and a few necessary notes, form a volume, the 
Hue and imi>ortauce of which need scarcely be insisted upon."— Notes and 

7SBIES. 

LAKEY (Robert) Historical Sketches of the Angling Literature of 
all Nations, to which is added a Bibliography of English Writers 
on Angling, by J. B. Smith. Fcap. 8vo, cloth. 5s 

OWLES (Rev. W., Lisle) Hermes Britannicus, a Dissertation on the 
Celtic Deity Teutates, the Mercurius of Csesar, in further proof 
and corroboration of the origin and designation of the Great 
Temple at Abury, in Wiltshire. 8vo, hds, 4b {original price 8s 6d) 

RIDGER'S (Charles) Index to the Printed Pedigrees of English 
Families contained in County and Local Histories, the '^ Herald's 
Visitations," and in the more important GtencKEdogical Collec- 
tions. Thick 8vo, doth. 10s 6d 
A similar work to Sims's "Index of Pedigrees in the HSS. in the British 
[useum. What that is for Manuscripts this is for Printed Books. It is the 
lOst complete Index of its kind, and contains double the matter of other 
isty productions. 

IROOKE (Richard, F.S.A.) Visits to Fields of Battle in England, 

of the XVth Century, with some Miscellaneous Tracts and 

Papers, principally upon Archaeological Subjects. Royal Svo, 

plates, doth. 15s 

The work contains a descriptiye account of the scenes of most of the memo* 
ible conflicts in the Wars of York and Lancaster, comprising the celebrated 
attles of Shrewsbury, Blore Heath, Northampton, Wakefield, Mortimer's 
JnoMi, Towton, Bamet, Tewkesbury. Bosworth, and Stoke, and genealogical 
Dd other particuhirs of the powerful, warlike, and distinguished personages 
'ho were the principal actors in those stirring and eventful times, with plans 
f some of the fields of Battle, and an Appendix containing the principal 
.cts of Attainder relative to the Wars of the Roses, and Lists of the Koblo* 
ken, Knights, and other personages attainted by them. 
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BROOKE {Richard] A Descriptive Aocount of Liverpool, oa ii-Wt 

luring tha Inat Quarter i>f the XVIlIth Century, 1775 — 180ft 

A faandiKime vol, ruyal 8to, tcUh Ubutratiimt, cloth. 12b 6d 

foriijinat pria £1. fis) 

la iddition to tnrariMtion relaUve to ths Publla BuUdloga, StutUttw, ud 

Commem of ths Town, Ihe nork contain* «omc cunoin ond iDterestioE P"" 

UoDlan vhliili lisTs iii)y«rb(wn pMTiontly publiihcd, «■[»"' — •' ' — '•■■ 

Lillilta. uid unuHinsuts ol the iDhiblUota oILiFui«Dl di 

wltli Tlevi ot Ut imUBe eiliQceiL 

BBUCE CDr. J. Colllngwood, AutJior of the "Roman WaU") Iha 
Bsyeus Tnpestc; Elucidated. 4to, a band^ime roluine, Btut- 
iratcdaiih 17 coLorBED platu, repmentinj ilit tntire Ti^atrj, 
ttUmbdi. £1. Ifl. 

BDCHANAN (W.) Mamoita of Painting, with a Clironological H 
toiy uf the Importation of Pictures b; the Great Mostars ic__ 
Scglond since the Freuch KevolatioD. 2 vols, 8to, ids. 7b Bd 
(original priet £1. Or.) 

BUHNETT (H. Jonea, Af.D.) Genoa, with Reraarks on the dimste, 
aud it< uiflueti«e upon Invallda. 12mo, cloth, is 

BURKE (John) Qenealogical and Heraldic History of the Eztinet 
and Dormant Bnroniituies of England, Ireland, luid. Scotland. 
Medium 8to, becosd editiob, 638 doitly pntited pages, in 
d«vMe eolumm, «>ith oIkjuC 1000 Armi cnr/raiKd on uwMJ^ j{m ! 

^^ ^ , Y ..... ,n. ,„.■_■„-.„„■.. i., „.., 

TliiBKoi* 



port, of Jaues I,, doth. lOa {original prvx £1. Se) 

nbmrk BBgHccd the »ttenUoiia( Uiemthor (Or ee ' 

--'- - '*3aqiand fiuntllei, many of tbpm ainonBBt t] 

1 the WnBUom, fieh carrtcd dawn to Ha reprosentaiivt 



„ i ot the »UiiMi«i, 

uibfei-ementi. nod Cottnnei, gonMatlon aflM gsuBnllon, from the eorllust 10 

OALTOK'S (R. Bell) Annals and Legends of Calais with Skettliel 

of Emigrd N(itabiliti«e and Memoirs of Lady HamUtcm. Fust 

Bvo, witkfronUtpiea and i ; tt uO ua 

PmrciPAL Costhhh.— HintoiT cf tli 

a nit at ths ComiuaDdani ind the rf 

BiuoiH— Calais M an EngllJiii bon) nf 

tbo nml— HoniyVIiltlii Ainrt '^— 

•JUa Koritih Fals, wiUi the namt 1 g 

BWlih&a— Th«8iegi»of Tier. 1 i i r f —rrai 



doth of BMd— Notlos of IhG To n anJ Last a of Oalanos and 
Jafan da LaDcaatur—Ths T nn n d SeEinnnoaF Ardrea— The ' 



Ung— VUlagn and Cbitaau of Snngatu. Coulj^nn, Mark, E 

mmt-RBViow Of the Eugliih Ocoupatinn of Calaia, sad ita Eecnpturn by the 

» de Oulac— Itie Lowci Tann and Ita lace Tiade—ODr Cniuini'nlal Bcti- 



.. _. , i. B«a Broiamel, Jommj Drqiihiirt. and hi 

[ilead ranatlBia/, "Niuuod," Berlielajr Craven, HTitan, Dneheas of Kingita 
— A Dew Memoir of Iiudy Hamilton, £u. AlloBOtlier an '-* ' ' 
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BUKN's (J., Southerden) History of Parish Registers in England, 
and Renters of Scotland, Ireland, the Colonies, Episcopal 
Chapels in and about London, the Geneva Register of ^e !^:o- 
testant Refugees, with Biographical Notes, eta Second edUionf 
greatly enlarged, 8vo, cloth, 10s 6d 

IftAMBRIDGE. — ^Historia CoUegii Jesu Cantabrigiensis, a J. Sher> 
manno, olim pnes. ejusdem Collegii Edita J. 0. HaluwelU 
8yo, cloth, 2s 

lAJRDWELL (Rev. Dr., Professor of Ancient History, Oxford) Lec- 
tures on the Coinage of the Greeks and Romans, delivered ia 
the University of Oxford. 8vo, doih, i% {original price 8s 6d) 

A very interesting historical vohime, and written in a pleasing and popular 
oanner. 

3ARTWRIGHT.— Memoirs of the Life, Writings, and Mechanical 

Inventions of Edmund Cartwright, D.D., P.R.S., Inventor of 

the Power Loom, d-c. Edited by E. H. Strickland. Post.Svo^ 

engravings, boards, 2s 6d (original price 10s 6d) 

It contains some interesting literary history. Dr. Cartwright numbering 
mong his correspondents. Sir w. Jones, Crabbe, Sir H. Davy, Fulton, Sir S. 
laffles, Langhome, and others. He was no mean Poet, as his legendary tale of 
■ Armiue and Elvira " (given in the Appendix) testifies. Sir W. Soott says it 
pntains some excellent poetry, expressed with unusual felicity. 

CATALOGUE (Classified) of the Library of the Royal Institution 
of Great Britain, with Indexes of Authors and Subjects, and a 
List of Historical Pamphlets, chronologically arranged. B^ 
Benj. Vincent, Lilaurian. Thick 8vo, pp. 948, half moroecQ^ 
vnarbled edges. 15s 

It will he found a very useful volume to book collators, aad iadispensabto 

public librarians. 

;HAD WICK (William) The Life and Times of Daniel De Foe, witii 

Remarks, Digressive and Discursive. 8vo, pp. 472, portrait^ 

doth 10s 6d. 

'* Daniel De Foe devoted his life and energies to the defence of free instfte- 

ions and good government He was the Badicid of his day. He not only 

rrote, but suffered for truth and liberty. He was impoverished and perse- 

uted for his labours in this cause ; nay. he was repeatedly imprisoned for 

Is principles, or for his unswerving attachment to them, and for bis boldness 

nd honesty in asserting them. He was the vigorous and Indefiitigable 

pponent of priestism, of ecclesiastical dominatTon, and of the Fofrffldi 

sndendes of his time. We might not approve of all he wrote against tiie 

atholics, but we should remember that he saw and felt, as we cannot^ bow 

iherently opposed to true freedom is the Catholic system. Although we live 

1 very mfl^rent times from those in which De Foe lived, yet his life is-Aill 
f pregnant lessons for the liberals and friends of religious fireedom of our day." 
'Bradford Review, 

CHRONICLE of London £rom 1089 to 1483, written in the 16ti^ 
Century, and for the first time printed from MSS. in the British 
Museum, with numerous Contemporary Illustrations of Royal 
Letters, Poems, descriptive of Public Events and Manners and 
Customs of the Metropolis. (Edited by Sni Habbis Kick^as.) 
4to, facsimile, doth bds. ISs 

Only 260 conies printed. It forms a Supplement to the Chronicles of Hard* 

ig, Bastall, Grafton, Hall, and others. 
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CHATTO [W. A., A uthor of " /flcfcion'* mttor;/ of Wood I 
Mjr") t'natsuid Siieuufatious no tbu Historj of Pliiji 
in Europe. 8vo,profiiKli/iiliutritli!d iri'IA, eH^ravioffs, B 
and eolourtd, elaik. £1. Is 
"Tbt luquiTv Into tha arTgln and jtlgnlficjtlL^^n 

•■dttBhaniUiu,Uf-'— ^— ' —■—""-■ — ■-' 



, „._a, unci pollUiad oohl ■ . 

... — .wir Dhonget, onam ■ naw Ofltd of HDtlqu.i 
VuuuM irttli wUbb Ur. ObatM hu explored U l< . 
■nocsiKnii. Ilw plitea wltti «hic& the volniiii: : . 
Vm valae in tbla point of ilaw. It Is nut Id Ih .1(^ 
it oontiUBUqors uuller thim ho evsr bntow lietn n.lli 
tbe nmemlijcot In aplto of fCa fiuilU. It in enuoilii 
moat orltlDAl rv&der comot Aiil to 1» ont^rtnllwd by thu 
Illng IcRioUig Uc. Ctutto bu umobofl' ceutTlTed (e ili 

"Indoiil, tbs BBtita prodnotion daiwrvoa onr warme! 
rarvGanHc 

■ana wio nsver play at corcli"— Toil'i MiigiuiTU. 
"A cirr^olia, Qotflrtnlnlrg, imd renlly luiunetl book." — Baftbter, 

"THE GAME OF THE CHESSE," tho Firet Book printed i 
EogUmd by Williau Castoh, reproduced in taiaimilB from _ 
oop; in the BcitiitU Musoum, with a few Remarks on Caxtm'i 
TypograpluraJ ProdiioUotiB, by VuiCBHl FloQlBa. iio, pp. W, 
vUh 23 curimu wxdfuta, h/uf moroeco, muait. £1. Ig — af '- 
antique calf, mli bevelled boarrii andcarmme edges. £X. 8b 
Fnnuautlir. IK na nail df thg Worlu of OutUn snd tba suJV EngUrii Prtn 

and of Uwii Bisok liettsT Booka, rai? few peisous evar lud Ilie opt<ottnnii 



Prtnlm 
lunitj" 



if Prinllng. 

Ths Stpat and WatimiiHia biro also bean nuda enir«Ht>, 

■a noar aji pDaaible, liko tbe original ; and ths bootc is laonupunled. bf 1 bl 
imiBTla Ufa (•raoUcal nature, which liave bean aiiegeBted dnrlnu tho p»jm" 
cfthelbunt.andlhaneceaBicyBtndj'and nuapBriBOa of Cextun's Wocloi -'i'' 
tJum of Itia conbiiapoinrica in Garmaay, by Hr V. FioaiHS, who spaut 
yemn' " labonr ot lovH " In aiitting tlia tDHtriiaa for tba type. 
COLLECTION of Letters on ScieDt-ific Subjects, iUustiaijve ot tb> 
Frogreaa of Science in Bnglaud, Temp. Etizabeth to Cbarlea VL 
Edited by J. O, Haiaiwell. 8to, rIoCh. 3a 
Omnurialiig lattan of Diggoa, Dee. Tycho Unlie, Lower, Buiott, LidTiiU. 
BrW.Tulty. SirC. Cavendlali. lirancker. Pell, ic- ; alw He Auto1.l«na|.kr 
of BIr Samuel Morland, from a MS. Id Lnnibtll, PaliiQB. Nat, Tarj.ole^s Kf 
Teotor Anoiyticiu, Ac. Cost the subscriLera ot the Blatorital Botie^ uf&I- 

COPENHAQEN.— The TraTeller'a Handbook to CopenhnEea mvl 
ita Environs. B; AjjOLiciAflDS. 12nic>, i/.-HK large map ' " 
land, plan of Copenhagen, and runes, doth. 8a 

COSIN'b (Mr., Seonlary to tht Conimmionm af Footed 

Names of the Komaji CetholicB, Non Jnroiii, and otliera, 'nito 
Refused to Take the Ontha to King Oeot^ I., toge&xi XfTlii 
their Titles, Additiona, and Plaoea at Abode, the Titruiha aA 
Townahips where their Lands lay, the Names of the tlwn 
Tenanta, and the AnQUol Value of them OB returned, by theia> 
—' — "--Printed from tht Ed\tvmqfn i5. 8yo dalh. fc 

-.— >--|][[uithBTapogrsphBraud GebollogiBt. ~_ 
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^CRAIG'S (Rev. J. Duncan) A Hand-Book to the modem Provengal 
Language, spoken in the South of France, Piedmont, &c., com- 
prising a Grammar, Dialogues, Legends, Vocabularies, &c, use- 
ful for English Tourists and others. Royal 12mo, cloth. 8s 6d 
This little book is a welcome addition to our literatnre of comparative philo- 
logy in this country, as we have hitherto had no grammar of the sweet lyrical 
l^ngue of Southern France. 

CRESWELUS (Rev. S. P.) Collections towards the History of 
Printing in Nottinghamshire. Small 4to, sewed. 2s 

DALE (Bryan, M.A.) Annals of Coggeshall, otherwise Sunnedon, in 
the County of Essex. Post Svo, plates, cloik. 7s 6d 

D'ALTON (John, Barrister-of-Law, of DuhUn) Illustrations, Histo- 
rical and Genealogical, of the most Ancient Familifs of Ireland 
(500), Members of which held Commissions in King James's 
Service in the War of the Revolution, wherein their respective 
Origins, Achievements, Forfeitures, and ultimate Destinies are 
set forth. 2 thick vols, Svo, pp. 1400, cloth. £1. Is 

DANISH. — ^English-Danish Dialogues and Progi*essive Exercises. 
By E. F. Ancker. 12mo, cloth. 6b 1851 — Key to Ditto. 5s 

DAVIES (Robt., F.S A., Totcn Clerkof York) Extractsf rom the Munioi- 
^ pal Records of the City of York during the Reigns of Edward IV ., 
Edward V., and Richard III., with Notes, illustrative and e x- 
planatory, and an Appendix, containing some Account of the 
Celebration of the Corpus Christi Festival at York, in the Fif- 
teenth and Sixteenth Centuries. Svo, cloth. 4s {oi'iyinal price 
10s 6d) 

DAVIES (Robt.) The Fawkes's of York in the 16th Ca ntury, in 
eluding Notices of Guy Fawkes, the Gunpowder Plot Conspim- 
tor. Post Svo. Is 6d 

DE GAULLE (Chas.) The Celts of the Nineteenth Century, an Apr 
peal to, the Living Representatives of the Celtic Race. Trans- 
lated, with Notes, by J. D. Mason. Svo, sewed. 2s 

DEVLIN (J. Dacres) Helps to Hereford History, Civil and Legen- 
dary, in an Ancient Account of the Ancient Cordwainer's Ck>m- 
pany of the City, the Mordiford Dragon, and other Subjects. 

12mo {a curious volume), doth. 3s 6d 
"A series of very clever papew." — Spectator. 

" A little work full of Antiquarian information, presented in a pleasing and 
popular form." — Nonconformist 

DRUCE Family. — ^A Genealogical Account of the Family of Druce, 
of Goring, in the County of Oxford, 1735. 4to, only 50 copies 

PRIVATELY PRINTED, bds. 7s 6d 

EDMONDS (Richard, laie of Penzance) The Land's End District 
its Antiquities, Natural History, Natiu^ Phenomena, and 
Scenery ; also a Brief Memoir of Richard Trevithick, C.E. 
Svo, maps, plates, and woodcuts, doth. 7s 6d 

ELLIS' (W. a) Notices of the FamiUes of Ellis. Part L Svo. 29 
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ELLIS' (W. 3.) Hurtapierpoinb (in Siuasi), its LordB and nuuilKi 

8vo, ^ata. la " ' 
ELLIOTT.— Life, Poetry, and Lettara of Ebonszer Elliott, tlie Cow 
Law Hhymer (of ShefBahl). Eilited by hia Son-in-Law, JoBS 
WiTBtjis. Post 8ro, tloth, (an iTiIeTMlinff volume). 3a (or^'m/ 
price It 6d) 

ENOIiAND OS seen hy Formgnera in the Diys of EliEabeth and 

Jsmea the firat, compnmng Titmalations of the Journals of 11* 

two Dukea of Wii-tembarg in 15B2 and 1610, both illurtratiw 

of ShakBspeare, WiOi Eitraeta from the Travels of Fordp 

Princes and others. With Copioaa Notfla, on Inti-oduriJom, and 

Etchincs. By WiUJAU BRENOBtj:Y Rye, Aisiilaiit Kreptfi^ 

tlu Drpartmeiit of Printed Boati, BritUh Stuicum. Think taa> 

ca,p 4to, elegantl}/ printed ly Whitti-ngham, extracloth. I6b 

" ThU curious ToLnmo bsi baoaUiB Isbaun of a bcIioIht's love, andirltlbi 

TOd wllb «iM Iff ilL The Idot of aueutbllDE the testlinonlea ot tonSga tU 

ton, and dunriug lu bow «n appsarai) to otben io the dajs al Bess, br mytf 

cantnut sad oampariaoD to tbeaspeot wipnieDtiD (he dsn or Victodii, wa 

one which lovalved nincli ordoons reseuob. Ur. Bye had bed no predaciBMii. 

Be hsi not onlf added an IntrodiioMDn to the irorlu he luneublii 

■ad tfaDlTstcfl» bat has eniiohed them vEth aomo hnndied paaea arnotaa on^ 
kbidior sulijects, axhUittlag a irlde and DilniiU reacueh."— J'orlaliiAtlv.fiHiMi 

(0. H. LlWES.) 

"It bobWIm a gnod deal of onilfnn and oinnalng msliar.*— Saiun/as Kntta. 
" Mr. Itye'« rork cIsudb the credit at a valoalMo bodj of hlatoricof sntujtt 

" n» book Is one at tbe iniMt tratertsinlnR of the cIam «e hcTi snn fbr ■ 
at tbe moat AaelnitiDg period of ourhlatorj."— LmiJon fltrfam 

" A book npLete both wltli Infonmitton AiidamaBB]aflEit,flLniT^liingasalBoC 
tny ooiima ^ctoies of Baghind In tha Oklsn Time."— Jfelu and Queria, 

" It is diBeult to oonrer a Just Irapreuicn of Ur. Bje'a Totnme in a dmrt 
cii^clam. because thercsuy lotcnstiiLfffeatara of it ti the quslnlaeaa, and, to 
modem eyes, the tlrapUoltjr of moat of the nnmlllvoa, which cannot be repm- 
dneed nllh fall eOeet except ui imatatfona, [Qi irLlchwa hare no spiraeL'' — i<idl 
UM GiatlU. 
"Ahniidsome, well-ptinted, sniortaluinE b»h^4Dt9rlaInlDs andsomethhs 

moTB, and oomos vatr wclcomf '- •■- •' — "■ ■- ' ' u—.-i — ±- — 

that the cblof loterest and the 

Blsta ; end when ther are B» well edited, t; 

llieir fHsbness Is i«Bt : the; help our famlUottty wltJi our hIstiir]r."~leKiltr. 
EVANS (John, F.S.A., Secretary ta Uk Nanusraaiie Soaetij) Coins of 
the Andent Bntons, Arnmged and Described. 3Mok Std, 
many plata, en^trand hy F. W. Pairholt, F.S^., and cati, 
cloth, a liaadiome mlamt. £1. la 
The "Prii daNoDilsmatiqae'' has been awarded b; the Fmncli Acadamls 
dea Insciiptlons et Belles Lettres, to tha authoi, for tMa bnok. 
POSBROKE [T. Dudley, P.S.A.) The Touriafa Granunar. or Itulei 
relating to the Scenery and Antiquities incident to TravellerB. 
including an Epitome of Gilpin's Principlea at tho Picturesque 
•o.^ °— bdt. 2a {ongmcU pries la) 
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■ FINLA.YSON (James) Surnames and Sirenames, the Origin and 

K History of certain Family and Historical Names, and Remarks 

-on the Ancient Right of the Crown to Sanction and Veto the 

I Assumption of Names, and an Histerical Accoimt of the Names 

of Buggey anl Bugg. 8vo. Is 6d {priginaZ price 3s 6d) 

FRENEAU (Philip) Poems on Various Subjects, but chiefly illus- 
trative of the Events and Actors in the American War of Inde- 
^ pendence, reprinted from the rare edition printed at Philadelphia 
in 1786, with a Preface. Thick fcap. 8vo, elegantly printed, 
doth. 6s 
Freneau enjoyed the friendship of Adams, Franklin, Jefferson, Madison, and 
Hnnroe, and the last three were his constant correspondents while they lived. 
Hia Patriotic Songs and Ballads, which were superior to any metrical comimsi- 
tions then written in America, were everywhere sung with enthusiasm. See 
Griswold's " Poets and Poetry of America," and Duyckinck'a " Cyclop, of 
American Literature." 

GILBERT (Walter B.) The Accounts of the Corpus Christi Frater- 
nity, and Papers relating to the Antiquities of Maidstone. 
12mo, cloth, gilt leaves, 8s 6d 

GILES (Rev. Dr.) The Writings of the Christians of the Second 

Century, namely, Athenagoras, Tatian, Theophilus, Hermisa, 

. Fapias, Aristides, Quadratus, etc., collected and first translatedy 

complete. 8vo, cloth. 7s 6d 

Designed as a continuation of Abp. Wake's ApiMoUcal Epistles, which are 

those of the first century. 

GILES (Rev. Dr.) Heathen Records to the Jewish Script\u:e His 

tory, containing all the Extracts from the Greek and Latin 

Writers in which the Jews and Christians are named, collected 

' together and translated into English, with the original Text in 

juxtaposition. 8vo, cloth, 7s 6d 

GILES (Rev. Dr.) Codex Apochryphus Novi Testament!, the Un- 

canonicEd Gospels and other Writings referring to the First Ages 

of Christianity, in the original Languages of Arabic, Greek, and 

Latin, coUected together from the editions of Fabricius, Thilo 

. and others. 2 vols, 8vo, cloth, lis 

GILES (Rev. Dr.) History of the Paribh and Town of Bampton, in 
Oxfordshire, with the District and Hamlete belonging to it. 8vo, 
plates, second edition, doth. 7s 6d 

GILES (Rev. Dr.) History of Witney and its Neighbouring Parishes, 

Oxon. 8vo, plates, cloth. 6s 
GILES (Rev. Dr.) Passages from the Poets, chronologically arranged. 

Thick 12mo, nearly 700 pages, cloth, 7s 6d 
It contains choice passages from more than 400 English Poets, in cbrono- 
logical order. It will be found a useftil volume to candidates at competitiTe 
examinations in English Literature. 

GREENHOW (Robt., Librarian to the Dept. of State, U.S.A.) His. 
tory of Oregon and Califomia, and the other Territorios on the 
North-West Coastof America, accompanied byaOeographieal View 
and Map, and a number of Proofs and Illustrations of the His* 
tory. 8vo, large map, cloth. 7b 6d {original price 16s) 
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i 

^^^1 (121 iu minibsi), wliich miike laeiitiDa uf the BritiiiL Ua 

^^^H ChroDologicall; Arrauged, from Anle-ChriHti SgO to Auuo VvD. 

^^^1 1S33. 8vn, doth. Sfl (oriffinal price la 6d) 

^^^1 An IntnOuctlan to evltt HlatDi; of Gnuit Britain. 

^^V ORBWILLE (Hecrr) ChronoIogicU Synops a of tlia Fuur OoqA 
^^P n n new Tinn wi h Nn 

^B HADFILLr Jnu , J A ) )- 1 -lat A li t c of ll 

^^K CuuDty (if Essex, from tlis Nonaan Era to the Sucteentli Co)- 

^^M t^>Ti '^th PlsDB, Bievatioiis, Sectioni, Detaila, fto., fi-om a Serial 

^^p of Hewmred Dmwingn, nud Aidubectunil aud Cltroaolog^od 

^^ DeBtriptioHs. Eoyal ito, 80 ptatet, leather bach, clotK tida. 

£1. l]sSd 

HAIOH'S (Daniel Henry, D,D.) The ConquHst ot Britsun by the 

SftsoDs. A Harmony of the Hialory of the Britons, the WtrricE 

of Gildaa, the "Brut," and the Smun Chronicle, witli referoaoe 

to the Events of tJte Fttth and Sixth CentaiiBS. 8to, plata ^ 

Jliinic Intn-ipliaiu, dolh. 1 5a 

HAIGH'S (Daniel Henry, D-D.) The Anglo-SaioD Bagas, an Eroou- 

nntion of their value as aids to Hiabo:7, serving as a Sequel W 

"The Canqneat of BritaJQ by the SawBU." Svo, doth. 8a 6d 

It nmljBej on.l tlimws now hfstori<al evWoncB on (he Drldn of llM PiMMOf 

Bedwnlf, tba lomeut of Di^ur, Uio Sega, ot Waiahom, Boj-M ScoBng, the Qgbt M 

FlnBUlukin, I1i« Slory etRmn, tha Li^ orHtldGbnmd, lio. 

HAEEWILL (H.) Roman Hemams discovered in the PaiTiheBof 

» North Leigh and Stonesfleld, Oxfordshire. Svo, tnop, and 3 
plata, 'ia tid 
BALLIWELL'S (James Orohard, P.R.3., 4c.) Dlotionaiy of Archwc 
ftud Provincial Words, Obsolela Phrosoa, Provariw, and Ancient 
Customs, from the Reign of Edward I. 2 vols, 8vo, cont^uning 
upw.ards of 1,000 pages, doidy printal in dotililt eolumnt, di^ 
a Rem and chtapfr edition, lEs 
Itconblna rtovo W,(KIOworda(flmboili'itiBoll thokaown sesttoreil slosnuriM 
oftlie En^llih iHticoagcL fanning a camtirfte keyftii the leadir of oat aid 
?«ota,DtMiiitl»tii,Tlieolne(iiM, and other nC . - - . . - — 

JliinioBj, of Hhlc"- — •-— - - - .. . 
boote of rcRieuc 
■ ■ " " ' — ..... -g^^f 



ch cxplinaljona nnjiiot tu ba Ponnil In ntaii]ai7 DlDlloDirb 
ce. Most of the TirinRlral Ak'IisIiuis are lUuslnitca lif > 
m Borlr Inerllluii Mas. bucI nire boaks, and liy fuv the g 



IHirtEun 'niLl be fbund tol^s uriglml authoriLli 

HALLIWELL (J. 0.) the Nursei? Bitpana of Bnglasd, < 
chiefly from Oral Tradition. The Siith Ediiioh, " ' 
many Designs by W. B. ScOTT, Director of the 8n 

-Tyiie, 12mo, c/otJi, -filt leaett. 4a M 
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HALLIWELL'S (J. 0.) Popular Rhymes and Nursery Tales, with 
Historical Elucidatioiis. 12mo, chth. 4s 6d 
This very interesting volame on the traditional literatare of England is 
divided into Nursery Antiquities, Fireside Norseiy Stories, Game Rhymes, 
Alphabet Rhymes, Kiddie Rhymes, Nature Songs, Proverb Rliymes, FlacM, 
ana Families, Superstition Rhymes, Custom Rhymes, and Nursery Songs , a 
large number are here printed for the first time. It may be consinered a sequel 
to the preceding article. 

HALLIWELL'S (J. 0.) Early History of Freemasonry in England. 

Illustrated by an English Poem of the XlVth Century, with 

Notes. Post 8vo, aecond editiorif with a facsimile of the (yinginal 

MS, in the British Mttseum, cloth. 2s 6d 

. **The interest which the curious poem, of which this publication is chiefly 

composed, has excited, is proved by the fact of its having been translated into 

German, and of its having reached a second edition, which is not common with. 

such publications. Mr. Halliwell has carefully revised the now edition, and 

increased its utility by the addition of a complete and correct Glossary."— Lits- 

BABT Gazette. 

HALLIWELL'S (J. 0.) The Manuscript Rarities of the University 
of Cambridge. 8vo, bds. 3s {original price, 10s 6d) 
A companion to Hartshome's " Book Rarities " of the same university. 

HALLIWELL'S (J. 0.) A Dictionary of Old English Plays, existmg 
either in print or in manuscript, from the earliest times to the 
close of the 1 7th century, including also Notices of Latin Plays 
written by English Authors during the same period, with par- 
ticulars of their Authors, Plots, Characters, &c. 8vo, cloth. 12s 
Twenty-five copies have been printed on thick papeb, price £.1. Is. 

HALLIWELL'S (J. 0.) Rambles in Western Cornwall, by the Foot- 
steps of the Giants ; with Notes on the Celtic Remains of the 
Land's End District and the Isles of Scilly. Fcp. 4to, elegawUff 
printed by Whittingkam, doth, 7s 6d 

HALLIWELL (J. 0.) Notes of Family Excursions in North Wales, 
taken chiefly from Rhyl, Abergele, Llandudno, and Bangor. 
Fcp. 4to, with engravings, degarUly printed by Whittinghamf 
doth, 5s 

HALLIWELL'S (J. 0.) Roundabout Notes, chiefly upon the Ancient 
Circles of Stones in the Isle of Man. Fcp. 4to, only 100 printed, 
2s 

HALLIWELL'S (J. 0.) Introduction to the Evidences of Christi- 
anity. Fcp. 8vo, 2nd bdition, doth. Is 6d (original price Ss 6d) 
The only book which contains in a popular form tlie Ancient Heathen un- 
conscious testimonies to the truth of Christianity. 

HARROD (Henry, F.S.A) Qleanings among the Castles and Con- 
vents of'Noifolk. 8vo, many plates and woodcuts, doth. 178 6d. 

— Large fafeb, £1. 3s 6d. 

*'This volume is creditable to Mr. Harrod in every way, alike to his industry, 

aste, and his judgment It is the result of ten years' labour. .... The 

volume is so full of interesting matter that we hardly know where to begin our 

extiacts or more detailed notices."— Gkntleman's Magaziice, November, 18.t7. 

HOLLOWATS (W., of Rye) History and Antiquities of the Ancient 
Port and Town of Rye, in Sussex, compiled from the Original 
Documents. Thick 8vo (only 200 printed) doth, £1. Is 
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HOLLOW AT'3 (W.) Historf of Ronuiey Hanh, in Kent, from Oi 

time u( the Itomaiia to 1S33, with a Diuartatdon on tboOi^ 

iinl Site of the Ancient Anderida. Svo, witA ntapt and liata, 

doth. 12s 

HARTLIB.— A BiogrBphieal Mommr of Snmuel Hartlib, MiHoii'* 

familiiiT Fiieod, with Bibliu^ptucol Notioea of Worka publidud 

by him, and a reprint of \aa PiUnpblet enUUed "Aa InTentJOD 

of Engines of Motion." By Henry Dihces, C.E., autlior of tiie 

life uf tlie Marquii of Worcester, Ac. Post 8to, elotk. Ss 6d 

J^ liavo been Uio fiuDiUu Mend ot Uliloa, the coiniipnideiit of BoyTe nd 

Slielyn, Pepyi and Wren, and tn hivo liad the honour of sUEBcstlBg to Mllloi 

^letnct un EdacHcionaDdatnDelvinjbla high frBiiE In bis own tort; uhI bi- 

Domns lauBDsge, is huDDar enonKli t<i mike Hnrtllb's uame anil life woiiJir lA 

HAWKINS <J. S., F^.A.) History of the Origin and EstubliahiDoit 
of Oothio Arohitecture, and an Inquiry into the mode of Punt- 
ing upon aud Staining Olaed, na practised in tbe Ecclesiastical 
StructiirsH of the Middle Ages. Itoyol gvo, 1S13, II ptatttjbcU. 
is (originnl price 128) 
EEBBERrS (The Hon. Algernon) Cydopt Chrittlanm, or im kxffs- 
lueat to disprove Uie supposeit Antiquity of tlm Stonehonge and 
other UegaUthic Erections in England and Brittany. Svo, cML 
43 {original price 6a) 
HORNE (B. S., Aiitfior of " Orion," etc.) Ballad Bomaaoea. l^nui, 
pp. 348, cUah. 3s {oi-igimU prae 6s 6d} 
jonlainliig the Noble Heort, a Uuhemlan. Legend; thoHonXof BwineahcAj 
bey, n Ballad Chronicle of the Denth of King John ; The Throe Kalshli ot 
mdatt, aFBlrrTnle; The Bsllnd ar Italoni, or Ihn Pisslim ot Aadnuitigina: 
dd Qalert. a Widah Legsnd ; Ben Oapatsn, a liallad d the Night Watch ; tha 



**^w opimliig pneui la tbta vc , _. ,_ 

Heart,' aud nut only in title bnt In timtmcnt Tull Imitates the i 



9 opsDlng iineiii In thla valume is a flDB one. It la entitled ti 

HUME Cftov. A., LL.D., F.aA., 4c., of Lherpool) Ancient Ueoia, or 
some Aeconnt of the Antiquities found near Dave Point, on Iho 
Sea Coast of Clioshire, including a Comparison of them witll 
Relics of tha sams kind respectively procured elsewhere, fiio^ 
fall of eni/Tatingit, cloth. £1. Is 
HUNTER (Rev. Joseph, F.S.A.) The Pil^rfm Fathere— Collectjoas 
concerning the Cliurch or ConEregation of Proteatant Sepon- 
tists formed at Bcrooby, in North KotHnghamshire, in tha tiUM 
of James L, the Founders of Nev Plymouth, the Parent Cdom 
□f New England. 8vo, with, Vixv of the ArrhitpiKi^pal Palau 
at Strooby mtattd, dalh. Ss , 

"Vhls wurk oontalBs some very Iraportnnt patticulus of theae peisoiMM 
I their conneoHons prertouBly to Ihoir ieivine Boghind and Holland, wQS 

„j *„ .. .... ._j...,._,S. .-A.;., -t th" aat^o"™ Pilfliitd" >" <•- 

, , 1 hy BiohardMonthton 

,., M.P. (now Lord Hoaghtan.) 
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HUSSEY (Roy. Arthur) Notes on the Churches in the Counties 6t 
Kent, Sussex, and Surrey mentioned in Domesday Book, and those 
of more recent date ; with some Account of the Sepulchral Me- 
morials and other Antiquities. Thick S'vOf fine plates, doth. 12ar 
loriffiii<'i price 18s) 

HXTTTON (W., (f JDerfn/) Description of Blackpool, in Lancashire. 
Svo, 3rd edition. Is 6d 

IRVING (Joseph, of Dumbarton) History of Dumbartonshire, with 
Genealogic^ Notices of the Principal Families in the County ; 
the whde based on Authentic Records, Public and Private. 
Thick 4to, pp. 636, maps, plates, and portraits, cloth, £3. 

JOHNES (Arthur J.) Philological Proofs of the Original Unity and 

Recent Origin of the Human Race;, derived from a Comparison 

of the Languages of Europe, Asi^ifiAfrica) and America. 8vo^ 

cloth. 6s {original price 12s 6d) 

. Printed at the suggestion of Dr. Prichard, to -whose works it will be found a 
useful suppleiuent. 

JONES' (Morris Charles) Yalle Cruds Abbey, its Origm and Foun- 
tion Charter. Svo. Is , 

JORDAN (Rev. J., the Vicar) Parochial History of Enstone, in the 
County of Oxford. Post Svo, a closely printed volume of nearly 
500 pages, doth, 78 

JUNIUS— The Authorship of the Letters of Junius Elucidated, in- 
cluding a Biographical Memoir of Lieut.-Col. Ban*^, M.P. By 
John Britton, F.S.A., &c. Royal Svo, with Portraits of Lord 
Shelbume, John Dttnning, and Ba/rri,froni, Sir Joshua ReynoUUg 
picture, doth, 6s — Large Pafeb, in 4to, doth. 9a 

An exceedingly interesting book, giving many jiarticulars of the American 
War and the state of i>arties during that period. * 

EELKE (Rev. W. Hastings) Notices of Sepulchral Monuments in 
English Churches from the Norman Conquest to the Niner 
teenth Century. Svo^ many woodcuts, 2s {original price 3s 6d) 

. KELLY (William, of Leicester) Notices illustrative of the Drama^ 
and other Popular Amusements, chiefly in the Sixteenth and 
Seventeenth Centuries, incidentally illustrating Shakespeare 
and his Contemporaries, Extracted firom the Cluunberlain's Ac- 
counts and other Mauviscripts of the Borough of Leicester, 
with an Introduction and Notes by William Kelly. Post Svo, 
plates, doth, 98 

■ Large P&per Copies, in 4to, only 25 printed {only 4 copies re- 

main), half morocco, JRoxburghe style, £1, 5s 

EIENRICK (Rev. John) Roman Sepuldiral Inscr^tions, their Rela* 
tioa to Archaeology, Language, and Religion. Post 8 to, cloth. 
3s 6d 

KING (Richard John) The Forest of Dartmoor and its Borders in 
Devonshire, an Historical Sketch. Foolscap Svo, doth. 8s 
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qtiiUes of the Hnoi 

f Dorrr) AceoHBt ot a 
BradODstoDe Hill, M Dover, fv 

_. . . . _. . ,i!meis(«il OB Constable of Doiver 

nnd Warden of the Ciuqiw Porta, in 1861. Witt N"..1«b on U» 
Oiwin ami Antiqiutj cd the Cinque Farts, Tn'o Andent TiTwiw 
tud tbmr Uemb^. Foolscap -ito, tuffrav'av/a, elrganOg -—■-*-' — 
Sy WkUtingham, dttth. -'- 

KYNAMCE COVE ; or, The Cornish Sraiiggle™. a Tola ot tli«" 
Centuiy. B7W.K Forphh, Aoihernf '• Pfntoican, 
ikh CatOt," at., etc. Fcs]). Svo, boardi. £a 

UHBARDETS (Willinm, lawi/er and Antigunrif) A Persiuhulatini 

ut Kent, containing the Descri^itinu, Spitorii:, aud Cuutanu at 

that Bhira. Writtea ia 1&7Q. Thick 8\o, dtih. Ba {prigiaai 

prial2a) 

Tbe UnEcoantf hbtorr imbllalied. BOd one of tlie moat Wniislng and <UKH 

old books thflt can bs ItnagbicJ, 

L&NABESMIRS— The XTppar Ward of Lanaiislure Described tnA 
Delinsaled. The ArcWulogiciil und MistorJoal Seution bj U. 
Vere lanao, F.S.A., Scot ; the Statiatical aud TcpognkpUij * 
Scctioa by Aif':. Uchoay. 3 vula, Svi}, many tn^ravinotf tP 
£3. 3b, ™ 

• LiBGE Paper, 3 vola, Ito, ha!/ morocM. £S. &B 

LANGLET'8 (L.) Intraduction to Anglo-Saion Reading; 

iiig ^Ifric's Homily on the Birthday of St. Gregory, 1 

Copious GloaHury, Sx. ISmo, cloth. 23 6d 
iEinii:'s HauiLly ta miinrkiiblG fOr benntT of cninpoBition, and lutereaDBS <* 

•etilug toith AnglutiuB'a muaioo. to Iha "Lnndof tliu Angles." 

LAPPENBERO'8 (Dr. J. M,> History of Engjand undor the f 
Kings, -with on Epitome of the Early History of Nom 
Translated, with Additions, by Benj. Thobfk. 8to, cloth 

LATHBURY (Eev. Tliomai) Hiatory of the NonjurorB: tlunr C 
troreraies and Writings, with Kemarks on aoms of the Rii lm 
in the Buuk of Commoa Prayer. Thick Svo, dMh. Os {oriffinri 
price I4a) 

LATHBtJRya (Hev. T.) Hiatoty ot fie ConvocaUon of the 
Chorub of England from tbo Enrliest Period to the Year 17*3, 
Seemtd edUi/at, tcilli coKmderalile addUUmi. Thick Svo, cloth. i» 
{original price 12a) 

LAWRENCE (Sir James, Enu/U of Malta) On the Nobility of UiA 
BritiBb Oentry, or the Political Banka and Dignities of til* 
Britdsh Empire compared with thcflo on the Coutinoat. Pat/L 
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LETTERS of the KINGS of ENGLAND—Now first coUected 
from the Originals in Boyal Archives, and from other Authen- 
tic Sources, Private as well as Public. Edited, with Historical 
Introduction and Notes, by J. 0. HaIiLIWell. Two Jiandtome 
volumes^ post 8vo, with portraits cf Henry VIII. and Charles 
I., cloth. 8s {original price £1. Is) 
These volumes form a good companion to Ellis's Original Letters. 
The collection comprises, for the first time, the love-letters of Henry Vlir. 
to Anne Boleyn, in a complete form, which may be regarded, perhaps, as the 
most singnlar docnments of tiie kind that have descended to our times ; the 
series of letters of Edward YI. win be found very interesting specimens of 
composition ; some of the letters of James I., hitherto unpublished, throw 
light on the Murder of Overfoory, and prove beyond a doubt the King was |m- 

eUcated in it in some extraordinary and nnpleasant way ; but his Letters to the 
uke of Buchingham are of the most singnlar nature ; only imagine a letter 
fh)m a Sovereign to his lYime Minister commencing thus : *' My own sweet and 
dear child, blessing, blessing, blessing on thy heart-roots and all thine." 
Prince Charles and the Duke of Buckingham's Jouruey into Spain has never 
been before so fully illustrated as it is by the documents given in this 
work, which also Includes the very curious letters firom the Duke and Da- 
diess of Buckingham to James L 

LIBER ALBUS : the White Book of the City of London. Com^ 
piled A.D. 1419, by John Cabpenteb, Common Clerk; Rtchabd 
WmrmroTON, Mayor. Translated from the Original Latin and 
Anglo-NormaOy by H, T. Riley, M.A. 4to, pp. 672 {origin^ 
price 18s), the few remaining copies offered, in doth, at 9s — Half 
morocco {Roxburghe style), 10s &cl — Whole bound in reUttm, car- 
mine edges, 12a-^Whole morocco, carmine edges, 13s 6d 
Ertensively devoted to details Which must of neces^ty interest those who 
care to know something more about their forefathers than the mere fact 
ttat they have ffzisted. Many of tiiem— until recently consigned to obli- 
vioa ever since the psMing away of the remote generations to which they be- 
longed—intimately connected with the social condition, usages, and manners of 
the people who— uncouth, unlearned, ill-housed, ill-fed, and comfortless though 
they were, still formed England's most importimt, most wealthy, and most in- 
fluential C(mimunfty throu^oat the chequered and troublous times of tbe 18th 
and 14th centuries. During this period, in fact, there is hardly a phase or 
feature of English national ufe upon which, in a greater or less degree, firon 
these pages of the ** Liber Albtu,^ some light is not reflected. 

LIBRARY OF OLD AUTHORS. 

Elegantly and uniformly printed in fodscap 8ro, in chth. Of some 
there are labgb paper copies for the connoissenr of choice books, 

THE Vision and CJreed of PIERS PLOUaHMAN. Edited by Thomas 
'Wright ; a new edition, revised, with additions to the' Notes 
and GlossaiT. 2 vols. 10s 1856 

''The Vision of Piers Ploughman' is one of the most precious and interest- 
ing monuments of the English Language and Literature, and also of the social 
and political condition of tiie country during the fourteenth century. . . . 
Its author is not certainly known, but its time of composition can, by internal 
evidence, be fixed at about the year 1362. On this and on all matters bearing 
imon the origin and object of tne poem, Mr, Wright's historical introduction 
IpTves ample information. .... In the thirteen years that have passed 
since the first edition of tlie present text was published by the late Mr. 
Pickering our old literature anil history has been more studied, and we trust 
fhtft a large cirde of readers will be prepared to welcome this cheaper aid 
eareftilly revised reprint"— Literary Cfazette, 
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Hiiimgh BBllUiif numeroiu ,. __, , ., , „_. 

■I-iu I vSTli'l)- -t inlcnatiiiE »iIdU. If Mr. UnlUnll hiU duuo no nua 
Cdlknt t]ic«a I<1aj*, Iw woiua huTe ooofemd ■ booc a|>on aU lovan of 
W dmnutir yrcajr—LUcrarji Oajttlr. 
V SEHAKKABLE Providenoea ol tha Earlier Daja of AmerioLii C^ 
loajntiim. B; Ihokbabe Matber, of BattoiL. N.E. Wltb Id- 
trniliictafy Prefacs b; Oeoi^e Offur. Portrail. Ba ISSfl 

A niT ilncilw mllH-Uon of n 



4, wlulionn* Jipparltlooi 



■tua 



' ptHotu) taEflrcomma betweeD thii woriii Abd tint whidi is 
telleved. 

TflE Table Talk af JuBM Seldes. With a BlDeiaiiliical Preface uid 
Notes b; S. W. SmuEH. TTUrd tdilion, porinui. 5a ISCD 

Lassb fapko. PoM Sto, rlolR. Tg Gd iggg 

"Kotttnecu l« mnn IntaiHllDK aun ibia Uttio teok, conlainlDs ■ llnl]r 



aleton ef Uu opluf i 
&aimitdtitinanl>t) 



ildiFd pnlriot* Ei 
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thoa 1 r 11 -1 n fa Talk. —Mr 'iin^.i>n'/u™. 

THE Poeticnl Worlta of Wiu-iiii DROQioiin, of HawtiioradenL 



Muw first jublialied entire. Edited b; 
porinut S> 



B. TuHMBULi. Flat 

H IJBliahscI ^na ellfSBDl^ 

ENCHIRIDION, eantaining loBtitationa— Dhioe, Cnuteniplatirs 

rraetical, Moral, Ethical, (Ecotmniical, and PuliUokL Bj 

FBANfiB QciBLHS. Portrait. Se ISfii 

"Hull this little buokbaon writton nt AthenI orRon"', iM »atlnir waulilbin 

^Mn cUusM with tlie wiss men or lil> coauttj."—HaiUrf. 

SBE Works in Prose and Veiw) of Sir Tbomas Oveiiburv. Now 
first collected. Editeil, with Life and Notas, by E. F. RhubaitiiT. 
Portrait aftey Pait. 6a I8W 

hYMNS and Songs of the Chureh. By QEonoE WiTHEn. EditA^ 
with Introduotlon, by Kdwabd Farr. Also tlio Slumual Ifota^ 
compnaed by OrloJido Gibbone. With portrail after IMt. & 

. , lUS 

J •_ .^ . ^.ij . ... '-'--T9tiiigbiogTaj>blejiI JnijodTiirli-tnH tndWB hflif* 
hli pluuj oa i£g aoine sbeir wiUi Goorge B^ 
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HALLELUJAH ; or, Britain's Second Remembrancer, in Praisefi^l 

and Penitential Hymns, Spiritoal Songs, and Moral Odes. By 

Georob "WrrHKB. With Introduction by Edward Farr. 

Portradt, Gs 1857 

Hitherto this interesting volume has only been known to the public by 
extracts in various publications. So few copies of tiie original are known to 
•zistj that the copy from which this reprint has been taken cost twenty -(me 
guineas. 

JdlSCELLANIES. By John Aubret, F.R.S., the Wiltshire Antu 

quary. Fourth Edition. With some Additions and an Index. 

Portrait and cuts. 4s 1857 

C6kt£nt8 :— Day Fatality, Fatalities of Families and Places, Portents, Omens, 
Dreams, Apparitions, Voices, Impulses, Knockings, Invisible Blows, Prophecies, 
Miracles, Magic, Transportation by an Invisible Power, Visions in a Crystal, 
Converse with Angels, Corpse Candles, Oracles, Ectasy, Second Sight, ftc. ; 
with an Appendix, contaimng his Introduction to the Survey of North Wilt- 
shire. 

THE Iliads of HOMEB, Prince of Poets, never before in any language 
truly translated, with a Comment on some of his chief Places- 
Done according to the Greek by Georof Chafican, with Intro, 
duction and Notes by the Rev. Biceeard Hooper. 2 vols, sq. 
leap. Svo. Second and Revised Edition, with portrait of 
Chapman, and frontupiece. 12s 1865 

'* The translation of Homer, published by George Chapman, is one of the 
greatest treasures the Bnglish language can hossV-^hdwin. 

"With Chapman, Pope had frequently consultations, and perhaps never 
tnmslated any passage till he read his version."— />r. Johnson, 

** He covers his defects with a daring, fiery spirit, that animates his transla- 
'^m, which is something like what one might imagine Homer himself to have 
writ before he arrived at years of discretion."— Pope. 

" Chapman's translation, with all its defects, is often exceedingly Homerie, 
which Pope himself seldom obtained."— HoZfom. 

''Chapman writes and feels as a Poet— as Homer might have written had ho 
lived in England in the reign of Queen Elizabeth."— Coferjdpe. 

*' I have just finished Chapman's Homer. Did yon ever read it T— it has the 
most continuous power of interesting you all along. . . . The earnestness 
and passion which he has put into every part of these poems would be incredi- 
ble to a reader of mere modem translation."— CAarJM Lcmb. 

HOMER'S ODYSSEY. Translated according to the Greek by 
George Chapman. Witii Introduction and Notes by Rev. 
Richard Hooper. 2 vols, square fcp. 8yo, with facsimile of the 
rare oriffinal frontispiece, 12s. 1857 

HOMER'S Battle of the Frogs and Mice; Hesiod's "Works and 

, Bays ; MusiEUs's Hero and Leander ; Juvenal's Fifth Satire. 

Translated by George Chapman. Edited by Rev. Richard 

Hoofer. Square tc^. 8yo, frontispiece after Pass. 6s. 1858 

**The editor of these five rare volumes has done an incalculable service to 
Sogiish Literature bv taking George Cliapmanis folios out of the dust of time- 
bononred libraries, by collating them with loving care and patience, and^ 
through the agraey of his enterprising publisher, Imnging Chapman entire and 
Incomplete within the reach of those who can best appi^iate and least afford ta 
poroiase the early editions."— ^fAenceum. 
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LEXICAL Works of BomaiT SoircirwEU, Cimonof Limtta,iqir 
Bntt oompleUly eaitod b? W. B. TurnbuIL 4a ••*■ 

■■ITil'ktl' i* Mmiila mil Btnoen— a iiilrltafDiiiiS^atEa R«»Clglm* aud I 

>u |.iri.».lM til> ipnoma-iinJ 1ib i« Oi|n.l]y liHtlupiiahsJ by welglil ol Vufi^ 



mpliileoil 

ME Drtnutla Worku of Johm Lillt {the Euphuiiit). Mowfinl 
collected, with Life and Notes by F. W. FAiniiOLT, S TtJi 
10a. 

iMnee Mnen, 3 vols, post Ero, cfoeA. IGa 

) 'THE Pocticnl Works o( RtOHARD CtusHAw, Author oC "Steps to 

the Temple," " Sacred Poema, with otlier Delights of Ha 

Hiues," Hid "Poiimiita," now first collected. Edited by W. B. 

Totismju, 5a. 1858 

" Hfl MDiiui to luve rcieoiWea Hatlsrt in tlio lorn uf inind, but ngoMV 

mo™ fqiicj nnd gonlna."— El.i-lfl. 

LA MORT d'ARTHUB. Tha Hiatoir nf King Arthur iind U.. 
Knighta of the Bound Table. CorapJiBd by SurTHOMAHSLttOM; { 
Knight. Edited from the Edition of Iflai. with lntr(au»"' 
ind Notes, by Thouas Whiqbt, M.A., F.B.A. 8 voLl, Bl 



16b. 




VLMoa, j 

"1 



LiRGB PAPEH, 3 mlfl, port 8vo, rfolA. £1. 2s Bd 

ANECDOTES and Charoctera of Books and Mao. Collected K__ 
the CoDTerBBtion of Mr. Pope and other cmioeat PeiBODS of tt 
Titoe. By the Rev. Joseph Sfenge. With Notea, 1Mb, eto,, by 
S, W. SraoEB. The Beoocd edition, partnat. 6a. 1S$3 

L&HOE FAFEit, post Svo, cloih. Ts 6d. ISK 

"TIui ' AnFo<Iotia'of kiDd-heutei1Ur.Si>Bnci],tlwrrInidDtPaiiB, |» m ' 
the bB«t bixikii of aiu tn the fiD^Ush InjiguegB."— <f?Hff^ 
Dr. COTTON StATHER'S Wondera of the Invimbla World, % 
on ftooount of the Trials of eeveral Witchea lately v. 

Hew England, and of the eevend remarkable cutioaiti . 

To which are added Dr. IscbEabB MATBim'a PaJi. 



« coucennDg 



tber Account of the Tryals. and Cases of Consdence o 
Witchcrafts, and Evil Spirits Perannating Men. Seprii^ 
"' " '' OTipinoZ ulitiam of 1893, with aa Introduotoij 



Preface. Porlj 
THE Dranuitic and PoeUciil Works of ThoMaB Sa( 

Buckhurst, and Earl o! Dorset With Introduoticm . 

by the Hon. and Rot. E. W. SsCKVIMJ; Wist. .Fitu 
from a •pictun at BadJtitTat, now firil engravtd, ia. 
BEMAINS of tha Easlt PopcLin Poetuv of Ekolamd, 

attd edited by W. Cabew Hazlitt. 1 vols. 
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IiUCABTA. — ^The Poems of Richard Lovelace, now first edited 
and the Text carefully revised, with Life and Notes by W. 
Cakew Hazlitt, with 4 ^ates. 5s. 1864 

Labqe paper. Post 8vo, doih. 7s 6d 

THE Whole of the Works of Roger Asoham, now first coUeoted 
and revised, with Life of the Author. By the Rev. Dr. Giles, 
formerly Fellow of C. C. C, Oxford. 4 vols. £1. 1866 



Large paper, 4 vols, post 8vo, cloth, £1. 10s. 



Ascham is a great name in our national literature. He was one of the first 
founders of a true English style in prose comiwsltion, and of the most respect- 
able and useful of our scholanu — IMrwpeetive RemevK 



LONG (Henry Lawes) On the March of Hannibal from the Rhone 
to the Alps. 8vo, mop. 2s 6d 

LOWER'S (Mark Antony, M.A., F.S.A.) Patronymica Britannica, a 
Dictionary of Family Names. Royal 8vo, 500 pageSj wUh ittuS" 
trcUions, cloth, £1. 5s 
TUs work is the result of a study of British Family Names, extending over 
more than twenty years. The favourable reception which the Author's 
** English Surnames" obtained in the sale of Three Editions, and the many 
bnn£eds of communications to which that work gave rise, have convinced 
him tiiat the subject is one in which considerable interest is felt He has 
fherefcnre been induced to devote a large amount of attention to the origin, 
meaning, and history of our family designations ; a subject which, when inves- 
tigated in the light of ancient records and of modem philology, proves highly 
lliustrative of many habits and customs of our ancestors, and forms a very 
curious branch of .^hseology. — Preface, 

IiOWER'S (M. A.) Curiosities of Heraldry, with Illustrations from 
Old English Writers. With illuminated Title-page, and numer- 
cui engravings from designs by the Author. 8vo, cloth, 14s 

<*l%e present volume is truly a worthy se<^uel (to the ' Subnamxs') in the 
same curious and antiquarian line, blending with remarkable facts and intelli- 
gence, such a fond of anecdote and illustration, that the reader is almost sur- 
prised to find that he has learned so much while he appeared to be pursuing 
mere amusement. The text is so pleasing that we scarcely dream of its ster- 
ling value ; and it seems as if^ in unison with the woodcuts, which so cleverly 
explain its points and adorn its various topics, the whole design were intended 
for a relaxation from study, rather than an ample exposition of an extraordinary 
and universal custom, which produced the most miportant effect upon the 
minds and habits of mankind." — Literary Gazette. 

** Hr. Lower's work is both curious and instructive, while the manj^er of its 
treatment is so inviting and popular, that the subject to which it refers, which 
many have hitherto had too good reason to consider meagre and unprofitable, 
assumes, under the hands of the writer, the novelty of fiction with the im- 
portance of historical inith.'*^AthencBum. 

LOWER'S (M. A.) Contributions to Literature, Historical, Antiqua* 
riah, and Metrical. Post 8vo, woodcuts, doth. 7s 6d 
Contents : 1. Local Nomenclature— 2. The Battle of Hastings, an Historical 
Essay— 8. The Lord Dacre, his mournful end, a Ballad— 4. Historical and Ar- 
chaeological Memoir on the Iron Works of the South of England, with numeroks 
HhtstnUiom-^. Winchelsea's Deliverance, or the Stout Abbot of Battayle, in 
Three Fyttes — 8. The South Downs, a Sketch, Historical, Anecdotical, and 
Descriptive— 7. On the Yew Trees in Churchyards— 8. A Lyttel Geste of a 
Greate Eele, a pleasaunt Ballad— 9. A Discourse of Genealogy — 10. An Anti- 
quarian Pilgrimage in Normandy, with woodcuts— IL Miscellanea, &c.,&c. 
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ttrr— Hu Nunea ind Beoliila at Clis 
moln or Mrent ATilnbh liii} ITottc» iil 
CUelisster. mpevUng JmiMUeUsn— 'Tin 



LOWER'S (M. A.) Ucmurials (i( the Town uE Seoford, Slusox. In, 

plala. Sb Sd 
lOWBB'S (M. A.) Bodiaro (in Siuihbs), and its Lords. Sro, 

LOWER'S (M. A.) Worthlea of Sviaaei, Biogiajibjcal SkettJies ol tbt 
moat cQiinant Nativaa or Iiihabitanta ot the Couuty, from ill) 
Eaiiieub Period to the Prestiot Time, with Incuisatiil NuUw 
iUiiHlratiTs o( Subsdz Hiator;. Itt)}^ ila, lAunif eii^ratllia, 
doth. £1. Ifla 

LOWKR'S (M. A.) SuBBCx Msutyrs, thair Examiuations and Ctml 
Burniogs in the Time of Queen Mary, comprisiag the ' ' 
ing Pei'aotial Narrative of lliehard Woodman, eitmc' 
"Foib's MonmneDtH." With Notes, 12mo, tenxd. 

LOW£K'S (M. A.) The Stranger at Boueii, a Guide for Engliilm^ 
12mo, plala. Is 

LUKI8 (Rev. W. C.) Aocount of Chureh Belle, wiUi eome SoUcetsI 
Wiltdhire Bella and Bell-Founden, oontjuuiug a copions Lilt oT 
Founders, a comparative Scale of Tenur Bells and lusoKpt* 
from nearly 600 PariehOB in ■various parts o( the "■■-— 
8to, ISylniM, doth. 3b ed l^origiaal prim 6h) 

MADDEN (Fred. W., of Ote Medai Boom, BrkiiA Mtixum) Haai- 
B<mk to Konuui Coins. Fcap. 8to, Jilafei o/ rare waMp/c^ ' "' 

A ^~eiy usefiEl and tmstworthy guidfl ia Roman Cinps. 
MANTELL (Dr. Gideon A) D^y's Rjuuble iuand about tbe AiuiU*.' 
Town of Lewes, Susaei. ISoio, tnsravings, eltith. 2a 

MARTIN MAI^PRELATE CONTROVERSY. 
. AN EPISTLE to the Tei'ribla Priesta of the Convoiation Houtt. 
By Mabtw Mak-Phelatb, 163S. With latroduction and 
Notes by J. Potherhiuu, Post flyo. 2a 
COOPER t,BiJiop of Wijicketttr) An Admonition to the Peoplo «f 
England against Martin Mor-Prulate, 1&30, tcitii lutrodacUon. 
Post 8vo, pp.aia. 8b 6d 
PAP -witli a Hatchet, being a Reply to Martin Star-Prelate, 1580, 
■with lotroduotion and Notea, Poet 8vo- ?* .— ^« 
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35iY any "Worke for Cooper ? Being a Reply to the Admonition 
to the People of England. By Martin Mar-Prelate, 1589, with 
Introduction and Notes. Post 8vo. 28 6d 

IkN almond for a Parrot, being a Reply to Martin Maur-Frelate^ 
1589, with Introduction. Post 8vo. 2s 6d 

?M^INE PERCEVALL the Peace-Maker of England, bemg a Reply 
to Martin Mar-Prelate, with Introduction. Post 8vo. 2s 

ULATON'S (Dr. W. G.) Natural History of Wiltshire, as comprehen- 
ded within Ten Miles round {Salisbury. 8vo. Privatdy printed* 
2s 

l£AYNARD*S (James) Parish of Waltham Abbey, in Essex, ite 
History and Antiquities. Post 8vo, engravings, cloth, 2s 6d ' 

ifENZIES (Mrs. Louisa J.) Legendary Tales of the Ancient Britons^ 
rehearsed from the Early Chronicles. Fcap. 8vo, clotk» Ss 
Contents ; 1. Esyllt and Sabriua— 2. Lear and his three Daughters — S. Cy- 
teddn and Moifisan — 4. The Brothers Belt and Bran— 5. Ellidure the Compat- 
i^pate— U Alban of Verulam— 7. Vortigem— 8. Cadwollon and the Final 
struggle of the Britons. 

MICHAEL ANQELO considered as a Philosophic Poet, with trans- 
lations by John Edwabd Tatlob. Post 8yo. Second EDrriov. 
. CIcAK is QA {priginal price ^b) 

fILTON'S Early Reading, and the |>Wma ttamina of his ''Paradiaa 
Lost," together with Extracts from a Poet of the XVlth Cen- 
tury {Joshua Sylvester), By Chables Duvbteb, M,A, 12mQ| 
cloth, 2s 6d {original price 5s) 

ilLTON ; a Sheaf of Qleanings after his Biographers and Annota- 
tors. By the Rev. Joseph Hunter. Post 8vo. 2s 6d 

lOORE (Thomas) Notes from the Letters of Thomas Moore to his 
Music Publisher, James Power {tlue puMication of which was 
9uppre88ed in London), with an Introduction by Thomas Crofton 
Croker, F,S.A, Post 8vo, cloth. Ss 6d 

The Impressions on the mind of a reader of these Letters of Moore in Lord 

lOrd Russell's edition will be not only incomplete, bat enooeaaa, vithoirt tbs 

iformation to be derived ftom this very interesting vohune. 

(ORLAND. — Account of the Life, Writings, and Inventions of Sir 
Samuel Morland, Master of Mechanics to Charles IL By T. 
0. Halliwell. 8vo, sewed. Is 

lUNFORD (Rev. Geo., Vicar of East Winch, Norfclh) Analysis of 
Domesday Book for the County of Norfolk. 8vo, with pedigreet 
and arms, cloth. 10s 6d 
*'Many extracts have been made at various times for the illustration of local 
ascriptions, from the great national (but almost unintelligible) record known 
3 Domesday Book : but Mr. Manfora has done more in the case of his own 
mnty, for he supplies a complete epitome of the part of the survey relating 
) Norfolk, giving not only the topographical and statistical facts, but also a 
rest deal uiat is instructive as to the manners and condition of the pe«ple^ 
10 state of the churches and other public edifices, the mode of cultivation 
ad land tenure, together with a variety of points of interest to theeGclesiolo- 
ist and antii^uary."— Burt Post. 
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KARES' (Arolidenooo) A GIoBBair, or Collection trf Wurda, F 

CuBtoins, ProTBrba, Ac, iUustrating the Worka o£ i—^., 
AathoiB, ^orticuLirly Shakaapeare ajid his CoiiCeDi)iO[BiW l] 
Haw Eiiition, with conHiderablo Additjous, both of Wtnili tt 
ExamplBB. 'By 3ixja O. H&luwkll, PjlS-, and m 
Wright, At.A^ P.S.A. 2 thick voU, Svo, doth. £1, it.^ 
niA OloHBury of Arduloooon Hnrea la b7 fai Lhe bcAt nod moflt w^l 
•r« poueu fuc eTpUlDlacE and IllnitmtiiiK the olisakto laDcuBEs andfl 

toniB Md mKincw ottba leth sod lllh Chnturles, -"?-..^^ .-la 

Ibr tbe nvteia at tba llUntnre u[ tbs EUabetl 

wordaand Bxamplea ud nfHtia^iJhfid from thPao Ju tho □ricioBl'te 

pnflxsd lo cncli, Tbe iracli cantilaa bctw«n rivE and m th 

nonid aiamvle^, tha nsnlt of oriainal raaeaTL^Ii, not m^rQl^ s 
to Sam, but to nil other oompilalion» of the kind. 

VASH'S (D, W., ifnnJsr o/ tht Ro^ Smday of Zileraittre) 
or, the Barda and Dniida of Britain. A Translation of 
maina of the earlioat Welab Bards, and 
Bardic Mfsteriea. 8vo, «JotA. Ua 

N^H'a (D. W.) The Pharaoh of the Kxodua. Aa 

the SIodEini Sfstema of Egyptjan Chronology. Svo, vnlh , 
pUet of the Ejitptian Caleadar,frD«i, the ccUiagi of iRe " 
at Thtbei, dolA. 12a 

HAVAL ABCHITECTURE, Elemenlfi of Nnval AK!liitCTJtnw.briB( 
a Translation of tlie Third Part of Chirboia'a " Trait« Elane 
tajre do la Conatmctioa dsB Vaisseaui." By J, N. Snuxtk 
Commander, B.N. Bvo, with fiit large foldinii platt»,tiiitlL b 

I Lectures on Naval Arohitectare, being the Subctanu d 

thone delivered nt the United Service Institution. Bf t 
QuiDiNEB FuHDOURHB, Commander, U. N. Sva, plaM, (Ml 
Gb 6d 
Beth tbe» vorkt an pabUabed In iHnBtnition 

ITETHERCLIFFS (F. 0.) Hand-Book to Autographs, being it Bud; 
Guide to tbe Handwriting oE Diatinguithed Men aad Women's 
Eveiy NatioQ, designed for the Use of Literary Men, Aiibi^p*^^ 
Collectora, and otheiB. Containing TOO Specunens, nith a So- 
gtaiiMcal Indai by R. SiojB, of the Britieh Muaeum. Sva, )i«0. 
txtra, gSt edgci. 10b fld (original piica 15e) 

- The Same. Fbihtbi) oklt os oss stDK 8vo, elolh 

£1. la 
The Bpecjmcna contain two or threfi liTfflfl eir-b V*rd'*i '.^ft ilcTintnrr. i 



of tba dor^i 






■ Judidoua _„ . 

would laeroly nbservo. lliBt dolly 
Intenitattiolied to booka ooDtni[iij.. . . 

traeadtobc from Uwpena of epiini!!.' 

HEWTON (WUliam) A D»pUy of Heialdiy, Sv.i. iiwyiy huadml 
cingi ofShieldi, iStxttratins the Arm> <f} £afflith /^tmSkl, 



JOHN RUSSELL SMITH, 36, 80H0 SQUARE, 29 

JBWTON (William) London in the Olden Time, being a Topo- 
graphical and Historical Memoir of London, Westminster and 
Southwark ; accompanying a Pictorial Map of the City and 

' Suburbs, as they existed in the reign of Henry VIII., before the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries ; compiled from Authentic Docu- 
ments. Folio, vnth the coloured mapf 4 feet 6 inches by 3 feet 3 
inckeSf mounted on linen, and folded into the volume, leiuher back, 
doth sides, £1. Is {original price £1. lis 6d) 

ORFOLK'S (E. E.) Gleanings in Graveyards: a Collection of 
Curious Epitaphs. Third Edition, revised and enlarged, fcap. 
8vo, doth, ds 

UMISMATIC Chronicle and Journal of the Numismatic Society. 

New Series, Edited by W. S. W. Vaux, John Evans, and F. 

W. Madden. Nos. 1 to 24, Published Quarterly. 5s per 

Number, 

This is tbo only repertory of Nuinismatio intelligence ever published in 
Dgland. It contains papers on coins and medals, of all ages and countries, 1^ 
le first Numismatists of the day, both English and Foreign. 

Odd parts may be had to complete a few of this and the former series in- 
) vols. 

^LD BALLADS. — Catalogue of a imique Collection of 400 Ancient 
English Broadside BaUads, printed entirely in the ISlacft lettft; 
lately on sale by J. Russell Smith. With Notes of their Tunes, 
and Imprints. Post 8vo, a handsome vdum£, printed by WhU- 
tmgham, in the old style, half bound, 5s 

A Copy on thick paper, without the prices to each, and a 

different title-pa^, only 10 copies so printed, 10s 6d 

'ARISH'S (Sir Woodbine, many years Charge d? Affairs at Buenos 
Ayres) Buenos Ayres, and the Provinces of the Rio de la Plata^ 
from their Discovery and Conquest by the Spaniards to the 
Establishment of their Political Independence ; with some Ac- 
count of their Present State, Appendix of Historical Docu- 
ments, Natural History, &c. Thick 8vo, Second' Edition, plates 
imd woodcuts, also a xaluabU map by ArrowsmUh, doth, lOs 6d 
(original price 14s) 

** Among the contribntions to the geography of the South American Continent 
he work of our Vice-President, 8ir woodbine Parish, holds a very important 
lace. Professing to bo a second edition of a former book, it is, in reality, 
hnost a new work, from the great quantity of fresh matter it contains on the 
eography, statistics, natural history, and geology of this portion of the woxld.'* 
-Prsfutm^ of the Royal Geographical Soei^*8 Address, 

»ATERSON*S (Jas.) Histories of the Counties of Ayr and Wigton. 
Post dvo, vol 1. Kyle, in two parts, doth, £1, Is 

Vol II, Carrick, post 8vo, doth, 12s 

Particularly fall of information about the Family History of the district. 

>EDLER (E. H., oj Liskeard) The Anglo-Saxon Episcopate of Com* 
wall, with some Account of the Bi^ops of Crediton. 8vo, dothm 
8s 6id (original price 78 6d) 
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PETTIGREW (Thoa. Jos.) On SuperaUtions oonaected will Al 
HiHtory iind Pmctioe of Mcdioina and Surgury. 8vo, /fwW 
jj tew, riot*, la (original prke 8b) 

PETTIGREW (Then, Job.) Inquiries into the ParWcuUra a 
with Uenth of Amy Robisart (Liidy Diidlpy), at Cumm 
Berks, Sept. S, iBflO ; beiug a refutation of the Culimuh 
charged against Sir Robert Dudley, Anthony Foi 
others. Sro, 2a 

FILORIMAOES to St. Muy of Walungham and SI. T 

CsiQterliury. By DESiDEniDB EhasMUs. Nowly T 

"With tha Collcxjuy of Raaii Vowa, by the samo Autbor. a 
Charnotera of AJMh.biahop Wcirhiua aad Dean Culet, villi 
W J. GonoH NiCHOLa. Post 8vo, rayrarinijt, cloth, ' ' 
gmal price 6b) 

PIOZZI, Lara Letter? of Mra. Ptozii (formerly Stra. ', 
friend of Dr. Juhuaon), written when ahs waa cigl 
handsome actor, \yiliiilr>l AuguetUB Conway, aged TwentjC 
8vo, wireif. 2a ^ 

'* writtrn it llinB, tarn, ond fiye o'elocV flu Sw morainri hjJ 

mmiypen: ahairtlisMn. Lea gan) tirenCf-nii ffua old, bSuA 

belt It la be, all i/auT infa."—LrlUr K. 3rd Fib., ISia, 
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mflTfumW. one of thoM i 

otu iktliltiEtoillj lolve."— i'D'vl'iAnJc 

POPE.— Fticta and Conjecturea on the Deaoeot onil Family Oiir 

nections of Pope, the Poet. By theEE:v. JossfhUuhtkb. PM 

8td. 2s 



Post Sto. 2s 

POPULAR Tieatina on Science, written during the Middle Age^ is 
Anglo-Soinn, Anglo-Norman, and Engliish, edited by l^mu 
Wright, M.A. Svo, cloth. 3a 
-Ad Anglo-aiinn Traitiia on Astronomy of Ih 
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liUoIi (mtnmely TulunbJe to Fbllalui^tB, is belna the tbiIk 
AiiaU>Noniuii nm^nlDg, and eipliioitan' of all the afmbnii. 
•Olilptnn sod IwlDtlng) ; tUa Benisi? of Ftiimppe ds Ttaauu. >vi 1 1 , 



POSTE (Rer. Beale) Celtio Inscriptinns on QBiUisli and Britidi 
Coins, intended to supply materials f or the Eariy Hiatoiy."f 
Great Britain, with a GloEsaiy of An^oJc Celtic Words, andjA 
Atlas of Coins. Svo, many cngravinsi, utolh. lOa fid 

POSTE (Beale) Vindication of the " Celtio InacripUmui on 
Mid British Coins." Svo, fUttei, anA oiiU, cloli. la 



JOHN RUSSELL SMITH, 86, SOHO SQUARE. . »1 

SOSTE (Rev. Beale, M.A.) Britanuic Besearches ; or. New Facfa 

« ' and Bectificationa of Ancient British Uistory. 8vo (pp. 448)9 

with engravings, cloth, 15s 

*'The author of this volume may justly claim credit for onnslderable learning; 
Miat industry, and, above all, strong faith in the interest and importance of 
jua subject . . . Qn various points ho has given us additional information, 
iiad afforded us new views, for which we are bound to thank him. Tiie body 
"i^iof the book is followed by a very complete index, so as to render reference to 
' watj "ptat of it easy : this was the more necessary, on account of the multifarious- 
seas of the topics treated, the variety of persons meniaoned, and the many 
works quoted."— -^^enoeK}/!, Oct. 8, 1853. 

c ** The Rev. Beale Poste has long been known to antiquaries as one of the bstt 

(SBsd of all those who have elucidated the earliest annals of this country. Ho 

'■|p a practical man, has investigated for himself monuments and manuscripts, 

^wcad we have in the above-named volume the flruits of many years' patient study. 

.^9be objects which will occupy the attention of the reader are— 1. The political 

"position of the principal British powers before the Roman conquest— under the 

Roman dominion, and struggling uusuucessfully against the Anglo Saxon race ; 

-%. ^e GeogTAphy of Ancient Britain; 8. An investigation of the Ancient 

'.British Historians, Gildas and Neunius, and the more obscure British chronU 

-elers ; 4. The ancient stone monuments of the Celtic period; and, lastlv. some 

eariouB and interesting notices of the early British Church. Mr. Poste has not 

^touebed on subjects which have received much attention fh)m others, save in 

cases where he had something new to ofier, and the volume must be regnnted 

therefore, as an entirely new collection of discoveries and deductions tending 

to throw light on the darkest* as well as the earliest, portion of our natioiiid 

history."— -4 «o». 

POSTE (Rev. Beale) Britannia Antiqua, or Ancient Britain brought 

within the Limits of Authentic History. 8vo, pp. 886, fnap^ 

doth. 14s 

A Sequel to the foregoing work. 



PUBLIGATIONS OF THE ANQLIA CHRISTIANA SOCIETY. 

GIRALDUS Cambrensis, De Instructione Frindpum, with a X^face, 
Chronological Abstract and Maiginal Notes (in English), by the 
Rev. J. S. Bbeweb. 8yo, hoards. 5s 1846 

. • Now first printed (h)m the Manuscript in the Cottonian Library, particularly 

Illustrating the Reign of Henrv II. Among our earlier chroniclers, there is not 

a more lively writer than Qlraldus de Barri. 

CHRONICON Monasterii de Bello, with a Preface, Chronolo^cal 
Abstract, and Marginal Notes (in English), by the Editor. 

8vo, hoards, 5s 1846 

A very curious History ol Battle Abbey, in Sussex, by one of the Monks. 
Printed firom a MS. in the Cottonian Libraiy. 

lilBER ELIENSIS, ad fidem Codicum Variorum. Vol 1 (aU 

printed), with English Preface and Notes, by the Rev. D. 

Stewart, of the College, Ely. 8vo, hoards, 5s 1848 

An important chronicle of the early transactions connected with the Monas- 
tery of Ely, supposed to have been compiled by Richard the Monk, between 
1108 and 1131. 

The above three volumes are all the Society printed. They are well worthy 
of being placed on tlte same shelf with the Camden, Caxton, Burtecs, and Chet> 
ham Settles' publications. From the limited number of members of the* 
Society, the b<K>ks are little known. J. B. Smith having become the pro* 
prietor of the few remaining copies, recommends an early purchase. 



82 BOOKS PUBLISHED OS SOLD BY 

PROVINCIAL DIALECTS OF ENaLAHD 

A DICTIONAltTofArchaicandProTiiicialWord.^, OlisoleWPhlMH 
&c., by J. 0. HaluwlLL, F.R.8., &0. 2 vola, 8vo, lOOO ff.,k 
double oolumns, fifth EQITIuH, cloth. 15s 

GLOSSARY of Prorindnl and LmaJ "Words Dssd in KagiaBi. ^ 
F. GRU3E, F.S.A., mith which is now ineorporat«d ^e Siipfl* 
msot. By Samuel Peooe, F.S.A. Post 8vo, c/oift, js fid 

BKOOKETT'S (J. Trotter) Gloaaary of North Gountly Word^ »ill 
tbnr Eltymology and Aifinity to other LaDgiing«s and Occmiotil 
Notices uf Laool Customs and Populir SuperstiUoiia. Tmu 
EniTIOH, oorreotBd aod ealargad by W. E. Bbocsbtt. 2 vk, 
in J, post 8td, clolh. IOh fld {original priee 2Ib) 

SPGCIUEN'S of Comish ProTinoiiil Dialeot, collected and amngri 
by Uaclo Jan Treenodle, with Bome Introductoi? Rconaria ai 
a Qlouary by an Antiquarian Friend ; also a Selection of Banff 
and other Pieces comiected witli CornwalL Poet Svu, ttUi • 
eurioui portrait <ff Dolly PtiOrtrah, doth, ia 

COHNISH Dinlert and PoeroB, tiz.— 

1 Treagle of Dozmary Pool, and Original Comish BaJludi. 

2 Corsish Thalia : Original Comic PuetnEi illiulmtirs of tin 
Dinleot. 

8 A Companion to tlie CoFoisli Timliii. By H. J. Dahiell 
4 Mirth for " One and alL" By H. J. D.istzli.. 
C Humourous Cornish Legends. By H. J. DAHriilx. 

6 A Budget of Cornish Pogqib, by Tnrious Autliora. 

7 Dolly Fentreath, and other Humorous Corniah Tales, 

8 The Qroat Mine ConfenuiGe, and other Pieuea. 

9 HuHtie Poema. By QEoaas Haults, the "Dartmoor BtoMS- 
fidd." 

10 Maty Anne's EiperiencBH : her Wedding aod Trip up Ihs 
Tamar. By H. J. Dakiew.. 

11 Maiy Anne's Career, and Cousin Jack's AdTQatureo. Bf 
H. J. Dakiell. 

12 A Kew Budget of Cornish Poems, By H. J. Daiai 

13 Mirth for Long Evaninga. By H. J. D; 

14 BobbyPoldreeandhis Wite8n]ly atthBQcoatEihil 
tion. By H. J. Damiell. All 1 2mii, Siijiencc ea,cii. 



irea. BJ 




JOHN N0AKE8 and Maby Styles, a Poem, anbibitjng s. 
the most Btrifeing iingiial localiaras peculiar to Eweot, 
OliHiEary, By Cieahlss Cla-RS, Esq., of Qreat Tobharaf 



JOHN RUSSELL SMITH, 36, SOHO SQUARE. Zt 

i^'ATHAN HOGG'S Letters and Poems in the Devonshire Dialect. 

The fifth, Editiorif with additions. Post 8vo. Coloured 

wrapper. Is. 
''These letters, which have achieved considerable popularity, evince an 
extensive acquaintance with the vernacular of the county and its idioms and 
phrases, while the continuous flow of wit and humour throughout cannot fail 
to operate forcibly upon tiie risible facul ties of the reader. In the Witch stoiy 
Nathan has excelled himself, and it is to bo hoped we have not seen bis last 
effort in this branch of local English literature. The superstitions of Jan 
Va^gis and Jan Plant are most graiihically and amusingly portrayed, and the 
vai-ious incidents whereby the influence of the * Evil Eye * is sought to be 
counteracted, are at once ludicrous and irresistible." — Plymouth Mail. 

NATHAN • HOGG'S New Series of Poems in the Devonshire 
Dialect, including the Witch Story of Mucksy Lane, and the 
Kenton Ghost. Dedicated by Permission to his Highness PHnce 
Louis I/ucien Bonaparte. Post 8vo, 4th edition erdarged, coloured 
torapper. Is ' 

Jl GLOSSARY of Words used in Teesdale, in the County of Dur- 
ham. Post 8vo, cloth. 2s 6d {original price, 6s) 
" Contains about two thousand words . . . It is believed the first an.d 
only collection of words and phrases peculiar to this district, and we hail it 
therefore as a valuable contribution to the history of language and literature 
.... the author has evidently brought to bear an extensive personal ac- 
quaintance with tlie common language." — Darlington Times. 

POEMS of Rural Life in the Dorset Dialect. By the Rev. WILLIAM 
BARNES, of Came Rectory, Dorchester. First Collection. Fcf). 
8vo, Fourth Edition, cloth. 5s. 

■ Second Collection. Fcap. 8vo. Second Edition, cZo^A. 5s. 

Third Collection. Fcap. 8vo, cloth. 4s 6d. 



"The author is a genuine poet, and it is delightful to catch the pure breath 
of song in verses which assert themselves only as the modest vehicle of rare 
words and Saxon inflections. We have no intention of setting up the Dorset 
patois against the more extended provincialism of Scotland, still less of com- 
paring the Doi-setshire poet with the Scotch ; yet we feel sure that these poems 
would have delighted the heart of Burns, that many of them are not unworthy 
of him, and that (at any rate) his best productions cannot express a more coKlial 
sympathy with external nature, or a more loving interest m human joys and 
sorrows."— Literary Gazette. 

GRAMMAR and Glossary of the Dorset Dialect. By the Rev. W. 
Barnes. 8vo. 2s 6d. 

DIALECT of South Lancashire, or Tim Bobbin's Tummas and 
Meary, revised and Corrected^ with his Rhymes, and an enlarged 
Glossary of Words and Phrases chiefly used by the Rural Popu- 
lation of the Manufacturing Districts of South Lancashire. By 
Samuel Baufobd. 12mo, second edition, doth* 3s 6d. 

LEICESTERSHIRE Words, Phrases, and Proverbs. By A. B. 
Evans, D.D., Head Master of Market Bosworik Grammar School. 
12mo, cloth>* 5s. 

A GLOSSARY of the Provincialisms of the County of Sussex. By 
W. DuBRANT Cooper, F.S.A. Post 8vo, second edUion^ enlarged, 
cloth. 8a 6d. 
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Blil tliniK li^t on HDtDB obaonrity ia our writera, or noill old lutliita uil 
I J^ctfou,"— CArtglfOn SonmBrancip, QNnrfiirfir itavltis. 
I W£STUOBELAND and CumberlaDd.^Dialagiiea, PoemB, Sat^ 
Bud Ballads, ty TariouB Writera, in the Westioordatid and <" — 
beiland Diolootfi, now first coUeoted, to which is added a 
□UH QioBBajT of Words peculiai- to those Countiee, Poat 
(pp. 108), chth. Bb. 

A QLOSSAKY of Provininal Worda in uas in Wiltehira, ebowiug 
their Derivaljon in numerous inBtancea, from tha I^jiguage of 
-the Anglo'Saxona. B; Jows YoHaE AkebuaH, Ssq,, P.S^ 
lamo, clolk. 39 

THE DIALECT of Leeds and its Neighhourhood, iUuBtrated hj 
Convci^ationa and Tales of Common Ufa, etc, to whidh are 
added a Coiiioiut Glussaty, Notices of the various AntiqniUes, 
Manners, and Custama, ^nd Oeneml Folk-lora of tha Dutiiet. 
Thitk 12mo, p[>. 45S, cloth. Gs 
TIiIh U tincIoublMJy tha 1>est work Ultlifrta pabllsbod on tba dlalncta ar 

TotinLli'u in s™cn\. anil n! Sj^eAs in i>nrtlca1iir. The nntlior. we hHUesc oni 

of uiir fcUuw bjwisiuou— rot Ida intruiliiolory reninrlis are datad ' Lew]*, Mnnli, 

Egduiiea a InJok whicli wlU ovuiywhera be raoeiv&l is a Taluabla oddtUoa to 
e nreliKolDgicol literatnrs of EDHkiiil.'£«(b ItMSis'i'sr. 
A LIST of Provindal Words in Dse in WakeGeM, Yorkslura, witii 
E^cplanations, including a few deaoriptions and locaHlIaa. By 
W. a. Bauks. 12mo. Is 6d 
THE YorkBhire Dialect, eiemplifled in vaiious Dialoguea, Talea, and 
Sougs, applicaibia to the County, with a Gloaaary. Post Bvo. 

A OL03SART of Torkahire Words and PhraaBs, collected in 
Whitby and its Neighbourhood, with eiam.ploa of thmr collo- 
quial use and allusions to local Customaand TraditioDB. By an 
iHHABrfaMT. 12mo, doth. Ss 6d 

A GLOSSARY, with some Pieces of Verse of the Old Dialect of the 
EiiglLah Colony in tlib Baronies of Forth and Bargy, Co. 
Wejitonl, Ireland. Formerly collected by JacoB Pools, of 
Growton, now edit«d with Notes and Introduction by the Rsv. 
W. BaBSEs, Author of the Dorset Poems and Glossary. Fcap. 
Stoj dak. 4a 6d . ■ -v 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE CAXTON SOCIETY, 

OT CHRONICLES AXD CXraXB 'WItlTmOS XLLUSTBATIVB OF THE HISTORY 
AND MISCELLANEOUS LITERATUBE OF THE MIDDLE AGES. 

Uidforndy printed in Svo, with English Prefaces and Notes. Of • 
several of the Volumes only 100 copies have been 
printed, and only three sets can he completed. 

CHRONICON Hemici de Silgrave. Now first printed from tibe 
Cotton MS. By C. Hook. 5s 6d 

GAIMAR (Qeoflfrey) Anglo-Korman Metrical Chronicle of the Anglo 

Saxon Elings. Printed for the first time entire, with Appendu^ 

containing the Lay of Havelok the Dane, the Legend of Er- 

nulph, and Life of Hereward the Saxon. Edited by T. WrighTj 

Esq., F.S.A. Pp. 284 {only to be had in a set) 

The only complete edition ; that in the Monomenta Historica Britannlcay 
printed by the Record Commission, is incomplete. 

LA REVOLTE du Comtb de Warwick centre le Rol Edouard IV., 
now first printed from a MS. at Ghent, to which is added a 
French letter, concerning Lady Jane Qrey and Queen Mary, 
from a MS. at Bruges. Edited by Dr. Giles. 3s 6d 

WALTERI Abbatis Dervensis Epistoles, now first printed from a 
MS. in St. John's College, Cambridge. By C. Messiteb. 
4s 6d 

BEI^DICn Abbatis F^triburgensis de Vita et Miraculis St. Tho- 
mae Cantaur, now first printed from MS. at Paris and Lam- 
beth. By Dr. Giles. lOs. 

GALFRIDI le Baker de Swinbroke, Chronicon Angeliae temp. Ed- 
ward II. et III., now first printed. By Dr. Giles. 10s 

EPISTOLiE Herbert! d© Losinga, primi Episcopi Norwicensis, et 
Oberti de CSara, et Elmeri ^oris C&ntuarisnsis, now firrt 
printed. By CoL Anbtrutheb. Ss 

ANECDOTA Bedae Lanfranci, et aliorum (inedited Tracts, Letters, 
Poems, &a, Bede, Lanfranc, Tatwin, etc.) By Dr. Giuss. lOs 

RADULPHI Nigri Chronica Duo, now first printed from MSS. in 
the British Museum, By Lieut. CoL Anstrttther. 3s 

MEMORIAL of Bishop Waynflete, Founder of St. Mary Magdalene 
College, Oxford. By Dr. Peter Heyltn. Now first edited from 
the original MS. Sy J. R Bloxam, D.D.^ Fellow of the same 
College. 5s 6d 

ROBERT GROSSETETE (Bishop of Lincohi)"Chasteaud' Amour," 
to which is added, '' La Vie de Sainte Marie Egyptienne/' and 
an English Version (of the 13th Century) of the ''Chasteau^' 
d* Amour," now first edited. By M. CooKE. 6s 6d 

GALFREDI Monumentis Historia Britonimi, nimc primum in 
Anglianovem codd. MSS. coUatis. Editlt J. A. Q(\i;b3^ V^^ 
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I ALANI Prioria CautuariBiuia ]>oetea Abttlis Tewkeal 

ScripU quae extant. Edita J. A. Giles. Qs 6d 
CHRONICON AngltiQ Petribui^nse Itsram post SpuUum 

Kid. MSS. CDDtulit. J. A. Giles. Ob 6d 
VITA Quonmdum Adglo^ionum, Original Lives of Anglo-Sauiu 

and otkera who lived bofora the Coaqueat (in Latin). Edited 

by Dr. Giles. Ids 
SCRIFTORES Beruln OesUrum Wilhelmi Conqaeefcoim, In G 

Collectu Ab J. A. 0:0.13. 10b. 

jlostntuiwi'lMmlprirplilBpriiniita CntnuriensU EccImiIk L. 
^mbramauja CuuEudE UuticgeuaL 4. Chutu WIUsliDi Bsatardl. 
tuti WU1. conqnoabim ad QiMorliuu papnin. a. Bicerptii di 
(iiniiiuularis. Y J>(rHgrUWOIGonq. e. Hrmniu dollorta ' 
Do Mi-rl« LonrnncL ID. Qe«tB WUL iJrtclfi HaitaumflTuia. 11, 
cuaUlurtd S. Huberbl. 12. AbiuIIs Hialoiia Imvis alve Chranlqit 
fi. 8Ui|iliiinl Cadoinsiiaii. 18. CnmiFD de Morte lAufnncl. M. C 

JIU Ctmitim ltd Ir^ui. IK L« DH dg GnUluuns d'AugleUiro. 



QUEEN" DAGMAR'S Croaa, faeiimHe in i/old and aJoum of the 
Knaioelled Jewel in the Old Nuitbcru Muaeuia, flnp miliaj-m , 
iritti lutroducbgi; Remnrlca by ProL Oeorqb StEPaEKS, F.SJL 
Svo, KOied, 3a 

*AINE (Rev. James) History and Antjquiljea o£ North Dnrhivm, 
lu anbdivided into tbe Sbires oE Horhnoi, laiuid, and Bedling- 
ton, whicli from the Sason period until 18ii constitutBd jmrt ot 
tbe County of Durham, but are now united to NurlliuiuberlaDd. 
Bora Pakts a/mjilete, folio, fine plalct (vaating 3 platea ia the 
firatpart)^. £1. Sa 



■BAJNE'S (Rev. Jas.) Saint Cuthbert, y/Uii an Aecount of the Stata 
In which hia romaJoB were found npoothe Opening of bis Tnoft — 
in Durham Cathedral, 1827. Ito, plaki and woadmUt, tdt^ll 
xry iiUiTesting ml). 10a 6d. [Original price, £1. lis t" 

To Was Uill jhriEO— tULi murtal-HrBallikg Miut." 

' BAINE'S (Rev. Jaa.} Cattaricfc. Churoh, Ycdulure, a oorreot o^if fl 
the contract Cor iti! biiitdiug in 14L2. liluBtrated with RemM^ 
and Kotea. WiOi Oiirtem plaiet qf vieici, tlsmtioat, and dttt{ 
hy A. SiLViK, Archita± iba, etoti, Bs,— Or Labqe Pat 
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KAINE (Rev. John, Vicar of Blyth) The History and Antiquities of 
the Parish of Blyth, in the Counties of Nottingham and York, 
comprising Accounts of the Monastery, HospitaJs, Chapels, and 

- Ancient Tournament Field, of the Parish of the Castle and 
Manor of Tickill, and of the Family Possessions of Be Huiliy 
the First and Norman Lord thereof, together with Biographicsd, 
Notices of Roger Mowbray, Philip of Olcotes, Bishop Sander?! 
son, John Cromwell, and others, with Appendix of Documents, 
&c. itdpUUes and pedigrees, doth, 15s {original price, £1. Qb}- 

■ Large Paper, royal 4to. £1. 5» 

These copies have an additional view of the Remains of Scrooby Palace, not 

issued with the early copies. 

RECORDE.— The Connection of Wales with the Early Science of 
Englai^d, illustrated in the Memoirs of Dr. Robert Recorde, the. 
first Writer on Arithmetic, Geometry, Astronomy, &c., in the^ 
English Language. By J. 0. Halliwell. Syo, sevxd. Is 

REDFERN'S (Francis, of Uttoxeter), the History of Uttoxeter, in 
Staffordshire, with Notices of Places in the' Neighbourhood. 
Post Syo; marty engravings, cloth, 7s 6d 

THE RELIQUARY ; a Depository for Precious Relics, Legendary, 
Biographical, and Historical, illustrative of the Habits, Customs, 
and Piursuits of <mr Forefathers. Edited by Llewellyn Jewitt, 
F.S.A. 8yo. Nos. 1 to 26, UlustrcUed with engravings, published 
quarterly, ia 6d per No. 

RELIQUI^ ANTIQUE; Scraps from Ancient Manuscrips, illus- 

traing chiefly Early English Literature and the EngUsh Lan- 

guage. Edited by Wright and HalliwelL 8vo, Vol II., in Nos. 

12s 

Many subscribers want the second volume. A number of odd parts of both 

yola to complete copies. 

RETROSPECTIVE REVIEW (New Series) consisting of Criticisms" 

upon, Analysis of, and Extracts from, curious, useful, valuable, 

and scarce Old Books. 8yo, Vols I. and II., ail printed, doth. 

10s 6d {original price, £1. Is). 1853—54 
These two volumes form a good companion to the old series of the Retrospee*- 
Uvey in 16 vols ; the artidM are of the same length and character. 

REYNOLDS' (Sir Joshua) Notes and Observations on Pictures 

chiefly of the Venetian School, being Extracts from his Italian 

Sket(^ Books ; also the Rev. W. Mason's Observations on Sir 

Joshua's Method of Colouring, with some unpublished Letters, 

of Dr. Johnson, Malone, and others ; with an Appendix, cdli- 

taininga Transcript of Sir Joshua's Account Book, showing the 

Paintings he executed, and the Prices he was paid for them. 

'. Edited by William Cotton, Esq. 8vo, doth, 5s 

. '*The scraps of the Critical Journal, kept by Bejrnolds at Rome, Florence, 

and Venice, will be esteemed by high-class virtuosi." — Leader. 

RIMBAULT (B. F., LL,D., F.S,A., &c.)— A Little Book of Songs 

' and Ballads, gathered from Ancient Music Books, MS. and 

Printed. Elegantly printed in post 8vo., pp. 240, hf morocco, 68 

-*'Dr. Rimbanlt has been at some pains to collect the words of the songs 

which used to deUght the rusticii of former times."— .iftot. 



as JOES RUSSELL SMITH, 86, BOBO SQUARE. 

BIlfBAULT pr. K F.) BfliKotlieca Madrignliana A Biblioj,. 

I ' cal Accuimt of tha Muaical and Poetical Works piibliHbt 
b : EnglitDid during the Siiteooth and SeTsateeatii Ceiiti_. 
I uuder the Tidea of MadrigiJH, BolliitB, Ajiea, Ciuiaoiiete, &0.,- 
* ' Svo, clalh. 5a 
I ' It records a eliM of books loft imdoacriboil l.y Amea, Hetbcrt, mi , 

nd runilEhiiii « Diu>t viliwbte Calalogoo of Lininl Poetrj of tLie i^e to whKk 



tap Ut 



9 aod Eiecu. 

tioo, witti a full acouunt of the " Bloody ABsizs," under Judge 
JeSenes, and Copious Biogmphical Notices. 2 vols, poac Svo, 
jijufuanij cult, doA, Ts Bd (ar^inoi priM, £1. ia,) 
Two Tory IntrnBttng volumes, pnrtloularly eo to those oouueoled witb Uw 
Tot oT EDglAQil. (juoled lot £hoU by Lord UAc&uLAy. 

BOBERTS' {George} The Social Huforj of the People of Hie Sorf 

em CountJes of England ia Put Centurina, niustrated in : 

to thoir Hahit?, Munidpil Bya-lawa, CSvil ProgresB, ic 

8yo, cloth. 7a 6d (orvjiaal price, IB*) 

An IstwuUug ntlume on old Bngllili manneis andcsitoini. nodgof ti 

llBg . iHinlBliiDenla, nlHsbcrart^ gipiiea, piratei, ataitia^UyBrs. iHlgciiti^ 

jMy compiled nbfefly tram oriBiniil mnteriflla. ns tho arublYBS of I^m^l 
and WrrnioDUi, tuidl]' papon, ohujoh regiilcn, Ab. tWdicatid to I 

KOBIN HOOD.— The Great Hero of the Anoiont Hinatreli^l 
England, " Robin Hood," hia Period, real Chatoctor, 4c., i 
tigiLted, uid perhaps EtBcertained. Bythe Kar. JosKl-ll Hci 
Post Evo. 2b 6d. 

H0BIN3ON (J. B., D/i)criy)— Derbyshire GatherinEa; a Fund of 
Delight for the Antiquary, the HtBtoilui, the Topographer, and 
Biographer, and Genera! Kaader. A haiidtome Iti), mih eiiffrav- 
ingi, extra doli, gUt edgi). £1. Gb 

BOUAN COINS.— Bscords of Roman History, from Cdssuh ?<«. 
peiua to Tiberiua Constiuitiaus, as eihibit«d on the Romso 
Cuina, Colleoted by Francis Uobler, formerly Secretary to Ihft 
Kumismatic Society of London. 2 Tola, rojfnl 4to, fronti^itet 
and numsrou tngrvsingi, ia doth. £1. 1b {orij/inal price £3. So, 
only2B0 printed). 



ot lUe dusiril studou' 






, Tbe unpubliibed Culpa an 



miiiled 00 IbB 

Tlie Tolun ot the rnirk Is much enhiincod by tha OlDitnitluna. ciacn! 
fUtbult, nitlL tha peenliKr ipirlt lod Bdelli; wUah Indloat ' 
band. "— c*. Roach SmM"! CdUicKuks Anlijwi. 

flACRED MUSIC— ETthe Rev. W.SlmuieErans, M 

third edition, xwfd. 1b 6d {original price, fla) 
. CotiaJatlns uf Panlm Tiinca, ainctuiisea. Kjiic-BIelaonB, Ao., Ae.,udU 
ten ISln^ AJid Donbla Ubvtta (IlUjor, Obangeablo, an-* "' — ' 
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SALVERTE'S (Eusebius) History of the Names of Men, Nations, 
and Places, in their Connection with the Progress of Civiliza- 
tion. Translate4 by the Bey. L. H. Mordaque, M.A., Oxon. 

2 vols, 8vo, doth, £1. 48 

*' Notre nom propre c*est noas-memes." 
" Nomina si nescis periit cognitio rerum." 

'* Full of learning, well written, and well translated."— -DaiZ^^ Newt. 

"Those two volumes are filled with a minute and philosophical enquiry into 
the origin of names of aU sorts among all nations, and show profound scholar- 
ship and patient skill in wide and elaborate research. Much of the work is, 
necessarily, too profound for general readers— particularly the appendices to 
tlie second volume— but the larfi;er part of the enquiry is so curious and interest- 
ing that any ordinary reader willfully appreciate and profit by the researches."— 
Jiirtniiigham. JoumeU. 

SANDYS' (W., J!'.-Sil.)-— Christmastide, its History, Festivities, and 
Carols {wUk their mudc). In a handsome vol. 8vo, iUustrcUed 
icith 20 engravinffs after the designs of F, Stephanofff extra doth, 
gilt edges, 66 {priginal price 14s) 

" Its title vouches that ChT-itmastide is germane to the time. Mr. Sandys has 
brought together, in an octavo of some 300 pages, a great deal of often interest- 
ing informatipa beyond the stale gossip about " Christmas in the olden time," 
and the threadbare make-believes of jollity and geniality which furnish forth 
most books on the subject. His carols, too, which include some in old Frendh 
and ProveuQ^ are selected from numerous sources, and comprise many of the 
less known and more worth knowing. His matcriids are presented with good 
feeling and mastery of his theme. On the whole the volume deserves, and 
should anticipate, a welcome."''— Spectator. 

SANDYS (W.) and a A. FORSTER.— History of the VioHn and 
other Instruments played on with a Bow, from the Earliest 
Times to the Present^ also an Account of the Principal Makers, 
English and Foreign. Thick 8vo, pp. 408, with many engravings, 
dotL 14a 

SANDY'S (Charles, of Canterbury) Consuetudes Kancise. A Histoiy 
of GkkveUdnd, and other remarkable Customs, in the County of 
Kent. 8vo, tUustrated with facsimiles, a very handsome volume, 
doth, 15s. 

SANDYS (Charles) Critical Dissertation on Professor Willis's "Archi- 

tectural Histoiy of Canterbuiy CathedraL" 8vo. 2s 6d 

" Written in no quarrelsome or captious spirit ; the hlMiest compliment is 
paid to Professor Willis where it is due. But the author has made out a clear 
case, in some very important instances, of inaccuracies that have led th« 
learned Professor into the construction of serious errors thoughout It may 
be considered as an indispensable companion to his volume, containing a great 
deal of extra information of a very curious Idn^"— Art-Union. 

SAULL (W. D.) On the Connection between Astronomical and 
Geological Phenomena, addressed to the Qeologists of Europe 
and America. 8vo, diagrams, sewed, 2s 

SCRASE FAMILY.— Genealogical Memoir of the Family of Scrase^ 
of Sussex. By M. A. Lowes. 8vo. Is 6d 



r 
I 



I 



40 JOHN IWS.«ELL SMITH, 36, SOIIO SQUAJtB. 

SHAEESPERIANA. 

A LirE OF SBAKESPEAItE, including many [lArticu _ 
Biicoting the Poet and liis Familj, never before l>abliBli*S 
J. U. HfLLLwioL, F.RS.,etc. 8vo, a?(«Iru(tii ip*(A76n.jr 
un vkmI, motl of utfticA arc of aem i>6j«ti fma, dratvt 
Falr/wU. dM. 158. 

luu Ilis fuui'i lilo^niiby. All the oneinlotu wiil indlttnna erniMmTn 
snun lue ticrc. fuc ttu lliil lliiio. cuUsnUd, uid mliali Daw light is Ui„ 
tin \mMimil lUHlury. Ii} lapvni nlilhitlii); lUin u kUIdk Malt, BUmaJl 
tho muntystt CBgnivlngs which Illnatnita tlio volume, mom than jf 
nntrbtfOft b»n ngrnvnl. 

It 1» the uoly lift of SliakMpoare to ho bonghl iopBnrtoJj ftoni hid w 
KBW ILliOSTIiATIONB of the IJte, StviiliBa, und Wi'iti(,„ 
SbnJceapaarv. By the Kev. Jobiifh HcI^Tti(. 2 vols, Sv'n, g 
7b idlm-iffirudprke £1. la). 1845 

BntilileingDUnr tn uU oditlong DfthoirorVsflf tlinFoet. 
. Pni t, i>Tl« Bs., imd IVls B, 1, uid E togetliar, |n4iia Bk., nwylwhidta 
amaplats m)i1*i. 

BHAKEaFEARE' S TerUflcatJon, uid its Apimi'eDC Irregulftritios 

Expired by ExMnplea from Early and Late English Writeis. 

By W. SimiKY WiiKKS, Edited by Wm. NAKaoit Lkitbob; 

PoolKop 8vo, elolh. Be. 1854 

"ThtreailorotaiiakeBpckni ifiinld do veil to aitka hbnuilr iiDrtiiinliM with 

Alia ucellcut llttlii tJnak lirQilncs W euti^rlng iiniu Uw Klmlj uC tLu Dust,"— 

Jtr. tii^ir. In lAi Pir/uct fo l,ii Stu, BJilhii i!^ SAaliaimuTt. 

A CKITIOAL EiiuniDatioa of the Text of ShHkeepBare : togoditf 

with JTotaa on hia Plays and Poam^ Ly the late W, aii»K» 

■Walkkb, Editod bjW. Hanaoa Lettaom. 3 T(da, foalscDp Sto, 

cloth. 18a. IBfll) 

"Very often wa Hod onrtielveq dlffbiin^ rrom Mr. WnUrer en tvoUIUbiiuil 

iDtBT^irelu^OBH. hut WD Mtldam dlB^r fmnj lilnj vitbnut ren|>Fcpt tov bid aJhutiir' 

ahlp and csre. Bl* m not tliii wild gucnset al tntlh <rhli;h ueltlicr kiiiIi not 

man havo ituinach to cndnn, but the m^ufdjuni ofii ttn]ii«I iotelllwinqn "^ 

« uIiaab.'Dcd tusle. _ FutuTB islllara nod cuniiuunlatota win In buuud luCf 

"AmluBUe. 
'boini tJiii nm 

^^TlfallTcrn Wutk:iiii.fluut)t?aij- 




NABl'lS ' ' C.lleotion of Words, Phwaes,G« 

IV..1. ' n-tlio Worka ofEngiialiAutb 

tinil 11 1_. ^■l■ ki ]■■ ;i -.. luil Lia Conteinporarim. A Dew 

with CiinBideiiibl.: Adilitioiia both of Worda and Example*, !„,__ 

JaioeB O. HaHiweiL F.R.S., and Thomas Wright, M.A., F.aA. 

S tliick vols 8vo, tleth. £1. le. 1SC7 

The Gluami7 of Ai-clidoneoii Narea li by futbebctlandniiut uufdl Vork un 

polKuroTupklulojiaiiamiutmtbi); Uid obaulvU biTigaoes, and Uioeustnigi 

luUl nuiniiDiK Dt tbB Slxteentli and SuvcRtemitJi Ccutntlea, and it la quite iuJv 

B>u«siiblij fur the reaflms of tlie llttrMiiro of Ibo KlU»lieftaa perioO. Tha 

Bildltldonl wurdB slid Diiiui]deB nro diatlut; Dished rrom Dlnie of Uie nrijinuil 

tout bv o t jiraaxBd to woh. TIih wurk ciHiiuiim ligtwoenjlrB nnd hi Uunmiiil 
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A LETTER to Dr. Farmer (in reply to Ritson), relative to hifl> 
Edition of Shakespeare, published in 1790. By Edmund 
Malonk 8vo, scxoed. Is 1792^ 

COMPARATIVE Review of the Opinions of James Boaden in 1795 
and in 1796, relative to the Sliakespeare MSS. 8vo, 23 1796 • 

ESSAY on the Genius of Shakespeare, with Critical Remarks on 
the Characters of Romeo, Hamlet, Juliet, and Ophelia, by H< 
M. Qra\"es. Post 8vo, cloik, 2s Cd {original price 58 6d) 1826" 

HISTORICAL Account of the Monumental Bust of Shakespeare, 
in the Chancel of Stratford-upon-Avon .Church, by Abr.AViv.kll. 
8vo, 2 plates. Is Cd 1827) 

VORTIGERN, an Historical Play, represented at Drury Lane, April 

2, 1798, as a supposed newly discovered Drama of Shakespeare, 

by WiLLLVM Hei?ry Ireland. New Edition^ with an ariginal 

Preface, Svo, facsimile. Is 6d (original price da 6d) 1882' 

The Prefftco is both iHteresting and curious, from tlie additional informatiou 

it gives re.spcctinj; tlio Shakespeare Forgeries, contaiuing also the substante of 

the author's '* Confessions." 

SHAKESPEARE'S Will, copied from the Original in the Prerogative. 
Court, presers'ing the Interlineations and Facsimiles of the three 
Autographs of the Poet, with a few Preliminary Observations, 
by J. 0. H/VXLIWELL. 4to. Is 1838 

TRADITIONARY Anecdotes of Shakespeare, collected in Warwick-' 
shire in 1693. 8vo, seiced. Is 1833 

OBSERVATIONS on an Autograph of Shakespeare, and the Ortho- 
graphy of his Name, by Sir Fred. Madden. 8vo, seiced. Is 1838 

SHAKESPEARE*s Autobiographical Poems, being his Sonnets 
clearly developed, with his Character, drawn chiefly from his 
Works, by C. A. Brown. Post 8vo, cloth, 4s 6d 1888 

SHAKESPERIANA, a Catalogue of the Early Editions of Shakes- 
peare's Plays, and of the Commentaries and other Publicationj^ 
illustrative of liis works. By J. 0. Halliwell. 8vo, cloth, Ss 

.1841 

*• Indispensable to evci7body who wishes to carry on any inquiries connected 

with Shakespeare, or who may have a fancy for Shakesperlan Bibliography."— 

Spectator. t 

REASONS for a New Edition of Shakespeare's Works, by J. Payne 
Collier. 8vo. Is 1842 

ACCOUNT of the only known Manuscript of Shakespeare's Plays, 
comprising some important variations and corrections in the 
" Merry Wives of Windsor," obtained from a Playhouse Copy 
of that Play recently discovered. By J. 0. Halliwell. 8vo. 
Is 1843 

• WHO was 'Jack Wilson,' the Singer of Shakespeare's Stage ?" An 

Attempt to prove the identity of this person with John Wilson, 

. Doctor of Musdc in the University of Oxford, aj). 1644. By E, 

F. RiMDAULT, LL.D. 8vo. Is 1846 
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JOUN BUSSEll SMITH, 38, SOJIO SQl'ARS. 
CRITICISM opplied lo Shnko^eure. By C BAsaiu. Post Am, If 

[onuirliB on an ArtJals inserted in ilis T»,pen 
a Sooiaty. SmaU 8vo, ttiaui, la, ' 

TBE TempeBt as a Ljrical Dnma. By Moaais Ba&kbtt. Svd. Ii 

A FEW Remarlu on tho Emendation, " Wbo SmotBers her with 
Fnjnting," in the Play of Cymbelino, discurered liy Mr. Collier, 
in a, Corrected Copy of the Seoond Bdltiua of Shukeepeare. tr 
J. 0. BilLLlWELL, to. 8to. la l£iS 

CUKIOSITIES of Modem Shakeapeare CritioHm. By J. O. Halu^ 

8yo, mA lAe/i-W jactinile oftke Gul-aiek Zcittr, jmcd 

I85S 

A FEW Notes on Shakespeare, vnib Outasiona] Remarks on tin 

Emendationi of the Manuscript-Corruutor in Mr. Collier's Copy 

ef the folioy 1S32, Ly the Rev. Alexabusb Dice. 8ra, elodL 

Es 18GS 

"Ur. Drce'i Notts are pscallorly dellglitral, trom Uu tlonn of iElnatnttln 

mih wlilcS M« Biton«lv« nuiaiiia. not only Kniunpour wriljM, bii- - 

ofotbor BoimtrlM, Mpwlslly of the Ilalinn poeti. Ijdi oiablad. „ 

them, ill Uat ko bu recordea li valuiblo. Wu anul tbia liOk •wluiOB idU 

ylmuro, uid oloied It with rcgvct" — Liltrari ftttedj. 

A FEW Words in Reply to the Rev. A, Dyoe'a "Paw Jfotes m 
Shakeapeare," by the Rev. JOSMH Hukteb. 8vo, ]a 186S 

■^ ' V Qriioaldi Shakeapeare. — Motes and Emendations on the Playl 
;if Shakespeare, trum a recently diEcovered annotated copj- ^ 
the late Joe Qrimaldi, Eaq., Comedian. Sto, aoodcuU. Is 

im 

A hutdouiona kuHj on CaUior't Bhaliispears EmEOdatiaDi. 
THE Moor o( Venice, Cinthio'a Tolo, and ShakeBpeare"* TragfiAj, 

By JoHH Edward TAYLon. Post Svo. la im 

CURSORY Notea on Various Pssaagea in the Test of Beaumont uid 

Flet«hDr, aa edited by the Rev. Alexander Dyce, and am Ml 

"Few Notea on Shakespeare," by the Rev. John Mitpobji. 

8vo, Kfted. 2a Od ISSfl 

BA.CON and Shakespeare, an Inquiry touching Plsyen, Playlioate^ 

J^tthev , . , .. 

bly wall op la the chief LaMB and EnclMh 
of the iDDBt ertnordJuaiy paradoxal touiibfog 
tbe Ereaiait at them that wu sTBr bmached b; s mta of bia intelleiituiil calibn. 
Ha mnlaUiMiI Uut tbg Flivs of Shaluuipeare woib nsllr writlen bf £iu»n, 
who pnised them off under Uie nune of no netor, Ibr feir ot oompniniirtng hli 
imfeBBloDa] pnnpacli nod ptillotophlo ttravltT. Onir list roir, whan this iDb- 
Ject wudliQDuedat BKadllDds, Lord Fslmenliin aaddeiilr left the nwin. cnA 
■pecdily ntamed with a imall mluiiie of ilrnmatlc critivlHini (Jifr, SttOh't hwU 
In whlsh thu isnie theory win supporfpd by aupiweeil nnBlngles of thonrtt ul 
si[iTe>sioB. 'Tbere,' gsid ha, 'read that, ud yea will eeme em^ mf 
■y>MuiL"'— froMT'i Uitg., Km. ISOS. - 
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AMLET. — An Attempt to Ascertain whether the Queen were an 

Accessory before the Fact, in l^e Murder of her F^iBt Husband. 

Svo, aewed. 2s 1856 

** This pamphlet well deserves the perusal of every student of Hamlet."— 

SAKESPEARE's Story-Teller, Introductory Leaves, or Outline 
Sketches, with Choice Extracts in the Words of the Poet him- 
self, with an Analysis of the Characters, by G^rge Stephens^ 
Professor of the English Language and Literature in the Univer- 
sity of Copenhagen. Svo, Nos. 1 to 6. 6d each. 1856 

EBICLES, Prince of Tyre, a Novel, by Geo. Wilkins, printed in 
1608, and founded upon Shakespeare's Play, edited by Pro- 
fessor MoMMSEN, with Preface and Account of some original 
Shakespeare editions extant iu Germany and Switzerland, and 
Introduction by J. P. Collier. Svo, setoed. 5a 1857 

liOYD (\y. Watkiss) Essays on the Life and Plays of Shakespeare, 
contributed to ihe Edition by S. W. Singer, 1856. Thick post 
Svo, half calf gUtf marbled edges. 9s 1858 

Only 60 copies privately printed. 

HE Sonnets of Shakespeare, rearranged and divided into Four 
Parts, with an Introduction and Explanatoxy Notes. Post Svo, 
clotJi. 3d 6d 1859 

TBICTURES on Mr. Collier's New Edition of Shakespeare, pub« 

lisked in 1858, by tiie Hev. Alexandeb Drax. 8vo^ chth. 5a 

, (original price 7b 6d) 1859 

11i£ Shakespeare Fabrications, or the MS. Neietf of the Perkiiui 
folio, shown to be of recent origin; with Appendix <m the 
Authorship of the Ireland Forgeries, by C. Mansfield Inolebt, 
LL.D. Foolscap Svo, with a facsimile, ^hetoing ike pseudo old 
vniting and the pencilled words, doth. 3s 1859 

iTfilCTURSS on Mr. Hamilton's Inquiry into the QenmnenesB of 
the MS. Corrections in J. Payne Colliei^s Annotated Shakespeare. 
FoUo, 1632. By Scrutator. Svo, sewed. Is 1S(M) 

IHAKESPEARE and the Bible, shewing how much the great Dra- 
matist was indebted to Holy Writ for his Pr(^ound £iowledge 
of Human Nature. By the Rev. T. R. Eatok. Fcap. Svo, cloth, 
2s 6d 1860 

^E Footsteps of Shakespeare, or a Ramble with the Early Drama- 
tists, containing New and Interesting Information respecting 
Shakespeare, Lyly, 3£arlowe, Green, and others. Post Syo, doth,^ 
5b 6d 1861 

(HAKESPEARE, his Friends and Contemporaries. By G. M* 
Tweddell. Second Edition, Svo, Parts I to IIL 6d each. 

1861—8 

^E Shakespeare Cycloposdia, or a Classified and Elucidated Sum- 
mary of Shakespeare's Knowledge of the Works and Phenomena 
of Nature. By J. H. Fennell, 8vo, Part L, sewed. Is 1862 



44 JOUN RUSSELL SMITH, 86, SOHO SQUARE, 

A BRIEF Hand Book of the Records belonging to the Borough c 
Siratf ord-on-Avon ; with Notes of a few of the Shakespeaiia 
Documents. Square post 8vo, doth {only 50 printed). 7b 6 

186 

SHAKESPEARE No Deerstealer ; or, a Short Account of Fulbrok 
Park, near Stratford-on-Avon. By C. Holte Bracebride. Svt 
privatdy printed. Is 6d 186 

WHELER's Historical Account of the Birthplace of Shakespean 
reprinted from the edition of 1824, with a few prefatory renuu^ 
by J. 0. HalliwelL Svo, frmt. Is 6d 186 

BRIEF Hand List of the Collections respecting the Life and Woii 
of Shakespeare, and the History and Antiquities of Stratfon 
npon-Avon, formed by the late Robert Bell Wheler, and pn 
sented by his sister to that Town, to be preserved for ever i 
the Shakespeare Library and Museiun. Small square 8?( 
78 6d Chunoich Press, 186 

Only 100 copies printed at the expense of Mr. Halliwell, not for sale. 

SHAKESPEARE'S Coriolanus. Edited, with Notes and Prefoa 
by F. A Leo, with a quarto facsimile of the Tragedy of Coa 
lanuB, from the folio of 1623, photoUthographed by A Bci 
CHARD, and with Extracts from North's Plutarch. 4to, eUgad 
printed, extra doth. 15s 186 

SHAEISPERE and Jonson. — ^Dramatic veratw Wit-Combats — Aux 
liary Forces — ^Beaumont and Fletcher, Marston, Decker, Chaj 
man, and Webster. Post Svo. 4s. 18li 

REPRINTS of Scarce Pieces of Shakespearian Criticism, No. 1, "B 
marks on Hamlet, 1736." Fcap. Svo. Is 6d 186 

THREE Notelets on Shakespeare ~ I. Shakespeare in Germany; I 
The Folk-lore of Shakespeare ; III. Was Shakespeare a SoWier 
By William J. Thoms, F.S.A. Post Svo, doth. 43 6d 18fl 
** On this subject of Shakespeare in Germany, Mr. W. J. Thoms lias rcp^n 
a paper read some years ago before the Society of Antiquaries, together wil 
two other * Notelets ' on the Poet — ' The Folk Lore of Shakespeare/ lh)m tl 
ATHKNiBUM, and • Was Shakespeare a Soldier ?* from Notes and Quikies. Si 
the least of Mr. Thoms's many serviceu to English literature is the inventioo^ 
that admirable word /oIA;-Zore, which appearedfor the first time in these coliuui 
only a few years ago, and has already become a domestic term in every com 
of the world. His illustration of Shakespeare's knowledge of this tittle voi 
of fairy dreams and legends is a perfect bit of criticism. He answers the qoa 
as to Shakespeare's having seen martial service in the affirmative ; and then 
we think his argument sound, his conclusion right. These * Notelets ' irt 
very well worthy of being collected into a book." — AthencBum. 

SHAKESPEARE'S Editors and Commentators. By the Rev. W. 1 
Arrowsmith, Incumbent of Old St. Pancras. 8vo, seiced. Is li 

1« 

NEW Readings in Shakspere, or Proposed Emendations of the Tex 
By Robert Cartwrioht, M.D. Svo, setoed. 28 18fi 

THE SHAKESPEARE EXPOSITOR : being Notes, and Emeirf 
tions on his Works. By Thomas Keightlbt. Thick fcap. Svi 
dotk 7b 6d 18< 
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JHAKESPEAHITb Jest Book.— A Hundred Mery Talya, from the 

only perfect copy known. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, 

by Dr. Herman Oesteblby. Fcap. Svo, nicely printed by Whit- 

tingkam, half morocco, 4s 6d 

The only perfect copy known of the " Hundred Hery Talys '* was lately dis- 

«vered in the Royal Library at Gottingen. This is a verbatim reprint, supply- 

Dg all the chasms and lost tales in former editions, with copious Notes by the 

tditor, pointing out the origin of the various tales, and authors who have used 

hem. 



^HARPE's (Samuel, autJior qf the History of Ancient Bgypt^ dsc.) — 
The Egyptian Antiquities in the British Museiun described. 
Post Svo, wiik many woodctttSj cloth. 5s. 1862 

" We stron0y counsel every one who desires to obtain a true knowledge of 
he Egyptian Department of the Museum to lose no time in obtaining this <^eap 
aid. excellent volume." — Daily News. 

" Mr. Sharpe here presents the student of Egjrptian antiquity and art with a 
'ery useftil book. .... To the accomplished student this book will be 
iseful as a reminder of many things already known to him ; to the tyro it may 
«rve as a guide and aide^nemoire : to the mere visitor to the Galleries in the 
kitish Museum, this will be a handy guide book, in which an immediate 
nswer may be sought and found for the oft-repeated questions before these 
irondrous remains — of what are their natures? what their meanings T what 
heir purposes ?"— .4 tfienattm. 

JHARPE (Samuel) Egyptian Mythology and Egyptian Christianity, 
with their Influence on the Opinions of Modem Christendom. 
Post Svo, mth 100 engravings, doth. 38. 

>H AEPE (Samuel) History of Egypt, from the Earliest Times till the 
Conquest by the Arabs, a.d. 620. 2 vols, Svo, third edition 
(excepting the engravingSj the same as the fourth), elegantly printed, 
cloth. 4s 6d {original price 16s) 

(HARPE (Samuel) Critical Notes on the Authorissed EnglishVersion 
of the New Testament, being a Companion to the Author's 
''New Testament, translated from Qriesbach's Text." Fcap. 
Svo, SECOND EDITION, doth. 2s 6d 

SHEPHERD (Charles).— Historical Account of the Island of Saint 
Vincent, in the West Indies, with lai^e Appendix on Population, 
Meteorology, Produce of Estates, Revenue, Carib Grants, etc. 
Svo, plates, doth 8s {original price 12s) 

IINDINQ (Professor, of Copenhagen) History of Scandinavia, from 
the early times of the Northmen, the Seakings, and Yikiogs, to 
the present day. First English Edition, thoroughly revised and 
augmented. 8vo, pp. 490, large map and portrait of Q. Marga^ 
ret, doth. Cs 

iKELTON (John, Poet LaureaU to Henry VIII) Poetical Works, 

the Bowge of Court, Colin Clout, Why come ye not to Court ? 

(his celebrated Satire on Wolsey), Phillip Sparrow, Elinour 

Bumming, etc., with Notes and Life. By the Bev. A. Dtob. 2 

vols, 8vo, doth, 168 {original price £1. 12s) 

* The power, the strangeness, the volubility of his language, the audacity of 

is satire, and the perfect originality of his manner, made Skelton one of the 

lost extraordinary writers of miy age or country. "—Southey, 




}OUN RUSSELL SMITM, 38, SOBO SQ174RM. 

..iftht Dipt, qf MSS. in tie BrUUh JSfutacti) J. b 

the OenealagiBt, To]«gTiipher, Antiquoiy, andX^ 

f llifn»iii, oomUting oE Deecriptioiu of Public itfcordi^ tm- 

ehiel and other RcgiBtera, Wills, Count; and Family Riwti'Tiiti 

B«i«J^ Collectfans in Public Libraries, &c 8to, sbcokd BO' 

TiOR, pp. 510, dolh. 1Gb 

Thin vdtC will ba Toard iodlipeniabla bj thou an^pkgQi] inthaftQ^tf 

?»mil7 Hialorj iDd HeraliJr;, anJ liy tho eompilar ot Comity tad Locd 

Hiitorr-llia Autiiintr; sad tlie Lnwyer. Inliiha PubUo and othsr BseoMl 

in»l llkuly in nfliirf infonniilion tn trenenlotloil iiiuulrBts, are rullvdeKiltai 

ondthoLr idona of prenatdepaait lndloit^. dDcbRfiooTda arv — Ttuitkni^ 

ity Builu— Hiuiulic RaMiida— Cartie AiiliqniB— Liber ISiger—LSxT Sntev 

— TiBdi de Nerit— Flodts in Tarinua Cuuru— Charter BuUb — Close n«ll»- 

" " " ■ - -- - ■ rtto— Rno HolUi— ftBKft, 



nBolls—EnadredRi 






I 



'^Forftaltareji PqrdaoH, and Attaliidirs— ParlianivnUry- 3t.«L^ot^— Comtf 
Palitine Iteiiordi-acoliai, Irisb, and Welsh ReuorflB— ilao Wills — fjimUiB 
Mid oUier Regiator*— BegliMrB ot Ui^ivorsiliea uod Public SohiMila— Horalffle 
OdUboUoiu— EeooBli o/raergymBn, Lawjore.SurBSona. BoUIbts. aiaiora, Ac, It. 
The HhDle unioinpuiied by nlublii UntM of nlnted Wntky And Maoaserfpb 

lain, and otber LlbnirteB at Oiftird— The Fublls Libraiy, and that ol Cii» 
College, Cambridge— Th« Collegea of Arnii la London and Dublin— The UbndM 
M Lioevhi's Inn, nod er (ba Uiddla and Inner Temple— at ChBthinn GkdiA 
UwiElieBter; and in o^er repoaiUirieB too niunenma to meaEiou. 

The more importiinC of Uimb UaU are tbOBe ot Ucmnstlo CSTtnlario- 
Eitracte from Pica and oth^r Rolls-'EBcheBtB— iDqainUonfi, Ac — Tenanteig 
Capile~RecaaaDta—8ub9ldi€3— Crown Lutdji— WJIb— Paioi^htal ad oUur 
RFgistEre— Hiralds' Vitltitlona— Itoyil and Noble Oeneslosies— Pmngta; 
Bareuetngea, Knlghta^^- FedigTBeB of Gfiuij^ — Gonntjand Panilly Hletuiit 
~tIiiBuiDeiil)d InKripHone— Coats of Anna— Ameriaiui OBncatoaiea—Usta of 
Gently— Hnnbeis of Farliament — Fraebolili— Offlcen of State — Jualiaes of 
Peaoe— Unyon. Sboriflh, rlic— Cnlleglana, Churoh DiguLtBriea — lAvryeiB— Tbt 
Hedioal ProIUalon— Buldlsn— BaUors. ttc. 

To ttisae ii added an " Appendix," eonlJ^nliiK an Acconnt of tho PubUoIle. 
flord OIPoH and Ubrarlee mentioned in the ircn, the mode of obtaining adaiiB< 
aion. iKinra of attnidance. feae fur esarthing, oopyiog, ftt Table of tba R^ml 
Teonot EugUah Bovenilgna; Tables of Dates used in Ancient RocurdB, An. 
SlUg (Richaiil) Handbook ta tbe Librat? of the British Uuieum, 
CDntAiuing a brief Historj of it£ Formation, and of the Tarioui 
CollactJoiu of wluah it ia composed, Desoriptiooa of the Cata- 
logues in present use. Classed Lists of the Manuscripts, oto., and 
B variety of lofumiatiou indispensable foe Literary Men, nith 
some Account of the principBl Public Libiaries in Londan. Sm. 



bi all puta of Ilia wi 



ry literary peiaon or public tnslllD. 

le' Eandbook of the Library han been pabllshBd, nhicb J tblnk will b* 
nuMi nseflil to the pnUlo."— fuTdScilminir'i Bepig tKlhiH. it/'Ceoinmiu, July, list, 

^I am ranch nleaiedwitb your ImoIc, and HndEiiitabtuidanaeaf InfoilfiatliHi 
whlata I irant^''-^[,all«- fitmt AlitTt WoTi, Eiq., F.S.A., Editor of Ita 
"FnmtBTwnPanulorum," "- 

** t take tide opportunity ( 



iiJbiMy of the IWlJih Saaenm,' uhloi 

HhicliItdenrTBa."— J^Utr/rM>n«. IFriS'il,Sig. 



itilHkoyomnlcellttla 'Bia 



a Llbni7 of the British Mnaaum' 1 
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SLOANE— EVANS (W. S.) Grammar of Britisli Heraldry, cons ting 
of Blazon and Marshalling with an Introduction on the Rise and 
P^gress of Symbols and Ensigns. 8yo, sbcosd sdition, many 
plates f cloth, 5s {oriffinai price ISs) 

SMITH'S (Henry Ecroyd) Reliquiae Isurianae, the Remains of the 

Roman Isurium, now Aldborou^ near Boroughbiidge, Torl^ 

shire, illustrated and described. Royal 4to, with 37 plat^ clUh, 

£1.53 

The most highly iUastrated work ever published on a Boman Btation In 

England. 

SMITH'S (Charles Roach, F.S.A.) History and Antiquities of Rich- 

borough, and Lymme, in Kent^ Small 4to, with many engrav* 

ings on wood and coppery by F, W. FairhoU^ doth, £1. Is 

**No antiquarian volame conld display a trio of names more zealotaiv 

■accessfol, and intelligent, on the subject of Romano-British remains, than the 

three here represented — Roach Smith, the ardent explorer ; Fairhol^ the exceir 

lent illustrator, and Rolfe, the inde&tigable collector.— Iritenzrj^ Gazette. 

SOUTH (W.Jun., of Morley) Rambles about Morley (West Riding 
of Torkshire) with Descriptiye and Historic Sketches, also an 
Account of the Rise and Progress of the Woollen Manufacture 
m this Place. Royal 12mo, map amd numerous engramngs, doth, 
5s 

SMITH'S (Toulmin) Memorials of Old Birmingham, Men and Kamei, 
Founders, Freeholders, and Indwellers, from the 13th to the 
16th Century, with particulars as to the earliest Church of the 
Reformation built and endowed in England, from original and 
unpublished documents. Royal Svo, pMU$, cloth, 4s 6d 

SMITH (John Russell) Bibliothecana Cantiana. — ^A Bibliographical 
Account of what has been published on the History, Topogra- 
phy, Antiquities, Customs, and Family Genealogy of the County 
of Kent) with Biographical Notes. Svo (pp. 870) ioith two plates 
of facsimiles of autographs cf 33 eminent Kwtish Writers, 5b 
(original price 14s) 

SMITH (J. R) A Bibliographical Catedogue of English Writers on 
Angling and Ichthyology. Post Svo. Is 6d 

SMITH (J. R.) A Bibliographical List of all the Woiks which have 
been published towsffds illustrating the ProTinoial Dialects of 
England. Post Svo. Is 
"Very serviceable to such as prosecute the study of our proTindal dlaleot% 

or are collecting 'works on that cuoiouB suttject. . . • We rery cordial^ 

recommend it to notice."— IfefrojpoZitan. 

SPEDBING (James, Editor of Lord Bacon) Publishers and thdr 
Authors. Post Svo, cloth, 2s 
Mr. Spedding wishes to expose the present mystery (I) of publishing, ho 
thinks worn a number of cases that we publishers do not aet on the square. 
However, there are two sides to the question ; but his book will be usotil to 
the uninitiated. 

STEPHENS' (Professor Qeorge, of Copenhagen) the Old Northeni 
Runic Monuments of Scandinavia and England, now first Col* 
lected and Deciphered. Folio, Part 1, pp. 362, with about ISO 

engravings, £2. 10s 
The Author promises the second and concluding Part next yeas. 



\ 



JOHN BUS-SELL SMITH, 85, SOffO SQUJJIS. 

STEPHENS' (Prafeuor) TUo Rutbwell CrooH <qbu- Annul, DnniAi* 
shire) tiitk iU Bunio Venea, by CiBdmoii, imd CasdtilDn'i Dn» 
Id;, " The Holy Bood, a l>reua," frocu a TranscHpt <rf tlw 10" 
Centnty, vith Tnuulations, Nate*, &0. Falio, urtCA (IW |flt 

inrHL 10a 

ndi Hil] be Iscladed In Uis tortlicanupg MCinid part □( Fror«dO[ BU, 

-, -rk. ttili ptrrUoa u put>1lHfiejt aop&rateJy to nu»t IIja wtahcs of a aqmlJaf rf 

-ATvlmologiflti. 

I ^STIBRFS (Thoa.) A Hot amongBt the BUIiops, or a Terible 7 

' ' in the Sea ot Canterbury, »et forth in lively Bmblema, t' 

the Judicioiu Itoader. {A Satire on Abp, Laud), Jour a 

iiul uoodeul enbltBtt, cTetJL 3a 

^siinilcorUiB vsiTmnorieiimledilloa, nblcfa aulil at BIndliy's aal 

SUURET HILLS.— A Guide to tbe Cbterham R^waj and itA 

niLf ■ Post Sto, 2iuI and rrcHeil editian, wili a map, «eiD«& | 

ckirulcr thai 

miles ol tba mslifiiiolijs. 

eUIlTEEa (Rev. Soott. F., ^ SprotUrgh, Torhshh-e) Wufa and 

Stntys of North Eumber Eietoiy. Post Stq, 3 plata, dolk. 

SDRTEES (Rev. Bcott F.) Julius Caesar, Did ha Cro 
(into Kent) 1 Post Sto, floth. U Od 
" In ^viDf; an anawec In the negativa In tJie above qncstlim, vb ai 
L Mnil dlAUutionabe heaiiuit, and In order to avoid dnunDloiAtiDn w 
onr Rafecon, and ptoponnd as lapnble of nil proof tiiB tbltcmrlB^S: 
hereby, vtt, that Gaaar aover set footat Bonlaflno or Calala, ne va r""" 
ChaaiiBl. orHtflTH on Deal or Dover, buttlut liaHtiled&^>iii tjiam 
Bhluo OF Bclieldt, and landed in Horlollc on both Ida eipeditiona. "- 
TESTAMENT (The Netv) tranalated from Qi-ieaboi&'e 
Samuxl StiABPB, Author of the Hiitioiy of Egjpt, i 
edition, liiao, pp. iia, cUfh. la Od 
The nini of the tianalator bus been to glra tha meaning ai 
Oroek 3B far aa poxaiblB in BngUah wonli. The book ia prlated 

t>f btvettud aoniioag, and the quolal^oDB from Uia " Old TeatoineDt ""u 
,l]iDis puaaifaa wbioh aeem to be poetry In a smallor tjpa. ^(ti enii,.— 
fivm a*v nuUln In tnfora Axlrinai pofadt. five lorife imprsaalonaV 
volnniH •mfflefeatly teat Its valuo. * 

Wh ooraiallj- ruooniuiond tbia edHJoa of Uie New ToBtatnont to 
and tunUi^eton.—BrUM Contnttriiatitl. . 

t7p-in ttia whole, we muit admit tliat hia la the moat correet lainUab M 

tn Bitl-tannB, eithor of tlio whnle nr of any portion of I' - "— ■"— -' 

JTiKlttJaifu, end nputed b; tba BvfiliA IlkiiTehman. 
TEST'UIEIKT (Old).— The Hebrevi' Sociptures, tranalated by S, 
Sei.bf>, b^ng a revieion of the authorized EngUfih C ' 
meiit. S Tole, foaji. 8vo, cloth, red tdm>. Te 6d 
' " IB the fiillnwlBg HeYisian of the Aiithorirad Yonfon of the Old '. 
the aim of the Traiisletor has bssn tD ihpw (n th" Trat, by Ermter i 
timwi pBaTillarlties whiub otbera have ^ri'n i^>]iU'nt tit ^uijtL oat tn I 

ftiUuirea «oiHe of the i-arinus ri .. : ■ iltotai 

Kouuluott."— Prqfta- APciupeatu.i : 
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ANSWELL'S (John, of the Irmer Temple) the History and Anti- 
quities of Lambeth. Svo, with numerous UlustratuyM, doth, 
4s 6d {original price Ts 6d) 

HOMPSON (James) Handbook of Leicester. 12mo, Second Edit, 
woodcuts, bds. 2s 

HOMPSON (Ebenezer) A Vindication of the Hymn "Te Deum 
Laudamus," from the Corruptions of a Thousand Years, mth 
Ancient Versions in Anglo Saxon, High German, Norman 
French, &c., and an English Paraphrase of the XVth Century, 
now first printed. Fcap. 8vo, cloth. 3s 

A book well worth the notice of the Ecclesiastical Antiquary and the 

hilolof^ist. 

HOMPSON" (Ebenezer) on the Archaic Mode of expressing Num- 
bers in English, Anglo-Saxon, Friesic, eta 8yo (an ingeniom 
and learned pamphlet, interesting to the Philologist), Is 

lERNEY'S (Rev. Canon) History and Antiquities of the Castle and 
Town of Arundel, including the Biography of its Earls. 2 vols^ 
royal 8vo, fine plates, cloth, 14s (original price, £2. 10s.) 

ITI AN.— Notices of the Life and Works of Titian the Painter. 
By Sir Abraham Hume. Royal 8vo, portrait, doth, 68. 

ONSTALL (Cuthbert, Bishop of Durham) Sermon preached on 
Palm Sunday, 1539, before Henry VIIL ; reprinted verbatim 
from the rare edition by Berihelet, in 1539. 12mo. Is 6d. 

An exceedingly interesting Sermon, at the commencement of the Beformation j 

krype in his '* Memorials,'' has made large extracts from it. 

ORRENT of PORTUGAL ; an English Metrical Romance. Now 
first published, from an unique MS. of the XVth Century, 
preserved in the Chetham Library at Manchester. Edited by 
J. 0. Halliwell, &c. Post 8vo, doth, uniform toith Bitson, 
Weber, and Ellis's publications, cloth. 6s. 

*"rhis is a valuable and interesting addition to onr list of early English 

lo.trical romances, and an indispensable companion to the collections of RitBOO, 

'ober, and EUis,** — Literary Gazette. 

'OPOGRAPHER (The) and Genealogist. Edited by J. G. Nichols. 

3 vols, 8vo, doth. £1. 5s (pub £3. 3s) 
This extremely valuable work forms a sequel to the ** Collectanea Topogiaphlca 
euealogiea,'* and the intrinsic value and originality of the materials comprised 
lerein, will entitle it not only to preservation, but to frequent reference. 

'OWNEND's (William) The Descendants of the Stuarts. An Unr 

chronicled Page in England's History. 8vo, portraits and 

fdding pedigrees, second edition, with AoDiriONSy ha^f morocco, 

6s (original price 10s) 

^i&volame contains a most minnte, precise, and valuable history of the 

esoendants of the Stuart Family. Neither of onr Historians firom Hume to 

[acaulay give even the more prominent facts in connection with many branches 

r Hao House of Stuart 

** This is a really interesting contribution to what we may term the private 

tcOidB of history. .... What Mr. Townend has done is full of curious 

jfimiuMfaL H£s Genealogical tables shew all the ramiflcations which spring 

f ^ matrimonial aUianees of the descendants of the Stuarts, and very 

l^iUa some of these indicate We promise our readeif 

-^i-^aig contains much that is worthy of penual and recollection, as 
it to mfflpestive. "--Giobt. 



50 JOHN RUSSELL SMITH, 86, SOHO SQUARE, 

TOXOPHILUS ; the School of Shooting (the firat English TreatiBe 
on Archery. By Rogeb Asoham, reprinted from the Bar. Dr. 
Giles's Edition of Ascham's Whole Works. Fcap. 8yo, ciotk 3i 

TROLLOPE (Rev. W.) History of the Royal Foundation of CJhrist'fl 
Hospital, Plan of Education, Internal Economy of the Inistita- 
tion, and Memoirs of Eminent Blues. 4to, plcUes, doth. So 6d 
{origifud price £3. 3s) 

TUCKETT (John) Pedigrees and Arms of Devonshire Familitt, a 
recorded in the Herald's Visitation of 1620, with Additdoos 
from the Harleian MSS. and the Printed CoUections of West 
cote and Pole. 4to» Parts I. to XIL Each 5a 

TURNER'S (Sir Gregory Page) Topographical Hemorandoms for 
the County of Oxford. 8vo, hds. 2s 

TWEDDELL (0. M.) The Bards and Authors of Cleveland and Sonth 
Durham. By Q. M. Tweddell. 8vo, Parts L to VL 6deacL 

TWO LEAVES of King Waldere and King Gudhere, a hitherto un- 
known Old English Epio of the 8th Century belonging to thd 
Saga Cycle of King ^eodoric and his Men. Now first pub- 
lished with a Modem English Reading, Notes, and Glossair by 
George Stephens, English Professor in the University qf Ot 
penhoffen. Royal 8vo, with four Photographic FoAxinUleM cf ik 
MS, of the 9th Century f recerUly discovered <U Copenhagen. ISs^ 
Without FaestmOes. 7s 6d 

VASET (George) A Monograph of the Genus Bos. — ^The Natanl 

History of Bulls, Bisons, and Buffaloes, exhibiting all the knows 

Spedei (with an Introduction containing an Account of Expe* 

riments on Rumination from the French of M. Floubens). 

8vo, with 72 engravings on wood by the Author, doth. 68 (ftrigi- 

ntd price 10s 6d) 

Written in a scientific and popnlar manner, and printed and illnstiated 

tkniformly with the works of Bell, Yarrell, Forbes, Johnston, &c. Dedicated to 

laie late Mr. Yarrell, who took gi«at interest in the progress of the work. Kt 



YASET'S (George) Illustrations of Eating, Splaying the Omni* 
vorous Character of Man, and exhibiting the Natives of various 
Countries at Feeding-time. Fcap. 8vo, wUh woodcuts by thi 
Author, 28 

VERNON'S (B. J., B.A., Oxon) Guide to the Anglo-Saxon Tongue, 

on the Basis of Professor Rask's Gkammar ; to which are added 

Reading Lessons in Verse and Prose, witii Notes, for the Use d 

Learners. 12mo, cloth, 5s 

" Mr. Vernon has, we think, acted wisely in taking Raak for his model : hot 

let no one suppose from the title that the book is merely a compilation firam 

the work of that philolo^t. The accidence is abridged firom Raak, witii 

constant revision, correction, and modification; but the syntax, amostim* 

portant portion of the book, is original, and is compiled with great can aad 

skill ; and the latter half of the volume consists of a well-chosen selection d 

extracts flrom Anglo-Saxon writers, in prose and in verse, for the practice of the 

student, who will find great assistance in reading them from the giammatieal 

notes with which they are accompanied, and firom the glossary wMch foUowi 

ihem. This volume, well studied, will enable anyone to read with ease tti 

generality of Aiig\o-8axan.'wxltAt& ; and its cheapness places it within the mA 

of every class. It ^b ouc '\\wtts t^oixa&»iv^VLQ\vr~-L<terary GatiUls. 



^ £0OKS PVBLISHEU AND SOLD BY 61 

VICARS' (John) Eueland'* WartUes, under whom all tli8 Civil and 
Btocxiy WatTBD, Jjinoe Aono 1642 to Anno 1617, are related. 
Rujal 12mo, rtprii^d in tJie old stylt (mmiiar lo lady Willough- 
by'i DioTji), mlA copia of the \i rare porlraiii r^Ur HoUar, tlt^ 
half vioroefo. 69 

WACE (MflstOT, the Anglo-Norman Poet) Hia Chrauida of tie Nor- 
niaD Cunqueet, from the Ronirvn de l(oii. Tranaluted into Kng- 
lish Prose, tritli ISotea and IlluHtrations, hj Eduab Tavloii, 
F.S.A. ivo,mans engramngtfnHii ilu Bayeux Tapalry, A'wnkmi 
AnhiltrtiiTt, IH-ammatioiu, tU.,doth. 15a foriginalpriee £1. 8a) 
Only KM iMplos printed, ind very fow reniBln Buauld ; the reniildiiig eaplDi 

juaorB Df the death Dt Mr. PlulinriBgi hitherto no eoplei have bten Hold imilBt 

(TACKEKBARTH (F. D. } Muale and the Anglo-Saions, being soma 
Account of the Anglo-SoiDn Orcheatia, with Remarks on the 
Churoh Muaio of the IBth Century. Svo, 2 jilatee, tewed. i» 

WABNE (Charles, F.S.A.) The Celtic Tumuii of Doraet ; an Ac- 
count of Personal and other Researahes in the Sepulclimt 
Mounds of the Durotriges. Polio, plates and woodeWi, cJotX. 
£1. 10b 

IfVAYLEN (Jamaa, of Devkei) History and Aniaqiiitiea of the Town 
of Mailborongh, and more genHrolly of the entire Hundred of 
Seltley, in Wiltshire. Thick Svo, iBOodcuts, eloCh. Hb 
THis nilunte describes a partlDD o[ Wlti not iacLoded by Gir R C. Hoars and 

>t)ier iDpugiaphen. 

WEST (MiB.) A Memoir of Mm. John West, of Chettle, Dorset. 
By the Rev. Jobn Wesi, A.H. A nsw edition, with Brief Me- 
mmr of the Writer. 12mo, doth. 2s 6d 

[diod, Che flnt waodetL Dhuroh at Rnd tUver wu psrUy btult bi hisowa bands. 

WESLEY— NttiraUve of a Remarkable Transaction in the Earlr 
Ijifs of iTohn Wesley. Now first printed from a, MS. in the 
British Muaeiim. SaooND Eumun ; to which is added a Be- 
Tiew of the Work by the late Rev. Joseph Hunter, F.^A. Bvo, 

A very uoriuns love nffliir between J. W. and hla honnelajepor : 11 ntves 
aeuiIUDi iiHlElit Into Die onrly eciuoiny of t)ie MetbodleU. It is entin]]r 
onknowu lo all ffeelej's blogmiheii. 

WH'LIAMa (John, JrcAdeoaon of Cardigan) Essays, Philological, 
Kiilosophical, Ethnological, and Archieologicnl, ouuuected with 
~~^ "rehiatorical Records o£ the Civiiisad Nations of Ancipnt 
1, ospeeiiJIy of that Rase which first occupied Great 
Thick Bto, with Jplalet, eloih. Ida 

la^i Viitd«or, bebg » Histotr of the C^stls and 

— :,• . .j gjj^ jpj Phieai AdjatenV^"" 

[, F^qa. Id 3 thick >Qln, t 



I 

I 



C3 JOnn RUSSELL SMITH, 38, SOSO SQUASS. 

WILLMOTT (Robert Aria, irme tiau Incumbent of JK 
£trlu) A Joanial of Bummer Time in the Countiy. _ 
Bditiux; to irUch is added aa Introductoi; Memoic 
SiirtOT. FoulBcnp Svo, tlcga»Uy priatcd by Whittla^hai 
cloth, fia 
Tlila 'Joumlof Snmmra'Tinie'lBaEailBlgoi^p oTUtemy nu 
Vat Turlsn* dnjii of the mcinUi fmm Hiy In Angiut II ia fall of ani 
fulloflntBreati mid la a sort of liUrsj-f lUtunT hinoij, Itlis tlut of 
br KciiH] Gilbert Whlla. Tb« DbBBrvBlloDS, tha reedliiB. tbe madll 
woII-lnilDed. •rsU-llllsd mind, givo thia toIdidd Iib alui^ Bad m 
wlilvh BVOQ the te«t-lDformed reader mtLj wila awaf an "hma vlVb I 
tbe lltecBT; deldi. Tbe geetX gUr^ of lids I 
il. It doeB not ^st at flno mftins or 

torn dAJ to liny »neli nw momndi bi a irall-«t 

treuiireBaf aur lltemtnrt , «imld give roHJk 1& 
m a L-junLTj jmrflbniigB, wUen Bummer imlled oror tho Bol-ii «Jl4 wi 
giidiia gate fertli Ita iilaumnt Bights and uiunda.— KnnfivAain Ja 
WORSAAB'S (J. J. A., of Coptnhagen) Primaval Antiquilaee 
mark, traii»liitod and applied to the illuetratiini of Bjn 
muiiB in England, hj W. J. Tboms, F.S.A. Sro, tmmy 
tnjia, riat^ b (Id (origiual price 10a 6d) 
■WTUQHT'S (Thoinaa, M.A.. F.S.A., ifember af the t 
Fraita) Esaaj on Arcliffiological 8ubjecte, and oi 
Queatjoim canne<^d with the Hiatoiy of Art, Stu 
liiteratuTB in tha Middle Agua. 2 vola, poal SvD^ 
Whitlmgliam, UliittTOted tuitA 120 ennravirws, tioth. ._ 
CaaTE^rra :~1. On Urn RemnlnB of a Prlmitirg People Id tlie tU 

.._ .I-.....,. If J 2. On Bomo auciunl HniTdwa, orTumuH, i ■ 

n 101110 iMirioua fnnui or St>iiu)chtu IntarmSDt 



atntlior with tha gi 
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th a portiuuliir reFereucie to the Fj 
at the Biographer Aaaer. 9. Aneli 
Tinated Manuacrlnts. 10. On tHe .. _ 

tooB, ami qI tiie Romuttle 
llrauliw. 11. On AnHq 
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WEIGHT (Thomas) Essays on the Literature, Popular Superstitions , 

and Hitory of England in the Middle Ages. 2 vols, post Svo, 

eleganUy printed^ cloth. 16s 
Contents :— Essay 1. Anglo-Saxon Poetry— 2. Anglo-Norman Poetry7-3L 
Chansons de (Jeste, or historical romances of the Middle Ages— 4. Proverbs 
and Popular Sayings — 6. Anglo-Latin Poets of the Twelth Century— 6. Abelard 
and the Scholastic Philosophy— 7. Dr. Grimm's German Mythology— 8. National 
Fairy Mythology of England — 9. Popular Superstitions of Modern Greece, and 
their connection with the English— 10. Friar Rush and the Frolicsome Elves — 
11. Duftlop's History of Fiction— 12. History and Transmission of Popular 
Stories— 13. Poetry of History — 14. Adventures of Hereward the Saxon — 16. 
Story of Eustace the Monk— 16. History of Fulke Fitzwarlne— 17. Popular 
Cycle or Robin Hood BaUads— 18. Conquest of Ireland by the Anglo-Normans 
— 19. Old English Political Songs— 20. Dunbar, the Scottish Poet. 

WRIGHT (Thomas) Biographia Britannica Literaria, or Biography of 
Literary Characters of Great Britain and Ireland. Anglo- 
Saxon Period. Thick Svo, doth. 6s {original price 12«) 

The Anglo-Norman Period. Thick Svo, doth, 6s (original 

price 12s) 

Published under the sui>erintendence of the Council of the Royal Society of 
Literature. 

There is no work in the English Language which gives the reader such a com- 
prehensive and connected History of tiie Literature of these periods. 

WRIGHT (Thomas) Wanderings of an Antiquary, chiefly upon the 
Traces of the Romans in Britain, many iUvMratiom, post Svo, 
doth. 4s 6d (original price 8s 6d) 

WRIGHT'S (Thomas) Saint Patrick's Purgatory, an Essay on the 

Legends of Hell, Purgatory, and Paradise, current during the 

Middle Ages. Post Svo, doth. 6s 

" It must be observed that this is not a mere account of St, Patrick's 

Purgatory, but a complete history of the legends and superstitions relating to 

the subject, from the earliest times, rescued from old MSS. as well as from old 

printed books. Moreover, it embraces a singular chapter of literary history 

omitted by Warton and aU former writers with whom we are acquainted ; and 

we think we may add, that it forms the best introduction to Dante that has yet 

been published." — Literary Gazette. 

** This appears to be a curious and even amusing book on the singular subject 
of Purgatory, in which the idle and fearful dreams of superstition are shown to 
be first narrated as tales, and then applied as means of deducing the moral cha- 
racter of the age in which they prevailed."— Spectotor. 

WRIGHT'S (Thomas) Anecdota Literaria, a Collection of Short 
Poems in English, Latin, and French, illustrative of the Litera- 
ture and History of England in the Xlllth Century, and more 
especially of the Condition and Manners of the Different Classes 
of Society. Svo, cloth, only 250 copies printed. 6s 

WROXETER. The Roman City of Uriconium at Wroxetcr, Salop ; 
illustrative of the History and Social Life of our Romano- 
British forefathers. By J. Corbet Anderson. A handtorne 
vdume, post Svo, with numeroun cuts drawn on wood from the 
actual objects by the author, extra doth. 12s 6d 

YORKSHIRE.— The History of the Township of Meltham, near 
Huddersfield, by the late Rev. Joseph Hughes, edited with 
addition by C. H. Post Svo, dotk, 78 .6d 
Several other books relating to Torkshire, are intenpersed through this C&t&- 

logue. 
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OiMe in SlaffuidBhire. Post 8vo, doth. ■ 
--SCOTT {Heory, Min-aUr af Anttniiher Water). FaMi^EccUna ^ 
tanet \ the BuceBaiiui of MimoberB to the Pariah Clkarcluie of ■ 
land, bom tiie Refannntion, A,D. 1560, to thu present 
Pvt i. B;DDd irf Lotjiiiui ud Twaedole. *lo^ ^. 400, et. i 
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h dlfbront Li>iiiiol»arUbj. Bxlract from Prtfaci 

^"BECORDS of the ConTention of the Ro;al Burghs of ScotJaod, *ttll 

extmcta from ber Rb rdaralotngto he alf rs of tha BuMta 

of Sootlajid, 12B5-1697, edited bj J. D. MiswicB. 4to, pp. «H 

cloth, Bvly \5Q jirmted ^or tait. £1. 10b 

PASSAGES troiQ the Autobiogniplir of a "MiH o» Kest," b 

ther witb a, few rough tan luid Ink Sketches by the same li 

of some of the people he hoa met, the chaugeEi he hiu Aaea, And 

thepkaesheh3STieiled,iai7-lHee. Thick poet Eto. Cloth, it. 

EENRICE (Rev. John, Curator of Ajiti^iliu in lAe Muitum at 

York, author of "Anrieat Egypt vnder the Phofnohi," ' 

■ &c) I^pe™ Bu Bubjecta of Archwology 
icated to the Yorkahire Philosophical Suci 
(Original pi ' 
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Now Publishing, in Parts, at 2a 6d, in &ifo, in douhU cdlwnna, to (« 

completed in Ten Parts, 



A NEW WORK BY MB. W. CABEW HAZLITT, ON 
EAULY ENGLISH POETRY, FOLK-LOBE, &0. 



A HANDBOOK TO THE 

EARLY POPULAR, POETICAL, 

Ain) , 

DRAMATIC LITERATURE OF GREAT BRITAIN, 

FROM THE INVENTION OP PRINTING TO 1660. 
By W. CAEEW HAZLITT. 



This Bibliograpliical Work, which has been an eight or nine years' 
labour of love to the Author, will bring together a largQ variety of 
fresh information, and very numerous and important notices of 
undescribed works and editions in Early English and Scotish Lite- 
rature. 

Such a project as the present one will necessarily, in its execution, 
go in a certain measure over ground which has been occupied al- 
ready by other labourers in a similar field ; but the field is one 
which has been cultivated in such a manner as to afford rich mate- 
rial for new workers. 

Our early literature has very numerous admirers both in the Old 
World and in the New. It is to these that I appeal for encourage- 
ment and support^ and I do so with confidence. 

One branch of early English Literature which, in existing works 
of reference has been very superficially treated, will receive peculiar 
attention, and a new prominence to which I think it fairly entitled* 
I refer to our Popular Literature in the strict sense of that term, 
and to our Folk Lore, which are bound together by very intimate 
ties. I shall not scruple to give a large space to Tom Thumb and 
Robin Goodfellow ; for my purposes, tiiese two heroes are worth 
more than a cartload of tracts political and polemical. I purpose 
to enter at large into the bibliographical history of all our Ro- 
mances of chivalry, all oiur Jest-Books, all our Drolleries, and all 
oiu" old story-books. 

The light and perishable effusions of passed centuries will have a 
higher fascination for me than the gravest discourses of my most 
erudite and accomplished conntrymen — ^for this onoe. I shall do 
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. . .. a jMh of Nniib-uT^ und Tout Zong the CarrifT, l 
n aim!, the Great Soiber »/ ^i^fimA, ihak U> ^aag, dnku, ■ 

* " 0, shttU ba ilfowu awuy from BU]lo|> Latinusr to " "* 

bl lay poeea will be gathered togotber uad embodied (in 
..-Kb) oU (Ee lalcat duiwveriis in bibliograplij (with a noticea 
RinilDber nf mj own) ; and ui eiaminaliou of tbe contenta will, il 
l%<^ed, jiistitj oompletelr the undertaldDg. 

B I [irupoae to furmsh in the caae of all rare and important roliim^ 
■4b' impcint, uid a uollatiun, with a nuts of the public repoaitorial 
B|tB which tliej are to b« fonnd. 

■ Purther, io Bup]>lj what, I think it wiU be granted readily, hal 

■ ttaen hitherto s want — a calalogua as perfect as posaible, of the 

■ *orks of William Elderton, TlionjaB Delonay, Richard Johnson 
I ■ JUrtin Parker, fficbard Tariton, Laurence Priae, Gaorge Gaacoifi 
L. Qaorge Whalatona, John Taylor Ihs water poat^ Andrew Borde, «_, 
I fetany other authors, wHosa produi^ous have bean hitherto veij il 
1 . terfuctly deacribed and caiAlogued. 

Surpriiiing as it may appear at first Eight, Huch a tae . . . __ 

vm to thU tiioa been efficiently perfDrtned; aad the Huid-book 
I ^pllll also compriaa, »mong othara, new and thoroughly-revised aili- 
' a under the following heads : — 

Bel (Adiml, Boocsodo, Baldwin, Brathwaite, Breton, Burel, 
Churchyaid, Cards, Chapman, Cbettle, Cbcistmna Carols, Common- 
wealth, Charles I. and II,, Constable (H. and J.)i Cookery, Croi^ 
Crouch (Humphrey and John), Cupid, Chauora', Dedter, Deloni^. 
Daniel, Daviea of Hersford, BsTiee (Sir J.), Davison, Dni.;toD, 
Drolleiiea, Dunbar, Elderton, Elinnbeth (Queen), Elizabeth (of Bo- 
hemia), England, Essex (County of), Kesex (Earls of), Fauatui, 
Fevre, Frinr and Boy, Flectnoa, Fleming, Fletoher (John, Joaeph, 
and Hoben), Fulwdl, Garlands, Gawajno, Gascoigne, Gesta Roma- 
norum, Greene, Gringoire, Hake, Henryaon, Hawea, Hind (CaptJ, 
Holland, Howlegliu, Howell (J.t, Huggard, Jamea 1., Jest BooM 
.^>bn (^Dg), JohnaoD (R. and T.), Jonson, Jordan, Julius, Kap 
i^A, Laud (Archbishop), Lenton, Leland, Lithgow, Lloyd (Dar' 
'"'— ink Bnd Richard) Lodge, London, Lydgate, Lyly. Lyn ' 

ire.Margaret (St.), Markham, Moaringer,— andtho othor n:. 

W^ the Alphabet, N to Z, would peld quite as rich a harvest d 

Ij Himdreda of fugitive pieces, broadsidea, and ballnds will be ii 
r jdexed for the firat time, either under ganeml heads, or under til 
■mthor'a name, where his name is known, and important additio n* A 
will be ao made in very numerous instances to the list of a luol 
writings. 1 may adduue, for Bxam|jlB, Sa»u». Rowlards, RoBI| 
Gr£E]IE, Thouah Delonev, and SURTra Pabkeb. The bookd k^ 
impressions of books, which I thaH describe for the first time, fl 
very nimlaroua indeed. W. C. T"' 
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BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. 




